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PREFACE. 


The  history  of  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department  has  awaited  until  now  a  suitable  chronicle. 
The  details  of  its  rise  and  progress  are  preserved  in  countless  records,  private  and  official,  and  in  the 
memories  of  men.  But  the  records  are  perishable,  and  time  is  rapidly  thinning  the  ranks  of  those 
who  recall  the  past,  as  it  has  indeed  removed  nearly  all  who  could  have  told  of  the  early  days  of  the 
Department.  The  purpose  of  this  work  is  to  collect  from  the  innumerable  sources  in  which  it  must 
be  sought,  and  preserve  in  proper  form  and  under  suitable  arrangement,  the  story  of  a  service  as  heroic 
as  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  man  to  perpetuate  in  the  memory  of  a  grateful  community. 

Of  course  this  record  is  essentially  that  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  and  the  companies 
composing  it,  which  for  fifty-six  years  stood  between  the  people  of  New  Orleans  and  the  dread  foe  which 
threatened  their  households.  If  in  telling  the  story  a  tone  of  eulogy  has  been  adopted,  all  who  know 
the  story  must  realize  that  that  was  inevitable.  The  writer  who  could  approach  such  a  task  in  any  other 
spirit  is  surely  not  to  be  envied.  The  New  Orleans  Picayune,  on  the  occasion  of  the  retirement  of  the 
Firemen's  Charitable  Association  from  the  active  control  of  the  fire  service,  said,  "  Its  history,  were  it 
fitly  written,  would  be  an  epic  of  civic  devotion."  As  such  has  it  been  treated  in  these  pages,  which 
are  dedicated  to  the  surviving  members  of  that  noble  Association  as  a  perpetual  reminder  of  their 
past  services,  services  in  the  discharge  of  which  they  faced  dangers  as  subtle,  as  sudden,  and  as  awful 
as  ever  confronted  a  soldier  on  the  field  of  battle. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  record,  the  necessity  of  selection  has  been  clearly  manifest.  A  simple 
itemized  list  of  events  in  the  history  of  the  Fire  Department  since  1834  would  alone  fill  several  vol- 
umes ;  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  choose  only  the  leading  and  typical  events  for  this  chronicle.  In 
favor  of  other  matter  that  seemed  of  vital  importance,  the  fire  record  has  been  very  slightly  touched 
on.  In  so  large  a  city  that  too  would  suffice  to  make  a  library  of  books.  What  has  been  attempted 
is  to  present  a  running  account  of  a  very  remarkable,  indeed  a  unique  institution,  with  such  fulness  of 
detail  as  the  space  at  command  would  permit.  The  relations  of  the  Firemen's  Charitabe  Associa- 
tion with  the  City  of  New  Orleans  were  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  given  with  some  ful- 
ness, in  order  that  the  successful  administration  of  a  city  department  by  a  private  corporation,  the  like 
of  which  was  never  seen  before  in  the  history  of  the  world,  might  be  comprehended  by  later  genera- 
tions. 

Throughout  a  large  portion  of  this  narrative,  personal  mention  of  the  editor  of  this  work  has  been 
unavoidable,  because  of  his  official  connection  with  the  Department  and  his  active  agency  in  the  mat- 
ters here  discussed.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  such  portions  of  the  work  have  been  left  entirely  to  the 
hands  and  the  judgment  of  others. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


BEGINNINGS  OF  LOUISIANA  AND  NEW  ORLEANS. 


A  Picu'REsoue  Origin— Knight-Errantry  in  the  American  Wilderness 
— Le  Soto  and  La  Salle — D'Iberville  and  the  Settlement  at  Bi- 
lox: — Appearance  of  the  English — Grant  to  Crozat — New  Orleans 
fousiled  as  the  chief  clty — charlevoix's  description — introduc- 
TION OF  Nec.ro  Slaves — Louisiana  Opened  to  all  French  Settlers 
— Cotton  and  Sugar — Cession  to  Spain — Louisiana  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War — Ceded  back  to  France,  1801 — Purchase  of  the  Ter- 
ritory by  the  United  States  in  1803 — New  Orleans  an  American- 
City — War  of  1 81 2  and  Battle  of  New  Orleans — Stagnation  Suc- 
ceeded by  Prosperity — Growth  of  the  City. 

HERE  has  been  a  constant  element  of  picturesqueness  in  the 
story  of  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  which  the  development  of 
material  interests,  the  lapse  of  time,  and  even  the  practical 
modernity  of  the  Nineteenth  Century,  have  not  effaced.  This 
history  did  not  begin  for  more  than  a  century  after  De  Soto  appeared  on 
the  banks  of  tbe  Mississippi,  bringing  "  the  knight-errantry  of  the  Old 
World  into  the  depths  of  the  American  Wilderness;"  but  that  apparition 
of  the  steel-clad  cavaliers  of  Sixteenth  Century  Spain,  picking  their  way 
through  the  forests  of  what  are  now  the  Gulf  States,  remains  as  the 
romantic  background  of  the  long  and  interesting  story. 

The  special  purpose  of  this  volume  renders  it  unadvisable  to  dwell 
at  length  on  the  early  events  in  the  history  of  Louisiana,  as  the  existence 
of  adequate  narratives  render  it  also  unnecessary.  After  De  Soto's  fatal 
visit  in  1543,  the  next  European  to  appear  upon  this  scene  was  the  Sieur 
de  la  Salle,  who  in  1682  pushed  from  Canada,  down  the  Illinois  and 
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Mississippi  rivers  to  the  Gulf,  where  he  erected  a  cross  bearing  the  royal 
arms  of  France.  But  it  was  not  until  the  arrival  of  d'Iberville,  who  in 
1699  sailed  from  France  with  a  company  of  emigrants  and  anchored  not 
far  from  the  present  site  of  New  Orleans,  that  the  settlement  of  this  ter- 
ritory really  began.  At  Biloxi  and  other  points  settlements  were  effected, 
and  in  1702  Mobile  was  made  the  capital  of  the  province  then  called 
Louisiana,  in  honor  of  the  French  king,  and  so  remained  until  after  New 
Orleans  was  founded. 

The  long  and  fruitless  search  for  the  gold  the  rumors  of  which  had 
tempted  these  emigrations,  the  weary  conflict  with  the  native  races,  and 
the  endless  intrigues  and  internal  dissensions  that  characterized  this  early 
occupation,  need  not  detain  us  here.  Sauvolle  was  left  by  d'Iberville  to 
direct  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  and  under  Bienville,  then  his  lieutenant 
and  afterwards  his  successor  as  Governor,  occurred  the  first  encounter 
with  the  English,  who  appeared  at  a  point  since  called  the  Engl/sh  Turn 
and  put  in  the  claim  of  England  to  this  realm.  But  they  were  turned 
back  by  the  firmness  of  Bienville,  and  neither  then  nor  at  any  tune  there- 
after did  anything  to  make  their  claim  good.  Activity  in  the  colony,  but 
no  increased  prosperity,  followed  the  grant  made  by  the  French  king  in 
1 7 1 2  to  Antony  Crozat  of  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  with  Louisiana. 
This  grant  was  surrendered  in  1718,  the  year  in  which  Bienville  selected 
the  site  on  which  New  Orleans  now  stands  as  that  of  the  chief  city  of  the 
colony  ;  and  four  years  later,  the  ground  having  been  cleared  and  pre- 
pared meantime,  and  buildings  erected,  the  principal  establishment  of  the 
capital  was  removed  to  this  spot.  It  is  an  interesting  circumstance,  that 
the  surveys  made  at  this  time  by  the  engineer  de  Pauger,  resulted  in  his 
recommendation  of  a  system  of  jetties  to  control  the  waters  of  the  Miss- 
issippi substantially  the  same  as  that  afterwards  put  into  effect  by  Cap- 
tain Fads. 

In  1722,  Father  Charlevoix,  a  Jesuit  priest  and  a  traveller,  visited 
the  city,  La  Nouvelle  Orleans,  and  wrote  in  his  journal,  "  Those  who 
thus  named  it  supposed  that  Orleans  was  feminine.  But  what  of  it? 
Custom  has  fixed  it,  and  custom  overtops  grammatical  rules.  This  is  the 
first  city  that  one  of  the  world's  mightiest  rivers  has  seen  arise  on  its 
banks."  He  found  the  one  hundred  wooden  barracks  and  the  one  large 
storehouse  of  which  the  city  then  consisted  a  rather  disappointing  substi- 
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tute  for  the  eight  hundred  fine  houses  which  abroad  it  had  been  reported 
to  contain,  but  he  foresaw  in  its  position  and  circumstances  the  beginning 
of  a  great  and  prosperous  metropolis. 

New  Orleans  has  reflected  at  all  times  the  condition  of  the  colon)' 
in  general,  of  which  it  was  not  only  the  capital  and  chief  settlement,  but 
also  the  most  considerable  part  in  respect  of  wealth  and  population. 
Consequently  its  fortunes  varied,  were  high  or  low,  according  as  the 
planters  thrived  or  failed,  the  exports  were  much  or  little,  the  Indian 
natives  were  troublesome  or  friendly,  or  the  wildcat  financial  schemes  of 
European  bankers  were  in  active  operation  or  quiescent.  A  most  signif- 
icant event  in  the  history  of  the  colon)-  was  the  introduction  in  1723  into 
the  Mississippi  Valley  of  large  numbers  of  negro  slaves  and  several 
thousand  additional  settlers  from  abroad.  It  had  by  this  time  been  dis- 
covered that  the  gold  in  search  of  which  the  first  settlers  had  left  their 
homes  was  not  to  be  found,  and  that  the  true  source  of  wealth  was  to  be 
sought  in  the  extraordinarily  fertile  soil.  In  1732,  the  royal  proclama- 
tion opening  to  all  French  subjects  the  territory  which  hitherto  had  been 
restricted  to  the  uses  of  private  individuals  or  companies,  stimulated  the 
coming  of  agricultural  immigrants,  and  a  long  step  was  made  towards 
the  ultimate  prosperity  of  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans.  The  first  suc- 
cessful planting  of  cotton  was  made  in  1752,  and  sugar  cane  was  first  cul- 
tivated a  year  later,  the  production  in  1764  being  considerable  enough  to 
warrant  its  export. 

As  a  result  of  the  war  between  the  French  and  the  English,  Louisi- 
ana was  included  with  Canada  in  the  territory  which  it  was  agreed  by  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  in  1763  should  be  ceded  to  England;  but  by  a  secret 
treaty  with  Spain,  France  ceded  to  that  country  instead  of  England  all 
the  southern  territory.  This  transfer  from  their  native  France  to  their 
historic  Spanish  foe  was  most  unwelcome  to  the  great  majority  of  Louis- 
ianians,  who  resisted  it  openly  and  by  intrigue,  and  it  was  not  until  1769, 
when  Don  Alexander  O'Reilly  came  over  with  a  Spanish  fleet,  that  the 
actual  transfer  could  be  effected,  as  it  then  was  under  the  stern  but  wise 
rule  of  O'Reilly  as  Governor.  There  were  large  accessions  of  Spanish 
settlers  under  this  administration  and  that  of  O'Reilly's  successor, 
Unzaga,  whose  benign  rule  yearly  increased  the  wealth,  population  and 
happiness  of  the  colony. 
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When  the  British  armies  came  across  the  Atlantic  to  subdue  the 
rebellious  colonies  in  1775,  there  was  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  Spain 
to  take  sides  in  the  quarrel  ;  instead,  she  tendered  her  good  offices  to 
England  for  effecting  a  settlement.  But  this  offer  was  so  arrogantly  and 
offensively  repulsed  by  England,  that  Spain  was  induced  to  take  the  part 
of  the  colonies,  and  this  made  the  Gulf  Coast  the  scene  of  active  hostili- 
ties during  a  considerable  period  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  When 
the  United  Colonies  secured  their  independence,  Louisiana  was  still  left 
a  Spanish  possession,  and  such  it  remained  until,  after  years  of  hostilities 
between  Spain  and  France,  the  all-conquering  Napoleon  won  back  this 
ancient  western  possession,  and  by  the  secret  treaty  of  Ildefonso,  in  1801, 
it  was  again  ceded  to  France.  This  was  joyful  news  to  Louisianians, 
who  had  remained  steadfastly  and  loyally  French  in  sentiment  all  through 
the  Spanish  domination.  But  they  were  destined  not  to  see  the  consum- 
mation of  their  hope  of  once  more  serving  under  the  tri-color.  The 
growing  pressure  of  the  European  complications  in  which  Napoleon's 
government  was  involved  rendered  it  inexpedient  for  him  to  attempt  to 
guard  his  American  possessions  against  the  attacks  of  England  and  her 
allies.  He  therefore,  in  direct  contravention  of  the  stipulation  made  in 
the  treaty  of  Ildefonso,  that  France  would  not  cede  the  territory  to  any 
other  Power  than  Spain,  sold  Louisiana  to  the  United  States  in  1803, 
the  treaty  of  cession  being  signed  on  April  30th  of  that  year.  And  so  it 
happened  that  France  never  took  actual  possession  under  the  cession 
from  Spain  of  two  years  previously.  The  price  paid  was  sixty  million 
francs,  in  addition  to  which  the  United  States  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  France  to  indemnify  American  citizens  for  the  destruction  of  Ameri- 
can shipping  by  the  French,  an  unfulfilled  obligation  which,  under  the 
name  of  the  "  French  Spoliation  Claims,"  has  remained  a  lasting  disgrace 
to  the  American  Republic. 

At  this  time  the  population  of  Louisiana  was  about  fifty  thousand, 
and  that  of  New  Orleans  nearly  twelve  thousand.  The  city  had  already 
begun  to  emerge  from  the  condition  of  a  town,  and  was  approaching  in 
its  outward  appearance  the  dignity  of  a  capital  city.  A  new  municipal 
government  was  instituted  which,  in  1804,  when  New  Orleans  was  chart- 
ered as  an  American  city,  gave  way  to  a  government  like  that  of  other 
cities,  with  a  mayor  as  its  chief  executive  officer.     The  centre  of  the  city 
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was  the  ancient  Place  d' Amies,  since  called  Jackson  Square,  about  which 
were  grouped  the  public  buildings.  The  era  of  formation  and  develop- 
ment set  in  at  once.  The  public  library  and  navigation  and  insurance 
companies  were  chartered  in  the  same  year  with  the  new  city.  Canal 
extension,  banking  facilities,  the  encouragement  of  steam  navigation,  and 
other  large  interests  of  vital  importance,  received  attention  during  the 
early  years  of  the  first  appointed  territorial  Governor,  Claiborne,  who 
was  elected  Governor  by  the  people  in  1S12,  when  Louisiana  entered  the 
Union  as  a  State. 

The  prosperity  of  the  now  rapidly  growing  city  was  interrupted  for 
a  few  years  by  the  second  war  with  England.  The  early  period  of  the 
War  of  181 2  did  not  even  threaten  to  involve  Louisiana;  but  in  181  5  the 
name  of  New  Orleans  passed  worthily  into  American  history  in  conse- 
quence of  the  signal  defeat  of  the  British  troops,  fresh  from  the  Peninsu- 
lar victories  of  the  great  Wellington  and  commanded  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  Packenham,  by  the  bluff  old  General  Andrew  Jackson. 

For  some  years  after  the  close  of  this  war,  New  Orleans  suffered 
from  the  stagnation  incident  to  its  slow  recovery  from  the  commercial 
disturbances  inseparable  from  war.  A  devastating  cold  wave  which  in 
1823  destroyed  vegetation  and  domestic  animals,  followed  by  two  suc- 
cessive epidemics  of  yellow  fever,  further  retarded  the  slow  return  to 
prosperous  conditions.  But  in  spite  of  these  obstacles,  the  growth  of  the 
State  and  the  city  continued,  and  their  history  for  four  decades  was 
marked  by  public  improvement  and  private  enterprise.  To  the  chroni- 
cler of  municipal  events  there  is  an  abundance  of  most  interesting  mate- 
rial in  the  record  of  the  organization  of  banks,  insurance  companies, 
commercial  companies  of  every  kind,  the  establishment  of  schools,  the 
endowment  of  libraries  and  charities,  the  building  of  churches,  and  the 
extension  of  the  "bricks  and  mortar"  of  the  city  in  innumerable  public 
and  private  edifices,  the  opening  of  many  thoroughfares,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  shipping  facilities  of  the  chief  port  of  the  Gulf. 

It  was  in  the  reorganization  of  the  municipal  government  in  1792, 
that  the  first  recorded  measures  for  protecting  all  these  important  inter- 
ests from  the  ravages  of  fire  were  taken.  And  that  brings  us  to  the 
special  subject  of  which  this  volume  will  treat,  for  the  consideration  of 
which  we  pass  to  another  chapter. 
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SOME  OLD  NEW  ORLEANS  M ARRETS, — From  Old  Prints 


THE  EARLY  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Similar  Origin  and  Experiences  of  all  O immunities  as,  m  Provisions 
Agaixsi  Fire — The  "  Bucket  and  Chimney"  Era — A  Destructive 
Fire  the  Starting  Point — Every  Citizen  a  Fireman — Organizing 
the  First  Fire  Company— Leading  Citizens  its  Mkmuers— The  Primi- 
tive Fire  Engines  and  Tlieir  Successors — Early  Fires  in  New 
Orleans — Governor  Miros  Report  of  the  First  Recorded  Great 
Fire — Ordinances  of  the  New  Municipal  Government  in  1804— -Com- 
panies Organized  and  Foremen  Appointed  —  "  Bucket  Ordinance"  of 
1S07 — Incendiarism  and  Rewards  for  its  Detection — The  Fire  Com- 
panie>  Criticised— Attempts  at  Reorganization — The  First  Volun- 
teer Company,  1X29. 

HERE  is  a  marked  similarity  between  the  early  precautions 
taken  against  fire  in  any  given  place,  and  the  experience  of  all 
other  places.  The  same  causes  operate  to  emphasize  the  need 
of  organization,  and  the  successive  steps  are  almost  invariably 
taken  in  the  same  order.  A  curious  feature  of  it  is  that  it  is  not  a  devel- 
opment of  the  art  of  fire  prevention  and  extinguishment,  but  rather  a 
growth  of  the  town  or  city  towards  the  successive  stages  of  an  art  already 
well  developed  and  thoroughly  understood.  If  a  town  introduces  elec- 
tricity, or  railroads,  or  an)-  of  the  institutions  of  an  advanced  civilization, 
it  adopts  at  once  the  most  improved  forms  and  appliances.  But  in 
equipping  itself  for  taking  care  of  conflagrations,  every  town  begins  at 
the  beginning,  and  starts  out  by  attempting  to  control  fire  in  the  same 
primitive  way  that  was  in  vogue  in  the  colonial  days.  Consequently, 
while  the  large  cities  of  to-day  are  fully  provided  with  the  latest  improved 
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machinery  for  fire  extinguishment  and  the  preservation  of  property,  there 
are  countless  small  villages  and  towns  all  over  the  land  that  are  only  in 
the  first  stage,  which  may  be  called  the  "bucket  and  chimney  "  stage. 

Even  this  bucket  and  chimney  era  is  apparently  never  ushered  in 
except  under  the  shadow  of  a  great  calamity.  It  usually  requires  a  fire 
of  large  proportions  to  arouse  the  little  community  to  a  realizing  sense 
of  the  fact  that  they,  like  others,  are  exposed  to  appalling  danger  from  a 
secret,  insidious  foe.  So  common  is  this  experience,  that  it  is  only  nec- 
essary to  fix  the  date  of  the  first  organization  for  fire  purposes,  to  be  very 
sure  of  finding  in  the  history  of  the  town  just  before  that  date  the  record 
of  a  destructive  fire.  Before  that  experience  comes,  the  townspeople  rest 
secure  in  the  immunity  which  belongs  to  the  period  of  scattered  houses, 
few  in  number  and  small  in  size,  and  in  the  absence  of  all  particularly 
dangerous  risks  of  conflagration.  Gradually,  as  the  town  grows,  the 
houses  come  to  be  nearer  and  nearer  together  and  to  reach  more  consid- 
erable proportions  ;  the  introduction  of  manufacturing  interests  which 
mark  the  progress  of  a  rising  community  increases  the  danger  of  fire  ; 
and  on  some  occasion  the  inhabitants  are  aroused  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  face  to  face  with  a  fire  that  their  spontaneous,  voluntary,  undirected 
efforts  are  powerless  to  cope  with.  And  then  for  the  first  time  they  get 
together  and  conclude  that  something  must  be  done  to  guard  against  a 
repetition  in  the  future  of  such  a  fire  as  will  reduce  half  their  houses  to 
ashes  while  they  can  only  stand  by  and  lament  their  misfortune. 

They  usually  content  themselves  at  this  stage  with  furnishing  out  of 
the  public  purse  a  few  fire  buckets  and  appointing  a  few  men  to  see  that 
these  are  kept  in  order  and  in  place.  After  a  little,  they  will  have  ordered 
by  law  that  individual  householders  shall  also  provide  private  fire  buckets, 
with  which  they  shall  be  ready  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  appointed 
firemen,  and  lend  their  services  to  the  general  cause  of  protecting  the 
town.  As  time  goes  on,  it  is  discovered  that  the  most  fruitful  cause  of 
fire  lies  in  the  foul  condition  of  chimnies,  and  in  the  existence  of  chimnies 
made  of  wood  or  of  roofs  that  are  thatched.  So  the  construction  of 
wooden  chimnies  and  thatched  roofs  is  forbidden  for  the  future,  and  fines 
are  imposed  for  fires  that  are  traceable  to  foul  chimnies.  Still  the 
chimnies  continue  to  be  the  cause  of  fires,  and  as  chimnies  cannot  be 
abolished  altogether,  and  as  the  necessity  arises  from  time  to  time  of 
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adding  to  the  number  of  fire  buckets,  of  paying  something  to  sundry 
officials  for  services,  and  perhaps  of  providing  ladders,  hooks,  and  rods 
for  carrying  a  number  of  buckets,  the  chimnies  arc  taxed  regularly  to  pay 
for  the  expenditures  thus  necessitated  by  their  existence.  When  this 
point  is  reached,  a  community  has  reached  the  perfection  of  the  "bucket 
and  chimney  "  stage,  and  matters  go  on  until  a  fresh  calamity  once  more 
stimulates  the  people  to  take  for  themselves  the  next  step  in  advance, 
for  which  they  have  examples  in  the  older  communities  about  them. 

In  this  earl)-  stage,  about  all  that  was  attempted  was  to  throw  a  little 
water  on  an  incipient  fire — promptness  in  taking  this  "  step  in  time  "being 
then  as  always  the  most  useful  quality  in  a  watchful  villager — or,  if  the 
fire  gained  headway  before  the  contents  of  a  bucketful  of  w  ater  would 
suffice  for  its  extinguishment,  as  the  volunteer  helpers  came  running  up, 
a  long  double  line  would  be  formed,  extending  from  the  scene  of  the  fire 
to  the  nearest  water-supply,  whether  it  be  a  well  in  the  yard,  a  cistern  in 
the  street,  or  a  stream  running  through  the  town,  and  the  buckets  would 
pass  rapidly  up  and  down  the  line,  coming  up  filled  on  one  side  the  line 
and  going  down  empty  on  the  other.  The  hope  of  saving  a  wooden 
house  by  this  means  was  not  very  great,  unless  the  fire  happened  to  have 
taken  in  some  out-of-the  way  corner  where  the  air  did  not  reach  it  freely, 
but  the  burning  could  be  retarded  enough  to  make  it  feasible  to  save 
much  of  the  contents  of  the  house,  and  moreover,  water  was  very  neces- 
sary to  protect  outhouses  and  neighboring  buildings.  The  danger  to 
life,  when  the  houses  were  low,  was  inconsiderable.  At  the  same  time, 
there  was  good  use  to  be  made  of  both  hooks  and  ladders,  the  latter  in 
reaching  the  upper  floors  and  taking  out  either  goods  or  imprisoned 
inmates,  and  the  former  in  tearing  away  the  woodwork  that  it  might  not 
feed  the  fire. 

In  this  primitive  stage  of  fire-fighting,  it  was  the  concern  of  the 
whole  town,  and  everybody  that  was  awake  put  in  an  appearance,  and 
except  for  the  presence  of  some  one  accustomed  to  direct  his  fellows  and 
to  be  obeyed  as  a  natural  leader,  everybody  usually  went  to  work  accord- 
ing to  his  own  ideas  of  what  was  necessary  and  desirable.  Such  a  lack 
of  organization  was  of  course  bound  to  fail  in  time.  A  group  of  houses 
nearer  together  than  in  an  earlier  clay,  as  the  town  grew,  would  form  a 
mass  of  fuel  for  a  fire  well  started  such  as  no  mere  unorganized  body  of 
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helpers,  however  willing-  and  strong,  could  possibly  hope  to  cope  with. 
Consequently  it  was  inevitable  that  the  townspeople  should  wake  up  some 
fine  morning  and  find  that  the  larger  part  of  their  little  hamlet  had  burned 
to  the  ground.  This  has  always  been  the  particular  form  of  rude  awakening 
that  has  come  to  the  average  town  and  brought  the  inhabitants  to  a  real- 
ization of  the  necessity  of  adapting  their  methods  to  a  scale  more  modern 
and  more  in  accordance  with  what  others  had  done  before  them.  The  form 
that  this  new  enterprise  generally  took  was  the  formation  of  a  regularly  con- 
stituted fire  company  and  the  procuring  of  a  suitable  fire  engine  or  engines. 
The  leading  spirits  of  the  town  were  always  the  first  to  volunteer  for  this 
service,  the  same  class  of  men,  in  fact,  that  might  be  expected  to  respond 
to  a  sudden  call  for  troops  to  repel  an  invasion,  men  of  personal  weight 
in  the  community,  of  courage,  of  large  public  spirit,  and  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  material  interests  to  be  protected.  Judges,  lawyers,  military 
veterans,  merchants,  leaders  in  the  commerce  and  the  society  of  the  town, 
were  enrolled  as  the  first  firemen,  and  their  presence  on  the  rolls  and  at 
the  practical  work  of  the  fire  company  lent  to  the  calling  a  dignity  and 
character  that  accounts  largely  for  the  unbounded  popularity  of  "  fire-lad- 
dies "  the  world  over,  and  gave  to  the  service  an  esprit  dc  corps  that 
always  told  powerfully  on  its  efficiency  and  success.  Into  whatever  city 
one  goes,  however  old,  however  great  and  however  well-equipped  with 
the  modern  semi-military  organization  and  machinery,  one  is  sure  to  find 
among  the  exempts  the  flower  of  the  day  of  their  youth  and  early  man- 
hood. No  history  of  a  Fire  Department  was  ever  written  that  did  not 
bring  into  its  pages  as  a  vital  and  essential  element  the  names  of  living 
men  who  stand  at  the  very  apex  of  distinction  in  the  municipal,  commer- 
cial,, professional  and  social  history  of  that  city.  To  have  been  associated 
with  these  men  in  any  public  movement  is  an  honor  ;  to  have  been  their 
comrades  in  the  discharge  of  one  of  the  noblest  civic  duties  a  man  can  be 
called  upon  to  perform  is  a  distinction  ;  and  to  be  their  successors  is  to 
be  charged  with  the  honorable  custody  of  traditions  and  duties  such  as 
constitute  a  heritage  more  glorious  than  that  of  birth  and  more  enviable 
than  that  of  great  possessions. 

The  fire  engines  that  were  first  used  in  this  country  were  very  prim- 
itive machines,  useful  only  to  throw  a  very  little  water  a  very  little  dis- 
tance.    The  earliest  specimens  were  imported  from  England,  where  they 
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were  first  built  only  in  the  early  years  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  These 
consisted  of  a  short,  oblong  box,  with  the  condenser  case  in  the  centre, 
and  were  played  by  short  arms  at  each  and  They  were  mounted  on 
block  wheels,  made  of  thick  plank.  These  wheels  were  set  squarely  on 
the  box,  with  no  forward  gearing  for  play  under  the  box,  and  in  case  it 
was  necessary  to  turn  a  corner  with  one  of  these  machines,  it  had  to  be 
lifted  around  unless  the  corner  afforded  so  large  a  turn  that  the  wheels 
could  turn  it  with  a  scrape.  There  were  no  suction  pipes  in  these 
engines,  to  take  the  water  from  the  abundant  supply  of  a  well  or  cistern, 
and  they  had  to  be  supplied  with  water  brought  from  the  nearest  source 
in  buckets  and  poured  into  the  reservoir  of  the  engine.  It  was  not  until 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century  that  suction  pipes  were  used. 
Moreover,  there  was  no  hose  to  be  attached  to  the  engine  for  bringing 
the  nozzle  close  to  the  fire.  The  engines  were  surmounted  by  a  long 
nozzle  leading  directly  out  from  the  condenser,  and  by  bringing  the  • 
engine  itself  as  near  as  possible  to  the  fire,  the  stream  was  made  more  or 
less  efficient  in  reaching  the  burning  building.  There  were  various  mod- 
ifications in  the  method  of  applying  the  force  even  to  these  simple  engines 
of  the  early  days.  Some  of  the  arms,  or  brakes,  worked  more  conven- 
iently from  the  sides  instead  of  the  ends  of  the  machine  ;  the  earliest  of 
them  worked  up  and  down,  like  the  later  and  more  approved  pattern  ; 
but  some  of  the  improvements  first  introduced  were  not  improvements  at 
all,  and  did  not  continue  to  be  a  feature  of  the  engines.  Such  were  the 
devices  for  applying  the  motive  power  to  the  water  by  means  of  a  lever 
working  forwards  and  backwards,  through  a  slit  in  the  side  of  the  box  ;  a 
platform  on  top  of  the  engine,  on  which  men  worked  "  see-saw,"  using 
not  only  their  arm  power  but  their  weight  as  well.  Theoretically  there 
was  enough  in  these  ideas  to  make  them  worth  trying,  but  nothing  for 
any  length  of  time  ever  took  the  place  in  the  hand  engines  of  the  up-and 
down  operation  of  brakes  long  enough  to  accommodate  a  number  of 
good,  strong  workers. 

The  first  English  engines  brought  to  this  country  were  the  manu- 
facture of  Mr.  Newsham.  They  were  very  small,  small  enough  to  be 
taken  into  a  house — and  that  seemed  to  be  the  maker's  idea,  that  they 
were  simply  an  improved  machine  to  be  brought  right  up  to  the  fire. 
The  idea  of  hose  connection,  with  either  the  source  of  water  supply  or 
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with  the  fire  itself,  was  a  later  development.  It  was  claimed  for  these 
machines  by  the  maker  that  they  "would  go  through  a  passage  about 
three  foot  wide  in  complete  working  order,  without  taking  off  or  putting 
on  anything,  and  may  be  worked  with  ten  men  in  the  said  passage." 
These  were  played  with  both  hands  and  feet.  The  manufacturer's  claim 
for  the  power  of  these  engines  was  expressed  in  the  following :  "  Great 
attempts  have  been  made  to  exceed,  but  none  yet  could  equal  this  sort, 
the  fifth  size  of  which  played  above  the  grasshopper  upon  the  Royal 
Exchange,  London,  which  is  upwards  of  fifty-five  yards  high,  and  this  in 
the  presence  of  many  thousand  spectators."  All  the  early  American 
engines  were  but  slightly  modified  repetitions  of  the  English  prototypes. 
The  first  distinctively  American  pattern  was  the  "goose-neck  engines, 
which  took  its  name  from  the  shape  of  the  pipe  that  rose  from  the  con- 
densing-case.  The  foreign  engines  were  rather  crude  in  their  exterior 
•finish  ;  but  the  American  appreciation  of  the  opportunity  for  high  art 
took  quick  advantage  of  the  surfaces  of  their  engines  for  adornment  ; 
and  the.  glories  of  polished  brass,  plating,  and  even  pretentious  and 
meritorious  oil  painting  have  been  characteristic  of  the  machines  in  the 
custody  of  volunteer  companies,  and  have  played  no  slight  part  in 
developing  a  pride  in  the  engines  and  a  high  degree  of  affection  for  them. 
To  speak  of  the  later  patterns  of  American  engines  here  would  carry  us 
too  far  ahead  of  our  story,  and  this  reference  to  the  fact  that  under 
American  machinists  and  designers  the  primitive  types  were  materially 
and  usefully  modified  must  suffice,  while  we  take  up  the  thread  of  our 
narrative,  and  tell  of  the  early  fire-fighting  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

The  experience  of  New  Orleans  followed  closely  the  usual  course. 
We  read  in  the  old  records  of  a  devastating  fire  in  the  year  i  7S8,  and  are 
not  surprised  to  find  such  a  record  immediately  preceding  the  statement 
that,  in  the  organization  of  the  City  Gc^ernment  by  Baron  de  Caronde- 
let  provision  was  made  for  companies  of  firemen,  in  consequence  doubt- 
less of  the  bitter  lesson  of  the  conflagration  of  1788.  This  fire  broke  out 
in  the  chapel  attached  to  the  residence  of  Don  Vincente  Jose  Nunez,  a 
Spaniard  who  lived  on  Chartres  Street.  It  occurred  during  the  early 
afternoon  of  March  21,  1788,  which  happened  to  be  Good  Friday. 
Although  at  that  early  period  of  the  city's  history  the  buildings  were  not 
situated  very  close  together,  the  presence  of  a  high  wind  that  amounted 
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almost  to  a  gale,  caused  the  fire  to  spread  among-  the  wooden  houses  of 
which  the  city  of  that  da)-  principally  consisted,  the  flames  leaping  from 
one  to  another  across  the  intervals,  until  a  large  portion  of  the  town  was 
in  a  blaze.  Against  such  a  tremendous  conflagration  even  fairly  good 
facilities  would  have  been  taxed  to  labor  with  any  sort  of  success  ;  while 
for  the  inhabitants,  unprepared  for  any  such  emergency,  it  was  hopeless. 
Before  the  end  of  the  afternoon,  an  extensiv  e  area  was  completely  burned 
over.  The  number  of  houses  lost  has  been  estimated  variously  at  from 
eight  to  nine  hundred.  Among  them  were  not  only  hundreds  of  private 
dwellings,  but  many  public  buildings,  including  the  parochial  church  and 
presbytery,  with  a  large  portion  of  the  parish  archives  ;  the  municipal 
building,  the  military  barracks  and  the  armory  with  all  its  ordnance 
except  a  hundred  and  fifty  muskets,  and  the  public  jail,  from  which  with 
great  difficulty  the  imprisoned  inmates  were  rescued  from  burning  to 
death.  Among  the  prominent  buildings  saved  were  the  Custom  House, 
tobacco  warehouses,  the  official  residences  of  the  Governor  and  Intend- 
ent,  the  general  supply  store,  in  which  were  kept  provisions  and  sundry 
gifts  for  the  Indians  ;  the  Royal  Hospital,  the  Convent  of  the  Ursulines, 
certain  barracks,  besides  a  number  of  private  residences  fronting  on  the 
river,  from  whence  water  could  be  gotten  to  them  readily. 

In  the  report  of  this  fire  which  Governor  Miro  made  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  he  said  : — "  As  soon  as  we  saw'  the  progress  of  the  fire,  hastened 
as  it  was  by  the  ceaseless  gusts  of  wind,  and  that  the  whole  city  was 
evidently  in  danger  of  destruction,  our  principal  aim  was  directed  toward 
the  removal  of  our  supply  depot,  as  this  was  our  sole  dependence  for 
future  subsistence.  We  had  previously  to  doing  this  taken  out  of  the 
artillery  quarters  every  implement  necessary  to  cut  off  the  fire.  We  car- 
ried off  from  the  treasury  and  deposited  on  the  river  banks  all  of  Your 
Majesty's  treasures,  in  currency  and  silver,  over  which  a  watch  was  kept, 
not  without,  however,  that  care  demanded  and  risk  occasioned  by  the 
confusion  and  disorder  which  necessarily  occur  at  such  times.  The 
papers  belonging  to  the  Auditor's  and  Secretary's  departments  were 
transferred  to  places  of  safety,  and  when  returned  to  their  respective 
custodians,  none  were  found  missing.  With  the  exception  of  some  slight 
injury  to  the  armory,  a  small  quantity  of  war  materials  left  in  the  park, 
the  mislaying  of  some  articles  in  the  storehouse  at  the  time  when  we  took 
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out  the  artillery  implements  (not  an  unexpected  contingency),  a  small 
quantity  of  flour  that  had  been  worked  into  hard  tacks  for  delivery  at 
Xatchez,  and  of  the  building  that  had  been  purchased  for  the  experi- 
mental manufacture  of  snuff,  the  loss  of  Your  Majesty  has  been  trifling. 

"  Hemmed  in  on  every  side  by  the  raging  flames,  and  not  heedless 
of  the  obligations  we  were  under  of  extinguishing  the  conflagration  and 
cutting  off  its  further  communications,  we  could  not  close  our  eyes  to 
the  dire  necessity  that  was  staring  us  in  the  face — a  dearth  of  provisions 
on  the  following  day.  On  the  spur  of  the  moment  we  took  every  meas- 
ure suggested  by  humanity  and  our  sense  of  duty  to  prevent  hunger  from 
being  added  to  the  sufferings  of  the  helpless  victims  of  this  terrible 
calamity;  and  with  this  object  in  view  I  ordered  that  the  stock  of  biscuits 
that  had  been  rescued  from  the  devouring  element  should  be  distributed 
among  the  needy  applicants,  inasmuch  as  most  of  the  bakeries  had 
ceased  to  exist. 

"  If  the  imagination  could  describe  what  our  senses  have  felt  and 
touched,  reason  itself  would  stand  aghast  and  it  is  no  easy  task  to  say 
whether  the  sight  of  a  whole  city  in  flames  was  more  horrible  to  behold 
than  the  sufferings  and  pitiable  condition  in  which  every  one  was 
involved.  Mothers  seeking  only  a  sanctuary  or  place  of  refuge  for  their 
little  ones,  and  abandoning  their  fortunes  to  the  devouring  element, 
would  retire  to  out  of  the  way  places  rather  than  be  witnesses  of  their 
own  ruin.  Fathers  and  husbands  were  busy  at  work  to  save  whatever 
the  rapidity  of  the  fire  would  permit  them  to  bear  off,  and  the  general 
bewilderment  was  such  as  to  prevent  them  from  finding  even  a  place  of 
safety.  The  obscurity  of  the  night  coming  on,  threw  its  mantle  for  a 
while  over  the  saddening  spectacle  ;  but  more  horrible  still  was  the  sight, 
when  day  began  to  dawn,  of  whole  families  pouring  forth  into  the  public 
highways,  yielding  to  their  lamentations  and  despair,  who,  but  a  few 
hours  before,  had  been  enjoying  more  than  the  ordinary  comforts  of  life. 
The  tears,  the  heart-breaking  sobs,  and  the  pallid  faces  of  these  wretched 
people  were  reflexes  of  the  fatality  that  had  overcome  a  city,  now  in 
ruins,  transformed  within  the  space  of  five  hours  into  an  arid  and  fear- 
ful desert.  Such  was  the  final  end  of  adeadly  work,  the  result  of  seventy 
years  of  industry  since  its  foundation. 

"  To  alleviate  in  part  their  immediate  wants,  camp  tents  were  given 
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out  to  those  who  asked  for  them,  and  we  agreed  to  distribute  daily  one 
ration  of  rice,  for  the  account  of  Your  Majesty,  to  every  one,  without 
distinction,  who  solicited  the  same.  The  number  of  these  persons 
amounts  to  700,  who  will  continue  to  be  provided  for  during  the  period 
of  their  extreme  necessities.  Many  have  taken  temporary  lodgings  with 
families  that  were  so  fortunate  as  to  escape  unscathed  from  the  disaster, 
and  to  such  a  degree  did  their  compassionate  feelings  of  hospitality  shine 
forth,  that  on  the  following  day  there  was  not  one  human  being  without 
shelter. 

"One  of  my  first  measures  was  the  sending  of  three  ships  to  Phila- 
delphia, directed  to  the  care  of  our  resident  minister,  besides  issuing 
several  permits,  in  order  that  with  the  shortest  possible  delay  we  might 
receive  provisions,  a  supply  of  nails,  medicines,  and  other  articles  of  first 
necessity,  at  reasonable  prices,  for  which  purpose  we  withdrew  from  your 
royal  coffers  here  the  sum  of  $24,000  on  account,  for  the  payment  of 
3000  barrels  of  flour  which  I  have  already  ordered. 

"  The  people  not  comprised  in  this  general  misfortune  have  volun- 
tarily offered  generally  to  subscribe  to  a  fund  for  the  rebuilding  of 
the  edifices  most  needed.  The  ecclesiastical  corps,  represented  by 
their  vicar,  has  suppressed  for  the  time  being  the  collection  of  all 
parochial  dues.  Col.  Maxent  has  exhibited  on  this  occasion  evidences 
of  the  most  considerate  charity,  having  afforded  a  home  and  sustenance 
to  a  very  large  number  of  families  who  sought  a  place  of  refuge  at  his 
residence.  He  sold  me  the  stock  of  rice  and  tobacco  he  had  on  hand  at 
the  prices  current  before  the  fire,  and  even  offered  to  go  up  to  the  Post 
of  Pointe  Coupee  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  signatures  of  those  who 
desire  to  voluntarily  subscribe  to  the  relief  of  these  unfortunates. 

"The  loss  of  the  edifices  destroyed  has  been  estimated  at  $i,oSo,ooo, 
without  including  many  valuable  goods  and  effects;  and  as  this  fact  can- 
not be  ascertained  now  with  any  degree  of  precision,  unless  it  be  through 
the  declarations  of  the  interested  parties  themselves,  we  have  issued  an 
edict  to  the  effect  that,  within  a  delay  of  eight  days,  every  victim  shall 
furnish  me  with  a  detailed  statement  of  his  loss.  This  order  has  not 
been  complied  with  as  yet,  for  the  reason  that  many  families  have  retired 
to  a  distance  of  eight  and  ten  leagues  from  this  capital,  and  have  not 
been  informed  in  time.     Hence  I  must  suspend,  until  our  next  mail,  a 
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statement  of  our  total  loss,  which  we  suppose  will  exceed  three  million 
dollars.1'  (The  amount  of  the  loss  was  subsequently  ascertained  to  be 
$2,595,561.) 

It  has  been  worth  while  to  quote  this  report  at  length.  It  describes 
most  graphically  the  unhappy  plight  of  a  community  suddenly  rendered 
houseless  and  hungry  by  a  devastating  fire,  and  emphasizes  the  immunity 
we  enjoy,  under  the  protecting  arm  of  our  brave  firemen  of  to-day. 
Moreover,  it  gives  a  touching  view  of  the  tender  and  compassionate  solic- 
itude of  this  old  Spanish  Governor  of  a  century  ago  for  the  well-being  of 
his  people,  and  shows  that  in  his  zeal  for  their  protection  he  had  the 
sympathy  and  cooperation  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  day. 

But  the  most  useful  teaching  of  this  dreadful  narrative  lies  in  the 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  unless  forearmed  with  the  implements  espe- 
cially designed  to  extinguish  fires,  no  city  has  any  hope  of  safety  in  the 
presence  of  fire.  This  was  a  civilized  city  that  was  burned  down  in  1788, 
and  its  affairs  were  directed  by  trustworthy  representatives  of  one  of  the 
most  highly  civilized  nations  of  Europe.  And  yet,  when  the  emergency 
arose  which  the  experience  of  other  cities  must  have  shown  them  was 
certain  to  arise,  the  best  they  could  do  was  to  hunt  through  the  artillery 
quarters  for  such  military  implements  as  were  the  best  adapted  to  the 
purpose  of  staying  the  progress  of  the  fire — a  few  pioneers'  axes,  a  few 
military  picks,  and  such  implements  as  would  enable  them  to  pull  down 
houses  and  parts  of  houses  that  left  standing  might  feed  the  flames  with 
fuel.  Apparently  not  a  bucket,  and  certainly  no  organized  preparation 
to  even  pass  water  in  buckets  to  put  out  the  fire  where  it  burned,  or  to 
wet  the  roofs  that  stood  in  the  path  of  the  fire. 

What  private  measures  were  taken  after  this  fire  does  not  appear  in 
any  record  ;  but  it  would  be  strange  if,  after  such  an  appalling  experi- 
ence, there  was  not  a  very  general  movement  towards  the  procuring  of 
fire  buckets,  at  that  time  in  general  use  in  this  country.  But  the  first 
official  reference  to  the  subject  of  organization  against  fire  appears  in  the 
ordinances  of  Carondelet  in  1792,  four  years  after  the  great  calamity  of 
1788.  By  that  time  there  were  not  only  fire  buckets  but  fire  engines  as 
well.  The  city  was  then  divided  into  four  wards,  in  each  of  which  an 
Alcalde  de  Carno,  or  commissary  of  police,  was  appointed.  These 
officials  were  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  fire  engines  and  their  imple- 
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ments,  to  assume  command  at  all  fires,  and  to  organize  new  companies  as 
occasion  required.  At  this  same  time  other  changes  were  instituted 
which  marked  a  long  step  forward  in  municipal  affairs.  Military  com- 
panies were  organized,  the  streets  were;  lighted  for  the  first  time,  and  the 
only  newspaper  ever  established  during  the  Spanish  domination  was 
started,  Lc  Monitcur  dc  la  Louisiaiic. 

That  the  managers  of  the  new  equipment  for  protection  from  fire 
had  their  business  to  learn — and  it  is  a  business  that  calls  for  large  experi- 
ence and  scientific  knowledge  and  the  application  of  it — is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  it  was  only  two  years  before  another  great  calamity  fell  upon 
the  re-built  city.  The  streets  that  were  desolated  by  the  fire  of  1788, 
promptly  rebuilt  with  improved  houses  during  the  interval,  were  again 
swept  clean  by  a  fire  occurring  in  1794,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the 
alcaldes  and  their  firemen.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  city  was 
reduced  to  ashes  at  this  time  ;  and  we  may  presume  that  similar  suffering 
among  the  people  followed  the  disaster,  although  we  have  no  kind-hearted 
Miro  to  chronicle  it  or  the  measures  that  were  undoubtedly  taken  for  its 
relief.  There  is  a  long  interval  between  this  and  the  next  record  bearing 
upon  the  history  of  the  City's  fire  department.  We  can  not  doubt  that 
during  this  interval  there  was  a  gradual  introduction  of  improved  fire 
apparatus  such  as  was  then  in  use  in  other  cities  of  America;  that  there 
was  a  steady  enlistment  of  the  better  class  of  men  in  the  lofty  duty  of 
service  among  the  fire  companies  ;  and  a  careful  scrutiny  on  the  part  of 
the  governing  officials  of  the  city  and  state  of  the  means  for  prevention. 
But  promptly  upon  the  reorganization  of  New  Orleans  as  a  chief  city  in 
an  American  Territory,  in  1804,  the  City  Council  gave  its  attention  to 
the  question  of  passing  ordinances  for  the  government  of  the  fire  com- 
panies. _ 

On  the  seventh  of  April,  1804,  the  Council  received  a  report  from  a 
Committee  (presumably  made  up  of  those  who  were  already  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  fire  engines)  to  the  effect  that  for  each  of  the  four  engines 
then  in  service,  in  the  four  Quarters  of  the  city,  they  would  recommend 
a  company  of  fifteen  men,  commanded  by  a  foreman.  This  committee 
consisted  of  Messrs.  Chesse,  Seguin,  Martin,  McNeal,  Hilaire  Boutte, 
Marre,  Letourneau  and  Gagne.  The  Council  adopted  this  report,  and 
appointed  as  foremen,  le  Sieur  Chesse  for  the  First  Quarter,  McNeal  for 
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the  Second,  Hilaire  Boutte  for  the  Third  and  Gagne  for  the  Fourth 
Quarter,  leaving  it  for  these  appointees  to  choose  their  assistant  foremen. 
The  Council  also  accepted  the  offer  of  Messrs.  Hilaire  Boutte  and  Gagne 
to  provide  quarters  for  the  engines.  On  the  iith  of  April  the  foremen 
presented  their  lists  of  proposed  members  of  their  respective  companies, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed — the  first  "Fire  Committee"  of  the 
City  Council — consisting  of  Messrs.  Petit,  Faurie  and  Donalson,  to  look 
after  the  details  of  the  fire  service,  with  power  to  honor  the  requisitions 
of  the  foremen.  That,  even  at  this  early  day,  names  were  given  to  the 
engines,  appears  from  the  record  that  on  July  7,  "the  firemen  attached  to 
the  engine  1  L' Union'  submitted  a  communication  nominating  twenty- 
five  members,  giving  assurances  for  their  supervision  and  for  maintaining 
their  organization — eight  of  them  always  to  fulfill  the  additional  duty  of 
officers  or  soldiers  of  militia."  Answer  was  made  to  them  that  the  City 
Council  "observed  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  this  evidence  of  their 
zeal,  that  it  would  always  hasten  to  grant  their  requests,  and  that  the 
Committee  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  engines  would  furnish 
them,  or  would  authorize  them  to  have  made,  the  apparatus  they  might 
require."  It  makes  a  modern  fireman  sigh  to  think  how  polite  and  con- 
siderate City  Councils  were  ninety  years  ago  !  Two  days  later  the 
Council  made  an  appropriation  of  $1000  for  the  maintenance  of  five 
engines,  and  in  August  regulations  were  passed  requiring  the  detail  of 
five  firemen  each  week  for  patrol  duty. 

Required  to  report  directly  to  headquarters,  the  foremen  of  these 
early  companies  were  very  independent  of  one  another,  and  therefore  of 
any  control  except  the  tardy  supervision  of  the  Council.  Consequently, 
so  soon  as  November  7,  it  became  necessary  to  begin  discipline.  On  that 
date,  in  Council  meeting,  "a  member  observed  that  the  engine  confided 
to  the  care  of  Messrs.  Chesse  and  Seguin  [Seguin  being  evidently 
Chesse's  Assistant]  was  in  an  unserviceable  condition,  which  indicated 
the  greatest  negligence  on  their  part  in  fulfilling  the  obligations  which 
their  calling  imposed  on  them  ;  but  that  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  render  to 
Mr.  Macknill  [sic]  the  justice  that  was  due  to  him  for  the  zeal  he  brought 
to  the  care  of  his  engine;  and  that  Messrs.  Hilaire  [Boutte]  and  Gaien- 
nie,  although  free  from  all  reproach  in  this  respect,  would  have  need,  in 
his  opinion,  of  some  encouragement  to  do  still  better."    Whereupon  the 
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Council  solemnly  recorded  its  displeasure  in  regard  to  the  laxity  of 
Messrs.  Chesse  and  Sequin,  and  gave  a  gentler  admonition  to  Messrs. 
Hilaire  and  Gaiennie  by  way  of  the  "encouragement"  bespoken  for  them 
by  the  member  making  this  stated  report  on  the  condition  of  the  city's 
apparatus.  On  motion  of  the  Mayor,  the  Council  decided,  Nov.  14th, 
on  a  rigorous  inspection  of  chimnies  by  the  Commissioners  of  each 
Quarter,  who  should  go  accompanied  by  a  mason  and  the  Chief  of  Police, 
the  approaching  winter  season  requiring  exceptional  precautions  against 
fire.  About  this  time  the  arduous  continuity  of  the  fireman's  work  was 
recognized  by  exemption  from  patrol  duty,  and  the  regular  patrol  was 
required  in  case  of  fire  to  notify  the  foremen  of  the  engine  companies. 

In  1806  the  enactments  concerning  fire  matters  related  to  the  more 
careful  policing  of  fires  to  prevent  depredations  ;  the  prohibition  of 
shingled  roofs  ;  and  the  granting  of  additional  quarters  in  the  City  Hall 
to  Bias  Pluche,  jailer  of  the  police  prison,  in  consideration  of  his  greasing" 
the  engine  kept  there  and  caring  for  the  fire-buckets.  Mr.  Hilaire  Boutte 
was,  on  Nov.  12th  of  that  year,  rewarded  for  "the  zeal  and  activity  which 
he  has  constantly  displayed  in  every  case  of  fire"  by  having  the  small 
engine  which  had  been  in  his  charge  replaced  with  "  one  of  the  new  large 
engines  last  received  from  the  north." 

On  January  31,  1807,  the  Council  passed  the  most  important  fire 
ordinance  of  the  early  days,  the  famous  "  Bucket  Ordinance,"  in  which 
were  summarized  all  the  existing  regulations  on  the  subject,  and  all  the 
wisdom  at  that  day  obtainable  on  the  general  subject.  The  terms  of  the 
preamble  to  this  ordinance  are  so  instructive  as  to  the  history  of  fires  in 
New  Orleans  that  they  are  quoted  in  full  : 

Whereas,  the  recent  fires  menaced  the  city  with  the  most  imminent  danger ;  that  it  was  only 
by  an  unhoped  for  good  fortune  that  the  disaster  was  limited  to  the  buildings  in  which  the  fire  orig- 
inated ;  that  the  services  rendered  with  more  zeal  than  order  by  the  authorities  and  the  citizens  w  ould 
have  had  no  such  efficacy  as  should  be  expected  of  them,  if  the  violence  of  the  wind  had  made  itself 
felt;  that  the  fires  of  1788  and  1794  left  such  terrors  in  the  mind  that  at  the  appearance  of  the  first 
sparks  the  greater  part  of  the  citizens,  smitten  with  the  idea  that  the  progress  of  the  fire  cannot  be 
arrested,  occupy  themselves  only  with  saving  their  effects,  whereas  if,  understanding  their  interests 
better,  they  would  betake  themselves  at  the  first  alarm  to  the  scene  of  the  fire,  their  prompt  efforts 
directed  in  an  orderly  manner  and  administered  together,  would  prevent  the  fire  from  communicating 
itself  to  the  neighboring  buildings  and  to  other  quarters  of  the  city,  and  would  limit  it  to  the  house 
in  which  it  had  its  origin  ; 
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Whereas,  moreover,  through  a  kind  of  selfishness  or  carelessness,  many  citizen  proprietors 
neglect  to  expose  their  persons  in  such  a  calamity,  because  they  believe  that  they  are  beyond  the 
danger  of  fire ;  while  others,  non-proprietors,  refuse  to  report  themselves,  or  to  work  at  the 
extinguishment  being  upon  the  ground,  without  reflecting  that  if  the  city  is  burned  they  will  find  no 
refuge,  or  that  they  will  have  to  hire  at  an  exorbitant  price  the  houses  which  have  not  become  the 
prey  of  the  flames  ; 

Whereas,  finally,  if  it  is  the  Council's  duty  in  the  case  of  fires  to  turn  the  movements  of  the 
citizens  to  the  profit  of  the  commonwealth  instead  of  permitting  them  to  be  lost  in  divergent  and  use- 
less efforts,  it  belongs  equally  to  the  police  administration  to  adopt  measures  dictated  by  prudence  to 
prevent  this  destructive  scourge ; 

The  Council  resolves  as  follows  : 

TITLE  I, 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  FIRES. 

[Under  this  title  explicit  directions  are  given  for  the  building  of  houses,  in  the  construction  of 
which  the  use  of  wood  is  forbidden  within  certain  limits.  The  proper  care  of  combustible  material  is 
strictly  enjoined,  and  the  police  are  charged  with  seeing  to  this.  This  title  contains  twenty-four 
articles.  Art.  xiv  requires  every  householder  to  have  on  his  premises  a  well  of  at  least  ten  feet  depth 
and  four  feet  in  diameter  and  to  keep  the  same  in  good  condition.] 

Art.  xx.  It  is  enjoined  on  all  householders  in  the  city  and  faubourgs  to  have  on  their  prem- 
ises at  least  two  fire-buckets  ;  and  such  owners  as  lease  their  houses  shall  be  held  responsible  for 
handing  over  to  their  tenants  the  above  number  of  buckets,  which  the  tenants  shall  surrender  on 
their  leaving,  under  penalty  of  furnishing  them  anew,  or  of  paying  the  amount  if  they  are  damaged  or 
lost.  The  proprietors  and  tenants  must  put  and  suspend  the  fire-buckets  in  a  conspicuous  place  in 
the  house,  and  keep  them  sheltered  from  dampness.  They  must  not  refuse  to  produce  them  for  such 
person  as  shall  be  charged  by  the  Mayor  with  making  inspection,  at  least  every  three  months  ;  and 
in  case  the  said  buckets  shall  become  damaged  or  their  number  incomplete,  the  said  proprietors  or 
tenants  shall  see  to  their  repair  or  replacement  within  a  fortnight  after  notice,  on  penalty  of  five  dol- 
lars fine.  If,  after  a  delay  of  six  months  from  the  publication  of  this,  the  owners  of  houses  have  no 
fire-buckets  furnished,  the  city  shall  provide  them  at  cost  price,  to  the  number  of  buckets  for  which 
each  is  responsible.  The  Council  requests  citizens  in  comfortable  circumstances  to  procure  them  fire- 
buckets  in  a  larger  quantity  than  that  fixed  above. 

Art.  XXI.  It  is  enjoined  on  the  Director  of  the  existing  play-house  to  dig  within  his  enclosure 
at  least  two  wells  of  the  dimensions  described  in  Art.  xiv  ;  to  provide  twelve  large  casks  which  shall 
always  be  full  of  water,  and  which  shall  be  placed  above  and  below  the  theatre  and  in  the  passages 
which  adjoin  it ;  under  penalty  of  $99  fine.  The  city  shall  keep  constantly  at  the  said  place  one 
engine,  three  dozen  buckets,  ten  axes,  two  sledge-hammers,  two  gaffs  and  two  hooks,  which  the 
Director  shall  be  responsible  to  produce  for  the  Mayor  or  the  Commissary  of  Police  whenever 
required ;  and  in  case  any  of  these  articles  shall  be  found  damaged  or  lost,  he  shall  be  compelled  to 
replace  them  or  to  pay  the  cost.  He  must  also  keep  them  sheltered  from  dampness,  and  in  a  con- 
spicuous place  so  that  they  may  be  easily  found  in  case  of  need. 

Art.  XXII.  There  shall  be  constantly  in  one  of  the  halls  of  the  City  Hall,  under  the  peristyle, 
a  depot  of  four  engines,  with  twelve  dozen  buckets,  twelve  ladders,  ten  grappling  irons  and  their 
chains,  ten  gaffs,  twelve  shovels,  twelve  pickaxes,  twenty  axes  and  ten  sledge  hammers,  all  with  the 
mark  of  the  city.  .  .  .  Above  the  door  there  shall  read  in  large  letters  and  in  the  English  and  French 
languages — "  Depot  des  Pompes.''  .  .  . 
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Art  xxiii,  The  remaining  engines  of  the  city  shall  be  distributed  in  the  following-  manner: 
i.  One  at  the  play-house  ;  2.  One  in  each  of  the  Quarters  of  the  city;  3,  One  in  the  Faubourg 
See.  .Marie.  Each  engine,  with  the  exception  of  that  at  the  play-house,  shall  be  placed  in  ,1  shed, 
isolated  and  built  for  the  purpose,  and  there  shall  be  appropriated  to  its  service  three  do^en  buckets. 
Over  the  door  of  the  shed  in  the  1st  Quarter  of  the  city,  there  shall  read  in  large  letters  and  in  the 
two  languages,  "  Depot  de  la  Pompe  du  ler  Quarticr ;  "  and  ,i  like  inscription  for  the  others,  save  the 
number,  which  shall  correspond  to  that  of  the  Quarter  in  which  the  engine  shall  be  placed.  On  the 
door  of  the  shed  of  the  Faubourg  Ste.  Marie  it  shall  read  "  Ik-pot  de  la  Pompe  du  Faubourg  Ste. 
Marie  ;  "  and  each  foreman  shall  have  the  key  of  the  shed  in  which  the  engine  he  commands  shall 
be  enclosed. 

Art.  xxiv.    [Relates  to  the  care  of  the  engines. J 

TITLE  SECOND. 

FIK1  AND  SAPEURS. 

Art.  xxv.  For  the  service  of  each  large  engine,  the  Mayor  shall  appoint  immediately  a  com- 
pany of  firemen,  composed  of  a  foreman,  an  assistant  foreman,  and  twenty  men  ;  and  to  each  engine 
of  smaller  capacity  shall  be  assigned  a  company  of  twelve  men,  including  the  foreman  and  assistant 
foreman. 

ART.  xxvi.  There  shall  also  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  a  company  of  sapeurs,  composed  of 
thirty  workmen  accustomed  to  use  the  axe,  such  as  carpenters,  joiners,  wheelwrights,  blacksmiths  and 
ironworkers.    Such  sapeurs  shall  be  employed  in  the  serv  ice  of  the  engine  whenever  it  shall  be  necessary. 

Art.  xxvii.  All  these  different  companies  shall  be  commanded  by  a  captain  and  two  lieuten- 
ants, who  shall  receive,  directly  and  on  all  occasions,  the  orders  of  the  Mayor  or  the  Commissaires  of 
the  Quarter,  as  will  be  hereafter  indicated,  and  will  communicate  them  to  the  foreman. 

Art.  xxx  111.  On  the  first  Sunday  of  every  month  the  engine  companies  shall  repair  with  their 
engines  to  the  Place  d'Armes,  to  exercise  in  playing  the  engines  and  to  examine  their  condition. 
This  duty  shall  take  place  in  summer  from  six  to  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  winter  from 
seven  to  nine,  in  the  presence  of  the  Captain  or  his  Lieutenants.  At  the  end  of  this  exercise,  or  after 
a  fire,  the  foremen  shall  designate  such  engines  as  appear  to  need  repairs;  in  such  case  the  engine 
for  repair  shall  be  taken  immediately  to  the  mechanic  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  engines  ;  and 
in  case  of  important  repairs  the  said  mechanic  shall  not  claim  any  payment  until  the  repaired  engine 
shall  have  played  again,  and  two  experts  officially  appointed  shall  have  agreed  as  to  the  excellence 
and  permanency  of  the  work  and  have  made  an  estimate  of  it,  by  a  certificate  which  they  shall  deposit 
with  the  Mayor.  There  shall  be  dug  at  the  Place  d'Armes  two  wells,  which  shall  furnish  water  to 
play  the  said  engines. 

TITLE  THIRD. 

A!  1 1   IN'   CASE  OF  FIRE. 

Art.  xxix.  As  soon  as  a  fire  breaks  out  in  the  city  or  the  faubourgs,  the  person  who  perceives 
it  shall  cry  "  Fire  !  "  and  betake  himself  immediately  to  the  watch-house  at  the  City  Hall  in  order  to 
warn  the  guard  to  cause  the  bell  to  be  rung  and  hasten  to  the  Mayor  to  notify  him  of  this  emergency. 
Then  the  watchmen,  constable,  and  other  citizens  who  maybe  at  the  City  Hall  shall  turn  out  the 
engines,  buckets,  and  other  apparatus  intended  for  fires.  And  since  the  rapidity  of  the  progress  of 
the  fire  may  render  it  necessary  that  in  the  district  where  it  broke  out  some  one  should  be  authorized 
to  give  without  delay  the  necessary  orders,  and  even  to  represent  the  Mayor  in  case  of  his  absence, 
there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  in  each  district  of  the  city  and  faubourgs  a  Commissaire  annuel, 
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a  substitute  to  exercise  the  said  authority,  and  when  the  Mayor  shall  be  present,  to  co-operate  with 
him  and  under  his  orders,  each  in  his  respective  district,  in  the  execution  of  the  measures  deemed 
necessary.  Among  the  powers  which  the  said  Commissaires  shall  exercise,  equally  with  the  Mayor, 
shall  be  that  of  compelling  all  persons  present  to  work  and  of  preventing  them  from  departing  before 
the  cessation  of  the  fire.  To  make  known  the  authority  of  the  Mayor  and  the  said  Commissaires 
under  these  circumstances,  they  will  wear  on  the  arm  a  red  scarf. 

Art.  xxx.  The  firemen  shall  immediately  report  at  the  houses  of  their  respective  engines,  to  con- 
duct the  same  to  the  place  of  the  fire  and  to  carry  thither  the  buckets.  There  shall  be  awarded  to  the 
company  which  shall  first  bring  its  engine  where  it  is  needed  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  by  way  of  reward. 

Art.  xxxi.    [Requires  the  sapeurs  to  report.] 

Art.  xxxii.  The  foremen  of  firemen  and  sapeurs  are  authorized  to  compel  all  men,  whether 
free  or  slave,  met  in  the  streets,  to  go  to  the  scene  of  the  fire.  There  shall  be  made  extra  patrols  by 
the  watchmen,  for  the  same  object. 

Arts,  xxxiii  to  xlii.  |  Provide  for  the  production  of  buckets  by  householders  as  soon  as  the 
alarm  is  sounded  ;  the  furnishing  of  water  for  the  engines  ;  the  services  of  slaves  at  fires  ;  the  demoli- 
tion of  buildings  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  fire  ;  the  seizure  of  such  wagons  and  other  conveyances 
as  may  be  required  for  transportation  ;  the  procuring  of  additional  water  from  the  river — suitable 
rewards  being  established  for  such  compulsory  service.] 

Title  Fourth  designates  the  Place  d'Armes  as  the  place  where  the  effects  of  citizens  driven 
out  by  fire  shall  be  deposited  under  guard. 

This  Ordinance  was  signed  by  Charles  Trudeau,  president  of  the  Council,  and  John  Watkins, 
Mayor,  January  31st,  1807. 

On  February  7,  1807,  the  Council,  in  petitioning  the  territorial 
Legislature  in  sundry  matters,  included  the  following  request  on  behalf 
of  the  firemen  : — "  Some  companies  of  firemen  have  just  been  organized 
under  the  terms  of  the  Ordinance  Concerning  Fires.  The  citizens  who 
fulfill  these  important  and  laborious  functions  having  to  be  continually  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Police  Magistrates,  have  appeared  to  us  to  deserve 
some  privileges.  Therefore  we  solicit  for  them  exemption  from  all  active 
service  in  the  militia,  such  as  guard  duty,  patrols,  reviews,  etc."  The 
first  recorded  award  for  promptness  under  the  ordinance  was  the  vote  of 
$50  passed  on  March  18,  1807,  to  the  company  first  reaching  the  scene 
of  the  fire  on  the  12th  of  that  month.  On  this  same  day  the  Council 
passed  several  additional  resolutions  governing  official  action  in  case  of 
fire.  A  watchman  was  required  day  and  night  to  be  on  guard  on  the 
porch  of  the  principal  church,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  call  the  hours, 
and  who,  at  the  first  light  of  a  fire  should  ring  the  alarm  on  the  bell.  He 
had  further  to  indicate  to  passing  citizens  the  point  towards  which  they 
should  run  to  the  fire  by  placing  a  flag,  if  in  the  daytime,  a  torch  if  at 
night,  in  the  direction  of  the  place  where  the  fire  appeared.  Article  6 
of  this  ordinance  read  : — "  In  case  of  fire  all  the  watchmen  who  can  be 
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spared  will  report  themselves  at  the  station  in  the  City  Hall,  where  they 
will  be  formed  into  patrols  of  three  or  four  men,  who  shall  follow  the 
direction  of  the  fire  by  parallel  streets,  obliging  the  persons  whom  they 
meet  to  turn  themselves  toward  the  place  of  the  fire  to  give  their  assistance." 

Even  in  the  days  when  a  fire  was  likely  to  become  a  serious  tragedy, 
as  then,  the  city  was  not  free  from  the  dastardly  crime  of  incendiarism, 
and  on  Oct.  7th,  1S07,  the  Council  found  it  necessary  to  pass  the  follow- 
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ing  resolution  : — "Whereas  two  attempts  have  recently  been  made  to 
burn  the  city,  the  Council  resolves  that  the  ordinance  for  the  citizen 
patrol  shall  be  re-enacted  as  a  new  order,  as  a  measure  of  safety,  and 
that  there  shall  be  awarded  a  recompense  of  five  hundred  dollars  to 
every  person  who  shall  denounce  and  secure  the  conviction  before  a  com- 
petent tribunal  of  those  persons  who  set  fire  to  the  house  of  Sieur  Ardax, 
painter,  St.  Peter  Street,  and  to  the  house  situated  at  No.  54  North 
Dauphine  Street,  or  any  other  individuals  who  shall  in  the  future  become 
guilty  of  the  same  crime."  It  was  provided  that  slaves,  who  by  law 
could  not  testify  against  free  white  persons,  should  receive  their  liberty 
as  a  reward  for  giving  information  that  should  lead  to  conviction  in 
similar  cases.  The  practical  joker  seems  to  have  been  born  even  that 
long  ago,  for  several  years  after  this  the  Mayor  received  certain  anony- 
mous communications  denouncing  an  intended  burning  of  the  city,  which 
it  was  thought  was  done  merely  to  produce  an  excitement. 

Serious  fires  occurred  from  time  to  time.  On  July  21st,  18 16,  the 
steamboat  Vesuvius  was  burned,  with  a  valuable  cargo  for  Natchez,  the 
loss  reaching  the  large  amount  of  $200,000.  There  was  such  a  destruc- 
tive fire  on  September  28th,  in  the  same  year,  that  the  officer  command- 
ing the  United  States  troops  in  New  Orleans  offered  through  the  Mayor 
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to  furnish  shelter  in  the  U.  S.  barracks  to  the  poor  families  whose  dwell- 
ings were  destroyed  at  that  time.  Heroic  measures  were  taken  to  stop 
the  progress  of  this  fire,  and  we  find  the  Council  early  in  November 
awarding  indemnity  to  the  citizens,  whose  houses  had  been  pulled  down 
to  get  them  out  of  the  way  of  the  flames.  Three  hundred  dollars  were 
thus  awarded  to  the  Sieur  Beleurgey,  whose  house  on  Bourbon  Street 
was  partly  demolished,  and  six  hundred  dollars  to  Ursin  Durel  for  the 
destruction  of  his  house  on  Toulouse  Street.  The  fire  was  thus  described 
by  the  press  of  the  day  : — 

"  On  Saturday.  Sept.  28,  a  little  after  twelve  o'clock,  a  new  building  adjoining  the  theatre  on 
Orleans  Street  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  the  whole  of  that  square,  from 
the  theatre  to  Bourbon  Street,  the  one  above,  from  Orleans  to  St.  Peter  Street,  (except  the  fire-proof 
building  of  C.  Aloulton)  and  two-thirds  of  the  buildings  on  the  southwest  side  of  St.  Peter  Street, 
were  on  fire.  Among  the  houses  destroyed  were  the  one  in  which  the  tire  commenced  and  the 
Orleans  theatre,  several  dwelling  houses,  and  a  number  of  retail  shops,  the  old  theatre  in  St.  Peter  Street, 
a  large  storehouse  in  the  same  street  full  of  red  and  white  wines,  etc.,  etc.  The  damage  occasioned  by 
the  fire  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  buildings 
destroyed  were,  probably,  about  sixty,  and  from  many  of  them  not  a  single  article  was  saved.  When 
the  fire  was  first  discovered  the  wind  was  high  and  carried  the  sheet  of  flame  with  inconceivable  fury 
towards  the  southwest,  and  when  it  burst  through  the  upper  windows  of  the  theatre,  the  sight  was 
dreadful  and  the  apprehensions  of  its  further  progress  horrible.  The  direction  towards  which  the 
wind  carried  the  burning  pieces  of  timber  was  covered  with  wooden  buildings,  and  many  persons 
had  no  hopes  of  stopping  the  fire  until  it  reached  the  commons.  The  sparks  set  fire  to  buildings 
in  several  other  squares  ;  indeed,  we  have  been  informed  by  persons  of  respectability  that  houses 
caught  in  Conti  Street,  and  one  even  in  Customhouse  Street.  Fortunately,  however,  the  wind 
abated  about  three  o'clock,  and  the  exertions  of  a  part  of  the  persons  present  succeeded  in  getting 
the  fire  under.  We  have  said  a  part  of  the  persons  present.  It  is  painful  to  us  to  use  the  language 
of  reprehension,  but  when  the  safety  of  a  city  is  in  danger  the  man  who  can  stand  idly  looking  on, 
without  attempting  to  render  every  service  in  his  power,  deserves  to  be  set  up  as 

'  A  fixed  figure,  for  the  hand  of  scorn 
To  point  its  slow  and  meaning  finger  at.' 

Of  such,  we  are  concerned  to  say,  many  were  to  be  seen  on  Saturday ;  let  them  suffer  in  silence  those 
stings  of  conscience  which  public  contempt  so  keenly  quickens  But  there  were  others  who  deserve 
every  eulogium  which  gratitude  can  bestow  ;  in  their  bosoms  they  bear  the  consciousness  of  having 
performed  their  duty  ;  in  public  they  receive  the  applause  of  every  good  man.  We  cannot  name  all 
who  have  done  well,  and  we  will  not  do  injustice  to  the  many  by  naming  a  few.  We  cannot  close 
this  article  without  earnestly  entreating  our  fellow-citizens  to  take  some  measures  to  prevent  a  recur- 
rence of  so  dreadful  a  calamity.  In  every  other  city  in  the  Union  every  attention  is  paid  to  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  firemen  and  the  preservation  of  their  various  engines  and  implements  for  extinguishing 
fires  ;  here  we  have  none  of  this.  With  one-third  of  the  exertions  used  on  Saturday  the  fire  might 
have  been  stopped  before  it  reached  St.  Peter  Street ;  but  though  there  was  abundance  of  force,  it 
was  exerted  like  that  of  the  blind  Cyclops,  at  random.  Had  there  been  an  eye  to  direct  the  effort 
the  danger  would  have  soon  dissipated." 
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Hen1,  then,  was  the  first  lesson  given  to  New  Orleans — a  lesson 
which,  unhappily,  it  has  had  to  learn  over  and  over  again — that  carefully 
framed  ordinances  passed  by  a  City  Council  do  not  of  themselves  estab- 
lish a  competent  fire  department.  The  Council  returned  to  its  task  the 
following  year,  and  enacted  voluminous  addenda  to  the  existing  ordi- 
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nances.  But  the  essential  fact  that  neither  ordinances  nor  apparatus, 
without  discipline  and  competent  direction,  can  give  efficiency,  had  not 
been  borne  in  on  them.  Nor,  indeed,  did  the  citizens  themselves  appre- 
ciate that  fact  until  some  years  later,  when  the  first  steps  were  taken  to 
establish  a  line  of  fire  companies,  with  modern  organization,  modern 
equipment,  and  modern  methods  of  work. 

In  Jul)',  1 S 1  7,  an  ordinance  was  adopted  creating,  under  the  name  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  what  elsewhere  are  known  as  Fire  W  ardens.  The 
Mayor  was  authorized  to  name  forty  of  these  commissioners,  five  in  each 
of  the  eight  wards.  Bearing  white  wands  as  a  badge  of  office  and 
authority,  it  was  their  duty  "to  repair  to  the  place  of  fire,  in  order  to 
employ  and  direct  all  persons,  whether  free  or  slaves,  who  shall  have 
come  to  the  fire,  by  forming  them  into  ranks  for  the  purpose  of  handing 
buckets  to  supply  the  fire  engines  with  water  ;  to  keep  as  far  as  possibh- 
from  the  fire  all  idle  persons,  and  for  that  purpose  the)'  shall  call  on  the 
City  Guard  to  station  a  sufficient  number  of  sentinels  to  keep  back  the 
idle  multitude  ;  to  superintend  and  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the 
engines  and  other  implements  necessary  for  extinguishing  fires  and 
direct  them  to  be  carried  to  the  most  suitable  places,  to  be  put  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  workmen  ;  to  call  upon  and  employ  a  sufficient  number  of 
carts  with  their  drivers  for  the  transportation  of  the  aforesaid  imple- 


48 


NEW  ORLEANS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


ments,  as  well  as  of  the  effects  and  furniture  of  the  persons  most  exposed 
to  the  danger  of  fire."  The  Commissioners  appointed  under  this  law  for 
1821  were  as  follows  : — 

1st  Ward — Messrs.  N.  Dick,  P.  Kumbell,  E.  Paulding,  S.  Sheperd,  David  Urquhart. 

ind  Ward — Messrs.  Nicholas  Mirton,  Perrilliat  Jeune,  Samuel  Hermann,  F.  Percy,  L.  B.  Grima. 

yd  Ward—  Messrs,  Guillion.  L.  LeRoy,  Aug,  Douce,  B.  Bossier,  Simon  Mittheaud. 

4//1  Ward—  Messrs.  Dutillet,  pere,  Capt.  Copping,    Malus,   Landreau. 

5///  Ward — Messrs.  Phillippe  Thezan,  Jacques  Guesnon,  P.  Bourgoin,  Jean  Crusset. 
6tk  Ward—  Messrs.  Caleb  Cox,  Robert  McNeill,  Jos.  Winter,  Jos.  Thomas,  Judge  Tyrner,  L. 
Nath.  Cox. 

yth  Ward — Messrs.  Livandais,  Dupasseau,  Gaignie,  pere,  G.  Hunter. 

S///  Ward — Messrs.  Joachim  Courcelle,  Domignon,  J.  B.  Planche,  J.  Mercier.  L.  Hennard. 

About  this  time  also  there  was  a  call  for  volunteers  to  enroll  them- 
selves as  pioneers  in  the  fire  companies,  and  notice  was  given  that  free 
men  of  color  would  be  permitted  to  form  one  or  more  companies  of  fire- 
men or  engineers  (sapeurs)  and  pioneers.  In  the  light  of  subsequent 
experience,  of  which  something  will  be  said  later  on,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  material  here  for  friction  in  the  working  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment as  then  constituted.  Indeed,  the  whole  system  was  wrong.  The 
young  city  was  beginning  at  the  wrong  end,  and  instead  of  evolving  a 
competent  city  department  out  of  a  strong  volunteer  organization,  as  had 
been  done  with  success  elsewhere,  it  attempted  to  graft  a  volunteer  fol- 
lowing onto  a  municipal  department  made  to  order,  and  that  without 
suitable  materials — bricks  without  straw.  The  system  started  out  on  a 
basis  of  pay  for  sundry  services  all  along  the  line  ;  and  started  conse- 
quently without  any  of  the  public-spirited  dash  which  always  character- 
izes a  volunteer  service  performed  as  a  civic  duty,  and  establishes  an 
esprit  de  corps  which  is  handed  over  to  a  properly  developed  paid 
department  when  it  follows  as  a  natural  outgrowth  of  a  high-minded  vol- 
unteer department.  We  do  not  wonder,  then,  at  finding  Mayor  Ruffig- 
nac  calling  upon  the  engine  and  hose  companies  to  meet  at  the  Mayor's 
Office  in  July,  1824,  with  the  significant  words  added,  "  The  urgency  of 
this  meeting  has  been  sufficiently  demonstrated  at  the  last  fire."  The 
drift  of  the  conference  then  held  may  be  inferred  from  a  report  made  to 
the  City  Council  a  few  weeks  later,  when  a  special  committee  reported  in 
favor  of  the  organization  of  an  additional  fire  company  from  among  the 
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lamplighters  and  the  City  Cuard,  allowing  the  members  a  salary  of  three 
dollars  per  month.  It  would  not  be  surprising  to  know  that  the  attempt 
to  run  a  department  so  exacting  in  its  requirements  as  to  skill  and  effi- 
ciency and  personal  bravery  for  money  considerations,  and  those  consid- 
erations very  meagre,  too,  and  that  at  a  time  when  the  city  finances 
required  the  reduction  of  salaries  from  the  Mayor  down  to  the  city  black- 
smith, as  was  the  case  that  very  year,  had  the  effect  of  keeping  out  of 
the  service  the  very  class  of  men  the  service  needed.  And  at  the  same 
time,  there  must  have  been  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  for  a  volunteer  department  of  the  kind  and  quality  that 
in  other  cities  of  the  Union  had  made  the  name  of  fireman  glorious 
throughout  the  country.  So  long  as  the  fire  service  was  manned  by  the 
class  that  could  be  attracted  by  the  desire  to  get  two  or  three  dollars  a 
month,  it  was  impossible  to  enlist  in  it  the  better  class  that  would  gladly 
serve  the  city  for  the  honor  of  it.  It  was  on  this  line,  doubtless,  that 
the  citizens  sought  to  have  the  service  reformed,  though  it  does  not 
appear  what  steps  they  took  to  this  end. 

At  all  events,  early  in  the  year  1829,  the  step  was  taken  which 
started  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans  on  its  noble 
career.  This  was  the  organization  of  Volunteer  Company  No.  1.  The 
public  spirit  which  gave  rise  to  this  organization  has  been  referred  to 
heretofore,  in  the  words,  "  Originating  with  the  people,  the  department 
has  always  been  of  the  people  ;  and  in  its  long  and  useful  career  involves 
both  the  social  and  public  history  of  the  City  and  State."  Undoubtedly, 
the  initial  step  thus  taken  by  the  men  who  organized  this  company  must 
be  regarded  as  a  movement  on  the  part  of  citizens,  thoroughly  in  ear- 
nest, to  do  for  themselves  what  had  not  been  effectively  done  for  them. 


Hand  Kncine,  ivi  Dkcakk.  irjrn  Century. 


James  Gulick,  of  New  York. 

The  Tyfiml  Volunteer  Fireman 


CHAPTER  III. 


THE  VOLUNTEER  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

First  two  Decades  Under  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association— 
Dissatisfaction  with  Old  Methods — Organization  of  Volunteer 
No.  i  and  the  First  Six  Companies— The  First  Revolt  Against 
City  Interference— Firemen's  Charitable  Association  Organized- 
Original  Officers,  Delegates  and  Members — Irad  Ferry,  the  First 
Martyr — The  Ferry  Monument  and  the  Firemen's  Cemeteries — 
Notable  Fires — Obsequies  of  General  Jackson — The  First  Engine 
Built  in  New  Orleans — A  Year  of  Tragedies — Death  of  Wood- 
ruff and  McLeod — Burning  of  the  Steamboat  St.  James — Origin 
of  the  Fourth  of  March  Parade— First  Election  of  Isaac  N. 
Marks  as  President— Condition  and  Purposes  of  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association— Troubles  with  the  City  Authorities. 


JOR  nearly  a  decade  previous  to  1829,  the  property  interests  of 
New  Orleans  had  been  growing  rapidly  under  the  impulse  ot 
the  commercial  activity  that  ensued  upon  the  close  of  the  war 
with  England.  The  development  of  agriculture  throughout 
the  State  multiplied  the  demands  and  opportunities  of  the  State's  princi- 
pal port,  and  not  only  were  the  dimensions  of  the  city  extended,  but  the 
importance  and  market  value  of  its  buildings  appreciated  enormously. 
Great  warehouses  were  built,  docks  were  extended,  banks,  churches  and 
other  public  edifices  were  erected.  Not  only  did  the  value  of  perishable 
property  increase,  but  the  evidences  of  an  early  commercial  greatness  for 
New  Orleans  so  multiplied  that,  so  soon  as  182 1,  the  erection  of  wooden 
buildings  within  certain  limits  was  prohibited. 

As  yet,  however,  notwithstanding  this  and  other  precautions  against 
the  occurrence  of  fire,  nothing  satisfactory  to  the  citizens  was  done 
towards  putting  the  establishment  of  the  means  of  extinguishing  fire  on 
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a  suitable  basis.  In  other  parts  of  the  country  volunteer  fire  depart- 
ments were  already  in  successful  operation,  and  the  "  vogue  "  of  the  vol- 
unteer fireman,  with  all  its  hilarious  joys  and  its  exceeding  usefulness, 
was  added  to  the  stern  sense  of  duty  which  was  felt  deep  down  in  the 
hearts  of  the  men  who  organized  Volunteer  No.  i. 

A  more  particular  account  of  the  starting  of  this  first  company  will 
be  given  under  the  proper  head  further  on  in  this  work.  It  suffices  for 
the  present  purpose  to  say  that  it  was  started  in  April,  1829.  It  was 
promptly  recognized  by  the  Legislature,  and  incorporated.  In  the  same 
year,  somewhat  later,  this  was  followed  by  the  organization  of  a  second 
company,  at  first  called  Louisiana,  but  soon  afterwards  Mississippi  No. 
2.  The  official  record  of  the  organization  dated  from  January  22,  1830. 
In  1834,  there  was  great  activity  in  the  organization  of  new  companies, 
doubtless  owing  in  part  to  the  success  of  the  companies  already  in  existence, 
both  in  taking  care  of  the  interests  of  the  city  and  in  having  a  good 
time.  And  by  the  end  of  that  year  there  were  six  companies  in  existence, 
most  of  which  had  been  organized,  or  were  so  far  under  way  as  to 
make  a  representation,  in  time  to  participate  in  the  grand  memorial 
parade  in  July  of  that  year,  in  honor  of  the  illustrious  Lafayette,  the 
friend  of  Washington  and  America,  who  died  at  that  time.  These  were, 
in  addition  to  those  already  named,  Lafayette  No.  3,  (afterwards  called 
Vigilant),  Washington  No.  4  (afterwards  called  Neptune),  Columbia 
No.  5,  (an  offshoot  from  Volunteer  No.  1,  the  elder  company  having 
been  called  Columbia  for  brief  time),  and  Mechanics  No.  6. 

The  organization  of  companies  after  that  time  proceeded  as  occasion 
or  necessity  required.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  particularize  concern- 
ing them,  as  they  will  be  specially  mentioned  under  their  company  his- 
tories. It  suffices  now  to  say  that  by  1855  there  had  been  as  many  as  24 
Engine  Companies,  4  Hook  &  Ladder  Companies,  and  several  Hose 
Companies  organized.  In  that  year,  a  number  of  the  existing  companies 
were  disbanded.  In  1858  there  were  19  Engine  Companies,  1  Steam 
Engine  Company,  4  Hook  &  Ladder  Companies.  By  reason  of  the 
occasional  disbandment  of  companies,  the  organization  of  such  companies 
as  were  brought  into  existence  subsequently,  kept  the  organizations  at 
about  this  number  throughout  the  remaining  history  of  the  Volunteer 
Department. 
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The  early  membership  of  these  companies  was,  as  has  been  said, 
composed  of  the  leading  men  in  the  city,  in  various  walks  of  life.  Pro- 
fessional men,  merchants,  public  officials,  and  others  of  like  prominence, 
lent  their  aid  to  the  establishment  of  the  new  department  on  the  best 
possible  basis.  This  characteristic,  a  membership  of  high  grade,  was 
maintained  throughout  all  the  earl)-  period  of  the  department,  and  with 
exceptions  such  as  are  unavoidable  in  an  organization  of  such  extent,  the 
standard  was  adhered  to.  It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that  there 
was  any  disposition  to  make  the  department  an  institution  of  social 
exclusiveness  ;  that  was  not  the  case.  Its  ranks  were  open  to  all  citizens 
of  good  repute.  But  the  fact  is  that  it  was  the  leading  spirits  of  the 
community  that  joined  the  department  and  took  active  part  in  organiz- 
ing the  new  companies  as  they  from  time  to  time  were  needed  and 
appeared.  After  many  years,  as  the  prominent  men  in  the  early  move- 
ment advanced  in  years  or  were  absorbed  by  such  duties  as  engross  the 
attention  of  men  in  mature  life,  and  as  the  city  grew  and  the  duties  of  a 
fireman,  instead  of  consisting  of  occasional  calls  to  man  the  engines  came 
in  time  practically  to  keep  members  on  duty  at  all  times,  the  member- 
ship little  by  little  was  recruited  from  the  best  class  of  mechanics  and 
laboring  men.  This  of  course  diminished  to  a  degree  the  value  of  the 
social  element  of  the  department  as  it  had  existed  in  the  old  times  ;  but 
the  new  element  was  perhaps  even  better  adapted  to  such  continuous 
duty  as  the  new  conditions  of  the  service  required. 

At  all  times  the  tone  of  the  department  was  high.  In  some  other 
American  cities,  as  the  membership  of  the  fire  departments  changed,  in 
consequence  of  the  new  conditions  alluded  to  above,  the  control  of  the 
companies  has  been  known  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  rather  rowdy 
element,  with  the  result  of  dragging  the  department  into  disrepute, 
because  of  the  extremes  to  which  company  rivalries  were  permitted  to  go. 
Disgraceful  riots  between  hostile  companies  ;  incendiary  fires  caused  by 
members  of  rival  companies,  in  order  by  having  the  advantage  of  knowing 
when  and  where  the  fire  was  to  be  to  settle  an  old  rivalry  ;  neglect  of 
proper  fire  duty  for  the  sake  of  gaining  some  victory  or  advantage  over 
another  company  ;  and  many  other  abuses  detrimental  to  the  service  and 
disparaging  to  its  reputation  have  characterized  the  fire  departments  of 
other  cities.     But  nothing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the 
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fire  department  of  New  Orleans.  There  were  honest  rivalries  between 
the  several  companies,  and  it  could  hardly  be  said  that  there  were  no 
ungenerous  rivalries  ;  there  was  the  strongest  kind  of  competition 
between  the  organizations,  both  in  active  work  on  fire  duty  and  in  the 
various  competitive  exercises  existing  among  them  ;  but  these  never 
were  allowed  to  go  to  the  extent  of  developing  hateful  feuds,  generating 
bad  blood,  or  relegating  duty  to  a  secondary  place  in  order  to  satisfy  a 
spirit  of  rivalry. 

Especially  was  the  New  Orleans  department  free  from  the  element 
of  political  contention,  which  has  often  lain  at  the  foundation  of  bad 
feeling  in  other  departments.  The  New  Orleans  companies  lived  along- 
side of  one  another  in  comparative  harmony,  kept  out  of  politics  and 
attended  to  their  duty.  However  keen  might  have  been  the  rivalry 
among  them,  it  was  a  rivalry  for  eminence  in  a  proper  field,  and  did  not 
affect  their  discharge  of  the  duty  which  was  the  purpose  of  their  exist- 
ence. When  the  fire  came  there  was  only  one  side,  and  on  that  side  the 
companies  stood  together  and  side  by  side  fought  for  the  protection  of 
their  homes  and  those  of  their  fellow-citizens.  It  became  desirable,  in 
the  fullness  of  time,  to  replace  the  old  Volunteer  Department  with  a  paid 
department,  such  as  other  cities  had.  Fire-fighting  had  become  a  science, 
not  an  incident  of  civic  life  ;  and  a  fireman's  work  had  developed  into  a 
vocation,  requiring  so  absolutely  his  whole  time  and  a  special  drill  and 
discipline,  that  only  a  paid  officer  of  the  city  could  be  expected  to  meet 
the  requirements.  But  among  the  reasons  that  operated  to  effect  this 
change  in  New  Orleans  there  was  not  present  any  general  complaint 
against  the  volunteer  firemen,  such  as  elsewhere  has  caused  good  citizens 
to  rejoice  not  alone  at  the  improvement  of  an  important  branch  of  the 
municipal  service,  but  also  at  the  removal  of  a  nuisance.  The  New 
Orleans  Volunteer  Department  went  out  of  existence  bearing  the  grati- 
tude and  good  will  of  every  citizen,  and  its  members  have  only  honorable 
memories  to  look  back  upon. 

The  most  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  department  occurred 
almost  at  the  start.  This  was  the  organization,  in  1834,  of  The  Fire- 
men's Charitable  Association.  How  important  a  step  this  was,  probably 
did  not  occur  to  those  who  were  instrumental  in  bringing  it  about.  It 
was   the  intention  of  the  originators  merely  to  provide,  in  connection 
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with  the  department,  a  system  of  relief  for  needy  members  and  the 
families  of  deceased  members,  similar  to  those  that  were  common  among 
the  firemen  of  other  cities.  This  function  was  indeed  the  principal  one 
of  The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  and  for  the  first  twenty  years 
was  its  only  function.  But  in  the  end  the  Association  became  the  Fire 
Department  itself,  and  for  over  a  third  of  a  century  it  administered  the 
fire  service  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  as  an  independent  body,  thus 
assuming  an  importance  as  a  civic  body  for  which  the  history  of  the  other 
fire  departments  of  the  country  affords  no  parallel.  The  Association 
was  incorporated  March  4,  1 S 3 5 ,  this  circumstance  fixing  the  date  for  the 
Annual  Parade  of  the  department,  which  was  one  of  the  notable  events 
of  the  year  throughout  the  history  of  the  department  ;  but  it  was  organ- 
ized on  Nov.  17,  1834,  and  thus  its  origin  antedates  its  incorporation. 

It  is  probable  that  this  organization  was  an  outgrowth  of  a  previous 
association  among  the  then  existing  companies,  brought  about  for  a 
special  purpose,  which  should  be  mentioned  here,  a  serious  complication 
having  arisen  between  the  companies  and  the  City  authorities,  which 
seeftied  for  a  time  to  threaten  the  very  existence  of  the  department. 
After  the  two  original  companies,  Volunteer  No.  1  and  Mississippi  No. 
2,  had  been  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  city  for  several  years,  and 
new  companies  began  to  organize,  the  City  authorities  for  some  reason 
not  explained  undertook  to  place  the  control  of  the  new  engines, 
Lafayette  No.  3  and  Washington  No.  4,  in  the  hands  of  two  squads  of 
negroes,  with  a  colored  man  named  Johnson  at  their  head.  This  was  in 
1833.  With  the  conception  of  what  a  well-ordered  volunteer  depart- 
ment should  be,  and  what  conditions  were  required  in  order  to  attract 
into  its  service  the  type  of  men  they  had  in  mind,  the  old  companies 
rebelled  against  this  action,  and  undertook  to  have  the  new  machines 
given  back  to  the  companies  of  white  men  who  had  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  manning  them.  A  special  meeting  of  No.  1  was  held  on  Nov. 
18,  1833,  at  the  request  of  No.  2,  to  consider  the  matter,  at  the  New 
Orleans  Coffee  House.  R.  H.  Brunet  presided  and  S.  A.  Reed  acted  as 
secretary.  On  motion  of  C.  Waite,  seconded  by  A.  Henderson,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draft  suitable  resolutions,  and  this  committee, 
consisting  of  C.  Waite,  C.  Aitkins  and  R.  H.  Brunet,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  explain  fully  the  circumstances  : — 
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"Resolved,  that  the  time  having  now  arrived  when  we  should  look 
for  the  organization  of  a  Fire  Department,  and  the  control  of  engines 
placed  with  a  chief  officer  in  the  choice  of  whom  we  have  a  voice,  and 
feeling  much  aggrieved  at  the  recent  resolutions  of  the  City  Council  plac- 
ing the  companies  attached  to  engines  Nos.  3  and  4  under  the  special 
protection  of  the  police  and  good  citizens — we  believing  that  they  were 
fully  protected  previously — it  having  a  tendency  to  make  us  appear  the 
aggressors  and  subjecting  us  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  police  ;  we  deem  it  a 
death  blow  to  the  establishment  of  such  a  department,  inasmuch  as  that 
resolution  will  frequently  bring  Engines  1  and  2  in  collision  with  Nos.  3 
and  4.  It  is  to  be  deprecated,  as  it  will  bring  the  fire  companies  of  white 
citizens  into  ridicule  and  prevent  peaceable  citizens  from  becoming  mem- 
bers or  assisting  them  during  the  time  of  fire,  they  laying  themselves  lia- 
able  to  insult  and  assault  from  persons  they  would  loathe  to  have  any 
association  with. 

"  Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  Engine  Co.  No.  2,  and  who  are  hereby  empowered  to  join  them  on 
behalf  of  the  company  in  a  respectful  but  firm  remonstrance  to  the  City 
Council,  setting  forth  the  disastrous  consequences  of  the  present  system, 
and  praying  the  same  may  be  so  altered  as  to  give  command  to  white 
citizens  ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  them  of  our  willingness  to  do  our 
duties  as  firemen  and  our  wish  for  the  establishment  of  a  Fire  Depart- 
ment ;  and  unless  our  grievances  are  heard  and  acted  upon  immediately, 
it  is  our  determination  to  withdraw  our  services  from  the  City." 

These  resolutions  were  adopted  unanimously,  and  Messrs.  Brunet 
(the  president),  McCauley  and  Reed  were  named  as  the  Committee  to 
confer  with  No.  2. 

The  immediate  steps  following  are  left  to  conjecture,  as  there  seems 
to  be  no  record  of  them.  But  the  resolutions  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
effective  with  the  City  Council,  for  we  soon  find  the  firemen  about  to  put 
their  threat  of  disbandment  into  execution,  their  remonstrance  having 
been  in  vain.  They  gathered  at  their  houses  and  marched  in  a  body  to 
Jackson  Square,  where,  placing  their  engines  together  at  the  side  of  the 
Square,  they  took  their  places  on  a  platform  which  had  been  erected  for 
use  in  a  commemoration  of  the  death  of  Presidents  Adams  and  Jefferson, 
but  not  yet  removed,  and  sent  a  committee  to  notify  the  Mayor,  Denis 
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Prieur,  that  they  awaited  him  for  the  purpose  of  offering  their  resigna- 
tions from  the  service  of  the  City.  Attended  by  other  representatives  of 
the  City  Government,  the  Mayor  came  to  the  platform,  and  there 
received  the  complaints  and  the  ultimatum  of  the  firemen.  In  the  end, 
the  fight  was  won  by  the  firemen,  the  Mayor  and  officials  agreeing  to 
restore  the  engines  to  the  organized  companies,  on  condition  that  the 
companies  should  be  placed  in  a  condition  of  thorough  and  effective 
organization.  This  the  older  companies  agreed  to  become  responsible  for, 
harmony  was  restored  between  the  City  and  the  Fire  Department,  and  the 
danger  was  averted  of  a  measure  which  for  a  time  threatened  to  paralyze 
the  esprit  dc  corps  of  the  infant  department  and  reduce  the  service  to  the 
level  of  hired  drudgery  instead  of  elevating  it  to  the  dignity  of  a  public 
duty.  Having  thus  made  common  cause  in  the  special  emergency  pro- 
duced by  the  action  of  the  authorities,  the  Engine  Companies  were  already 
bound  together  by  common  interests  ;  and  their  assumption  of  responsibil- 
ity for  the  character  of  the  new  organizations  to  be  added  to  their  number 
lent  additional  importance  to  the  necessity  of  forming  a  general  Associa- 
tion in  which  the  several  companies  should  have  representation.  Thus  it 
was  that  The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  found  the  conditions 
ready  for  its  organization,  and  in  mastering  the  first  difficult)-  laid  the 
foundations  of  its  glorious  career. 

It  is  impossible  to  separate  the  history  of  the  fire  department  from 
that  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  For,  although  the  Associ- 
ation for  the  first  twenty-one  years  managed  only  its  own  internal  affairs 
and  was  not  identified  with  the  direction  of  the  fire  service,  yet  it 
exercised  a  controlling  influence  over  the  doings  of  the  firemen  and  the 
fire  companies,  and  its  subsequent  administration  of  the  fire  department 
under  successive  contracts  with  the  city  was  so  intimately  connected  with 
its  activity  as  a  charitable  association,  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  one 
story  of  the  whole,  and  that  a  chronological  one. 

The  proposition  to  merge  the  temporary  association  of  the  compa- 
nies into  a  permanent  benevolent  organization  seems  to  have  come  from 
R.  H.  Brunet,  an  original  member  of  Volunteer  No.  i,  and  afterwards 
one  of  the  founders  of  Columbia  No.  5.  For  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  matter  a  convention  composed  of  five  delegates  from  each  of  the  then 
existing  companies  was  called  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Mississippi  No.  2, 
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on  October  18th,  1834.  In  response  to  this  call,  the  following  delegates 
met  at  the  appointed  time  : — 

Volunteer  No  1. — A.  Hendrickson,  J.  Moses,  H.  B.  Skeels,  J.  D. 
Haynes,  W.  C.  Brewer. 

Mississippi  No.  2. — George  Bedford,  Benjamin  Casey,  Ralph  Hub- 
bard, George  Waite,  Daniel  Goodman. 

Lafayette  No.  3. — Lewis  H.  Pigeon,  J.  F.  Bartholemy,  L.  Bernard, 
A.  Nedaud,  John  Johnson. 

Washington  No.  4. — Louis  Mallard,  C.  P.  Heartte,  G.  Hull,  A.  C. 
Labatt,  P.  C.  Guyol. 

Columbia  No.  5. — Anthony  Parker,  Samuel  E.  Kipp,  R.  H.  Brunet, 
G.  M.  Waggoner,  John  Dahunt. 

Mechanics  No.  6. — James  English,  Charles  Diamond,  B.  F.  Stafford, 
James  Dickson,  J.  E.  Webb. 

When  the  convention  assembled,  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed 
to  investigate  and  report  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  association. 
This  committee  consisted  of  George  Bedford,  L.  H.  Pigeon,  R.  H. 
Brunet,  W.  C.  Brewer,  and  L.  H.  Mallard.  The  convention  then 
adjourned  to  the  23rd  of  the  month,  when  they  assembled  again  and 
received  the  committee's  favorable  report,  which  was  approved  by  vote, 
and  sent  to  the  various  companies  for  their  final  and  separate  ratification, 
and  they  were  requested  to  elect  each  three  delegates  to  represent  the  com- 
pany at  the  meeting  for  organization,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  November 
17th.  The  following  delegates  represented  their  companies  at  this 
organizing  meeting  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  : 

Volunteer  No.  1. — A.  Henderson,  Joseph  D.  Haynes,  John  R. 
Prilley. 

Mississippi  No.  2. — George  Bedford,  Benjamin  Casey,  A.  W. 
Haines. 

Lafayette  No.  3. — L.  A.  Pigeon,  S.  Pigeon,  N.  Nedaud. 
Washington  No.  4. — L.  Mallard,  J.  Vanschaick,  R.  M.  George. 
Columbia  No.  5. — Samuel  E.  Kipp,  J.  S.  Goodale,  L.  Parker. 
Mechanics  No.   6. — George  Brooks,  James  English,  Charles  Dia- 
mond. 

Temporarily  organizing,  with  Benjamin  Casey  in  the  chair,  the  Asso- 
ciation then  elected  officers,  to  serve  for  one  year  from  the  following  1st 
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of  January,  as  follows: — President,  Charles  F.  Hosey  ;  Vice-president, 
R.  H.  Brunet ;  Secretary,  A.  C.  Labatt  ;  Treasurer,  Joseph  Hubbard. 
Provision  was  made  for  an  application  to  the  Legislature  for  a  charter, 
and,  to  start  the  funds  of  the  Association,  each  company  paid  in  the  sum 
of  $20,  and  each  member  of  the  Association  $1,  amounting  altogether  to 
$258,  which  was  the  nest-egg  of  the  millions  of  dollars  subsequently 
handled  by  this  remarkable  organization.  Subscriptions  from  citizens, 
insurance  companies,  etc.,  added  another  $3,500,  the  city  appropriated 
$1,000  a  year,  and  the  fund  increased  rapidly,  so  that  at  the  first  quar- 
terly report,  made  in  April,  1835,  the  Association  made  the  following 
showing 

Individual  subscriptions,  $  7,451.00 

Orleans  Insurance  Office,  250.00 
Atlantic  Insurance  Office,  500.00 
Mechanics  and  Traders  Bank,  250.00 
Consolidated  Association,  100.00 
Semi-annual  appropriations  of  City  Council, 

of  $500  each,  the  first   three  payments 

of  which  are  added  to  capital  by  the 

rules  of  the  Association,  1,500.00 
Initiation  Fees  of  6  Fire  Companies,  120.00 
Initiation  Fees  and  quarterly  instalments 

of  members,  230.00 
Interest,  28.67 

$10,429.67 

The  original  members  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association, 
being  all  the  members  of  the  several  companies  of  the  time,  form  a  list 
too  honorable  and  interesting-  to  be  omitted  from  this  chronicle  of  the 
deeds  of  the  extraordinary  Association  to  which  they  gave  the  first  im- 
pulse towards  its  glorious  destiny.     They  were  as  follows  : 

Volunteer  No.  1.— A.  Hendrickson,  J.  R.  Prilley,  H.  B.  Shiels,  M. 
Cohell,  L.  Loring,  J.  B.  Haines,  \Vm.  C.  Brewer,  J.  Keller,  J.  Terrell, 
Henri  Buckman,  J.  W.  Jenkins,  D.  M.  Phillips,  D.  McAuley,  J.  Moses, 
Wm.  Stone,  Samuel  Short,  L.  G.  Fuller. 

Mississippi  No.   2. — George  Bedford,  William  McKean,  William 
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Hoskin,  John  Mullins,  P.  M.  Foley,  Charles  L.  Tew,  J.  Shobb,  R.  Hub- 
bard, M.  Harris,  George  Went,  Benjamin  Casey,  John  D.  Bein,  Samuel 
Toby,  Daniel  Goodman,  H.  McCawley,  Irad  Ferry,  F.  Berrine,  Charles 
F.  Hosey,  William  Geisse.  A.  W.  Haines,  M.  Flagg,  C.  Tracy,  B. 
French,  A.  Schreiber,  W.  Daniel. 

Lafayette  No.  3. — L.  A.  Pigeon,  E.  Pigeon,  S.  Pigeon,  John  John- 
son, J.  Thiac,  F.  Parmentier,  John  Brown,  James  Johnson,  Isaac  Mails, 
Louis  Corneille,  Jackson  Baldwin,  A.  Nadauz,  P.  Chevallier,  Louis 
Landaite,  John  Hayes,  Robert  McCoy. 

Washington  No.  4. — L.  Malard,  C.  P.  Heartt,  J.  Van  Schaick,  A.  C. 
Labatte,  L.  J.  Harris,  G.  Wagner,  P.  A.  Vallee,  E.  Perrillat,  J.  Desmares, 
C.  Fortier,  P.  Communy,  W.  Salsman,  J.  Desmares,  Jr.,  A.  J.  Marks,  J. 
Jolles,  T.  Durel,  P.  Hacker,  A.  Durel,  William  Armstrong,  S.  Perier,  H. 

B.  Guyol,  P.  J.  Moreau,  P.  A.  R.  Bruz,  R.  Rodgers,  G.  H.  Poore,  J.  A. 
Bonneval,  W.  D.  Berry,  P.  A.  Guyol,  T.  Percy,  G.  L.  Short,  A.  Menier, 

C.  Bonneval,  B.  M.  George,  H.  Grant. 

Columbia  No.  5. — A.  Parker,  J.  S.  Gooddale,  R.  H.  Bryant,  L.  J. 
Ford,  G.  M.  Wagner,  W.  Haggerty,  S.  E.  Trip,  John  Duhurst,  William 
James,  L.  F.  Amclung,  L.  C.  Park,  A.  J.  Wilkinson,  H.  Rareshide,  John 
Nowland,  T.  B.  Kevells,  Henry  King,  N.  W.  Campbell,  John  Dorothy, 
Samuel  Rish,  W.  Harper,  R.  Kelly,  J.  H.  Riggs. 

Mechanics  No.  6. — George  Brooks,  J.  English,  J.  Webb,  T.  Bolem, 
M.  Dwyer,  John  Adams,  A.  Natchreib,  A.  Egan,  J.  S.  Resinger,  D. 
Cochraner,  E.  D.  Steelford,  T.  E.  Webb,  O.  Maban,  John  Slater,  J. 
Wall,  James  Clancy,  W.  O'Donough,  Lucien  Legendre,  John  G.  Jack- 
son, Charles  Diamond. 

Organized  at  the  very  outset  on  the  lines  that  proved  to  be  adapted 
to  the  larger  work  that  later  came  under  its  direction,  the  Charitable 
Association  managed  its  affairs  from  the  beginning  with  dignity,  foresight 
and  skill.  A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted  on  April  17,  1835, 
and  so  early  as  May  27  of  that  year  a  committee  was  appointed  to  select 
a  burial  ground  for  deceased  members  of  the  Association.  At  the  end  of 
this  year  George  Bedford  was  elected  president,  beginning  a  term  of 
office  at  the  head  of  the  Association  that  lasted  for  seven  years. 

From  the  organization  of  Engine  Company  No.  1  in  1829  and  those 
which  followed,  the  several  companies  received  meagre  appropriations 
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from  the  city  for  maintenance,  and  were  responsible  to  the  city  authori- 
ties for  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  firemen.  And  it  was  to  the  city 
that  they  looked,  and  with  the  city  that  they  struggled,  for  the  occasional 
renewal  of  their  apparatus,  or  such  of  it  as  they  did  not  purchase  with 
their  own  money.  The  city's  $100  or  so  did  not  go  very  far,  even  in 
keeping  up  the  hose  supply.  Meanwhile  the  Association  was  practically 
the  authority  that  kept  up  the  morale  of  the  department,  by  means  of  its 
effective  influence  in  holding  the  companies  up  to  their  work  for  the 
reputation  of  the  Association. 

In  1836  there  was  given  the  first  of  the  long  series  of  benefit  perform- 
ances in  aid  of  the  charities  of  the  Association,  which  reflected  so  much 
credit  on  the  public  that  in  this  manner  expressed  its  appreciation  of  the 
firemen's  services  and  the  danger  of  its  work,  on  the  public-spirited  man- 
agers and  partakers  who  thus  lent  their  talents  to  a  worthy  cause,  and  to 
the  fire  department,  which  ever  remained  worthy  of  this  mark  of  confi- 
dence. The  first  recorded  benefit  was  offered  by  R.  Russell,  manager  of 
the  theatre  on  Camp  Street,  at  which  place  it  occurred  on  Feb.  16,  net- 
ting the  Association  the  sum  of  $481. 

The  treasurer  elected  for  1836  was  Irad  Ferry,  Foreman  of  Mississ- 
ippi, Xo.  2,  a  gallant  fireman  and,  as  this  mark  of  confidence  showed,  a 
trusted  member  of  the  Association.  The  year  was  only  just  completed 
when  the  brave  Ferry  became  the  first  martyr  of  the  department,  losing 
his  life  at  a  fire  on  Camp  Street,  on  January  1st,  1837.  This  calamity 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  community,  largely  due  to  the  promi- 
nence of  the  victim,  who  besides  his  eminence  in  the  department,  was  a 
member  of  a  leading  firm  in  the  city,  that  of  Ferry,  Goodwin  &  Robin- 
son ;  moreover,  it  was  a  demonstration  to  the  citizens  that  the  duty  of  a 
fireman,  performed  in  the  thorough  manner  introduced  by  the  new 
department,  was  one  in  which  the  life  of  the  fireman  was  constantly  at 
stake.  The  funeral  of  Irad  Ferry  was  an  imposing  one,  and  was  made 
the  occasion  of  a  public  demonstration  of  the  most  marked  character 
The  services  were  held  at  the  residence  of  George  Bedford,  president  o' 
the  F.  C.  A.,  No.  22  Bienville  Street.  The  procession  to  the  cemetery 
was  led  by  the  clergy  and  physicians,  preceding  the  hearse  which  was 
attended  by  the  wardens  of  No.  2  and  the  pall  bearers,  and  then  followed 
the  engine  company  of  the  deceased  with  banners.    Then  came  the  rest 
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of  the  engine  companies,  seven  in  number,  also  bearing  banners,  and 
Louisiana  and  Protection  Hose  Companies.  The  Mayor  of  the  city 
gave  official  character  to  the  general  mourning  by  appearing  in  the  pro- 
cession, followed  by  the  Recorder,  Secretary,  and  Members  of  Council  of 
the  several  Municipalities.  Then  came  the  Governor  of  the  State,  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  other  courts,  officers  and  members  of  the 
Senate  and  Legislature.  And  finally  came  a  vast  throng  of  citizens,  led 
by  the  presidents,  secretaries  and  directors  of  the  several  insurance 
companies. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association  held  January  16th,  resolu- 
tions were  passed  deploring  the  loss  of  Irad  Ferry  "our  late  treasurer 
and  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  our  institution."  The  First  Munici- 
pal Council,  on  January  9,  passed  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"  Whereas,  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  this  month,  Irad  Ferry,  the 
foreman  of  the  company  of  fire  engine  No.  2,  fell  a  victim  of  his  intre- 
pidity, and  sacrifice  to  the  public  good  ;  whilst  he  made  generous  and  dis- 
interested efforts  to  arrest  the.  progress  of  the  conflagration  which  took 
place  in  Camp  Street,  within  the  limits  of  the  2d  Municipality,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  1st  Municipality  deplore  the  loss  of  their  fellow- 
citizen,  Irad  Ferry,  and  bitterly  sympathize  ~with  his  friends  and  family 
on  the  loss  of  a  member  so  useful  to  society; 

"  Whereas,  the  Council  of  the  1st  Municipality,  in  order  to  testify 
their  high  regard  to  the  noble  and  disinterested  services  of  all  the  firemen 
of  the  three  Municipalities  ; 

"Resolved  by  the  Council  of  the  Municipality  Number  1,  that  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  be,  and  is  hereby  requested,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Municipality,  to  make  known  to  the 
friends  and  family  of  Irad  Ferry,  the  regret  felt  by  society,  and  particu- 
larly the  1st  Municipality,  for  the  unexpected  death  of  said  Irad  Ferry, 
and  the  value  they  make  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  public  good. 

"  It  is  further  resolved  that  the  Mayor  be  and  is  hereby  authorized 
to  contribute  in  the  name  of  Municipality  No.  1,  for  its  part  and  portion 
in  the  expenses  required  for  the  erection  of  the  tomb  of  the  deceased, 
of  a  monument  destined  to  perpetuate  the  regret  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  1st  Municipality  feel  from  the  unexpected  death  of  their  worthy 
fellow-citizen  Irad  Ferry." 


Monument  to  Irak  Ferry,  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery  No.  i. 
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Similar  resolutions  were  passed  by  the  Council  of  the  2d  Municipal- 
ity, which  also  voted  to  erect  a  monument  wholly  at  the  cost  of  the  2d 
Municipality.  It  does  not  appear  just  what  form  of  municipal  ungra- 
ciousness accompanied  this  action  of  the  Councils;  but  on  January  26  res- 
olutions were  passed  in  the  Association,  resenting  certain  reflections 
made  by  the  F"ire  Commissioners  of  the  2d  Municipality,  refusing  the 
offer  of  that  Municipality  to  raise  a  monument  to  Ferry,  and  resolving 
"  that  one  should  be  raised  by  private  donations  of  firemen,"  and  steps 
were  taken  to  erect  such  a  monument  in  the  centre  of  the  ground  in  the 
Protestant  Cemetery  which  the  Association  proposed  to  purchase.  Public 
feeling  and  mutual  explanations  finally  resulted  in  the  two  Municipalities 
sharing  in  the  erection  of  the  monument  in  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery. 

The  martyrdom  of  Ferry  at  this  earl)-  stage  of  the  history  of  the 
department  produced  a  profound  and  beneficial  effect,  both  on  the 
department  and  the  citizens,  cementing  the  unity  of  interest  between  the 
people  and  their  protectors  and  establishing  a  bond  of  sympathy  which 
was  maintained  throughout  the  long  career  of  the  Association,  never 
broken,  the  friendly  feeling  between  the  people  and  the  firemen  outliving 
every  attack  and  every  disagreement  with  the  constituted  authorities. 

As  the  beneficent  work  of  relief  assumed  by  the  Association  grew, 
the  necessity  became  apparent  of  conferring  with  other  charities  of  the 
city,  to  avoid  duplication  of  relief  to  the  same  individuals.  A  few  years 
later,  the  resources  of  the  young  Association  were  severely  taxed  during 
an  epidemic,  and,  with  greater  self-restraint  than  usually  characterized  the 
Association,  relief  to  members  was  for  a  time  suspended.  Among  the  first 
subjects  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  delegates  was  the  procuring  of  a 
suitable  burial  ground  for  deceased  members  of  the  Association. 
Ground  was  selected  in  the  Protestant  Cemetery  soon  after  the  death  of 
Irad  Ferry,  and  space  was  reserved  in  the  middle  of  it  for  Ferry's  monu- 
ment. But  the  way  was  opened  for  the  Association  to  own  its  own 
cemetery  by  a  considerable  bequest,  in  the  form  of  lands,  left  to  the 
Association  by  the  will  of  Stephen  Henderson,  a  wealth)-  citizen  of  New 
Orleans,  who  died  in  1838.  With  a  handsome  reference  to  the  worthi- 
ness of  the  firemen  of  the  city,  he  included  their  charitable  Association 
among  the  benevolent  institutions  provided  for  in  his  will,  and  a  share 
was  allotted  to  them  valued  provisionally  at  nearly  $10,000,  but  proving 
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afterwards  to  be  much  more  valuable.  Selling  some  of  the  property  and 
leasing  other  portions  of  it,  the  Association  was  enabled  to  purchase  the 
ground  now  known  as  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery  No.  i,  and  there  the 
monument  to  Ferry  was  erected.  As  much  as  $15,000  was  borrowed  on 
the  Henderson  property  in  1840  for  this  purpose,  and  in  1841  the  remains 
of  firemen  who  had  been  buried  elsewhere  were  reverently  removed  to 
this  permanent  city  of  the  dead  firemen. 

Sunday,  the  25th  of  April,  was  the  day  selected  for  this  solemn 
ceremonial,  which  was  celebrated  with  impressive  and  imposing  pagean- 
try. Pursuant  to  notice  given  by  President  Bedford,  the  several  fire 
companies  and  the  Exempt  Firemen's  Association  met  in  the  Custom 
House  yard,  dressed  in  sombre  black,  and  wearing  crape  on  the  arm  ;  the 
company  banners  were  draped  in  mourning,  and  two  members  of  each 
company  acted  as  pall  bearers,  wearing  white  scarfs  with  crape  knots  at 
the  shoulder,  and  bearing  urns,  emblematic  of  the  remains  of  their 
deceased  comrades.  These  last  joined  the  gathered  assemblage  only 
when  all  was  ready  for  the  start.  The  actual  remains  were  borne  in  five 
hearses,  each  with  an  escort ;  the  first,  escorted  by  members  of  the  F.  C. 
A.  and  Fire  Companies  1,  2,  3,  4  ;  the  second  by  Louisiana  Hose  and 
Fire  Companies  5,  6,  7  ;  the  third  by  Protection  Hose  ;  the  fourth  by  Fire 
Companies  9,  12,  13  ;  and  the  fifth  by  Liberty  Hose  and  Fire  Companies 
14  and  15.  In  this  order  the  procession  moved  through  Canal,  Camp, 
Poydras  and  St.  Charles  Streets,  to  the  First  Congregational  Church. 
The  entrance  into  the  sacred  edifice  was  solemnized- by  the  playing  of 
the  dead  march  from  "  Saul."  The  urns  were  borne  to  the  front  and  set 
before  the  pulpit,  where  the  members  of  the  F.  C.  A.  took  their  places 
on  guard,  while  the  active  firemen  took  places  in  the  galleries.  The 
church  was  hung  with  the  banners  of  the  department.  The  body  of  the 
house  was  filled  by  a  large  representative  gathering  of  citizens.  In  this 
presence,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clapp  delivered  a  eulogium,  in  which  he  paid  just 
tribute  to  the  deceased  and  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association, 
which  he  commended  for  its  action  in  furnishing  a  resting-place  for  the 
bodies  of  its  members. 

At  the  close  of  the  services,  the  march  was  taken  up  again,  the 
procession  passing  by  St.  Charles  and  Canal  Streets  to  the  railroad  sta- 
tion, where  the  cars  were  in  waiting  to  proceed  to  the  cemetery,  nearly 
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a  thousand  persons  being  thus  conveyed  to  the  scene.  Here  President 
Bedford  read  the  Church  of  England  burial  service,  and  the  remains 
were  committed  to  their  final  resting-place.  The  body  of  Irad  Ferry  was 
laid  beneath  the  monument  which  had  been  erected  by  this  time  ;  that  of 
George  Clark  was  placed  in  a  tomb  erected  to  his  memory  by  J.  L. 
Clay;  and  the  other  remains  were  placed  in  a  sepulchre  provided  by  the 
Association.  Their  names  were  :  W  illiam  Mason,  Augustus  Brown, 
Henry  Johnson,  S.  P.  Bourdoux,  Samuel  Williams,  Alfred  Perryman, 
Benjamin  C.  Jolly,  William  Lofty,  John  F.  Ross,  William  Smith  and 
Peter  McCullor. 

At  the  time  of  this  removal,  marking  the  date  of  the  completed 
cemetery,  the  improvements  to  the  property  and  the  management  of  the 
Henderson  legacy  had  been  such,  that  the  cemetery  property  was  carried 
on  the  books  of  the  Association  at  a  valuation  of  $21,000,  and  the 
remaining  Henderson  property  was  estimated  at  $30,000  to  $40,000. 
The  respect  and  regard  in  which  the  Association  was  now  held  is  indi- 
cated by  the  following  resolutions,  passed  in  October,  1840,  by  the 
Wardens  of  the  Church  of  Saint  Louis  : — 

Whereas,  by  the  charter  this  corporation  is  empowered  to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  its  revenues  for 
the  benefit  of  Charitable  fnstitutions  ;  and  whereas  the  services  rendered  by  the  firemen  of  New 
Orleans  and  their  untiring  zeal  can  hardly  be  too  highly  appreciated,  the  more  so  inasmuch  as  this 
zeal  is  entirely  disinterested,  the  greater  number  of  them  having  but  very  limited  means,  and  often 
numerous  families  who  would  be  subject  to  severe  privations  in  the  event  of  any  unfortunate  acci- 
dents, of  which  the  melancholy  fate  of  Irad  Ferry,  whose  memory  New  Orleans  still  preserves,  is  a 
lamentable  instance  ; 

Resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Wardens  of  the  Church  of  Saint  Louis  hereby  subscribes  an  annual 
amount  of  One  Hundred  Dollars  to  the  Charitable  Fund  instituted  for  the  relief  of  the  several  Fire 
Companies  who  may  be  sick,  wounded  or  killed  while  in  the  prosecution  of  their  noble  endeavors  to 
protect  the  property  of  our  citizens  from  the  dreadful  evil  so  often  occasioned  by  the  torch  of  the 
incendiary. 

When  the  city  was  small,  there  was  little  difficulty  in  locating  a  fire 
as  soon  as  the  fire  bells  had  announced  that  there  was  one.  But  with 
the  growth  of  the  city  that  became  a  less  simple  matter,  and  by  1840  it 
became  necessary  to  adopt  some  more  definite  intimation  of  the  where- 
abouts of  the  fire,  in  order  to  save  useless  running  about  with  the 
engines  in  search  of  it,  a  matter  which,  with  the  streets  in  the  condition 
they  were  then  in,  was  of  considerable  importance.    Consequently,  in 
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September,  1840,  Mayor  Freret  promulgated  instructions  that  thereafter 
the  bells  should  be  rung  first  in  the  usual  manner  for  two  minutes,  this  to 
be  followed  with  separate  and  distinct  single,  double,  or  treble  taps, 
according  as  the  fire  was  in  the  First,  Second  or  Third  Municipal 
District. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1842,  the  meetings  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  had  been  held  in  the  hall  of  Mississippi  No.  2  ;  then  for  some 
time  they  were  held  in  that  of  Louisiana  Hose.  Some  years  later,  the 
Association  took  headquarters  of  its  own,  which  were  changed  from  time 
to  time  as  occasion  required.  With  the  beginning  of  1843,  W.  Bogart 
began  a  two-years'  term  as  president,  and  in  1844  the  name  of  Isaac  N. 
Marks  first  appears  among  the  directors  of  the  Association. 

The  year  1844  marked  the  end  of  the  first  decade  of  the  Associa- 
tion's existence.  The  treasury  was  at  that  time  hard  pushed  to  meet  the 
regular  outgo.  The  large  investments  in  cemetery  property  and  the 
extensive  system  of  relief  which  had  been  established  had  drawn  heavily 
on  the  resources,  and  various  devices  were  proposed  to  augment  them 
without  encroaching  on  the  possessions,  now  valued  at  $70,000,  in  ceme- 
tery property  and  other  real  estate  and  bank  stocks.  In  1841-2  as  much  as 
$10,713  had  been  distributed  in  relief  to  members  and  widows  and 
orphans.  A  juster  economy  was  observed  in  1845,  when  J.  A.  Amelung 
became  president,  the  amount  being  cut  down  by  three-quarters  of  the 
former  sum.  But  throughout  the  history  of  the  Association,  it  was  the 
generous  impulse  to  give  relief  wherever  it  was  needed  that  constantly 
kept  the  Association  in  financial  difficulties.  It  was  the  constant  recom- 
mendation of  cautious  presiding  officers,  not  to  let  excessive  relief  unfit 
the  Association  to  do  its  proper  work.  Sometimes  these  warnings  were 
heeded  and  sometimes  they  were  not.  But  the  widows  and  orphans 
never  were  denied  their  stipend,  however  much  the  general  relief  to 
needy  members  might  be  restricted.  During  the  term  of  President  Ame- 
lung, which  extended  through  1845  to  ^47  inclusive,  the  finances  of  the 
Association  were  improved  in  many  ways,  by  wise  economies  and  by 
sagacious  management  of  productive  property.  The  Cypress  Grove 
Cemetery,  which  under  President  Bedford  and  his  successors  had  been 
gradually  prepared  for  use  by  the  general  public,  became  profitable 
through  the  sale  of  vaults  to  others  than  the  members  of  the  fire  depart- 
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ment.  A  movement  begun  in  1845,  to  secure  to  the  Association  some 
income  from  the  tax  on  insurance  companies,  bore  fruit  in  1846,  when 
the  Legislature  passed  the  first  of  the  acts  providing  for  such  an  addition 
to  its  resources  ;  and  the  amount  was  increased  in  184S  when  George  \V. 
Harby  was  president.  In  1849,  under  the  presidency  of  P.  Conniff, 
grounds  adjacent  to  the  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery,  known  as  the  Brande- 
gee  property,  were  purchased  for  additional  cemetery  purposes,  and  the 
$12,000  laid  out  at  that  time  procured  what  afterwards  became  the 
Greenwood  Cemetery.  To  meet  the  payments  on  account  of  this  pur- 
chase a  sinking  fund  was  created.  In  July  of  that  year,  an  inundation 
destroyed  nearly  all  the  trees  and  shrubbery  planted  in  the  Cypress 
Grove  Cemetery,  causing  damages  that  materially  reduced  the  revenue 
from  this  source  for  some  little  time,  and  necessitated  a  curtailment  of 
the  relief  system. 

In  thus  following  out  the  story  of  the  cemeteries,  we  have  gone 
some  way  ahead  of  the  narrative.  The  firemen  had  been  doing  good 
professional  work  during  these  years  of  progress  of  their  Association, 
and  the  spirit  inculcated  by  the  Association  under  the  direction  of  wise 
and  shrewd  leaders  was  in  a  large  degree  accountable  for  the  high  morale 
of  the  department  and  the  efficiency  of  its  service.  Since  the  burning  of 
the  Freret  cotton  warehouse  in  1830,  when  2000  bales  of  cotton  were 
consumed  and  the  loss  was  $130,000,  there  had  been  no  conflagrations  of 
great  extent  until  1S37,  when  there  were  two  destructive  fires  during  the 
single  month  of  April.  The  first  of  these,  on  the  8th  of  the  month, 
destroyed  two  entire  squares,  containing  one  hundred  and  seven  dwelling 
houses,  and  rendered  homeless  one  hundred  and  thirty  families,  many  of 
whom  lost  all  their  effects.  The  other,  occurring  about  one  week  later, 
destroyed  sixty  buildings.  The  combined  losses  reached  the  sum  of 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars. 

An  event  that  caused  interest  and  excitement  disproportioned  to  the 
loss,  though  not  to  the  achievements  of  the  firemen,  was  the  partial  burn- 
ing on  January  1,  1839,  °f  tne  St.  Charles  Theatre.  This  was  then  one 
of  the  most  extensive  and  famous  play-houses  in  the  country,  and  a  source 
of  considerable  pride  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It  was  destined  a  few 
years  later,  in  1842,  to  be  burned  down,  but  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  fire- 
men saved  it  in  1839,  and  saved  it  so  well  that  the  manager  was  able  to 
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announce  the  regular  performance  for  the  same  evening,  although  at  ten 
in  the  morning  the  building  was  enveloped  in  flames,  and  seemed  doomed 
to  destruction.  It  was  chronicled  at  the  time  as  the  first  instance  on  record 
of  the  saving  of  a  theatre,  once  well  aflame.  In  order  to  reach  the  fire, 
which  occurred  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  building,  it  was  necessary  to 
throw  a  stream  76  feet.  There  was  great  rejoicing  in  New  Orleans  over 
the  saving  of  the  pride  of  the  city,  and  manager  Caldwell  celebrated  the 
event  by  throwing  open  his  doors  at  the  performance  that  evening  to  the 
firemen,  who  were  his  welcome  guests.  The  next  day  he  addressed  a 
public  card  to  the  department,  in  which  he  said  : — "  Your  exertions  yes- 
terday saved  from  total  destruction  the  Temple  which  I  have  erected  to 
the  Drama.  Under  the  naturally  exciting  circumstances  of  the  occasion, 
I  have  not  the  power  to  dilate  upon  the  consequences  that  must  have 
ensued  by  the  destruction  of  an  institution  comprehending  its  consequent 
individual  claims.  My  feelings,  however,  prompt  me  to  say  that  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  erect  this  Thespian  Temple,  I  have  never  been  so 
distinctly  satisfied  of  the  estimation  in  which  my  efforts  have  been  regarded 
by  the  Public  as  by  the  very  general  sympathy  evinced  on  this  occasion. 
I  will,  however,  take  an  opportunity  of  expressing  myself  more  fully  to 
the  Fire  Department,  and  hope  to  enlist  on  an  early  day  their  presence 
within  the  walls  they  have  so  honorably  preserved."  He  kept  his  word, 
and  on  the  following  day  tendered  a  benefit  to  the  department,  which 
came  off  on  the  12th  of  January,  and  netted  the  handsome  sum  of  $2,114. 

The  most  calamitous  fire  of  this  period  was  that  which,  on  February 
1  ith,  1840,  destroyed  the  City  Exchange,  on  St. Louis  Street.  This  build- 
ing was  partly  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  a  meeting  ground  for  merchants 
and  partly  to  hotel  uses.  It  fronted  on  St.  Louis  Street,  with  an  ornate 
facade  of  combined  Doric  and  Tuscan  architecture,  highly  ornamental 
and  distinguished  by  many  beautiful  statues.  The  handsome  Doric  col- 
umns forming  the  main  entrance  were  a  prominent  feature  of  the  struc- 
ture. The  deep  vestibule  formed  the  exchange  hall.  From  this  a 
passage^  led  to  the  rotunda,  surrounded  by  galleries  and  arcades,  and 
having  a  mosaic  floor  of  exceptional  beauty.  The  ball-room  was  widely 
celebrated  as  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the  country.  In  this  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  building,  the  walls  were  adorned  with  costly  and  artistic 
frescoes,  while  many  paintings  of  value  hung  on  the  walls.    If  only  for 
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the  interest  in  the  building-  itself,  the  burning  of  this  would  have  been  a 
calamity  indeed.  But  the  loss  of  sixteen  lives,  mostly  inmates  of  the 
hotel,  made  it  a  veritable  tragedy.  Some  were  burned  to  death,  while 
others  were  crushed  by  the  falling  of  the  floors.  One  gentleman,  an 
invalid,  was  forgotten  in  the  excitement,  and  was  burned  in  his  bed.  As 
a  spectacle,  probably  no  fire  that  ever  visited  the  city  surpassed  this  in 
grandeur.  The  fire  had  complete  possession  of  the  huge  structure,  and 
poured  forth  smoke  and  flame  as  long  as  there  was  anything  within  the 
walls  to  consume.  The  loss  at  this  fire  was  well  on  towards  one  million 
dollars. 

The  burning  of  the  Orleans  Cotton  Press,  on  February  n,  1844,  was 
another  disaster  marked  by  excessive  losses,  which  reached  in  this  case 
the  sum  of  $375,000.  Later  in  the  same  year,  on  May  1 8th,  a  vast  area  was 
burned  over,  involving  many  hundred  wooden  buildings,  and  consuming 
property  valued  at  $600,000.  About  one  year  later,  a  considerable  number 
of  business  houses  on  Custom-house  Street  were  burned,  the  store  of 
George  Bedford,  formerly  president  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  among  them,  invol- 
ving a  loss  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars.  A  fire  in  the  business  centre 
that  was  long  remembered  was  that  occurring  on  February  16,  1850,  on 
Camp  Street.  The  wind  was  blowing  a  gale  at  the  time,  and  from  one  in 
the  morning  until  nine,  the  fire  raged  among  these  most  valuable  build- 
ings, burning  out  an  entire  square  of  business  houses,  including  ware- 
houses, offices,  wholesale  and  retail  stores,  the  office  of  the  Picayune,  and 
many  valuable  private  libraries  and  valuable  manuscripts,  including  the 
manuscripts  and  proof-sheets  of  the  Supreme  Court  decisions.  Fifty 
persons  were  arrested  for  pilfering  at  the  fire,  the  large  stocks  of  tobacco 
being  their  chief  temptation.  Several  persons  were  rendered  ill,  some 
of  them  dangerously,  by  drinking  camphene,  mistaking  it  for  liquor. 
Several  firemen  were  injured.    The  loss  was  half  a  million  dollars. 

A  notable  event  in  the  annals  of  the  New  Orleans  firemen  was  their 
participation  in  the  funeral  parade  in  honor  of  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
June  26,  1845.  The  devotion  to  the  memory  of  Jackson  which  led  at  a 
later  time  to  the  erection  of  the  noble  statue  that  stands  to-day  one  of  the 
most  famous  objects  in  the  city,  caused  the  authorities  and  the  citizens  to 
expend  their  full  energy  on  an  appropriate  celebration  of  the  obsequies 
of  the  great  general  and  president.    The  firemen  took  part  in  the  pageant 
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dressed  in  full  uniform,  their  banners  in  mourning  and  their  engines 
draped.  Preparatory  to  joining  the  civic  procession,  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment assembled  at  the  Custom  House  yard.  To  these  were  added  the 
State  and  City  authorities  and  the  military,  forming  altogether  a  notable 
gathering.  After  parading  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city,  the 
procession  rested  at  the  Place  d'Armes  (then  at  what  is  now  Jackson 
Square)  where  a  magnificent  cenotaph  had  been  erected,  and,  it  being 
then  dark,  the  whole  square  was  brilliantly  illuminated.  Eulogies  were 
delivered,  in  English  by  George  Eustis,  Esq.,  and  in  French  by  Bernard 
Marigny,  Esq.,  and  the  procession  dispersed.  The  Fire  Department  was 
marshalled  under  the  baton  of  John  A.  Amelung.  During  the  day,  half- 
hour  guns  were  fired,  the  flags  of  the  shipping  and  on  the  public  build- 
ings were  hung  at  half-mast,  business  houses  were  closed,  residences  were 
draped  in  mourning,  and  the  bells  of  the  churches  of  the  city  were 
solemnly  tolled. 

An  illustration  of  the  local  enterprise  of  that  early  day  was  given  in 
1849  by  a  machinist  of  the  city,  A.  C.  Jones,  who  had  a  shop  at  No.  55 
Girod  Street.  On  an  order  from  Phoenix  No.  8,  he  undertook  the  build- 
ing of  a  hand-engine,  which  was  the  first  engine  ever  built  in  this  city. 
This  undertaking  was  entered  into  for  the  express  purpose  of  removino- 
the  impression,  which  had  prevailed,  that  effective  engines  could  not  be 
built  in  New  Orleans,  or  anywhere  but  in  the  shops  of  the  leading  makers 
of  the  North.  Mr.  Jones  contracted  to  build  the  machine  for  $1,400; 
and  he  stood  to  his  contract,  although  the  completed  engine  cost  him 
about  $1,800.  But  he  demonstrated  that  while  a  single  machine  would 
of  course  cost  more  than  the  output  of  a  shop  that  devoted  itself  to  the 
business,  there  could  be  turned  out  from  home  establishments  engines  of 
the  best  type  and  power.  Indeed,  there  were  several  distinct  improve- 
ments in  the  home-made  engine,  some  of  which  were  patentable  inven- 
tions of  considerable  value.  The  levers  were  constructed  so  as  to  fold  up 
and  admit  the  passage  of  the  engine  through  any  space  that  would  admit 
the  wheels,  an  advantageous  feature  in  an  engine  for  use  in  a  city  where 
there  were  many  narrow  courtyards  and  narrow  alleys.  The  pumps, 
instead  of  being  forward,  as  in  all  the  side-lever  engines  of  that  day, 
were  in  the  centre  of  the  box,  giving  proper  balance  to  the  power 
brought  to  bear  on  the  . levers.    The  suction  and  discharge  pipes  were 
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slightly  curved  as  they  projected  from  the  box,  relieving  them  from  the 
strain  and  danger  of  loosening.  This  engine  was  pushed  forward  so  as 
to  appear  in  the  Fourth  of  March  parade  of  1S49,  where  it  was  accorded  a 
great  reception,  such  as  was  due  to  such  an  evidence  of  the  progressive 
enterprise  of  the  home  talent  that  devised  and  executed  the  work,  and 
the  home  patronage  that  caused  it  to  be  built. 

The  Fourth  of  March  oration  delivered  before  the  Firemen's  Char- 
itable Association  in  1849,  by  R.  M.  Carter,  Esq.,  contains  one  signifi- 
cant passage  which  must  be  preserved  here,  in  view  of  the  subsequent 
antagonism  between  the  Underwriters  and  the  Fire  Department,  which 
lay  at  the  root  of  all  the  troubles  of  the  firemen  and  finally  became  the 
moving  cause  of  the  abolishment  of  the  Volunteer  Department.  He  said  : 
"  I  have  thought  often  and  seriously  upon  the  position  which  the  Fire 
Department,  not  only  of  this  city,  but  of  others  in  the  Union,  holds  on 
the  subject  of  insurance.  Who  insures  the  property  of  the  citizens  of 
New  Orleans  ?  Who  gives  a  guarantee  to  the  property  holders  that  if 
their  houses  and  stores  should  be  assailed  by  fire  exertions  will  be  used 
to  arrest  the  impending  destruction  ?  Do  the  Insurance  Companies  give 
this  security  ?  Have  they  the  means  to  protect,  thus  threatened,  the 
property  of  our  citizens  ?  Where  are  the  engines  which  they  own  ? 
Where  the  men  who  are  to  rush  out  from  their  homes  at  a  moment's 
warning,  in  any  weather  and  at  any  period  of  the  day  and  night  ?  Not 
one  of  these  insurance  companies  possesses  a  fire  engine.  Not  one  pos- 
sesses even  a  bucket.  .  .  .  The  only  assistance  they  give  may  be  by 
directing  the  attention  of  some  zealous  Fire  Company  to  a  house  or 
store  on  which  they  have  a  great  risk.  Who,  then,  takes  the  fire  risks  in 
this  city  ?    They  are  taken  by  those  who  support  the  Fire  Department. 

...  It  is  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans  and  those  who  support 
it  that  are  the  true  and  bona  fide  insurers  of  the  property-holders  against 
fire.  .  .  .  Many  years  since  I  met  an  Englishman,  occupying  at  present  a 
high  position  in  the  councils  of  his  nation.  He  expressed  his  surprise  at 
the  organization  of  Fire  Departments  in  this  country  ;  it  was  incompre- 
hensible to  him  how  men  who  earned  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brows  should  voluntarily  and  at  their  own  expense  perform  the  arduous 
duties  of  firemen.  My  only  reply  was  :  '  They  are  freemen ;  they  never 
think  of  consequences,  when  they  can  do  their  fellow-men  good.'  Happy 
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Association  !  Happy  reunion  of  those  good  feelings  which  urge  you  to 
good  deeds ! " 

A  large  and  destructive  steamboat  fire  occurred  at  the  Levee,  near 
the  Second  Municipality  landing,  on  Sunday,  Oct.  6,  1849,  m  which 
Michael  Boyle,  the  First  Assistant  Foreman  of  Mechanics  No.  6,  lost  his 
life.  Five  steamboats  were  destroyed,  all  heavily  laden  with  valuable 
freight,  either  just  arrived  from  up  the  river,  or  about  to  depart  with 
their  cargoes.  The  fire  broke  out  on  the  Falcon,  and  was  rapidly  spread  by 
the  high  wind,  communicating  to  the  Illinois,  Aaron  Hart,  North  Amer- 
ica, and  Marshal  Ncy,  all  of  which  were  burned.  In  spite  of  all  the  fire- 
men could  do,  not  only  were  the  boats  entirely  consumed,  but  practically 
nothing  was  saved.  So  rapidly  did  the  flames  spread,  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult for  anyone  to  board  one  of  them  in  safety.  Nevertheless,  the  fire- 
men did  board  them  and  fought  the  flames  with  heroic  courage.  Many 
of  them  carried  for  days  the  results  of  their  exposure  to  the  intense  heat. 
Assistant  Boyle  lost  his  life  by  being  caught  where  the  force  of  the  fire 
on  him  was  so  great  that  to  save  his  life  he  jumped  into  the  water.  But 
his  body  disappeared  and  was  not  found  again  until  nearly  a  week  after 
the  fire,  when  it  was  discovered  under  the  wheelhouse  of  one  of  the  river 
steamers,  showing  the  severe  effects  of  the  burning  which  had  caused  the 
fatal  leap  into  the  water. 

The  year  1854  acquired  a  gloomy  celebrity  in  the  annals  of  the  fire 
department  by  reason  of  a  series  of  extensive  and  destructive  fires  involv- 
ing some  fatalities  to  members  of  the  fire  companies  which  have  lived  in 
memory  ever  since.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  February  there  was  a 
river  fire  in  which,  among  other  shipping  six  of  the  fine  river  steamers 
were  burned  with  their  valuable  cargoes  of  cotton,  etc.,  consuming  prop- 
erty valued  at  a  million  dollars,  and  resulting  in  the  loss  of  nearly  forty 
lives,  mostly  of  negroes  attached  to  the  crews  of  the  vessels.  The  fire 
originated  in  the  attempt  of  one  of  the  steamboats  to  force  her  way  in 
among  the  closely  packed  boats  which  had  previously  lined  the  wharves. 
This  boat  had  torches  in  her  bow,  and  the  sparks  from  these  torches 
ignited  a  pile  of  pine  wood  which  lay  in  the  stern  of  the  boat  Charles 
Belcher.  From  this,  the  wind  blowing  hard,  the  fire  rapidly  spread  to 
the  other  boats,  which  could  not  be  gotten  out  of  the  way.  All  attempts 
to  withdraw  any  of  the  steamboats  either  were  frustrated  by  the  intense 
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heat,  or  if  withdrawn  they  simply  burned  out  in  the  stream.  The 
steamers  burned  were  the  Saxon,  Charles  Belcher,  Crescent,  Xcw 
Xatc/ics,  Liah  Tuna,  Mohican,  and  the  barge  Ivan  hoe.  The  Crescent 
City,  Sultana  and  Grand  Turk  were  badly  damaged,  and  the  engine  of 
No.  17  was  lost  overboard  into  the  river  at  one  of  the  wharves. 

In  August,  1854,  on  the  4th  of  the  month,  occurred  one  of  the  most 
destructive  fires  ever  known  in  the  business  part  of  New  Orleans.  Fully 
thirty  commission  dealers  and  large  wholesale  merchants  were  burnt  out, 
on  Tchoupitoulas,  Commerce,  Latayette,  F"oucher  and  Magazine  Streets, 
and  the  loss  was  about  $1,200,000.  The  fire  lasted  from  noon  until 
nearly  dark,  before  it  was  subdued,  although  the  firemen  worked  with  a 
desperation  that  laid  off  one  company  after  another,  completely  exhausted. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  was  in  the  building  No.  91  Tchoupitoulas  Street, 
occupied  by  W.  S.  Wright  ct  Co.  and  E.  J.  Hart  &  Co.,  and  was 
ascribed  to  the  bursting  of  a  cask  of  vitriol  in  the  chemical  establish- 
ment of  the  latter  firm.  Notwithstanding  the  rapid  character  of  the  fire, 
it  was  not  observed  until  it  had  made  considerable  headway  ;  and  as 
though  that  was  not  serious  enough  in  case  of  a  tire  fed  with  chemicals, 
there  was  a  necessary  delay  of  a  whole  hour  after  the  engines  reached 
the  scene,  before  water  could  be  procured  in  quantity  sufficient  to  supply 
the  engines.  The  consequence  was  not  only  that  the  spread  of  the  fire 
was  rapid  and  extensive,  but  the  heat  generated  was  overpowering  and 
the  firemen  worked  under  the  greatest  disadvantages.  It  was  even 
reported  that  in  portions  of  the  city  quite  distant  from  the  fire,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  was  heated  to  97  degrees,  and  to  face  such  heat  on 
the  spot  was  a  test  of  endurance  almost  superhuman.  After  working  at 
the  brakes  a  short  time  the  firemen  were  used  up,  and  negroes  and  long- 
shoremen were  sent  for  to  relieve  them  and  bring  to  the  rescue  their  pro- 
verbial insensibility  to  heat.  It  was  not  long  before  the  lire  crossed  the 
street  and  made  its  way  quickly  in  both  directions,  bountifully  supplied 
with  fuel  in  the  form  of  practically  inexhaustible  stocks  of  whiskey,  oil, 
bacon,  and  other  inflammable  articles  of  western  produce  ;  the  gutters 
filled  with  oil,  and  as  the  engines  drew  into  their  suctions  both  water  and 
oil  they  increased  rather  than  allayed  the  fire  by  what  they  threw  into 
the  flames.  Men  were  carried  off  the  ground,  too  exhausted  to  walk  ; 
others  were  sunstruck  ;  walls  fell  and  many  were  injured.     In  less  than 
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an  hour  after  the  first  alarm,  the  flames  involved  buildings  on  all  the 
streets  mentioned.  Taking  into  consideration  the  scarcity  of  water  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  near  the  fire,  the  work  of  the  firemen  was 
regarded  as  wonderful,  for  they  did  finally  stop  the  further  progress  of 
the  flames  ;  but  a  certain  lack  of  mutual  co-operation  between  the  com- 
panies was  noted  in  the  criticisms  of  the  time,  which  foreshadowed  the 
desirability  of  a  closer  relation  between  these  several  independent  organ- 
izations, such  as  was  finally  brought  about  under  the  contract  system  which, 
the  year  following,  brought  the  companies  under  one  official  head  when 
the  F.  C.  A.  took  its  first  contract  with  the  city.  Where  so  many  build- 
ings were  involved  as  in  this  fire,  it  was  a  most  fortunate  circumstance 
that  none  were  injured  by  the  falling  of  walls,  although  several  walls  fell. 
The  result  of  their  falling  was  to  open  an  easier  access  to  the  burning 
interiors  and  facilitate  the  extinguishing  of  the  flames. 

A  different  result  of  falling  walls  had  been  the  outcome  of  a  similar 
occurrence  at  the  fire  of  March  i6,  1854,  in  which  Daniel  Woodruff  and 
William  McLeod  lost  their  lives.  This  fire  broke  out  between  1  and  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  house-furnishing  store  of  E.  Wood  Perry, 
69  Magazine  St.  It  was  a  destructive  fire,  but  it  is  remembered  for  the 
tragic  death  of  two  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  department  of 
that  day,  both  members  of  Mississippi  No.  2,  and  it  is  perpetuated  by  the 
monument  in  Greenwood  Cemetery  erected  the  following  year  to  the 
memory  of  Woodruff  and  McLeod.  Woodruff  was  killed  outright  by 
the  falling  wall,  while  McLeod  was  among  several  who  were  injured,  but 
he  died  of  his  hurts  the  next  day.  They  were  buried  with  all  the  honors, 
participated  in  by  the  department  at  large  and  the  city  authorities  headed 
by  the  Mayor.  McLeod  was  the  foreman  of  No.  2  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  Woodruff  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  company, 
one  of  the  oldest  living  members  of  the  department,  President  of  the 
Exempt  Firemen's  Association,  and  a  man  who  commanded  the  respect 
both  of  his  comrades  and  of  citizens  generally.  The  following  notice 
from  the  Delta  of  March  17,  1854,  gives  expression  to  the  sentiment 
of  the  community  : 

Mr.  Woodruff,  or  Dan  Woodruff,  as  he  was  more  familarly  termed  in  those  days,  carried  on  the 
hat  business  at  No.  6i  Chartres  Street,  within  a  door  or  two  of  Bienville  Street,  and  was  with  Irad 
Ferry,  George  Bedford,  Ralph  Hubbard  and  other  of  the  same  generous  and  whole-souled  stock  now 
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deceased,  active  members  of  old  No.  2  Fire  Company,  which  at  that  time  mustered  on  its  books 
many  of  those  whose  names  are  inseparably  and  imperishably  linked  with  the  history  and  heroic 
achievments  of  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department.  Of  those  who  at  that  period  were  active  members 
of  No.  2,  we  do  not  recollect  at  this  moment  more  than  one  now  living  ;  he  is  John  Mullins,  who  was 
then  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Woodruff,  and  like  him,  his  heart  and  soul  were  In  the  duties  of  a  fireman. 
Living  as  we  did  then  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  Mr.  Woodruff's  store,  we  well  recol- 
lect being  called  upon  many  occasions  to  give  an  eye  to  the  hats,  while  the  employer  and  employed 
were  off  to  a  tire  ;  and  not  infrequently  have  we,  on  the  lirst  alarm  of  tire,  ran  to  our  door  to  see 
whether  Dan  or  John  would  be  first  in  harness  and  off  to  patriotic  duty.  Mr.  Woodruff  was  for  many 
years  an  exempt,  and  was  we  believe  at  his  death  the  oldest  member  of  the  Fire  Department  in  our 
city,  as  he  certainly  was  the  most  harmless,  amiable,  good-natured  and  generous  of  men.  The  death 
of  poor  Woodruff  had  scarcely  reached  the  ears  of  our  fellow-citizens  and  saddened  their  hearts, 
before  the  additional  distressing  intelligence  was  abroad  of  the  death  of  William  McLeod,  the  intrepid 
foreman  of  No.  2  Company,  by  injuries  received  on  the  same  occasion.  Mr.  McLeod  was  a  native  of 
Caledonia,  and  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  the  intrepidity,  coolness,  strong  friendship  and  integ- 
rity which  distinguish  the  sons  of  that  glorious  old  land  of  valor  and  of  worth.  He  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  54  years  of  age. 

Those  who  understand  the  stimulating  effect  upon  the  public  spirit 
and  patriotism  of  a  community  resulting  from  the  tragedies  of  war,  must 
recall  with  regret  the  days  when  their  city  was  ennobled  by  the  presence 
and  example  of  this  body  of  Volunteer  heroes,  men  eminent  in  the  ordi- 
nary life  of  the  city,  yet  who  carried  their  lives  in  their  hands  and  stood 
constantly  in  the  peril  of  sudden  death  while  serving  their  fellow-citizens. 
Such  a  picture  as  that  drawn  in  the  extract  quoted  above,  of  a  man 
abandoning  his  daily  avocation  and  even  turning  his  property  over  to  the 
custody  of  the  first  neighbor  he  happened  to  see,  while  he  dashed  off  to 
the  field  of  duty,  which  in  time  came  to  be  for  him  the  field  of  glory  and 
death,  is  worth  so  much  to  a  community  in  this  hum-drum  nineteenth 
century  with  its  lack  of  chivalric  opportunity,  as  almost  to  amount  to 
compensation  for  the  tragedies  and  losses  that  were  a  part  of  it. 

Commemorative  of  this  heroism  and  its  priceless  example,  there  stands 
to-day  in  Greenwood  Cemetery  the  monument  to  Woodruff  and  McLeod  of 
which  the  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the  1 6th  of  March,  1855,  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  fire.  In  the  procession  which  moved  to  the  solemn 
scene  were  the  entire  Masonic  fraternity  in  full  regalia,  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council.  The  stone-laying  ceremo- 
nies were  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Master  and  officials  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  a  stirring  and  appropriate  address  was  delivered  by  R.  C. 
Bond,  Esq.,  a  member  of  Pelican  No.  4. 
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A  previous  calamity  to  this  must  be  mentioned  here,  although  it 
was  not  an  ordinary  fire  and  did  not  even  occur  in  the  city,  but  it  was 
brought  closely  home  to  the  fire  department  by  the  loss  of  two  esteemed 
members  of  that  body.  This  was  the  explosion,  on  July  6th,  1852,  of  the 
river  steamer  St.  James.  Many  of  the  circumstances  of  this  affair  ren- 
dered it  one  of  the  most  tragically  heart-rending  calamities  that  ever 
afflicted  this  community.  The  St.  James  was  one  of  several  steamers 
that  carried  passengers  and  excursionists  to  the  various  watering-places 
near  the  city,  and  at  the  time  of  the  accident  was  on  her  return  trip, 
after  touching  at  several  points,  having  a  few  hours  previously  left  Bay 
St.  Louis,  well  laden  with  excursionists  who  had  been  spending  the  Fourth 
of  July  at  the  sea-shore.  Between  two  and  three  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th,  the  bells  of  the  city  tolled  an  alarm  of  fire,  and  the  engines  started 
out,  but  could  not  locate  the  fire.  It  was  some  time  before  the  intelli- 
gence became  general  of  what  had  occurred.  The  St.  James  had  left  the 
Bay  late  in  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  5th,  followed  a  few  minutes  later 
by  the  Calijornia.  As  was  the  reprehensible  habit  of  the  time,  the  two 
boats  began  to  race,  and  were  so  closely  matched  that  first  one  and  then 
the  other  was  in  the  lead,  and  both  put  on  all  steam.  When  opposite 
the  Pointe  aux  Herbes,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  landing  at 
Milneburg,  the  St.  James,  then  in  the  lead,  exploded  her  boiler,  instantly 
killing  between  twenty  and  thirty  persons,  and  grievously  wounding 
many  more. 

Immediately  after  the  explosion,  the  stanchions  being  knocked  away, 
the  whole  deck  forward  of  the  wheelhouse  fell  down  upon  the  boilers  and 
machinery,  adding  the  horrors  of  fire  and  scalding  steam  to  those  already 
experienced  and  increasing  the  number  of  victims.  Admirable  discipline 
and  courage  were  manifested  by  the  officers,  who  launched  the  small 
boats  and  secured  places  in  them  for  the  women  and  a  steersman  whose 
arm  was  broken.  The  captain  would  not  even  make  an  exception  in 
favor  of  his  own  two  little  sons,  both  under  ten  ;  but  they  pluckily 
jumped  overboard  and  kept  themselves  afloat  until  they  were  picked  up 
by  the  rescuers.  The  California  promptly  came  to  the  assistance  of  her 
disabled  rival,  and  in  spite  of  the  danger  to  herself  from  the  burning  St. 
James,  which  indeed  actually  set  fire  to  the  California  in  several  places, 
made  fast  to  the  St.  James,  and  ran  out  a  plank  for  those  who  were  able 
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to  pass  in  safety  to  the'  rescuing  vessel.  All  the  wounded,  except  one 
cabin  boy  who  was  so  crazed  by  the  loss  of  both  arms  that  he  could  not 
assist  his  own  rescue,  were  taken  off,  and  those  who  required  the  services 
of  surgeons  were  attended  to  by  several  physicians  who  fortunately  were 
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among-  the  passengers  on  board  the  two  boats.  Unhappily,  the  Cali- 
fornia, in  coming  to  the  rescue  of  the  St.  James  ran  down  the  small  boat 
containing  the  women  from  the  St.  James,  and  all  except  one  of  them 
were  drowned,  together  with  the  wounded  steersman. 

This  accident  caused  the  greatest  excitement  in  the  city,  not  only 
because  of  its  tragic  details,  but  because  several  of  the  victims  were  prom- 
inent in  public  and  social  life.  Among  the  lost  were  Judge  Isaac  T. 
Preston,  of  the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court  ;  and  Richard  Turner,  Com- 
missary of  the  Fourth  Ward  in  the  Second  Municipality,  and  other  city 
officials  were  wounded.  To  the  Fire  Department  the  calamity  brought 
sorrow  in  the  death  of  John  Molloy  and  Nicholas  Read,  members  of 
Protection  No.  19.    The  circumstances  of  their  death  were  most  melan- 
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choly.  No  19  had  made  an  excursion  to  Biloxi  for  the  Fourth  of  July, 
leaving  the  city  only  a  short  time  before  the  tragedy,  with  all  the  happy 
and  even  hilarious  good  spirits  which  usually  attend  the  firemen's  outings. 
Returning,  they  shipped  their  engine  on  the  California,  on  which  most  of 
the  company  came  back.  But  the  horse  was  for  some  reason  shipped  on 
the  St.  James,  three  men  being  detailed  to  look  after  him.  Of  these  three 
two  were  killed  outright,  Molloy  and  Read,  the  third  escaping  unharmed. 
Their  bodies  were  recovered  from  the  wreck,  and  their  funeral,  attended  by 
the  entire  department,  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  from  the  house 
of  No.  19,  on  Girod  Street.  The  gloomy  home-coming  of  the  mangled 
remains  of  these  firemen  who  had  gone  away  so  joyously  a  few  short 
days  before,  was  thus  tenderly  described  by  a  sympathetic  journalist  of 
the  day  : 

As  a  touching  incident  connected  with  the  recovery  of  the  bodies  of  those  killed  by  the  explosion 
and  burning  of  the  St.  James,  we  may  mention  the  slow  and  solemn  midnight  procession  formed  by 
the  members  of  the  Protection  Fire  Co.  No.  19,  as  they  conveyed  the  bodies  of  their  two  deceased 
brethren  to  their  engine  house,  on  Tuesday  night.  It  was  past  11  o'clock;  the  streets  were  still ;  none 
of  the  studied  formalties  of  grief  were  exhibited  in  the  mournful  march.  But  there  was  a  sad  and  sub- 
dued grief-speaking  feeling  manifested  by  every  member  of  the  company,  which  spoke  in  sincerity  and 
truth  of  the  terrible  calamity  that  had  befallen  them.  We  saw  the  same  bodies  yesterday  conveyed  to 
their  last  resting-place,  on  the  sombre  hearse  and  beneath  the  nodding  of  funeral  plumes ;  but,  though 
there  were  bands  discoursing  fitting  music ;  though  there  were  banners  and  engines  bordered  and 
decorated  with  the  dark  drapery  of  grief ;  though  long  trains  of  uniformed  firemen  and  friends  in 
carriages  followed  the  deceased — yet,  to  us,  the  slowly  and  sadly  moving  midnight  procession  was  much 
the  more  touching  of  the  two,  conveying  a  lesson  to  our  heart  which  will  not  be  readily  forgotten. 

Mention  of  the  burning  of  the  American  Theatre  on  April  21,  1855, 
will  close  this  record  of  the  more  important  fires  occurring  during  what 
may  be  considered  the  first  period  of  the  old  Volunteer  Department,  ex- 
tending from  its  organization  to  the  establishment  of  the  contract  system 
in  1855.  Theatre  fires,  whatever  their  importance  as  fires,  are  always  in- 
vested with  a  horrible  interest,  because  of  their  dreadful  possibilities. 
That  the  burning  of  the  American  was  not  in  itself  a  serious  loss  to  New 
Orleans,  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  reference  in  the  True  Delta 
to  an  attempt  made  in  April,  1854,  to  fire  it : 

An  attempt  was  made  last  night  to  set  fire  to  the  building  on  Poydras  St.  known  as  the 
American  Theatre.  The  building  has  not  been  used  for  sometime  for  theatrical  exhibitions.  It  is  an 
eyesore  in  the  section  of  the  city  in  which  it  is  located,  and  we  presume  some  incendiary  patriot 
intended  to  "  reform  "  it  out  of  existence  by  a  summary  process.  The  fire,  being  discovered  before  it 
made  much  headway,  was  promptly  extinguished  by  the  fire  brigade. 
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It  was  a  pity,  for  more  than  asthetic  reasons,  that  the  earlier  attempt 
had  not  succeeded,  while  the  house  was  out  of  use  for  theatrical  repre- 
sentations ;  for  when  it  did  burn,  by  accident  or  by  the  torch  of  an 
incendiary,  Herr  Hinrich  Zeitz,  one  of  the  leading  actors  in  a  German 
company  that  was  playing  there,  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  the  southern 
wall.  About  midnight  the  curtain  had  fallen  at  the  end  of  a  benefit  per- 
formance for  the  treasurer,  and  although  the  audience  had  passed  out, 
the  members  of  the  company  had  not  left  the  theatre,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered to  be  on  fire.  Not  realizing,  as  actors  so  seldom  do,  how  rapidly 
a  fire  spreads  among  the  scenery  and  its  wooden  framework,  combinations 
of  oil  and  pine,  Herr  Zeitz  endeavored  to  save  his  wardrobe,  and  belated  in 
his  return  to  the  door,  was  caught  by  the  falling  wall  and  instantly  killed. 

About  1837-8  the  Department  began  the  celebration  of  its  anniver- 
sary on  the  Fourth  of  March,  inaugurating  the  series  of  pageants  which 
for  over  fifty  years  were  a  marked  feature  of  the  annals  of  the  city.  In 
the  early  days  these  celebrations  were  much  more  simple  in  character 
than  they  afterwards  became,  when  the  department  was  larger  and  the 
parades  more  imposing,  and  the  sums  spent  in  preparation  very  much 
larger.  The  feature  of  the  da)'  at  the  beginning  was  the  service  held  in 
church,  usually  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clapp,  where  an  oration  was  pro- 
nounced by  some  distinguished  citizen,  and  appropriate  music  and 
religious  exercises  filled  out  the  programme.  On  these  occasions  the 
members  of  the  department  occupied  the  galleries,  the  body  of  the  house 
being  reserved  for  their  invited  guests.  In  1839  the  oration  was  delivered 
by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Mullen,  and  in  1841  by  Preston  W.  Farrar,  Esq. 
High  dignitaries,  both  of  the  city  and  the  State,  lent  importance  to  these 
events  by  their  presence,  and  thus  early  in  its  existence  did  the  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  take  its  place  among  the  institutions  that  enlisted  the 
sympathies  and  commanded  the  respect  of  the  most  eminent  officials  of  the 
vicinity.  This  recognition  of  the  value  and  character  of  the  department 
contributed  much  to  its  vogue,  and  secured  recruits  to  its  membership 
from  among  the  best  citizens  of  New  Orleans.  As  the  firemen  were 
generous  in  their  services  to  the  community,  so  the  people  were  generous 
in  doing  what  they  could  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  firemen.  As 
an  illustration  of  this,  the  following  is  quoted  from  the  columns  of  The 
Picayune  of  June  4th,  1 841  : 
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"  We  have  for  several  months  past  been  advertising  gratuitously  for  the  fire  companies  of  this 
city.  We  learn,  however,  that  the  impression  with  some  of  the  firemen  is,  that  our  offer  was  confined 
to  the  companies  of  the  Second  Municipality;  and  we  now  again  announce  to  all  the  engine  and  hose 
companies  of  New  Orleans  that  their  notices  will  be  inserted  in  the  Picayune '  free,  gratis,  for  nothing  ! '  " 

The  election  of  president  of  the  F.  C.  A.  for  1850  is  of  interest  now, 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  Isaac  N.  Marks  who  then  first  came  to  the  head 
of  the  Association  ;  and  although  the  long  term  of  thirty-six  successive 
years  which  later  identified  him  forever  with  the  fortunes  of  the  Associa- 
tion did  not  begin  until  1855,  yet  in  the  single  year  of  his  first  term  he 
had  and  utilized  the  opportunity  to  do  the  Association  one  of  those  great 
services  of  which  his  faithful  record  presents  so  many  examples.  The 
original  charter  of  the  Association  was  about  expiring  when  he  came  to 
the  presidency,  and  it  became  necessary  to  adapt  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution  anew  to  the  existing  conditions,  guided  by  the  experiences 
of  the  twenty-one  years  just  elapsed.  The  easy  terms  on  which  the  fire- 
men had  hitherto  obtained  the  privileges  of  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion, and  the  great  burden  of  cost  assumed  by  the  Association  in  its  relief 
system,  indicated  the  wisdom  of  raising  the  dues  and  fees.  The  initiation 
was,  therefore,  raised  from  $2  to  $5  ;  the  annual  dues  were  made  $3  for 
not  less  than  six  years,  and  after  that  the  member  was  entitled  to  a  certifi- 
cate of  exemption  on  the  payment  of  $5  instead  of  $3  as  formerly. 
Moreover,  it  had  been  possible  under  the  old  constitution  for  members  of 
companies  to  avail  themselves  of  the  State  exemptions  from  jury  and 
militia  duty  without  becoming  members  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  and  contributing 
to  its  support  and  that  of  its  beneficiaries.  So,  in  the  new  act  of  incorpo- 
ration which  was  signed  on  March  21,1 850,  it  was  provided  that  permanent 
exemption  from  jury  and  militia  duty  should  be  given  to  all  firemen  who 
were  also  members  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  during  active  service,  and  forever 
after  six  years  of  service.  In  proposing  these  changes  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Marks  said  :  "  These  changes  are  of  the 
most  important  character,  and  are  destined,  I  believe,  to  do  more  towards 
rendering  stable  and  permanent  this  Association  than  any  other  measure 
ever  devised  for  its  interest." 

A  citation  from  President  Marks's  inaugural  address  will  be  interest- 
ing here,  not  only  as  being  the  first  official  utterance  of  the  man  who  for 
so  many  years  was  the  spokesman  and  the  guiding  influence  of  the 
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Association,  but  also  as  an  illustration  of  the  serious  and  high  minded 
temper  in  which  the  Association  approached  the  discharge  of  its  responsi- 
bilities : 

"  On  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  through  your  kind- 
ness and  confidence  I  have  been  elevated,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
constitution,  I  take  this  occasion  to  lay  before  you  a  short  survey  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Association,  while  at  the  same  time  I  present  to  you  such 
recommendations  as  I  deem  necessary  under  the  existing  state  of  things. 
While  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  within  the 
last  three  years  the  Association  has  been  entirely  extricated  from  the 
difficulties  that  then  beset  it  and  for  a  time  threatened  its  continued 
existence  ;  the  events  of  the  past  year  should  admonish  us  we  have  yet 
much  to  learn — a  knowledge  it  would  appear  only  to  be  acquired  by  dear- 
bought  experience. 

"  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  my  predecessor  to  commence  his  term 
of  office  with  a  full  treasury  and  with  the  prospect  of  an  income  from  our 
usual  sources  fully  adequate  to  meet  accruing  liabilities,  contingent 
expenses,  and  to  extend  liberal  relief.  Though  a  misfortune  visited  the 
Cypress  Grove  Cemetery  and  greatly  curtailed  its  receipts,  our  general 
income  has  been  quite  large,  and  our  expenditures  still  larger.  My 
administration  commences  under  different  auspices — an  exhausted  treas- 
ury, accruing  liabilities  that  must  be  met,  the  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  shock  it  received;  and  other  disadvantages 
that  might  be  enumerated  present  themselves  in  imposing  conbination  to 
warn  us  that  the  present  year  opens  in  strong  contrast  to  the  last. 
W  hatever  difficulties  surround  us,  however  discouraging  the  condition  of 
things,  the  responsible  duties  imposed  upon  us  as  the  representatives  of 
so  large  a  body  of  men  must  be  fully  and  faithfully  discharged.  Our 
better  plan,  therefore,  is  to  grapple  with  these  difficulties,  meeting  them 
at  once,  and  with  the  experience  of  the  past  as  our  weapon,  conquer  a 
glorious  result. 

"  The  able  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  which  will  be  submitted 
to  you  this  evening,  will  exhibit  in  detail  the  affairs  of  the  Association  for 
the  past  year.  By  that  document  you  will  perceive  that  our  expenditures 
have  largely  exceeded  our  income — a  state  of  things  truly  unfortunate, 
and  one  that  should  be  guarded  against  for  the  future.     At  the  com- 
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mencement  of  the  past  year,  under  evidence  of  great  prosperity,  the 
Association  in  changing  and  extending  its  Relief  System  adopted  what  is 
now  called  'money  relief — a  large  amount  of  such  relief  has  been  thus 
dispensed.  Under  a  full  treasury  and  the  then  existing  prosperity,  a 
wise  distribution  of  funds  thus  made  was  right  and'  proper — in  fact,  it 
constitutes  one  of  the  duties  of  our  institution  towards  its  members. 
But  what  was  right  then  may  be  impolitic  now.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  widows  and  orphans  (whose  proper  demands  should 
never  be  made  in  vain)  are  now  recipients  of  the  generous  bounty  of  the 
Association,  combined  with  the  present  state  of  the  finances,  induces  me 
to  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Board  the  policy  of  making  such  alteration 
in  this  branch  of  our  Relief  System  as  will  more  fully  conform  it  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs. 

"  As  it  is  upon  the  action  of  the  Committees  that  the  prosperity  of 
this  institution  mainly  depends,  I  look  to  them  to  co-operate  with  me  in 
rigidly  carrying  out  all  our  varied  and  responsible  duties.  With  this 
determination  we  can  accomplish  much.  To  aid  in  doing  so,  and  to 
keep  constantly  advised  of  the  progress  of  our  affairs,  I  intend  (and, 
indeed,  I  think  it  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  President)  to  convene 
the  several  standing  committees  monthly,  in  order  that  they  shall  consult 
together,  and  by  the  transactions  of  a  past  month  take  counsel  for  the 
next.  The  number  of  widows  and  orphans  having  increased  greatly  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Committee  to  fully  investigate  their  respective  claims  to  our  sympathies, 
in  order  that  this  fund  be  neither  unequally  distributed  nor  improperly 
bestowed.  It  does  not  appear  right,  nor  in  consonance  with  the  princi- 
ples that  should  govern  us  in  discharging  this  part  of  our  duties,  that  a 
widow  childless  should  receive  the  same  monthly  stipend  as  one  pos- 
sessing children.  Nor  should  the  widow  possessed  of  competency  and 
surrounded  by  the  comforts  of  life  be  at  all  a  recipient  of  relief.  Such 
is  not  carrying  out  the  true  objects  of  this  institution.  The  word  ■  relief 
signifies  alone  the  removal  of  some  distressing  misfortune  ;  where 
poverty  or  sickness  does  not  exist  there  is  nothing  that  this  Association 
is  bound  to  alleviate. 

"  The  General  Relief  Committee  has  much  to  perform  ;  they  con- 
stitute the  great  channel  through  which  the  larger  portion  of  our  receipts 
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flow.  How  necessary  it  is  they  scrutinize  closely  every  application  ! 
Every  unworthy  case  that  receives  our  bounty  shuts  out  two  or  three, 
perhaps,  whose  claims  are  unquestioned. 

"  The  Cypress  Grove  Cemetery  Committee,  the  guardian  of  that 
property,  whose  revenues  constitute  our  principal  source  of  wealth, 
should  watch  its  trust  with  zealous  care.  Acting  as  check  upon  the 
Superintendent,  they  should  at  all  times  be  observant  that  his  duties  are 
satisfactorily  performed.  Until  a  more  prosperous  state  of  things  dawns 
upon  us,  they  should  pursue  a  system  of  rigid  economy  in  any  disburse- 
ment for  the  cemetery.  .  .  . 

"Some  steps  are  necessary  to  endeavor  to  procure  from  the  State 
the  generous  appropriation  granted  us  by  the  Legislature  in  1848,  and  if 
possible  to  have  this  appropriation  made  an  annual  one.  A  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  some  of  the  city  members  prior  to  their  depart- 
ure for  the  seat  of  government  might  effect  this  object. 

"  I  have  passed  over  in  review  as  briefly  as  possible  the  most  impor- 
tant matters  that  are  to  engage  your  attention.  To  properly  perform  our 
duties  with  an  eye  to  the  sacred  interests  entrusted  to  our  keeping, 
we  will  find  that  our  posts  are  not  sinecures,  but  the  satisfaction  in  taking 
part  in  deeds  that  tend  to  alleviate  the  condition  of  our  fellow-men,  is 
more  than  compensation  for  our  labors.  With  an  earnest  prayer  that  a 
kind  Providence  may  crown  our  noble  cause  with  commensurate  success, 
I  close  this,  my  first  communication." 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  shows  the  same 
exalted  view  of  the  solemn  duty  imposed  on  the  managers  of  the  noble 
charity  entrusted  to  their  control: — 

"The  Finance  Committee,  in  submitting  their  annual  report,  have  the 
gratification  to  state  that,  though  the  treasury  has  been  taxed  to  its  ut- 
most capacity,  yet  the  Association  has  met  all  the  demands  upon  it.  Its 
charity  has  been  wide  and  extended,  and,  like  the  sunlight  of  heaven  has 
brought  joy  and  happiness  to  many  a  widowed  heart.  And  if  the  Asso- 
ciation will  properly  husband  its  resources,  it  may  from  year  to  year  con- 
tinue to  scatter  its  manna  among  the  poor  and  destitute,  bringing  to  the 
one  support,  and  to  the  other,  consolation.  How  long  it  shall  continue 
to  perform  its  high  and  holy  purposes  of  charity,  will  depend  upon  the 
prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  Association.    That  the  true  position  of  the 


96 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Association  might  be  known,  your  Committee  have  set  aside  the  techni- 
calities of  accountants,  and  endeavored  to  render  so  plain  a  statement  that 
all  could  understand  it.  In  your  Treasurer's  report,  a  large  item  appears 
as  capital.  This  expression  is  intended  to  represent  the  real  estate  belong- 
ing to  the  Association. 

"  During  the  last  year  the  amount  expended  in  charity  has  been  un- 
usually large.  The  office  of  ministering  to  the  wants  of  our  fellow-man 
is  so  pleasing,  and  it  is  so  grateful  to  a  warm  and  generous  heart  to  be 
able  to  pour  the  sunshine  of  happiness  upon  a  bosom  clouded  with  sorrow, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  restrain  the  promptings  of  our  feelings  within  the 
limits  bounded  by  our  means.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  that 
the  amount  distributed  in  charity  should  have  reached  the  full 
bounds  of  the  Association,  unwilling  as  they  are  to  check  the  stream 
of  charity,  which  has  poured  from  this  Association,  as  from  the 
portals  of  heaven,  carrying  on  its  bosom  its  rich  freight  of  sympathy  and 
comfort  for  the  widow  and  orphan,  and  to  the  suffering  and  disabled 
fireman,  aid  and  support.  Yet  your  Committee  would  fail  in  the  high 
trust  confided  to  them  if  they  did  not  caution  the  Association  of  too  lib- 
eral a  use  of  the  means  entrusted  to  their  guardianship.  Were  the  means 
of  the  Association  commensurate  with  the  noble  promptings  of  the  hearts 
of  firemen,  then  would  our  charity  be  as  boundless  as  the  earth,  and  our 
sympathy,  like  the  soft  south  wind,  would  fan  the  fevered  face  of  distress 
wherever  found.  But  man's  charity  must  be  bounded  by  his  means. 
And  in  the  distribution  of  that  charity,  he  must  be  careful  not  to  raise 
passions  in  the  heart  of  its  recipients  at  war  with  v  irtue  and  usefulness. 
When  charity  is  scattered  with  a  promiscuous  hand,  many  seeds  of  vice 
are  watered  and  nurtured  by  it.  There  is  danger  that  some  will  be  in- 
duced to  become  indolent,  and  then  vicious,  and  thus  learn  to  look  to 
this  fund,  which  was  established  for  high  and  holy  purposes,  as  a  means 
of  gratifying  their  passions.  Your  Committee  cannot,  therefore,  urge 
too  strongly  that  great  care  be  taken  in  affording  general  relief.  The  cry 
of  the  orphan  and  the  tear  of  the  widow  will  ever  find  an  advocate  in  a 
fireman's  breast;  he  could  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  one,  or  refuse  to  wipe 
away  the  tear  from  the  other,  so  long  as  he  obeyed  the  noble  promptings 
of  his  order.  While  your  Committee  would  advise  a  strict  examination 
into  the  applicants,  they  would  do  violence  to  their  own  feelings  if  the)' 
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were  to  advise  that  a  cold  reply  should  be  returned  to  one  who  should  be 
found  worth)'.  .  .  . 

"  Your  Committee  has  thus  rapidly  glanced  at  the  past  action  of  the 
Association,  and  pointed  to  its  capacity  for  good,  accompanied  with  such 
remarks  as  the  experience  of  the  past  year  may  have  suggested.  And,  in 
closing  this  report  and  rendering  up  their  auth  rity,  they*  doubt  not  that 
the  members  will  be  guided  in  their  deliberations  by  high  considerations 
of  duty;  and  as  the  Association  is  in  the  control  of  firemen,  that  it  will 
continue  in  its  pure  and  holy  mission  of  charity  and  brotherly  love." 

The  wise  warnings  of  the  officers  of  the  Association  were  not  always 
heeded:  and  year  after  year,  to  the  end  of  the  contract  period  in  1S91, 
we  find  the  same  cautions  against  exceeding  the  income  repeated.  Had 
a  more  conservative  course  been  followed,  the  position  of  the  Association 
would  have  been  financially  so  independent  as  to  have  obviated  most  of 
the  difficulties  of  succeeding  years.  The  line  in  which  economies  were 
urged  was  that  of  general  relief,  or  relief  to  needy  firemen.  It  was  a 
generous  impulse  that  led  the  delegates  not  only  to  give  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  whenever  they  called,  but  also  to  send  no  brother  fireman 
empty-handed  away  when  he  needed  aid.  But  it  was  here  the  danger 
lay;  and  it  was  the  distribution  of  this  kind  of  aid,  up  to  the  full  limit  of 
the  treasury,  that  prevented  the  finances  of  the  Association  from  acquir- 
ing a  solid  foundation  that  would  have  rendered  the  Association  indepen- 
dent of  City  Councils  or  cabals  against  its  continuance  in  active  operation. 

Henry  Bier  succeeded  Mr.  Marks  as  president  for  the  year  185 1. 
And  here  there  is  a  break  in  the  records  that  are  accessible  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  covering  the  years  185  1-2-3-4.  Probably  we  should  find  in  the 
missing  records  some  earnest  words  and  actions  bearing  on  the  great  con- 
troversy which  came  to  its  crisis  in  1855,  bringing  the  Fire  Department 
and  the  City  into  active  antagonism,  and  resulting  in  an  entire  change 
of  the  system  of  fire  department  management.  But  as  the  essential  docu- 
ments in  this  controversy  were  those  relating  to  the  actual  settlement  of 
it,  the  missing  details  of  a  few  previous  years  need  not  make  a  serious 
break  in  our  story. 


Holding  the  Hydrant. 


John  Malloy,  of  No.  5,  keeping  the  hydrant  co 
with  a  barrel  till  his  Company  arrives. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  FIREMEN'S  REVOLT  OF  1855. 

Origin  of  the  Contract  System — Great  Services  Rendered  by  the 
Volunteer  Companies — Friction  with  the  City  Authorities — Pre- 
mature Introduction  of  the  Steam  Fire  Engink— Arbitrary 
Appointment  of  a  Chief  Engineer — Laying  Pipes  for  a  Paid 
Department — The  Firemen's  Protest  to  the  Mayor — Threats  of  Dis- 
bandment  fulfilled  by  the  firemen — tlie  apparatus  surrendered; 
Ceremonies  in  Lafayette  Souake — An  Interregnum  and  Its  Diffi- 
culties— Contract  System  Adopted  by  the  City — Award  to  the 
Underwriters  Rejected — The  Firemen  Address  the  Citizens — Tpie 
Firemen's  Charitable  Association  Takes  the  Contract  at  §70,000 
— Adapting  the  Association  to  Admintstratiye  Duties — Opening  of 
the  New  Career. 

E  have  seen  how  much  had  been  done  by  the  F.  C.  A.  as  a 
charitable  institution,  to  entitle  it  to  the  gratitude  and  consid- 
eration of  all  who  had  at  heart  the  interests  of  the  city.  It 
had  kept  hundreds  from  want  and  from  becoming  a  charge 
upon  the  public  ;  it  had  furnished  the  city  with  much-needed  cemetery 
facilities  ;  it  had  spent  its  money  freely  among  the  merchants,  and  had 
added  to  the  festivities  of  the  city  in  ways  that  made  its  life  attractive. 
Moreover  the  fire  companies,  in  their  official  relations  to  the  city  and  the 
public,  as  defenders  of  homes  and  properties  against  the  scourge  of  fire, 
had  discharged  their  duty  in  a  manner  that  compelled  admiration.  We 
have  seen  how  citizens  and  city  officials  had  improved  their  opportunities 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  deserts  of  the  firemen,  whether  as 
participants  in  the  solemn  pageantry  of  mourning  or  in  the  festivities  of 
a  department  anniversary.  And  yet,  the  present  generation  in  New 
Orleans  does  not  need  to  be  reminded  that  all  this  appreciation  may 
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exist  right  alongside  of  a  systematic,  habitual  course  of  official  injustice, 
shown  by  the  same  officials  to  the  same  firemen  and  fire  companies.  How- 
ever much  the  constituted  authorities  might  sympathize  with  the  firemen, 
individually,  when  it  came  to  doing  them  justice  in  city  legislation  and 
administration,  it  was  a  very  different  matter.  Then,  as  in  later  years, 
the  city  found  itself  at  times  embarrassed  for  the  means  with  which  to 
discharge  its  financial  obligations  to  the  engine  companies  ;  and  unques- 
tionably the  fact  that  the  fortunes  of  the  fire  department  were  in  the 
charge  of  a  public-spirited,  liberal  set  of  men,  who  would  do  a  great  deal 
for  it  out  of  their  private  pockets,  led  the  City  Council,  if  not  to  rely  on 
this  personal  generosity,  at  least  to  feel  less  keenly  awake  to  their  own 
duty  when  the  engine  companies  needed  the  money  that  was  due  to 
them.  Consequently,  there  was  much  friction  over  the  matter  of  appro- 
priations and  payments  on  account  of  appropriations  already  made. 

But  there  was  a  further  cause  of  disagreement  between  the  depart- 
ment and  the  authorities — and  this  again  is  one  that  the  present  genera- 
tion in  New  Orleans  can  appreciate  thoroughly.  The  fact  that  the 
Common  Council  did  not  suitably  sustain  the  department  with  means  did 
not  prevent  the  Aldermen  from  meddling  with  its  affairs.  Satisfied  to 
leave  it  to  the  members  of  the  engine  companies  to  raise  money  when  it 
was  needed,  they  were  not  satisfied  to  leave  it  to  them  to  run  the  depart- 
ment. And  so  a  lot  of  amateur  Councilmen,  ignoring  the  advice  of  experi- 
enced firemen,  concluded  to  experiment  with  sundry  critical  innovations. 
They  introduced  a  steam  fire  engine,  and  they  did  it  so  badly  that  for 
several  years  it  was  a  useless  expense  and  practically  no  advantage.  We 
shall  hear  of  that  experiment  later.  Moreover,  the  unnecessarily  great 
cost  of  this  attempt  still  further  incapacitated  the  authorities  from  giving 
the  hand  engines  the  support  that  they  required  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  efficiency.  Then  the  Council  undertook  to  give  the  department  a 
Chief  Engineer — a  very  useful  change,  certainly,  but  the  training  of  local 
politics  was  not  the  best  education  for  fitting  men  to  manage  the  internal 
affairs  of  a  fire  department  in  opposition  to  the  judgment  of  those  who 
had  spent  a  large  part  of  their  lives  in  learning  the  fire  business.  And 
although  the  choice  of  Chief  Engineer  fell  upon  an  entirely  worthy  man, 
James  H.  Wingfield,  who  was  elected  to  the  position  on  May  30th,  1855, 
the  fact  that  the  step  was  taken  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the 
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firemen  from  whom  so  much  had  been  asked  and  accepted  by  the  city, 
deprived  the  selection  of  the  harmonious  character  it  might  have  had 
under  other  circumstances. 

Then  an  entirely  new  fire  ordinance  was  enacted  in  the  spring  of 
1S55,  this  also  being  opposed  by  the  firemen,  who  thought  justly  that 
their  wishes  should  be  respected  in  such  matters.  This  ordinance  pro- 
vided among  other  things  for  the  payment  of  firemen  for  services,  a 
feature  that  was  repellant  to  the  firemen  in  a  degree  that  in  these  days 
can  with  difficulty  be  appreciated.  They  felt  that  it  was  degrading  a 
lofty  calling  which  should  be  confined  to  those  who  would  volunteer  their 
services  for  the  honor  of  serving  their  city,  and  not  for  pay.  From  the 
standpoint  of  the  old  volunteer  fireman,  who  regarded  his  office  as  one 
requiring  social  as  well  as  professional  qualities,  the)-  were  quite  right. 
It  was  out  of  the  question  to  enlist  men  of  independent  prominence  in 
city  life  in  the  same  organizations  that  included  paid  servants.  Whether 
or  not  the  time  had  arrived  in  the  history  of  the  city  for  abandoning  the 
old,  high-toned  volunteer  membership  in  favor  of  an  exclusively  paid 
membership,  was  a  question  to  be  considered  ;  but  it  was  beyond  ques- 
tion that  at  that  time  the  two  could  not  subsist  side  by  side.  Moreover, 
the  Council,  in  its  fresh  zeal  in  interfering  with  the  fire  companies, 
took  it  upon  themselves  to  disband  a  number  of  the  companies,  and 
Nos.  4,  11,  15,  16,  17,  19,  and  Louisiana  Hose  were  deprived  of  their  char- 
ters immediately  after  the  election  of  Chief  Engineer  Wingfield.  Undoubt- 
edly the  disbandment  of  some  of  these  companies  was  desirable — 
though  Louisiana  Hose  was  an  organization  that  could  not  be  spared 
from  the  department,  and  the  Council  rescinded  its  action  in  respect  of 
that  company  on  realizing  that  it  had  a  State  charter  and  was  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  city  authorities.  But  these  disbandments  were  accom- 
plished without  consultation  with  the  other  companies  and  in  some  cases 
against  their  protests. 

Altogether,  the  city  authorities  managed  in  a  few  short  months  to 
produce  the  profoundest  disaffection  among  the  members  of  the  depart- 
ment, who  were  satisfied  that  the  impositions  already  practised  were  only 
the  beginning  of  an  intolerable  system,  if  submitted  to.  The  objections 
against  the  Chief  Engineer  were  not  levelled  against  Wingfield  per- 
sonally.   Indeed,  he  had  the  good  will  of  all  the  men,  and  it  is  recorded 
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that  at  the  very  first  fire  that  occurred  after  his  elevation  to  office,  while 
it  demonstrated  the  value  of  a  single  head  in  command  of  the  engine 
companies,  the  new  Chief  had  the  earnest  and  loyal  support  of  the  com- 
panies, the  men  obeying  his  orders  with  alacrity  and  speaking  without 
jealousy,  prejudice  or  restraint,  of  his  excellent  qualities  as  a  leader. 
But  in  the  main  the  men  felt  the  conduct  of  the  Council  to  be  so 
thoroughly  unfair,  that,  after  a  few  months  of  endurance  and  considera- 
tion, they  determined  to  lay  their  grievances  before  the  Mayor,  and  to 
demand  what  they  thought  themselves  entitled  to,  as  consideration  for 
their  remaining  longer  in  the  service  of  the  city.  In  their  protest  to 
the  Mayor,  made  on  October  27,  1855,  representations  were  made  as 
follows  : — 

"  That  a  deep  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  has  long  existed  in  the  fire 
department  at  the  protracted,  unjustifiable  and  apparently  studied  neg- 
lect of  the  Common  Council  to  act  on  all  matters  submitted  from  their 
respective  companies  and  urgently  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  that 
body  as  of  vital  importance  to  their  proper  maintenance  and  efficiency. 

"  That  the  Common  Council  have  for  the  past  six  months  almost 
exclusively  legislated  for  only  one  branch  of  the  fire  department,  namely 
the  steam  fire  engine  and  its  paraphernalia,  and  have  been  most  lavish  in 
their  outlay  for  its  greatly  defective  organization  ;  that  while  this  costly 
experiment,  which  facts  and  figures  quoted  will  not  fail  to  demonstrate 
will  far  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty-thousand  dollars  for  the  first  year,  and 
has  proved  an  entire  abortion  for  all  reliable  and  practical  purposes, 
owing  to  the  enormous  weight  of  the  apparatus,  and  the  great  complica- 
tion of  its  machinery,  '  the  hand  fire  companies  '  have  continued  to  per- 
form the  duties  devolving  on  them,  and  greatly  beyond  their  expecta- 
tions, with  the  much  crippled  means  at  their  command,  have  succeeded 
in  preventing  large  conflagrations. 

"  That  your  memorialists  would  remind  the  Common  Council,  that 
they  quietly  abided  by  the  arbitrary  action  of  the  body  in  creating  the  office 
of  '  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,'  notwithstanding  the  well  known 
objections  of  a  large  majority  of  active  firemen  ;  and  in  the  abrupt  dis- 
banding of  six  companies,  upon  fair  promises  from  the  members  of  the 
Council  that  the  appropriation  allowed  those  companies  would  be 
expended  in  perfecting  the  organization  of  the  remainder,  and  that  all 
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suggestions  emanating  from  the  'Chief  to  that  end  would  meet  with 
their  approval  and  prompt  action  : — nay,  more,  that  the  officers  of  the 
department,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  'Chief  and  in  a  spirit  of  mutual 
understanding,  have  cooperated  with  them  in  framing  '  rules  for  better 
government  of  the  fire  department.' 

"  That  while  their  several  companies  have  for  the  past  year,  as  will 
appear  by  the  subjoined  statements,  paid  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the 
annual  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dollars  allowed  by  the  city,  in 
order  to  comply  faithfully  with  the  fire  ordinance  Number  6460,  and  out 
of  a  just  sense  of  honorable  rivalry  in  their  efforts  for  the  '  public  weal,' 
particularly  in  ordering  suitable  fire  apparatus  from  the  North,  toward 
which  the  corporation  only  allows  nine  hundred  dollars  to  each  company 
every  third  year — a  sum  inadequate  to  cover  the  cost  of  an  ordinary  fire 
engine  by  at  least  one-third — the  Common  Council  have  systematically 
evaded,  by  a  useless  reference  from  one  committee  to  another,  or  from 
one  board  to  the  other,  to  recognize  the  city's  proportion  of  debts  con- 
tracted in  good  faith  for  that  purpose,  previous  to  the  repeal  of  article 
9th  of  the  fire  ordinance  relating  to  the  same. 

"  Your  memorialists  could  dwell  still  more  at  length  on  the  yet 
numerous  grievances  of  the  department — at  the  long  delayed  repairs  to 
engine  houses — the  non-delivery  of  the  limited  annual  supply  of  hose, 
(of  which  the  department  is  precariously  deficient  at  present) — the  build- 
ing of  suitable  houses  for  some  of  our  most  deserving  companies — the 
greatly  inefficient  supply  of  water — the  gross  mismanagement  of  the  fire 
alarm  bells — the  non-attendance  of  the  police  at  fires — the  non-payment 
of  nearly  two  quarters  of  the  annual  appropriation,  which,  by  the  by, 
your  memorialists  suggest  the  Common  Council  should  have  ordained  in 
the  same  manner  that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  city  were  pro- 
vided for — for  your  memorialists  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  account  why  a 
difference  should  be  made  to  their  prejudice,  it  being  well  understood  by 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  the  punctual  payments  of  the  quarterly 
appropriations  is  depended  upon  for  supplies  of  rigid  necessity,  and  for 
which  the  officers  of  the  companies  have  made  cash  advances  or  are  held 
personally  responsible — but  they  deem  a  mere  allusion  to  them  sufficient, 
being  fully  convinced  of  the  entire  hopelessness  of  further  remonstrances 
to  the  Council  on  that  score. 


io6 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


"  This  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  so  far  as  it  concerns  your 
memorialists,  they  are  one  and  all,  after  mature  deliberation,  unflinch- 
ingly determined  to  have  amended,  even  at  the  alternative  of  dissolving 
a  volunteer  organization,  which  many  among  them  have  most  unceasingly 
toiled  for  years  past  to  sustain,  under  most  discouraging  circumstances, 
and  which  they  are  ready  to  prove  is  the  most  economical  and  reliable 
for  our  locality  ;  and  to  effect  that  object  require  the  following  material 
guarantees  of  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future,  as  a  sine 
qua  11011  to  the  maintenance  of  the  present  fire  department  : — 

"  An  annual  appropriation,  payable  quarterly,  of  $1200  to  each  com- 
pany, for  the  purpose  of  defraying  its  necessary  expenses  ; 

"  An  annual  supply  in  the  month  of  January  to  each  engine  com- 
pany of  three  hundred  feet  of  new  forcing  hose,  and  to  any  company  (at 
present  requiring  the  same)  a  quantity  sufficient  to  make  up  a  comple- 
ment of  five  hundred  feet  of  hose,  in  compliance  with  article  8  of  the  ordi- 
nance now  in  force  ; 

"  Provision  for  a  suitable  engine  house  for  any  company  now  without 
the  same,  and  the  immediate  and  thorough  repair  of  all  engine  houses 
requiring  same  now  and  hereafter  ; 

"  A  liberal  appropriation  for  fire  alarm  bells  and  belfries,  including 
the  immediate  erection  of  a  suitable  watch  tower  and  alarm  bell  at  some 
central  point  of  the  city  ; 

"  The  exclusive  control  by  the  fire  department  of  all  fire  alarm  bells 
and  belfries,  and  of  the  parties  having  charge  of  the  same  ; 

"  An  appropriation  to  each  engine  company  every  fourth  year  of 
$1200  for  the  purchase  of  a  new  fire  engine  and  three  hundred  dollars  for 
a  new  tender  ; 

"  An  appropriation  to  each  hook  and  ladder  company  every  fourth 
year  of  $1000  for  a  new  truck  ; 

"  The  payment  by  the  city  of  all  debts  contracted  for  the  building  of 
new  engines  in  accordance  with  article  9th  of  the  fire  ordinance  previous 
to  its  repeal  ; 

"  The  reimbursement  by  the  city  of  all  amounts  paid  by  any  company 
for  rent  of  engine  house  since  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  now  in  force 
(Feb.  12,  1853.) 
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"  The  disbanding  of  none  of  the  undermentioned  incorporated  fire 
companies,  except  for  positive  violation  of  the  laws  governing  the  fire 
department  ; 

"  The  annual  election,  by  the  fire  department  at  large,  of  one  Chief 
and  Assistants  with  full  and  explicit  power  to  carry  out  the  ordinances 
relating  to  the  department  ; 

"  A  fire  ordinance,  embodying  the  foregoing,  to  remain  in  force  for 
the  space  of  five  years  from  its  promulgation. 

"  Finally,  your  memorialists,  relying  on  the  well-known  disposition  of 
your  Honor  to  promote  all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  our  com- 
munity, respectfully  request  that  you  will  make  this  memorial  the  basis  of 
a  special  message  to  the  Common  Council,  and  in  conclusion  would  say 
that  they  require  from  that  body  an  action  upon  their  memorial  of  a 
definite  character,  in  order  that  those  whom  they  represent  may  be  ad- 
vised of  the  same  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December,  1855  ;  and  your 
memorialists  would  further  assure  you,  and  through  you  the  representa- 
tives of  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  that  unless  such  measures  are  taken 
by  the  Common  Council  as  the  urgency  of  their  wants  demands,  and  as 
they  have  herein  designated,  they  will  at  once  proceed  to  deliver  their 
apparatus  to  the  proper  authorities,  subject,  however,  to  all  legal  claims 
justly  held  against  them." 

The  calm  determination  evinced  in  this  protest,  and  the  bearing  of 
the  officers  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  (William  Salomon 
now  being  President,  and  R.  L.  Robertson  Secretary),  during  the 
negotiations  that  occupied  the  ensuing  two  or  three  weeks,  must  have 
satisfied  the  authorities  that  the  firemen  were  in  earnest.  Doubtless  they 
so  understood  it  ;  but  there  was  underlying  all  this  course  of  oppression 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  a  secret  willingness  that  the  department 
should  be  disbanded  as  the  firemen  had  threatened.  They  felt  that  the 
time  had  come  for  the  establishment  of  a  paid  department,  with  all  its 
patronage,  and  they  were  encouraged  by  the  representatives  of  the  insur- 
ance underwriters  to  persist  in  a  course  that  would  turn  over  to  the 
Council  and  the  Underwriters  the  management  of  a  department  concern- 
ing which  they  had  felt  some  jealousy  in  the  past.  Consequently,  al- 
though the  City  Council  went  through  the  motions  of  offering  certain 
concessions  to  the  firemen,  these  were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  were 
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scornfully  rejected,  and  the  members  prepared  to  carry  into  execution 
their  threats  of  disbandment. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  delegates  was  held  on  November  20th,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  action  then  taken,  the  several  Fire  Companies  were 
requested  to  meet,  in  full  uniform,  at  1 1  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning, 
December  1st,  on  Canal  Street,  thence  to  proceed  through  Camp  Street 
to  Lafayette  Square  and  surrender  to  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  the  appara- 
tus in  their  possession  belonging  to  the  city.  The  following  account  of 
this  remarkable  demonstration  was  given  in  the  papers  of  the  time  : — 

"  It  was  an  unusual  and  extraordinary  spectacle,  and  swallowed  up  all  minor  excitements. 
Throughout  the  day  scarcely  anything  was  talked  of  or  thought  of,  save  the  unhappy  condition  of 
things  that  impelled  this  gallant  band  to  such  a  course,  after  having  bravely  stood  by  the  city  for  so 
many  years.  The  affair  partook  in  some  sort  of  the  character  of  a  gala,  as  they  turned  out  in  full 
uniform,  and  the  day  being  bright  and  pleasant  all  the  town  was  out  to  see  them. 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  record  the  great  event  as  having  taken  place  without  any  of  the  noisy 
excitement  or  turbulence  that  many  people  apprehended.  Everything  was  conducted  with  a  dignity 
and  decorum  befitting  the  nature  of  the  occasion  ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  future  judgment  upon  the 
merits  of  the  act,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  manner  in  which  the  act  was  performed  can  always  be  re- 
verted to  without  shame.  There  were,  of  course,  abundant  manifestations  of  the  sentiment  that 
actuated  the  firemen  ;  but  they  were  altogether  of  a  quiet  kind,  and  on  that  account  the  more  impressive. 

"  During  the  forenoon  the  firemen  assembled  with  their  machines  in  Canal  Street  and  prepared 
for  a  formal  march  to  Lafayette  Square,  where  the  apparatus  was  to  be  surrendered  to  the  Mayor. 
At  1  o'clock  the  march  commenced.  Twenty-four  engines  and  hose  companies  and  four  hook  and 
ladder  companies  filed  slowly  up  Camp  Street  to  no  other  music  than  the  solemn  tolling  of  Louisiana 
Hose  Company's  bell — without  banners,  every  man  with  his  hat  reversed  and  belt  inverted,  and  a  bit 
of  crape  fluttering  from  an  engine  or  hose  carriage  here  and  there.  We  did  not  see  all  that  was 
painted  on  the  different  machines  for  this  particular  occasion  ;  but  on  the  front  panels  of  Engine  No. 
13  we  noticed  this : — 'Organized  1837 — Bursted  1855';  and  over  the  splendid  truck  of  Hope  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  the  sign,  '  Justice  is  Our  Wish.' 

"  Arrived  at  the  Lafayette  Square,  the  procession  entered  and  rested  their  apparatus  around  the 
walks.  The  foremen  of  the  different  companies  then  repaired  to  the  reception  room  in  the  City  Hall, 
and,  through  Mr.  Salomon,  formally  tendered  to  the  Mayor  the  property  in  their  possession  belonging 
to  the  City.  Mr.  Salomon  stated,  among  other  things,  that  the  companies  would  continue  their  differ- 
ent organizations,  but  would  not  be  active  firemen  henceforth  ;  also  that  the  department  designed  set- 
ting before  the  public,  at  an  early  period,  a  full  explanation  and  vindication  of  their  course.  To  the 
address  of  Mr.  Salomon,  the  Mayor  responded  in  a  brief  and  appropriate  manner.  He  regretted  that 
such  a  sorry  state  of  affairs  had  come  to  pass  ;  explained  his  reasons  for  approving  the  new  ordinance  ; 
hoped  that  in  the  event  of  a  fire  before  the  organization  of  a  new  department  the  seceding  firemen 
would  not  refuse  to  lend  a  helping  hand  ;  and  concluded  with  a  very  proper  and  handsome  tribute  to 
their  past  services. 

"  This  being  made  known  in  the  Square,  the  firemen  bade  a  last  farewell  to  their  machines,  leav- 
ing them  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wingfield,  the  Fire  Chief,  and  Officer  Dan  Busby,  the  guardian  of  the 
Square.  Several  companies  had  bands  of  music  in  waiting,  and  marched  off  to  lively  airs  ;  one  band, 
however,  playing  the  not  very  lively  but  very  appropriate  air  of  '  Love  Not  ' ;  and  then,  for  the  first 
time  in  its  existence  as  a  metropolis,  New  Orleans  stood  without  an  organized  fire  department. 
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"  Subsequently,  an  act  was  performed  which  arrested  the  attention  of  a  large  crowd  of  people, 
and  imparted  sad  feelings  to  those  who  entertained  any  reverence  for  old  city  features.  We  allude 
to  the  dethronement  of  the  wooden  fireman  who,  for  fifteen  years,  with  arm  extended  and  trumpet  to 
mouth,  has  defied  the  gales  from  the  cupola  of  Columbia  Engine  House,  on  Girod  Street.  After 
unfastening  his  feet,  a  rope  was  passed  around  his  waist,  and  he  was  let  down  as  carefully  and 
respectfully  as  if  he  had  been  a  real  flesh-and -blood  veteran  of  the  fire-wars.  For  the  first  time  in 
his  life  he  was  housed,  shut  up  in  a  dark  and  silent  room  ;  and  there  he  still  extends  his  arm  and 
poises  his  trumpet  — a  fit  type  of  the  immovable  purpose  that  led  to  his  dethronement.  The  adja- 
cent hook  and  ladder  house  had  its  sign  painted  out,  and  over  it  painted  the  word,  "  Bursted." 

"  During'  the  afternoon,  the  various  machines  were  hauled  from  the  Square  to  the  places  desig- 
nated by  the  Mayor  ;  large  crowds  of  spectators  still  hanging  around,  absorbed  by  the  extraordinary 
nature  of  the  occasion.  In  the  evening  the  Mayor  issued  a  proclamation,  calling  upon  all  good  citizens 
to  rally  to  the  rescue,  in  the  event  of  a  calamity  by  fire,  and  advertising  the  localities  of  the  different 
engines  and  other  apparatus. 

"  Many  of  the  firemen  made  a  holiday  of  it,  keeping  their  equipments  on  till  night ;  and  at  night 
or  rather  at  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning,  the  last  gleam  of  the  red  jackets  were  seen  at  Armory 
Hall,  where  Philadelphia  Fire  Company  No.  14  gave  a  ball. 

"  We  learn  from  Mr.  Wingfield  that  the  enrollment  of  firemen  under  the  pay  system  will  be  pro- 
gressed with  to-day,  sufficiently  far  to  insure  the  city  against  calamity  ;  and  that  the  Young  America 
[this  was  the  single  steam  engine  of  the  department]  not  being  a  secessionist,  and  being  kept  in  special 
readiness,  may  be  expected  to  do  her  share  in  any  emergency  that  may  arise  within  her  reach.  We 
are  also  informed  that  many  of  the  companies,  feeling  satisfied  that  they  have  vindicated  themselves 
from  what  they  believe  to  be  unjust  treatment,  are  now  ready  and  prepared  to  give  their  best  exertions 
for  the  protection  of  the  city,  in  case  of  any  fires  before  the  new  organization  goes  into  effect.  As 
firemen,  they  have  ceased  to  exist ;  but  as  good  citizens  they  tender  their  experience  and  knowledge 
for  the  protection  of  the  city. 

This,  it  was  supposed,  was  the  last  appearance  of  the  old  Volunteer 
organization.  The  Underwriters  and  the  City  Council  had  apparently 
won  the  fight,  and  the  fire  service  of  the  city  was  understood  thereafter 
to  remain  in  their  hands.  Enlistments  under  the  new  ordinance  provid- 
ing for  paid  firemen  had  gone  on  with  some  success  under  Chief  Engi- 
neer Wingfield,  who  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  "Jack"  Adams  and 
John  Youenes,  two  worthy  gentlemen  to  whom  the  Underwriters  had 
delegated  the  supervision  of  the  details  of  the  new  service.  But,  like 
the  policeman  in  the  song,  their  "lot  was  not  a  happy  one,'1  as  may 
readily  be  imagined  by  anyone  at  all  familiar  with  the  value  of  organiza- 
tion and  proper  control  in  such  work  as  firemen  are  called  upon  to  do. 
Naturally  the  amateur  firemen  were  very  awkward  at  their  work.  The 
engines  no  longer  swung  out  into  the  street  promptly  at  the  sounding  of 
the  alarm  ;  their  advance  over  the  difficult  thoroughfares  of  the  city  of 
that  day  (which  were  very  much  like  what  can  be  seen  in  Algiers  to-day) 
lacked  all  the  vim  which  the  old  men  had  learned  by  long  practice  and 
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close  association  together  to  impart  to  their  machines  ;  in  some  cases, 
the  engines  became  helplessly  stalled  on'  the  road  and  never  reached  the 
fire  at  all.  Even  when  the  watchmen  of  the  city  were  ordered  out  to  get 
the  engines  to  the  fires,  the  same  result  ensued.  And  at  the  scene  of 
the  fire  itself,  everything  was  helter-skelter,  as  in  the  earlier  days  before 
the.  department  was  organized  and  drilled.  Notwithstanding  the  skill 
and  knowledge  of  Wingfield  and  his  assistants,  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  make  headway  with  a  lot  of  undrilled  hirelings,  picked  up  at 
short  notice.  The  disbanded  firemen,  while  some  of  them  did  lay  aside 
their  resentment  and  lend  a  hand,  as  a  rule  did  not  feel  it  to  be  their  duty 
or  policy  to  make  the  situation  any  easier  for  the  greenhorns  who  had  so 
rashly  taken  their  places,  supposing  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  call 
one's  self  a  fireman  and  put  on  a  fire  cap  in  order  to  know  it  all.  There 
was  plenty  of  opportunity  for  the  old-timers  to  make  fun  of  the  new  men, 
and  they  did  not  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  standing  by  and  jeering  as 
the  awkward  fellows  fell  into  difficulties,  running  their  engines  against 
obstacles,  having  no  end  of  trouble  with  the  mechanical  parts,  and  failing 
utterly  to  get  a  head  of  water  on,  while  the  fire  got  away  from  them  and 
tauo-ht  them  that  there  was  a  sfood  deal  in  the  business  to  be  learned 
which  could  not  be  picked  up  over  night  on  the  dictum  of  a  City  Council. 
It  would  have  been  surprising  if,  under  these  circumstances,  there  had 
been  no  collisions  between  the  old  men  and  the  new.  Human  nature 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  stand  the  strain,  and  the  amateurs  were 
not  infrequently  provoked  into  attempts  to  show  that  if  they  could  not 
put  out  a  fire  they  could  at  least  drop  the  hose  for  a  row,  and  now  and 
then  a  fire  would  result  in  a  free  fi°kt.  Moreover,  the  fire  record  got 
to  be  a  rather  appalling  one,  and  even  a  good  Chief  Engineer,  assisted 
as  he  was  by  such  a  motley  array  of  unorganized  incompetents,  could  not 
make  a  good  showing. 

Meantime,  the  authorities  had  gone  on  with  their  plans  for  the 
formal  transfer  of  the  fire  service  to  the  control  of  the  Underwriters. 
The  ordinance,  drawn  up  by  E.  H.  Durell,  of  the  City  Council,  provided 
for  the  sale  of  a  contract  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  for  the  succeed- 
ing five  years;  and  as  the  Underwriters  had  made  their  preparations  to 
bid  in  such  a  contract,  it  was  expected  that  this  would  wind  up  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.     An  adjudication  of  such 
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a  contract  was  actually  made,  on  December  4,  1855,  and  the  bid  of  John 
Adams  and  John  Youenes,  representing  the  Underwriters,  of  $100,000 
per  annum,  was  accepted  by  the  Comptroller.  But  when,  on  Dec.  5th, 
the  adjudication  came  up  before  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  for 
approval,  the  sureties  offered  by  the  successful  bidders  were  rejected,  and 
a  new  adjudication  of  the  contract  was  ordered.  It  was  bluntly  charged  in 
this  meeting  that  the  adjudication  of  the  contract  to  the  parties  named 
was  a  prearranged  affair,  by  which  the  city  would  be  a  loser,  and  that  the 
same  service  for  which  the  contractors  would  charge  $100,000  could  be 
secured  for  $85,000  per  annum.  There  was  a  hot  fight  in  the  Council, 
which  was  notable  as  being  the  first  determined  attempt  to  secure  a  paid 
system  for  the  city. 

About  this  time  the  old  Volunteer  Firemen  published  a  long  address 
to  their  fellow-citizens,  stating  clearly  and  at  length  the  causes  that  had 
led  to  their  action,  which  they  fully  justified.  They  laid  much  stress  on 
the  inadequacy  of  their  equipment  as  furnished  by  the  city.  "The  gov- 
ernment or  the  general  who  would  send  an  army  to  the  battlefield,  in- 
efficiently armed,  against  an  enemy  proverbial  for  his  prowess,  would  be  as 
certain  of  defeat  as  he  would  be  deserving  of  censure  ;  and  the  municipal 
body  that  would  expect  from  a  volunteer  organization  the  successful  com- 
batting of  the  most  dangerous  enemy  known  to  man,  while  neglecting  to 
place  in  its  hands  the  necessary  weapons  to  battle  with,  cannot  fail  to 
receive,  even  by  ingenious  legislation,  a  full  share  of  popular  execration." 
It  was  pointed  out  that  the  refusal  of  the  Council  to  take  any  measures 
to  confer  with  the  firemen  as  to  the  disputed  points,  showed  that  they 
had  determined  to  force  the  dispute  to  an  issue  that  would  leave  the 
Council  free  to  introduce  a  paid  department — and  the  patronage  thereof. 
The  address  concluded  as  follows  : — "  the  Council,  unmindful  of  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  foregoing  address,  although  attention  has  been  frequently 
called  to  them,  obstinately  adheres  to  the  mistakes  made,  in  endeavoring 
to  create  a  paid  Department  and  stubbornly  determines  to  carry  out  the 
experiment,  let  it  cost  the  city  even  twice  as  much  as  the  volunteer  system. 
In  compliance  with  the  ordinance  the  contract  was  sold,  and  was  purchased 
by  two  competent  and  experienced  gentlemen,  who  have  thoroughly  and 
carefully  calculated  what  an  efficient  Department  could  be  conducted  for 
under  the  complicated  ordinance — their  bid  was  one  hundred  thousand 
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dollars.  Now  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  this  bid  would  have  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Council — for  as  it  was  a  well-known  fact,  that  the  ordi- 
nance was  got  up  for  certain  special  parties,  and  that  the  gentlemen  who 
made  the  bid  were  to  be  merely  the  representatives  of  these  parties,  such 
a  presumption  was  reasonable.  But  the  bid  was  not  confirmed,  for  it 
appears  that  the  high  contracting  parties  had  not  contracted  at  all,  and 
that  the  Council,  in  its  eagerness  to  rush  this  matter  through,  had  taken 
the  favorably  expressed  opinions  of  a  few  members  as  the  official  action 
of  the  Board,  and  that  accordingly,  by  its  own  admission,  had  sold  itself 
along  with  the  contract. 

"  The  volunteer  firemen  can  furnish  a  force  of  fifteen  hundred  mefi 
and  twenty-three  companies,  for  an  annual  appropriation  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

"  The  Council  is  anxious  to  organize  a  department  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  with  seventeen  companies  for  about  $85,000.  .  .  .  The  com- 
mittee have  thus,  as  briefly  as  they  could,  summed  up  the  evidence  in  the 
case ;  they  have  no  fear  in  submitting  it  to  a  jury  of  the  people,  and 
awaiting  a  verdict.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  Department  will  endeavor  to 
preserve  so  much  of  their  organization  as  will  enable  them  to  continue 
the  existence  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  The  Council,  by 
its  rash  and  uncalled  for  legislation,  has  imperiled  the  existence  of  the 
Association  ;  but  the  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  deceased 
brethren  demand  from  us  every  effort  in  our  power  to  rescue  our  useful 
and  time-honored  institution  from  destruction. 

Alfred  Belanger. 

J.  Benj.  Chandler. 

David  Adams. 

"  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Convention  of  the  Fire  Department. 
New  Orleans,  12th  December,  1855." 

During  all  this  time,  there  was  one  element  which  had  not  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  enemies  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  and  that  was 
the  public  spirit  and  resources  of  the  Association.  The  enthusiasm  and 
practical  sagacity  of  Isaac  N.  Marks,  who  had  just  been  recalled  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Association  after  an  interval  of  several  years,  detected 
in  the  situation  as  then  developed  an  opportunity  for  the  Association  to 
turn  the  tables  in  its  own  favor.    Acting  on  his  advice,  the  Association 
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made  secret  preparations  to  step  in  and  take  the  contract  when  it  should 
be  put  up  for  further  bidding,  and  thus  defeat  the  Underwriters  and  the 
Council  by  the  very  means  that  had  been  devised  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  Association.  So  well  had  the  secret  been  kept  that,  when  the  bids 
were  opened,  and  the  Underwriters  confidently  expected  that  their 
renewed  bid  would  take  the  contract,  there  was  universal  astonishment 
when  it  was  found  that  the  F.  C.  A.  had  heavily  underbid  their  competi- 
tors and  had  secured  the  contract  at  the  figure  of  $70,000  per  annum, 
and  offered  a  further  $70,000  for  the  apparatus  belonging  to  the  city. 
This  adjudication  was  made  by  the  Comptroller  on  December  15th,  and 
it  was  promptly  confirmed  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  both  branches  of  the 
City  Council  at  a  special  meeting  held  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 

And  so  it  happened  that  the  control  of  the  fire  department  of  the  city 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  and 
remained  therefor  thirty-six  long  and  honorable  years,  during  which  they 
were  to  manifest  their  integrity  and  efficiency  in  peace  and  in  war,  in 
prosperous  and  in  troublous  times,  when  the  sun  of  heaven  smiled  on 
their  anniversaries  and  festivities,  and  when  the  dark  cloud  of  pestilence 
darkened  the  light  of  nature  or  the  tragic  death  of  brave  men  at  the  post 
of  duty  turned  the  steps  of  their  sorrowing  comrades  towards  the  portals 
of  the  firemen's  city  of  the  dead. 

It  is  due  to  the  men  who  stood  by  their  Association  at  this  time  by 
becoming  their  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  contract,  that 
their  names  should  be  here  preserved.  The  bondsmen  offered  were  as 
follows  : — 

$5,000 — Fassman  &  Yancey  ;  Barnes,  Stanley  &  Co.  ;  $4,000 — 
George  Allan  ;  $2,500 — G.  S.  Hawkins;  $1,500 — James  Robb. 

$1,000 — James  E.  Caldwell,  D.  Urquhart,  J.  M.  Wisdom,  John  M. 
Bull,  J.  McLanathan,  John  Davis,  J.  W.  Carroll,  W.  G.  Robinson,  E.  J. 
Hart,  Isaac  N.  Marks,  W.  N.  Mercer. 

$500— L.  H.  Place,  H.  L.  Goodrich,  Henry  Bier,  Alfred  Moulton, 
J.  O.  Xixon,  A.  H.  May,  W.  C.  Raymond,  G.  W.  Shaw  &  Co.,  George 
Clark,  Rufus  Mcllheney,  James  Cosgrove,  G.  A.  Fosdick,  Martin  Lotez, 
P.  Riviere,  F.  A.  Boyle  &  Co.,  Josiah  Cole,  P.  Conniff,  C.  H.  Noble,  J. 
L.  Warner,  G.  W.  Hynson,  C.  C.  Gaines,  Thomas  Askew. 

Now,  for  the  first  time,  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  came 
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within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  city  fire  ordinance — a  new  ordinance  having 
been  prepared  and  passed  on  December  8th — and  the  process  of  adapting 
its  constitution  to  the  new  undertaking  of  a  working  fire  department  was 
quickly  gone  through  with.  To  supervise  the  details  of  the  contract  with 
the  city  and  to  represent  the  Association  in  its  operation  of  the  service 
of  the  engine  companies,  a  Board  of  Commissioners  was  established  by 
the  Association.  These  officers  for  the  first  year,  elected  on  December 
17th,  were:  Isaac  N.  Marks,  Chairman  ;  C.  D.  Yancey,  J.  J.  Lugenbuhl, 
H.  L.  Goodrich,  and  C.  de  Choiseul.  As  the  fire  ordinance  required 
among  other  things  the  selection  of  a  Chief  Engineer,  the  delegates  on 
the  2 1  st  of  December  chose  the  first  Chief  to  represent  the  F.  C.  A.  in 
the  person  of  Alfred  Belanger,  with  John  F.  Gruber  and  David  Bradbury 
— both  destined  to  become  Chief  Engineers  in  later  times — as  his  First 
and  Second  Assistant  respectively.  In  other  respects  the  organization  of 
the  Association  remained  practically  unchanged  from  the  form  it  origin- 
ally took  when  organized  in  1834,  and  as  it  continued  to  the  end.  The 
fire  companies  were  represented  in  the  F.  C.  A.  by  delegates.  A  Board 
of  Directors  managed  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Association,  controlling 
everything  but  the  management  of  the  fire  contract.  Under  their  direc- 
tion the  officers  and  standing  committees  discharged  their  respective 
duties.  A  finance  committee  attended  to  the  finances  of  the  Association, 
except  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  funds  by  the  treasurer,  made  invest- 
ments, audited  accounts,  and  made  recommendations  as  to  the  general 
financial  management.  A  Cemetery  Committee  looked  after  the  ceme- 
tery property.  A  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Committee  disbursed  the  benev- 
olences of  the  Association,  excepting  those  for  the  relief  of  members, 
which  were  administered  by  General  Relief  Committee.  When  to  these 
there  was  added  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  manage  the  fire  contract, 
the  Association  was  equipped  for  activity  as  a  formal  City  Department  as 
well  as  a  great  charity,  and  its  accomplishments  in  both  these  fields  con- 
stitute one  of  the  noblest  chapters  in  the  history  of  the  City  of  New 
Orleans. 


CHAPTER  V. 


THE  VOLUNTEER  COMPANIES. 

Organization  of  Volunteer  No.  i — Its  Early  History  and  Nicknames 
— Mississippi  No.  2  ;  Its  Origin  at  a  Fire — Old  "  Brass-Back  " — 
Lafayette  and  Vigilant  No.  3 — Washington  No.  4— CoLLAiiua  No. 
5 — Mechanics  No.  6 — Eagle  N<>.  7;  How  it  Won  its  Name — Phoenix 
No.  8 — Creole  No.  9 — Louisiana  No.  10 — Perseverance  No.  13 — Phil- 
adelphia No.  14— Jefferson  No.  15 — Red  Royer  No  16 — James 
Gulick  No.  17 — Jackson  No.  18 — Protection  No.  19 — Washington 
No.  20 — Orleans  No.  21 — Jefferson  No.  22 — Chai.mette  No.  23 — 
Crescent  No.  24 — The  First  Truck  Companies — Milneburg  and 
Stockton  No.  i — Fifth  District  Companies — Sixth  District  Com- 
panies— Seyenth  District  Companies. 

IAVING  seen  the  Volunteer  Department  formed  and  developed 
from  small  beginnings  to  large  proportions  ;  and  having  watched 
the  organization  and  expansion  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association,  from  its  humble  beginning  as  a  mutual  benevolent 
association  until  it  assumed  its  immense  importance  as  the  administrator 
of  a  great  city  department  ;  it  will  now  be  expedient  to  pause  in  the 
chronological  story,  to  briefly  note  the  successive  organization  of  the 
various  engine  companies  constituting  the  department.  These  compa- 
nies will' be  referred  to  constantly  as  the  story  proceeds,  and  their  identity 
and  origin  must  be  fixed  in  the  record.  The  first  company  to  be  organ- 
ized, as  has  already  been  stated  and  as  its  name  and  number  imply,  was 

Volunteer  No.  i. 

Motto:  "  Be  Just  and  Fear  Not." 

This  company  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1829.  The  record 
does  not  show  the   exact   date,    but  the   first   regular  meeting  after 
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the  organization  was  effected  was  held  on  April  19th  of  that  year, 
the  minutes  showing  the  attendance  of  twenty-four  members.  The 
original  officers  were:  Henri  Buckman,  Foreman;  Hiram  Houghton, 
Assistant  Foreman  ;  L.  U.  Gaiennie,  Secretary;  A.  Hendrickson,  Treas- 
urer ;  S.  Short,  Steward.  The  uniform  of  the  company,  adopted  April 
25th,  was  made  of  cluck  linen.  Although  the  name,  "  Volunteer,"  was 
adopted  at  the  outset,  the  company  was  for  many  years  known  by  one  of 
those  nicknames  with  which  the  public,  in  affectionate  lionizing  of  the 
firemen,  are  prone  to  dub  them.  The  New  Orleans  Cotton  Press  hap- 
hened  to  be  the  scene  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  company,  and  the  name 
of  "Cotton  Press  No.  1,"  was  immediately  applied  to  the  organization  ; 
and  although  the  pertinency  of  the  name  would  seem  to  have  disappeared 
when,  a  month  later  (May  30,  1829),  the  company  moved  into  a  house  of 
its  own  near  the  site  of  the  present  house,  "  Cotton  Press"  it  remained  in 
popular  usage  for  several  years.  The  name  of  "  Volunteer "  was  laid 
aside  for  a  short  time  in.  1834,  when,  by  a  new  constitution  adopted  on 
April  27th  of  that  year,  the  name  of  "Columbia"  was  taken.  This 
name  was  suggested  by  a  painting  representing  the  landing  of  Columbus 
which  adorned  the  side  of  the  engine,  and  which  had  already  added 
the  sobriquet  of  "Columbia"  to  the  designations  in  popular  use 
for  No.  1,  and  for  a  time  "  Volunteer,"  "  Cotton  Press,"  and  "Columbia" 
seem  to  have  been  used  indifferently.  But  shortly  after  this,  the  mem- 
bership of  the  organization  becoming  unwieldy — the  members  exceeding 
fifty  in  number — a  portion  of  them  withdrew  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a  new  company.  This  new  company,  formed  just  in  time  to  take 
part  in  the  Lafayette  funeral  parade  of  1834,  assumed  the  name  of  Col- 
umbia No.  5,  and  the  old  company  resumed  the  original  name  of  Vol- 
unteer. 

The  first  occasion  of  distinguished  service  by  No.  1  was  at  a  fire 
occurring  on  the  night  of  January  12,  1830,  in  the  cotton  press  of  Messrs. 
Hart  (the  minutes  say  the  press  belonged  to  W.  N.  Shiff )  at  the  corner  of 
Common  and  St.  Charles  Streets,  opposite  the  St.  Charles  Hotel.  The 
advantage  of  using  horses  for  drawing  the  engines  to  fires  was  appreci- 
ated in  New  Orleans  long  before  it  became  common  elsewhere,  and  the 
introduction  of  this  power  dated  from  the  very  early  days.  It  is  on 
record  that  horses  were  used  for  the  engines  in  the  Lafayette  funeral  par- 
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ade  of  the  department  ;  and  their  use  for  fire  duty  antedated  that.  The 
records  show  it  as  a  common  custom  to  offer  rewards  for  horse  power 
when  a  fire  broke  out.  The  companies  did  not  then  own  their  own 
horses,  and  No.  i  had  a  standing-  offer  of  a  reward  of  two  dollars  to  the 
citizen  who,  on  an  alarm  of  fire,  should  first  reach  the  engine  house  with 
a  horse.  How  early  in  the  history  of  the  company  this  was,  appears 
from  the  fact  that,  when  No.  2  was  organized,  only  a  few  months  after 
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Xo.  1,  the  reward  was  increased  by  a  further  sum  of  one  dollar  to  the 
owner  of  the  horse  which  should  pass  the  rival  company  on  the  way  to 
the  fire,  the  element  of  competition  coming  in  promptly  with  the  forma- 
tion of  the  second  company. 

It  appears  from  sundry  records  of  No.  1  that,  until  there  had  been 
some  accumulation  of  funds  from  dues,  fees,  city  appropriations,  etc., 
individual  members  contributed  materially  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
company.  In  the  minutes  to  the  City  Council  we  find  recorded  January 
16,  1830,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Henri  Buckman  for  procuring  and  keeping 
the  engine  of  No.  i  at  his  own  expense.  Mr.  Buckman  was  not  only  the 
first  foreman  of  the  first  company  organized,  but  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  original  officers  of  the  company,  the  others 
having  been  from  time  to  time  laid  away  with  appropriate  ceremonies  by 
their  comrades.  Thus,  in  more  senses  than  one,  he  came  to  be  regarded 
as  the  Father  of  the  Department,  and  the  resolution  just  referred  to 
abundantly  attests  the  large  and  liberal  spirit  in  which  he  assumed  the 
duties  of  a  fireman  and  with  which  he  inspired  his  like-minded  comrades. 

The  part  taken  by  No.  1,  in  conjunction  with  No.  2,  in  the  crisis  in 
1833  which  led  to  the  formation  in  1834  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association,  has  been  referred  to.    These  older  companies,  too,  were  in- 
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strumental  in  managing  the  participation  of  the  fire  department  in  the 
Lafayette  obsequies,  in  1834,  which  was  the  occasion  of  the  first  public 
appearance  of  the  department  as  a  feature  in  a  civic  parade.  In  1837  No. 
1  came  to  the  front  as  the  victor  in  the  first  public  trial  of  engines,  in 
which  it  threw  water  over  the  Second  Muncipality  Hall,  and  over  the 
upper  column  of  Parson  Parker's  church.  For  several  years  prior  to 
1S39,  the  company  had  kept  an  open  account  with  a  convenient  coffee 
house,  whither  the  members  were  accustomed  to  repair  after  a  parade  or 
afire,  to  devote  some  time  to  refreshing  the  inner  man  after  the  fatigues 
of  the  day  or  night,  and  to  discuss  the  victories  and  defeats.  But  a  few 
years'  experience  of  these  facilities  developed  some  inconveniences  which 
led  the  company,  by  a  resolution  adopted  January  26,  1839,  to  discontinue 
the  custom. 

As  the  first  parade  of  the  department  was  at  the  Lafayette  funeral 
memorial,  so  the  custom  of  an  annual  parade  soon  took  its  place  among 
the  events  of  the  year.  Just  when  these  began  is  not  settled,  but  the  rec- 
ords of  No.  1  establish  the  custom  as  having  existed  for  over  half  a  cen- 
tury, the  first  reference  to  it  being  in  a  resolution  adopted  February  23, 
1840,  ordering  new  uniforms  for  the  approaching  Fourth  of  March  parade. 
These  uniforms  consisted  of  brown  duck  coats,  blue  and  white  cottonade 
pants  and  fire  caps. 

By  1 84 1  the  old  engine  which  Foreman  Henri  Buckman  had  pro- 
cured for  the  company  in  1829  had  seen  its  best  days,  and  in  that  year  a 
new  engine  was  turned  over  to  the  company — a  "  machine  "  which,  while 
it  might  lack  the  tender  associations  of  the  past,  was  provocative  of  inspir- 
ing ambitions  for  the  future.  With  this  in  hand,  the  company  took 
steps  to  organize  a  hose  company  as  an  adjunct,  which  was  called  "Vol- 
unteer Hose  Company  No.  1."  A  puzzling  question  arose  in  this  con- 
nection. A  number  of  negroes  had  been  in  the  habit  of  running  with  the 
engine  and  handling  the  hose,  and  whether  to  permit  that  to  continue  now 
that  the  hose  service  was  a  regularly  organized  branch  of  No.  i's  active 
work,  was  a  point  presenting  some  difficulties.  These,  however,  were 
satisfactorily  settled  by  giving  to  a  member  of  the  company,  Mr.  A.  B. 
Whitney,  full  discretion  in  the  matter,  with  authority  to  select  the  men. 
The  older  companies  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  department 
at  the  beginning,  organizing  new  companies  with  a  nucleus  of  experienced 
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members  from  their  own  number.  But  the  essential  democracy  which  in- 
spired the  associate  firemen  was  a  predominating  spirit,  and  the  com- 
panies first  organized  did  not  claim  an)'  privileges  in  virtue  of  then- 
earlier,  appearance  on  the  scene,  but  took  their  equal  place  in  the  As- 
sociation with  all  the  other  companies.  After  the  first  few  years,  there- 
fore, the  history  of  each  company  was  the  history  of  the  department  in 
general. 

Mississippi  No.  2. 
Mot 'to  :  "  iVoh  Nobis" 

Under  the  name  of  "  Louisiana  No.  2,"  the  second  company  was 
formally  organized  on  January  22,  1830,  the  name  being  changed  to 
"Mississippi  Xo.  2"  on  Feb.  8th  of  that  year,  and  the  charter  being 
"ranted  on  March  1 6th.  A  commission  consisting  of  R.  H.  Brunet,  of 
Volunteer  Xo.  1,  James  Sterrett,  and  a  member  of  the  new  company 
whose  name  has  not  been  preserved,  went  to  Donaldsonville,  which  was 
then  the  seat  of  government,  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  this 
charter.  There  were  forty-two  members  when  the  company  was  thus  or- 
ganized, drawn  from  among  the  best  men  in  the  city. 

But  the  actual  beginning  of  the  company  antedated  this  formal  or- 
ganization by  several  months,  and  No.  2  had  the  honor  of  opening  its 
career  with  actual  service  in  an  important  participation  at  a  fire.  The 
exact  date  of  this  fire  is  not  known,  but  it  was  sometime  during  the  autumn 
of  1829.  It  occurred  at  Hart's  Cotton  Press,  situated  on  St.  Charles  Street, 
between  Gravier  and  Common  Streets.  It  was  a  destructive  and  costly 
fire,  resulting  in  a  loss  of  five  or  six  thousand  bales  of  cotton.  When  the 
alarm  was  given  a  number  of  men  led  by  George  Went,  Myford  Mc. 
Dougall  and  D.  S.  Woodruff,  hurried  to  Leeds'  foundry  on  Girod  Street, 
to  get  a  private  hand  engine  belonging  to  Jedediah  Leeds,  the  father  of 
our  present  distinguished  fellow-citizen,  Charles  J.  Leeds.  It  was  a  cu- 
rious and  somewhat  primitive  affair  compared  with  the  engines  of  a  later 
day  or  even  with  the  more  imposing  hand-engines  in  use  by  the  regular 
companies  of  that  period,  and  it  went  among  the  boys  by  the  name  of 
"  Brass  Back."     But   the  men  who  handled  it  on  this  occasion  were  old 
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New  York  firemen,  and  they  reflected  credit  on  the  school  in  which  they 
got  their  training  by  the  efficient  use  they  made  of  this  simple  machine 
and  the  effective  service  they  did  at  this  fire.  After  the  fire,  with  such 
admirable  material  at  hand  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  obvious 
need  of  an  addition  to  the  city's  force  of  protectors  from  fire,  it  was  de- 
cided at  once  to  form  a  second  company,  of  which  these  men  were  to  be 
the  nucleus.  In  their  project  they  had  the  hearty  sympathy  and  active 
co-operation  of  the  members  of  No.  i. 

At  the  formal  organization  of  the  company,  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  George  Went,  Foreman;  D.  S.  Woodruff,  Assistant  Fore- 


Fire  Hat  of  Irad  Ferry,  of  Mississippi,  No.  2. 

man;  Myford  McDougall,  Secretary;  John  D.  Bein,  Treasurer;  Calvin 
Porter,  Steward.  No  sooner  had  No.  2  organized,  but,  like  No.  1  before  it, 
it  began  the  missionary  work  of  starting  other  companies  with  the  aid  of 
its  own  members.  The  minutes  record  the  name  of  Maunsel  White  as 
eno-ao-ed  in  this  work  of  organization. 

Up  to  October,  1830,  No.  2  made  use  of  the  "Brass  Back"  hand 
engine  loaned  by  Mr.  Leeds,  the  company  going  to  the  foundry  to  get  it 
whenever  occasion  required.  But  at  the  date  named  it  came  into  posses- 
sion of  an  engine  of  its  own,  furnished  by  the  Louisiana  State  Insurance 
Company.  The  occasion  of  its  receipt  was  one  of  great  rejoicing  among 
the  members  and  was  made  a  matter  of  careful  record  on  the  minutes,  as 
follows  : 

"October  22,  1830 — This  day  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  arrived  the  ship 
Francis,  from  New  York,  having  on  board  the  engine  built  in  said  city 
for  this  company,  built  by  Leedham  and  painted  by  Swift ;  back  by  Tay- 
lor ;  cost  $  1 ,567.30." 
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Following  the  example  set  by  their  predecessors  in  the  department, 
No.  i,  the  company  wound  up  the  first  year  of  its  history  by  giving  a 
sumptuous  supper,  at  which  there  was  much  jubilation  over  a  successful 
year.  This  custom  became  an  annual  one,  and  was  adopted  by  the  vari- 
ous companies  as  they  successively  came  into  existence.  Under  the 
inspiration  of  good  work  in  their  calling  of  firemen,  and  good  times  in 
their  capacity  of  good  fellows,  and  a  general  high  reputation  derived  from 
the  excellent  character  and  standing  of  the  members,  No.  2  increased  in 
numbers,  and  opened  the  second  year  of  its  history  with  56  members  on 
the  roll.  Up  to  the  year  1S32  the  meetings  of  the  company  were  held  at 
Bishop's  Hotel  (subsequently  the  City  Hotel)  then  under  the  popular 
management  of  Mr.  Morse,  while  their  engine  was  kept  in  a  stable 
belonging  to  John  Linton,  on  Magazine  Street.  In  that  year  the  first 
regular  engine  house  occupied  by  the  company  was  built,  at  the  corner  of 
Natchez  and  Tchoupitoulas  Streets,  by  Mitchell  and  William  Cavans,  at  a 
cost  of  $3,364.  In  the  same  year  the  first  fire  bell  was  cast  by  Leeds,  at 
a  cost  of  $250,  and  remained  in  the  possession  of  No.  2  throughout  its 
course  in  the  old  department. 

No.  2  made  a  record  for  itself  at  more  than  one  fire  earl)-  in  its  his- 
tory. The  conduct  of  the  company  at  the  burning  of  the  steamer 
Missoiti-iau,  was  commemorated  by  the  presentation  of  a  pair  of  silver 
pitchers  of  curious  and  beautiful  design,  on  January  15,  1X34.  The 
pitchers  bore  this  inscription  :  "To  the  officers  and  members,  Mississippi 
Fire  Company  No.  2,  presented  by  Captain  Samuel  Walker,  on  behalf  of 
the  owners  of  steamer  J/issourian,  for  their  active  and  strenuous  exer- 
tions in  preserving  the  boat  from  destruction  by  fire,  on  the  2Sth  of 
December,  1833."  Only  a  few  months  later,  the  company  added  to  the 
visible  symbols  commemorative  of  its  gallantry  in  action  another  trophy, 
which  was  no  less  than  the  first  silver  presentation  trumpet  to  be  awarded 
in  the  department.  Although  this  was  presented  in  April,  1S34,  the 
action  which  it  commemorated  occurred  even  earlier  than  that  of  saving 
the  steamer;  for  it  was  presented  by  the  Louisiana  hire  Insurance  Co., 
in  recognition  of  the  company's  services  at  a  fire  on  Rampart  Street  in 
November,  1833. 

Lafayette  No.  3  was  organized  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1834, 
being  one  of  the  companies  started  under  the  auspices  of  Mississippi 
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No.  2,  from  which  its  membership  was  largely  drawn.  The  records  of 
the  company  have  been  lost  or  destroyed,  and  there  are  but  few  details 
available  for  this  history.  The  company  remained  in  existence  long 
enough  to  participate  in  the  organization  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  in  1834-5,  ai1^  m  ^4°  it  was  reorganized  as  Vigilant  No.  3. 

Vigilant  No.  3,  (Motto,  "Never  Despair"  ),  was  organized  October 
14,  1846,  by  the  German  element  of  the  Second  District,  and  on  the  14th 
of   November  in   the  same  year  was  regularly  incorporated.     The  old 
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records  of  the  company  are  wholly  in  the  German  language.  The  found- 
ers were  :  A.  Young,  F.  Kessler,  A.  Roux,  W.  Klein,  L.  Balser,  P.  Funk 
and  A.  Buhler.  The  first  officers  were:  E.  P.  Coulter,  Foreman;  A. 
Young,  First  Assistant ;  J.  Dennis,  Second  Assistant  ;  A.  Roux,  Secre- 
tary ;  M.  Eschman,  Treasurer. 

Washington  No.  4.  This  company,  of  which  the  records  are  miss- 
ing, is  known  to  have  been  in  existence  prior  to  July,  1834.  In  that 
month  it  participated  in  the  Lafayette  obsequies,  and  it  was  also  one  of 
the  two  companies  (No.  3  being  the  other)  that  were  put  by  the  City 
authorities  into  the  hands  of  negroes,  thus  bringing  about  the  remon- 
strances and  successful  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  older  companies, 
which  finally  brought  the  companies  together  under  one  general  associa- 
tion for  mutual  purposes,  out  of  which  grew  the  Foremen's  Charitable 
Association.  No.  4  was  subsequently  reorganized  under  the  new  name 
of  Neptune,  and  pursued  its  career  as  a  factor  in  the  department,  until 
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1855,  when  the  contract  system  was  established  and  the  Association  in 
rehabilitating  the  department  disbanded  several  of  the  companies  which 
had  for  various  reasons  lost  their  efficiency,  No.  4  being  one  of  them. 

Columbia  No.  5,  (Motto:  Ikoays  Ready  "),  was  an  outgrowth  from 
No.  1,  and  was  organized  under  the  auspicies  of  that  company,  with  a  few 
members  from  Xo.  2,  on  September  7th,  1S34,  with  the  following  officers: 
S.  E.  Kipp,  President  ;  J.  S.  Goodale,  Foreman  ;  John  Adams,  First  As- 
sistant ;  George  Clark,  Second  Assistant;  M.  C.  Quick,  Secretary;  Cor- 
nelius White,  Treasurer;  Charles  Kelly,  Steward.  It  was  incorporated 
April  2,  1835.  It  was  originally  located  on  North  Market  Street,  near 
the  New  Levee.  In  1S36  it  moved  into  the  one-story  brick  house  on 
Camp  Street,  on  the  site  where  now  stands  the  office  of  the  German 
Gazette;  from  i  S  74  to  1S85  it  was  on  Girod  St.  near  St.  Charles,  and  in 
the  latter  year  moved  into  the  present  quarters  at  214  Julia  Street. 

Mechanics  No.  6,  (Motto:  "  United  We  Stand,  Divided  We  Fall"). 
This  company  was  the  last  that  was  organized  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  two  notable  events  of  the  early  years  of  the  department — the  parade 
in  honor  of  Lafayette,  and  the  organization  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association,  both  in  1834.  It  was  early  in  that  year  that  No.  6  came  into 
existence,  its  original  members  consisting  exclusively  of  the  employees  of 
Jedediah  Leeds  in  his  foundry.  It  was  this  element  in  the  original  mem- 
bership that  suggested  the  name  of  Mechanics.  The  company  at  first 
used  Mr.  Leeds'  private  engine,  but  later  was  equipped  like  other  com- 
panies in  the  department  with  the  successive  patterns  of  hand  and  steam 
engines,  as  they  came  into  use  in  the  service.  The  earl)-  records  of  the 
company  were  destroyed. 

Eagle  No.  7.  (Motto:  "  Pro  Bono  Publico.") 
The  history  of  this  company  is  full  of  interest,  and  a  considerable  fund 
of  information  is  preserved  concerning  its  doings,  by  reason,  largely,  of  the 
fact  that  it  was  a  successful  participant  in  a  number  of  those  trials  and  con- 
tests with  which  the  companies  varied  the  monotony  of  their  work  as  firemen. 
The  public  interest  in  these  affairs  naturally  gave  a  good  degree  of  fame  to 
the  successful  champions  in  so  many  directions,  and  in  consequence  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  public  notice  taken  of  it  in  the  press  of  the  clay. 

No.  7  was  organized  on  Dec.  19,  1836,  with  27  members.  It  was 
regularly  chartered  in  1840  and  again  in  1859.    The  original  officers 


128 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


were  :  J.  Van  Schaick,  foreman  ;  G.  H.  Hall,  ist  Assistant  Foreman;  J.  L. 
Harris,  2nd  Assistant;  P.  Connolly,  Secretary;  A.  D.  Crossman,  Treas- 
urer. The  first  delegates  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  were  : 
A.  H.  Harris,  T.  M.  Dowle,  and  D.  H.  Towgood.  The  majority  of  the 
members  were  men  from  old  Washington  No.  4,  then  about  to  disband, 
and  a  few  were  from  Neptune  No.  4,  the  successor  of  Washington.  In 
its  early  days  the  company  occupied  the  building  at  No.  155  Canal  Street 
as  an  engine  house,  but  they  vacated  this  some  time  after  to  occupy  the 
premises  at  No.  93  Royal  Street.    When  Washington  No.  4  finally  dis- 
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banded,  their  engine  house,  No.  60  Old  Levee  Street,  was  turned  over  by 
the  City  to  No.  7,  which  at  once  took  possession.  In  later  years  the 
company  was  located  at  No.  34  Dauphine  Street,  between  Customhouse 
and  Bienville,  where  it  still  remains. 

This  company  has  had  a  number  of  engines,  some  of  which  be- 
came celebrated  for  their  achievements  under  the  powerful  and  ener- 
getic handling  of  the  company.  They  were  at  first  equipped  with  one  of 
the  old-fashioned  hand  engines  with  double  brakes  then  in  use  in  the 
department.  From  1836  to  i860  they  had  in  service  five  hand  engines, 
all  the  property  of  the  city.  The  first  steam  engine  received  by  the  com- 
pany was  furnished  by  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  in  1 861. 
This  continued  in  use  until  1865,  when  the  Board  of  Underwriters  con- 
tributed $2000  towards  the  purchase  of  a  new  one.  The  company  with 
their  usual  enterprise  raised  the  balance  of  the  money,  and  the  engine 
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was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $5000.  This  was  a  double-pump  Amoskeag 
first-class  with  two  8-inch  cylinders,  two  4.^  inch  pumps,  12  inch  stroke, 
30  feet  suction.  In  1866  there  was  added  to  this  equipment  an  excellent 
two-wheel  hose  wagon.  After  a  few  years  this  engine  was  sold  to  Louis- 
iana Hose  Co.  and  was  replaced  with  a  fine  new  steamer  costing  $6000. 
This  was  the  famous  second-class  Gould  engine  "James  Campbell,"  with 
which  No.  7  retained  the  championship  of  the  United  States  for  the  best 
throw  of  water  on  record.  The  engine  arrived  in  the  summer  of  1873, 
and  received  its  trial  Aug.  3  of  that  year,  on  Canal  Street  in  the  presence 
of  an  interested  crowd  of  spectators.  Though  it  did  well  on  that  occasion, 
it  failed  at  the  time  to  beat  the  record  already  made  by  Creole  No.  9, 
which  company  had  been  having  a  lively  contest  with  Mississippi  No.  2 
for  the  championship,  No.  2  throwing  311  feet  8  inches  and  No.  9,  311  feet, 
9'2  in.  and  up  to  that  date  had  come  out  ahead.  On  that  occasion,  the 
details  of  which  are  given  elsewhere,  No.  7  made  the  then  unprecedented 
throw  of  314  feet,  7  inches,  and  as  though  not  satisfied  with  that,  beat 
their  own  record  a  week  later,  with  a  throw  of  320  feet,  2  inches,  taking 
away  from  Crescent  No.  24  the  temporary  victory  which  gave  to  that 
company  for  a  few  days  a  claim  on  the  champion  horns.  The  struggle 
for  the  championship  between  these  four  companies  was  definitely  set- 
tled June  25,  1876,  when  Nos.  1,  2,  7  and  24  met  for  a  final  contest  on 
the  Bayou  St.  John,  near  the  Magnolia  Gardens.  No  2  won  handsomely 
with  a  throw  of  332  feet  2  inches,  and  was  declared  the  champion. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  of  No.  7's  victories  was  the  contest  in 
which,  in  1843,  lt  won  the  name  of  "  Eagle,"  and  with  it  the  champion 
eagle  which  had  been  put  up  as  a  prize  to  the  successful  contestant.  The 
eagle  emblem  had  been  offered  by  the  Hon.  William  Freret,  then  mayor  of 
the  city,  to  the  company  which  could  throw  a  stream  high  enough  either  to 
go  over  the  eagle  or  knock  it  off  from  its  perch  on  the  lofty  pole  on  which  he 
had  erected  it,  on  the  lot  on  which  now  stands  the  Triangular  buildings,  on 
Peters  Street.  The  trial,  in  which  Nos.  2,  7  and  14  participated,  took 
place  on  August  14.  In  brief,  No.  7  succeeded  in  knocking  the  stuffed 
eagle  from  its  perch,  and  thus  became  the  champions  and  took  the  name 
of  Eagle,  which  it  ever  afterwards  retained.  No.  14,  which  especially 
had  been  ambitious  of  the  honor  and  the  name,  and  had  just  received  a 
new  engine  from  Philadelphia,  solaced  themselves  by  taking  the  name  of 
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Philadelphia,  which  they  wore  with  distinguished  honor  ever  afterwards. 
No.  i  challenged  No.  7  for  the  eagle  in  1867,  and  the  result  was  a  draw, 
No.  7  winning  the  trial  of  speed  in  raising  steam  and  throwing  water, 
and  No.  1  that  for  throwing  water  the  greatest  distance.  Each  received 
the  prize  of  $1,000  offered  for  the  event  in  which  it  had  won,  and  the 
question  of  superiority  was  left  unsettled.  Thus  No.  7  retained  the  eagle 
as  the  emblem  of  the  championship,  which  ever  after  occupied  its  place 
in  No.  7's  house,  perched  directly  over  the  chair  of  the  presiding  officer. 

No.  7  was  always  well  furnished  with  good  horses,  and  some  of  them 
gained  celebrity  for  their  successes  in  various  races  between  the  compan- 
ies. Old  firemen  will  remember  among  these  the  fame  of  "  Bull," 
"  Hero,"  who  was  at  one  time  the  champion  of  the  department,  "  Prince," 
"George,"  "  Shanghai,"  "  Ruby,"  and  "  Dusty  Bob."  The  latter  lived  to 
a  good  old  age,  and  was  exhibited  with  pride  by  the  men,  who  were 
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proud  to  show  at  the  same  time  the  silver  sets  and  other  trophies  which 
the  faithful  Bob  had  won  for  his  company.  It  was  his  celebrated  races 
against  the  crack  horses  of  the  department  that  won  and  retained  for  No. 
7  the  champion  horns  which  they  put  up  as  the  trophy  for  the  water  throw- 
ing trials  in  1873  already  referred  to.  The  race  against  No.  3's  "  Lion" 
in  1871  is  a  most  interesting  story,  and  the  controversy  it  crave  rise  to 
will  be  given  at  length  in  the  proper  place.  Dusty  Bob  had  to  his  credit 
the  time  of  3:56,  which  was  very  remarkable  time  for  so  heavy  a  horse. 
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Prominent  among  the  trophies  exhibited  in  the  company  house  are 
several  fine  banners,  to  some  of  which  a  little  history  is  attached.  One 
is  a  State  flag  of  Louisiana,  which  was  presented  to  the  company  by 
General  Dick  Hill.  A  delegation  of  Mobile  firemen  who  visited  New 
Orleans  in  1869  presented  to  Xo.  7  a  handsome  flag  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, in  token  of  their  appreciation  of  the  courtesies  extended  to  them 
during  their  visit,  when  Xo.  7  acted  the  part  of  hosts  to  the  visitors. 
There  is  also  the  design  of  the  first  banner  presented  to  the  company. 
It  is  made  of  blue  silk,  with  gold  lettering  and  fringe.  In  the  centre  is  a 
painting  representing  the  conflagration  of  the  St.  Louis  Hotel. 

Among  the  prominent  men  connected  with  Xo.  7  at  different  times 
were  A.  D.  Grossman,  who  served  two  years  as  Mayor  of  Xew  Orleans, 
D.  C.  Briscoe,  A.  Desmaries,  A.  H.  Harris,  Raymond  Ardeville,  J.  \Y. 
Saunders  and  J.  L.  Harris.  Ardeville  was  chosen  foreman  a  number 
of  times  and  was  credited  with  playing  an  important  part  in  directing 
the  fortunes  of  the  company  to  its  permanent  honor  and  renown.  His 
memory  is  preserved  in  the  historical  tablet  of  the  company. 

Pikkxix  Xo.  8,  (Motto:  "Semper  Paratus"),  was  organized  on 
March  25,  1845,  with  29  members.  The  officers  were:  Thomas  C.  Por- 
ter, Foreman  ;  James  Kealy,  1st  Assistant  Foreman  ;  William  Callender, 
2d  Assistant;  O.  L.  Curtis,  Secretary;  E.  W.  Brown,  Treasurer;  J.  M. 
Jacobs,  Steward.  Its  first  house  was  at  Marigny  and  Peters  Streets  ; 
and  it  was  afterwards  moved  to  Victory  between  Marigny  and  Mandeville. 

Creole  Xo.  9,  (Motto:  "  Union  and  Confidence' '),  was  organized 
on  July  4,  1837,  with  29  members,  and  was  located  at  Elysian  Fields, 
between  Moreau  and  Victory  Streets.  It  was  originally  officered  by 
Louis  Mallard,  Foreman;  Durvenay  Farrar,  1st  Assistant;  Timothy 
Donnelly,  2d  Assistant  ;  Rene  Vienne,  Secretary  ;  A.  Morton,  Treas- 
urer. This  company  made  a  handsome  showing  in  the  several  contests 
for  supremacy  in  various  directions.  During  the  famous  contests  of  the 
steamers  in  1873  their  machine  beat  the  then  unprecedented  throw  of  Miss- 
issippi Xo.  2  (3  1 1  feet)  by  9^  inches,  and  for  a  little  time  they  held  the 
championship  of  the  United  States,  although  it  was  soon  their  lot  to 
yield  to  the  superior  throwing  power  of  No.  7's  famous  steamer, 
"James  Campbell,"  which  raised  the  throw  to  320  feet,  2  inches,  and 
thus  retained  the  championship. 
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Louisiana  No.  io,  (Motto:  "  Union  and  Confidence"),  incorporated 
July  1 8th,  1836,  this  company  was  originally  organized  by  a  number  of 
Spanish  residents,  F.  Sambola,  J.  Fulda  and  D.  Fatjo  being  among  the 
founders.  Its  incorporation  was  secured  by  a  number  of  Creole  residents 
of  the  old  First  Municipality,  and  its  officers  were  :  F.  M.  Guyol,  Presi- 
dent ;  T.  Calonge,  Secretary;  T.  Laurant,  Treasurer;  H.  B.  Guyol,  Fore- 
man; Armand  Guyol,  1st  Assistant;  T.  Berot,  2nd  Assistant.  In  1843 
it  was  reorganized  as  a  company  of  German  speaking  members. 

Franklin,  No.  11  was  organized  April  12,  1852,  with  P.  Carey,  Prest., 
Bernard  Regan,  Foreman  ;  Pierce  Grace,  1st  Asst  ;  James  Kelley,  2nd 
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Asst.  ;  Patrick  Carmody,  Treas.  ;  William  Lahey,  Steward  ;  A.  Waters- 
ton,  Secretary. 

Irad  Ferry,  No.  12,  so  called  from  the  first  martyr  of  the  depart- 
ment, (Motto  :  "  Our  Name — Our  Example"'),  was  organized  on  April 
26,  1839,  with  thirty-eight  members,  and  was  located  at  the  time  at  Race 
and  Religious  Streets,  afterwards  moving  to  Tchoupitoulas  near  Orange. 
Its  first  regular  meeting  after  organization  was  held  on  March  25,  at  the 
Reel  Lion  Coffee  House,  with  S.  B.  Mullen  in  the  chair  and  S.  O.  Levy 
as  secretary.     Resolutions  were  passed  requesting  the  Common  Council 
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of  the  Second  Municipality  for  the  use  of  the  old  engine  of  No.  5,  with 
hose,  etc.,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  the  petition,  consist- 
ing of  F.  R.  Southmayd,  S.  R.  Mullen,  and  S.  IL  Kip.  At  the  meeting 
for  organization,  held  on  April  16,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Michael  Hurley,  Foreman;  H.  W.  Bendy,  1st  Assistant;  W.  D.  Loomis, 
2nd  Assistant;  S.  B.  Mullen,  Secretary;  F.  R.  Southmayd,  Treasurer; 
John  Wurlein,  Steward.  Monthly  "washings"  were  fixed  for  the  first 
Sunday  of  each  month  at  9  a.  m.  John  Hoey  was  chosen  the  first  dele- 
gate to  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association. 

Perseverance   No.  13,  (Motto:  " Rough  mid  Ready").    The  first 
recorded  meeting  of  this  company  was  held  on  November  22,  1837.  J. 
Rafferty  presided,  and  A.  W.  Warner  was  secretary.     A  committee,  con- 
sisting of  James  Jolls,  J.  Hart  and  M.  H.  Coats  was  appointed  to  wait  on 
Jacob  Barker  to  ascertain  the  price  at  which  he  would  dispose  of  the  old 
Phoenix  engine.    On  the  26th  it  was  voted  to  buy  the  said  engine  for 
$100.     The  company  was  named,  the  motto  was  adopted,  and  the  follow- 
ing were  elected  officers:  James  Jolls,  President;  John  Hart,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; A.  YV.  Warner,  Secretary;  Moses  H.  Coats,  Treasurer;  Benjamin 
Porter,  Steward  ;  Directors  :  John  Hart,  Alexander  Haight,  M.  S.  Kneap, 
John  D.  Umberfield,  James  Rafferty,  Joseph  Gamble  ;  Hall  Committee  : 
P.  W.  Seiler,  N.  Manovich,  A.  Hazlet ;  Delegates  :  J.  O.  Page,  J.  Jolls, 
J.  Hart.    These  and  subsequent  meetings  were  held  at  the  Punch  Bowl 
Coffee  House.    On  the  next  Fourth  of  March  the  company  paraded  in 
citizens'  dress,  and  later  in  the  month  the  company,  then  housed  with 
Protection   Hose,  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  company  horns. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  shifting  about  of  officers  during  the  first  few 
months  of  the  company's  existence,  possibly  because  organization  matters 
moved  rather  slowly.     It  was  1839  before  the  company  petitioned  the 
legislature  for  a  charter,  but  it  was  not  until  March  25th,  1840,  that  they 
got  it.     Early  in  1839  a  house  was  procured  on  Canal  Street  in  time  to 
receive  the  new  engine,  which  was  built  for  the  company  by  Merrick  tv 
Agnew,  of  Philadelphia.    Within  a  month  the  company  had  been  called 
to  duty  so  serious  that  two  of  its  members,  Watts  and  Waldron,  were 
badly  injured  at  a  fire  on  the  Levee.    In  July,  1839,  the  company  spent 
the  Fourth  on  an  excursion  to  Mobile.     But  the  affair  was  saddened  for 
them  by  the  death  there  of  one  of  their  members,  William  Meredith. 
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The  Mobile  department  generously  offered  to  conduct  the  obsequies,  and 
a  special  meeting  of  the  company  was  held  at  which  the  offer  was  accepted 
with  thanks.  Sept.  29,  1839,  tne  members  of  the  company  were  by  a 
vote  required  to  join  the  F.  C.  A.  In  1840  it  was  voted  to  procure  hats 
for  the  boys,  with  H.  13  C.  on  them.  The  house  on  Canal  Street  being 
useful  only  for  temporary  purposes,  and  the  efforts  of  the  company  to 
procure  a  more  suitable  house  having  failed,  a  committee  was  appointed 
July  27th,  1840,  to  petition  the  Council  once  a  week  for  a  new  house,  and 
so  gain  it  by  persistency.     The  need  was  further  emphasized  the  very 
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next  day  by  the  occurrence  of  an  incendiary  fire  in  the  old  house,  and  the 
measures  taken  were  so  efficacious  that  on  July  4th,  1841,  the  corner 
stone  for  a  new  house  was  laid.  In  looking  after  needy  members  of  the 
company,  it  became  the  duty  of  a  certain  committee  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  a  wooden  leg  for  one  of  the  members.  They  reported,  Aug.  25th, 
1844,  as  follows  :  "  Gentlemen  :  The  committee  on  wooden  leg  respectfully 
report  that  the  gentleman  who  wanted  the  wooden  leg  has  walked  off 
without  it.  So  soon  as  he  returns  we  will  have  the  leg  made  for  him. 
We  b&<y  to  be  continued." 

Philadelphia  No.  14,  (Motto:  "A  Friend  in  Need  is  a  Friend 
Indeed").  This  company  has  well  sustained  the  spirit  of  the  sentence 
which  was  chosen  for  its  device,  and  has  lent  fresh  lustre  to  the  name  of 
Philadelphia,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  assumption  of  the  name 
commemorated  a  disappointment  of  the  company,  which  failed  in  its  con- 
test with  Eagle  No.  7  for  the  champion  eagle  and  the  name  that  was  to 
go  to  the  victors.  But  it  pluckily  fell  back  on  the  name  suggested  by  the 
type  of  engine  they  received  at  organization,  as  well  as  by  the  place  from 
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which  the  original  members  came,  and  made  it  one  of  the  best  renowned 
names  in  the  fire  department.  This  company  was  instituted  on  the 
national  birthday,  July  4th,  1837,  and  was  incorporated  on  October  12  of 
the  same  year.  The  first  officers  elected  were  :  Thomas  Barrett,  Presi- 
dent ;  E.  \Y.  Wells,  Vice-President ;  George  Allan,  Chief  Director,  or 
Foreman;  Alex.  Jackson,  1st  Assistant;  K.  P.  Shall,  2d  Assistant  ; 
Daniel  Sheehan,  Secretary  ;  W  illiam  Bogart,  Treasurer.  The  company 
was  at  first  located  in  one  end  of  the  cotton  press  at  the  corner  of 
Carondelet  and  Union  Streets,  and  moved  to  Commerce,  between 
Howard  and  Liberty,  in  October,  1S50.  This  company  claims  the 
credit  of  the  first  introduction  of  horses  into  the  department,  as  a 
regular  adjunct  to  the  company  outfit,  in  1838,  when  their  horse  "  Billy 
Penn"  was  kept  for  their  exclusive  use.  Before  that  time,  horses  were 
hired  as  they  were  wanted,  and  rewards  were  offered  for  the  first  horse 
brought  to  the  engine  house  on  an  alarm  being  sounded.  It  was  long 
remembered,  how  in  the  annual  parade  of  1844,  one  of  the  members  of 
Xo.  14,  Wilhelmus  Bogart,  appeared  in  line  mounted  on  one  of  Dan 
Rice's  elephants,  which  he  had  borrowed  in  order  to  lend  eclat  to  the 
parade.  Bogart  remained  on  the  list  of  exempts  for  many  years.  Phil 
McCabe,  formerly  Chief  Engineer,  was  another  of  No.  14's  distinguished 
members,  as  were  also  \V.  C.  Raymond,  D.  R.  Carroll,  George  Allen, 
Samuel  Bell,  John  D.  Nicholson,  John  McCarthy  and  John  C.  Stewart. 

Jefferson'  Xo.  15  was  in  1848  located  on  Bienville  Street,  between 
Basin  and  Franklin,  in  a  small  house  or  shed  then  standing  there. 

Red  Rover  Xo.  16  was  located,  also  in  1848,  on  the  site  of  what  is 
now  known  as  Bourbon  Street,  near  the  entrance  to  the  store  of  D.  H. 
Holmes.  During  its  early  history  it  responded  to  an  alarm  of  fire  on 
Jerome  (now  Howard  )  Street,  between  Common  and  Gravier,  and  the 
work  sfot  so  close  that  their  horses  were  burned  to  death  and  their  engine 
was  badly  scorched.  The  foreman  at  that  time  was  familiarly  known  as 
"  Fanny  "  Marcelles. 

James  GuLtcK  No. 17,  named  after  a  distinguished  New  York  fire- 
man, was  in  1845  established  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Circus  (now  Ram- 
part) Street  and  Polydras.  The  foremen  of  this  company  were  :  George 
Meane,  George  Bernard,  John  Ouinn,  and  Patrick  Dunn,  successively. 

Jackson  No.  18,  (Motto:  "  To  the  Rescue"),  was  organized  Aug.  3, 
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1845,  and  had  its  house  on  Calliope  near  Carondelet  Street.  It  was  in- 
corporated March  1 8th.,  1856. 

Protection  No.  19  was  organized  during  the  late  '40 's.  The  offi- 
cers in  1852  were:  John  C.  Jack,  President;  L.  C.  Dillard,  Foreman; 
Jos.  Clavier,  1st  Assistant;  Theodore  Villar,  2nd  Assistant;  Andrew  P. 
Shields,  Secretary  ;  Thomas  Cleary,  Treasurer  ;  J.  Joyce,  Steward  ;  John 
Mulloy,  Housekeeper.  Delegates,  A.  P.  Shields,  John  C.  Jack,  J.  R. 
Kulligan. 

Washington  No.  20,  (Motto:  "  Onward"),  was  organized  Feb.  22, 
1848.     Its  house  was  then  on  Thalia,  between  Dryades  and  Baronne. 

Orleans  No.  21,  (Motto:  "Trust  in  Us  "),  one  of  the  most  popular 
companies  below  Canal  Street  and  ranking  with  the  best  companies 
in  the  department,  was  organized  on  Sunday,  April  21,  1850, 
with  the  following  members:  James  Lamothe,  W.  F.  Seichsnayder,  L. 


Hand  Engine  of  Red  Rover,  No.  16. 

Rossonier,  Charles  Renaude,  Simeon  Monde,  Francois  Renaude,  Pierre 
Deverges,  William  Theard,  E.  Crevon,  C.  Ramel,  Victor  Bouvier, 
Robert  J.  Lilly,  C.  E.  de  Armas,  O.  Duclere,  J.  B.  Monier,  H.  Desomme, 
Leopold  Roux,  A.  Abadie,  Louis  O.  Huard,  O.  Wiltz,  Ademar  Brunet, 
H.  de  la  Roche,  B.  O.  Morantes,  F.  M.  Crozat,  C.  W.  Crittenden,  W. 
Baldwin,  W.  Bertrame,  August  Roche,  A.  D.  Garcia,  Felix  Arroyo,  Leon 
Fazende,  H.  Gandryo,  P.  St.  Eloi,  Clemens  Ramos,  A.  M.  Garcia,  A. 
Lamothe,  Oscar  cle  Hiescemi,  Theophile  Prudhomme,  Victor  Gottschalk, 
Felix  Planchard,  Pierre  Bourg,  Theodore   Baudier,  Francois  Generes, 
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L.  Morrier,  \V.  J.  Huet,  G.  Montamat,  Louis  Massere,  \Ym.  H.  Flem- 
ing, Adolphe  Beaufrere,  Gaspard  Perret,  J.  B.  Sorapuru,  Alfred  Leblanc, 
Y.  Noel, Victor  Labatut,  \Y.  Ant.  Duplessis,  A.  Roux,  John  E.  Bertrand, 
Francois  O'  Callaghan,  J.  F.  Duclere,  Charles  Oemichen,  George  Clark, 
John  L.  Lewis,  Thomas  Labertie,  John  Baron,  J.  L.  Fabre.  The  follow- 
ing were  chosen  officers  :  James  L.  Lamothe,  Foreman  ;  Ademar  Brunet, 
ist  Assistant;  Adolphe  Labadie,  2nd  Assistant;  George  Clark,  Treas- 
urer; Louis  O.  Huard,  Secretary.  The  charter  was  granted  June  1, 
1S50,  and  in  1877  the  company  was  reincorporated.  The  early  meetings 
were  held  at  Jean  Bertrand's  Coffee  House,  corner  of  Rampart  and  St. 
Ann's  Streets.  Two  weeks  after  the  organization,  the  company  refused 
to  unite  with  No.  14  in  a  protest  against  accepting  the  new  F.  C.  A.  char- 
ter, on  the  ground  that  No.  21  had  neither  a  charter  nor  delegates  to  the 
F.  C.  A.  In  July,  1850,  the  company  ordered  an  engine  to  be  built  by 
Smith  of  New  York  at  a  cost  of  $1050,  and  in  October  it  became  con- 
nected with  the  F.  C.  A.  with  Louis  O.  Huard  as  the  first  Delegate.  An 
entry  in  the  records  of  No.  21  indicates  the  growing  dissatisfaction  with 
the  treatment  of  the  department  of  the  City  Council — the  various  foremen 
meeting  and  adopting  resolutions  looking  towards  the  abandonment  of 
their  houses  and  apparatus  in  case  Municipality  No.  1  refused  to  allow  the 
companies  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  each.  Up  to  November,  1850, 
the  foreman  presided  at  meetings,  but  in  that  month  J.  B.  Sorapuru  was 
elected  President  and  Numa  August  as  Vice-President.  At  the  same 
meeting  it  was  ordered  that  Clement  Ramos  should  always  appear  first 
on  the  list  of  honorary  members,  and  should  be  forever  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  dues.  In  May,  185  1,  permission  was  granted  to  petitioners  to 
organize  a  hose  company  to  be  known  as  Orleans  Hose  No.  21.  The 
humorous  side  of  Fire  Department  company  life  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing- from  the  records  of  1862  : 

'•  Mr  Delbos  wishing  to  excuse  himself  for  several  fires,  and  not  being  able  to  explain  himself  in 
English,  permission  was  then  given  him  to  use  the  French  language,  Mr.  Degro  acting  as  interpreter. 
Mr.  B.  Faith  then  got  up  and  positively  declared  that  no  French  should  be  used  in  the  Hall,  and  that 
if  so  he  would  leave  the  room.  Mr.  Delbos  got  excited  and  made  use  of  an  expression  entirely  out 
of  order,  for  which  he  was  fined  $i.  That  dollar  on  the  stomach  caused  him  to  use  another  devilish 
expression — fined  $i.oomore." 

No.  21  was  among  the  first  of  the  engine  companies  to  send  its 
members  to  the  war  in  1861  ;  and  so  early  in  its  history  as  1853  it  contrib- 
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uted  conspicuously  to  the  list  of  fire  department  martyrs,  in  the  person 
of  its  First  Assistant  Foreman,  Michael  Buckley,  who  was  killed  by  fall- 
ing walls  at  the  great  fire  on  Magazine  Street  in  December  of  that  year. 

Jefferson  No.  22,  (Motto:  ''Ready  at  the  First  Sound"  ),  came 
into  existence  in  1S45,  with  William  Schmidt,  Foreman  ;  Thomas  Jones, 
1st  Assistant ;  M.  Frank,  2nd  Assistant  ;  R.  Rust,  Secretary;  P.  Rice, 
Treasurer.    It  was  located  on  Tchoupitoulas  Street,  near  Sorapuric. 

Chalmette  No.  23,  (Motto  :  "  Our  Lives  We  Risk  Ottr  Friends  to 
Save  ").  This  company  was  originally  organized  in  the  city  of  Lafayette, 
as  Washington  No.  4,  and  was  reorganized  under  the  present  name  on 


Protection  Hose  Carriage. 


July  1st,  1851.  It  had  54  members,  with  the  following  officers:  James 
J  oils,  Foreman  ;  Timothy  Tracey,  1  st  Assistant  ;  E.  Donlin,  2nd  Assist- 
ant;  John  Daley,  Treasurer;  H.  P.  Carpenter,  Secretary.  It  was  located 
on  Washington  Avenue,  between  Camp  and  Magazine  Streets. 

Crescent  No.  24,  (Motto  :  "  True  to  the  Call  "  ),  was  the  company 
that  stepped  to  the  front  in  1874,  after  Eagle  No.  7  had  made  one  cham- 
pion record  with  its  new  Gould  steamer,  and  took  the  palm  away  from  the 
champions,  holding  it  for  a  few  days,  until,  No.  7  having  o-ot  her  second 
wind,  she  pulled  the  coveted  championship  back  again.  But  even  then, 
No.  7  only  went  No.  24  two  inches  better,  on  a  throw  of  320  feet,  2  inches. 
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The  following  certificate  of  the  judges  shows  how  well  No.  24  did  at  this 
trial. 

"  At  the  trial  of  Louisiana  Hose  and  Crescent  No.  24,  Sunday,  Aug.  23,  we,  the  undersigned, 
judges,  certify  that  Louisiana  Hose  raised  steam  in  4!,  minutes;  water  through  100  feet  hose,  4J 
minutes  ;  distance  thrown,  \i  inch  nozzle,  304  feet,  1  inch. 

Crescent  No.  24  raised  steam  in  4^  minutes,  water  through  100  feet  hose,  4}  minutes  ;  distance 
thrown,  ii  inch  nozzle,  320  feet. 

We  certify  this  to  be  correct. 

William  L.  Lucas,  No.  5. 
William  Stevenmix,  No.  8. 

No.  24  was  organized  October  15,  1853,  by  R.  L.  Robertson,  Jr.,  M, 
Brown,  J.  Morrison,  and  others.  Its  first  house  was  on  Casacaloo  Street, 
near  Port  ;  and  it  afterwards  moved  to  Dauphine,  near  Port. 

Lafayette  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.,  No.  i,  (Motto:  "Our  Deeds 
our  Regard1'  ).  This  first  truck  company  of  the  department  was  organ- 
ized Feb.  24,  JS48.  It  started  with  the  following  as  officers:  D.  G. 
Dewees,  Foreman;  Caspar  Auch,  1st  Assistant;  R.  Van  Dalson,  2nd 
Assistant.  Among  the  founders  of  the  company,  besides  those  already 
named,  were  :  James  Wirt,  John  Kinwick,  John  Turpin,  W  illiam  Henry, 
Anton  Dick,  and  A.  Robet.  Its  house  at  the  beginning  was  on  Jackson 
Street,  between  Tchoupitoulas  and  Rousseau,  and  it  later  moved  a  little 
way  on  Jackson  Street. 

American  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  2.  (Motto:  "  XV c  Raise  to 
Save").  Under  a  motto  so  peculiarly  appropriate  to  its  special  work, 
this  company  was  established  on  Aug.  13,  1841,  with  21  members  and 
officers  as  follows  :  J.  S.  Thatcher,  Foreman  ;  H.  Gillingham,  1st  Assist- 
ant ;  George  Miller,  2nd  Assistant;  L.  D.  IV.  Hayes,  Secretary;  David 
Hadden,  Treasurer.  Its  location  was  on  Girod,  between  St.  Charles  and 
Carondelet  Streets.  The  members  of  this  company  did  not  live  so  long 
as  those  of  some  of  the  other  organizations,  there  being  only  two  surviv- 
ing founders  of  the  company  in  1874,  David  Hadden  and  J.  Neville. 

Hope  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  3,  (Motto,  "Ready  for  Duty"), 
held  its  preliminary  meeting  February  13,  1851,  in  the  hall  of 
Mr.  Simon,  at  Champs  Elysees  and  Moreau  Streets  ;  was  formally  organ- 
ized Feb.  21,  and  incorporated  shortly  after.  The  charter  members  were  : 
David  Bradbury,  John  Ouincy  Adams,  Thomas  W.  Stallings,  Cornelius 
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Driscoll,  Joseph  Jacobs,  Michael  Carroll,  Valentine  Hanlon,  Samuel 
Barnes,  Thomas  W.  Boylan,  Maurice  Murray,  Michael  Tracy,  John 
McMann,  James  Crofton,  William  Austin,  Francis  Burge,  William  Wallace. 
Of  these,  there  are  living  at  the  time  these  pages  are  written  only  Thomas 
Boylan,  James  Jacobs  and  William  Wallace.  The  original  officers  were: 
David  Bradbury,  Foreman;  John  Q.  Adams,  ist  Assistant;  Thomas  W. 
Stallings,  2nd  Assistant  ;  Samuel  Barnes,  Secretary  ;  Francis  Burge, 
Treasurer;  Michael  Tracy,  Housekeeper.  Delegates,  F.  Burge,  Thomas 
N.  Boylan,  Maurice  Murray.  E.  P.  Pouoart  was  later  elected  President. 
The  company  started  out  at  once  to  build  its  own  house,  which  was  lo- 
cated on  Cassacaloo  (now  Royal)  Street,  between  Frenchman  and  Ely- 
sian  Fields.  A  new  truck  was  ordered  in  1854  from  Forbes,  of  New  York. 
Truck  3  took  strong  ground  in  the  convention  of  firemen  which  decided 
on  a  declaration  of  independence  in  the  1855  struggle  with  the  City,  and 
passed  the  following:  "Resolved,  that  this  company  stands  pledged  at 
all  hazards  to  abide  by  the  proceedings  of  said  convention,  and  that  our 
delegate  has  full  authority  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  above  resolution." 
When  the  war  broke  out  in  1861,  Truck  3  contributed  its  full  share  to  the 
army,  and  exempted  from  clues  and  fines  all  the  members  who  volun- 
teered. Among  the  losses  of  the  company  in  the  war  were  :  John  Muni- 
ter,  ist  La.,  killed  at  Manassas,  1862;  M.  Brenner,  8th  La.,  killed  at 
Chantilly,  1862  ;  Michael  Dunn,  C.  S.  Navy,  killed  1865.  In  1861,  when 
military  activity  among  the  citizens  extended  also  to  the  firemen  as  such, 
and  led  to  the  organization  of  military  companies  in  the  Department, 
Truck  3  organized  a  rifle  company  under  the  name  of  Hope  Guards. 
The  company  adopted  a  Zouave  uniform  of  blue  flannel  trimmed  with 
white  cord.  The  officers  were :  J.  B.  G.  Kennedy,  Captain  ;  W.  P. 
O'Connors,  J.  Cain,  M.  Carroll,  S.  E.  Tardy,  Sergeants;  Charles  O'Con- 
nell,  C.  B.  Lawrence,  G.  W.  Rockwell,  F.  Borge,  Corporals.  This  com- 
pany maintained  a  separate  existence  until  October,  1861,  when  the  Hope 
Guards  consolidated  with  like  companies  from  the  third  District  fire  com-' 
panies,  as  a  batallion  called  the  Third  District  Fire  Rangers.  Officers 
elected  October  5th  were:  F.  Borge,  Captain  ;  Bijuenet,  ist  Lieut.  ;  David 
Bradbury,  2nd  Lieut.;  L.  Balathe,  L.  Vinus,  J.  McCormick,  Sergeants; 
f.  Hurley,  J.  A.  Spelicy,  F.  Cook,  P.  Swan,  Corporals. 

Pelican  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  4,  (Motto:  "  With  Willing  Hearts 
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]\'c  Hasten  to  the  Rescue"),  was  organized  April  iSth,  1854,  and 
incorporated  July  14th  of  the  same  year,  with  twenty-six  members.  The 
first  officers  were  :  C.  N.  Oliver,  President  ;  William  G.  Vincent,  Vice- 
President  ;  Lafayette  Guyol,  Foreman  ;  J.  Herrman,  1st  Assistant  ;  P.  A. 
Hebrard,  2nd  Assistant;  E.  Ducatel,  Secretary;  Ernest  Miltenberger, 
Treasurer.  Besides  those  named,  there  were  among  the  founders  :  A. 
Roux,  S.  Cucullu,  A.  Saucier  and  Martin  Gordon.  The  original  house 
was  located  on  Toulouse,  near  Rampart  Streets,  where  the  company  re- 
mained until  the  building  of  the  house  on  Basin  Street,  near  Conti.  One 
of  their  trucks  was  named  "  Leon  Bertholi,"  after  one  who  had  been  their 
president  for  many  successive  terms,  and  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
councils  of  the  F.  C.  A. 


Louisiana  Hose  Carriage. 


Louisiana  Hose  Co.  was  one  of  the  companies  that  resorted  to  the 
sententious  Latin  language  to  express  its  motto,  which  was  "/« 
Periculo  Proviptus."  This  company  had  its  home  on  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent City  Hall,  when  it  came  into  being  on  the  30th  of  March,  1836. 
The  original  officers  were  :  David  Toby,  Foreman  ;  H.  Gillingham,  1st 
Assistant  ;  William  Salker,  2nd  Assistant  ;  J.  P.  Wesbit,  Prest.  ;  William 
Theset,  Vice-President  ;  H.  G.  Heartt,  Secretary  ;  Charles  F.  Hosey, 
Treasurer  ;   Benjamin  Kendig,  Steward. 

Milneburg  Hand  Co.  No.  i,  (Motto:  "  Constant  in  Need").  On 
Feb.  16,  1852,  this  company  was  organized  for  the  protection  of  the  out- 
lying district  from  which  it  took  its  name.  Its  engine,  "  The  Pride  of 
Milneburg,"  a  second-class  New  York  hand  engine,  was  managed  by 
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forty-nine  members  under  the  direction  of  George  B.  Leiniger,  Foreman  ; 
Jacob  Meyser,  ist  Assistant  ;  John  Geiger,  2nd  Assistant;  George  Whit- 
more,  President;  M.  Leiniger,  Vice-President;  John  Jacobs,  Secretary; 
Miguel  Brisolari,  Treasurer. 

Stockton  No.  i  is  a  company  that,  although  its  existence  was 
brief,  should  be  mentioned  on  account  of  the  circumstances  of  its  origin. 
It  was  a  company  that  was  organized  during  the  brief  interregnum  be- 
tween the  resignation  of  the  old  department  in  a  body  on  December  1, 
1855,  and  the  introduction  of  the  contract  system  on  December  15,  with 
the  return  of  the  old  department  to  power  for  a  long  term  of  years. 
Captain  James  Stockton  originated  the  enterprise,  and  so  the  new  com- 
pany was  named  after  him.  The  members  were  citizens  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Basin,  and  the  Mayor  placed  at  their  disposal  one  of  the 
engines  which  had  been  surrendered  to  the  city  by  the  seceding  com- 
panies. The  company  did  some  service  during  its  brief  day,  as  it  is 
mentioned  in  the  contemporary  press  as  among  those  that  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  fires  under  the  temporary  regime  of  December,  1855  ;  which 
could  not  be  said  of  all  the  engines  in  amateur  hands  at  that  time. 

Fifth  District  Companies. 

The  town  of  Algiers,  up  to  185 1,  depended  for  the  extinguishment  of 
fires  on  a  local  bucket  brigade  and  on  the  occasional  service  by  ferry 
boat  of  an  engine  or  engines  from  the  city,  when  the  fire  was  unusually 
large.  But  in  that  year  the  insurance  companies  refused  to  take  any 
more  risks  unless  a  local  engine  company  was  organized.  The  answer  to 
this  requirement  was  the  organization  of 

Pelican  No.  i,  (Motto:  "  Ready  Relief"),  which  was  officered  by 
William  Morris,  President;  Charles  A.  Harris,  Secretary;  William  Sara- 
zin,  Treasurer ;  Robert  Roberts,  Foreman  ;  William  Gerard,  ist  As- 
sistant;  Charles  H.  Kepper,  2nd  Assistant  ;  C.  E.  Morrison,  Steward. 

Brooklyn  No.  2,  (Motto:  "To  the  Rescue"),  was  founded  with 
the  salvage  money  paid  to  members  of  Pelican  No.  1  for  their  gallant 
efforts  to  save  a  ship  lying  at  the  Brooklyn  Warehouse  pier,  which  caught 
fire  in  1856.  The  organization  was  effected  May  29,  1857,  and  incorpo- 
rated Oct.  25  of  the  same  year,  with  John  A.  Murray,  President;  Wil- 
liam Hunt,  Vice-President ;  Jerry  Connet,  Treasurer;  James  F.  Gregory, 
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Secretary  ;  Thomas  Milling,  Foreman  ;  E.  M.  Tyler,  1st  Assistant ;  A. 
Carraras,  2nd  Assistant  ;  Philip  Hield,  Steward. 

Morgan  No.  3,  (  Motto:  "  Always  Ready"),  was  organized  July 
28,  1S73,  and  incorporated  August  18,  with  the  following  charter  mem- 
bers :  John  L.  Smith,  John  M.  Kern,  Michael  James,  Patrick  Reed, 
William  Sutherland,  Joseph  B.  Williamson,  Peter  Kramme,  Nicholas 
Amann,  J.  E.  Blackwell,  Richard  Stenhouse.  The  officers  were  :  William 
Sutherland,  President  ;  J.  M.  Kern,  Vice-President  ;  J.  L.  Smith,  Secre- 
tary;  Peter  Kramme,  Treasurer;  J.  B.  Williamson,  Foreman;  Michael 
James,  1st  Assistant;  J.  E.  Blackwell,  2nd  Assistant. 

Washington  Hook  axd  Ladder  Co.,  No.  1,  Motto:  ("  We  Raise 
to  Save"),  was  organized  Sept.  2,  1859,  by  a  small  body  of  men,  and 
started  their  useful  career  with  a  Hartshorn  truck.  The  officers  were  : 
E.  Cook,  President;  C.  E.  Morrison,  Foreman  ;  J.  F.  Babin,  1st  Assist- 
ant; G.  E.  Reeves,  2nd  Assistant  ;  H.  T.  Haight,  Secretary;  H.  Cruse, 
Treasurer. 

The  first  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Algiers  Department  was  W.  Brodt- 
man,  who  was  elected  in  1859.  His  successors  were  T.  H.  Jones,  1S70  ; 
M.  Iver,  1 S 73  ;  W.  Brodtman,  1874;  T.  Daly,  1S75. 

Pelican  1  and  Brooklyn  2  each  established  a  benevolent  society  for 
the  relief  of  members  when  organized.  In  1858  they  united  to  form  a 
Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  into  which  the  later  companies  were 
admitted  in  succession.  In  1874  the  contract  system  was  established  in 
Algiers,  similar  to  that  existing  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Sixth  District  Companies. 

In  1853  the  residents  of  Jefferson  City  determined  to  be  no  longer 
dependent  on  the  New  Orleans  engine  companies  for  their  protection, 
and  on  March  31  they  organized 

Pioxeer  No.  1,  with  Clement  Brown,  President ;  Willis  P  Coleman, 
Vice-President;  Wilmer  H.  Zimmerman,  Secretary;  John  Hellerich, 
Treasurer;  T.  E.  Walker,  Captain;  John  Bode,  1st  Assistant  ;  Michael 
Zoller,  2nd  Assistant;  Francis  Heim,  3rd  Assistant. 

Protector  No.  2,  (Motto:  "  Deeds,  not  Words "),  was  organized 
April  27,  1867,  by  H.  P.  Phillips,  E.  Livaudais,  G.  J.  Freret,  J.  Vollen- 
weder,  H.  L.  Brown,  William  Weidner,  M.  Welsh,  Thomas  Rickerts,  S. 
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B.  Allison,  D.  A.  Blanchard  and  J.  Theil.  Starting  with  a  hand  engine, 
this  company  was  the  first  to  introduce  a  steamer  in  this  district,  which  it 
did  in  1870.  H.  P.  Phillips,  who  was  a  leading  spirit  in  the  organization 
of  this  company,  became  the  first  Chief  of  the  department  in  1876. 

Young  America  No.  3,  was  organized  nearly  a  month  before  Pro- 
tector No.  2  ;  but  as  their  charter  was  delayed  by  reason  of  the  youth  of 
most  of  the  members,  who  were  not  of  age,  Protector  got  ahead  of  them 
on  the  number,  and  they  became  No.  3  instead  of  No.  2. 

Phillips  No.  4,  was  organized  April  21,  1881,  as  a  Chemical  Engine 
Company,  by  Chief  Engineer  Phillips  (after  whom  the  company  was 
named),  W.  B.  Gill,  Charles  L.  Schopp,  D.  Cohn,  Charles  L.  Voltz,  A. 

C.  Winn,  T.  J.  Kammer,  A.  W.  Jackson.  They  started  with  a  borrowed 
Babcock,  which  they  used  until  their  new  Babcock  was  complete. 

Home  Hook  and  Ladder,  No.  i,  was  organized  from  a  disbanding 
company  of  National  Guards  of  Jefferson  City,  as  a  bucket  and  axe  brig- 
ade, in  1858.  The  officers  were  R.  King  Cutler,  President  ;  John  T. 
Michel,  Vice-President  ;  Jules  Attenmeuser,  Secretary ;  Jules  Michel, 
Treasurer;  W.  H.  Zimmerman,  Foreman.  In  1861  the  organization  was 
disbanded  as  a  fire  company  and  formed  into  a  company  of  Home  Guards, 
which  entered  the  service  as  a  part  of  the  14th  Louisiana  regiment.  A 
reorganization  of  the  fire  company  was  effected  meantime,  by  remnants 
of  the  old  "  Blue  Engine  Co."  and  such  members  of  Home  Truck  as  had 
not  entered  the  army. 

The  Jefferson  City  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  was  organized 
February  9,  1858,  with  John  T.  Michel  as  President.  John  A.  Meyers 
was  the  first  Chief  Engineer,  elected  in  1869. 

Seventh  District  Companies. 

Carrollton  No.  i  was  organized  July  28th,  1849  anc^  incorporated 
on  Oct.  4,  of  the  same  year.  The  first  meeting  was  held  July  23d,  and 
the  officers  first  chosen  were  Henry  Diebel,  President  ;  J.  H.  Smiley, 
Secretary  ;  T.  J.  Ernst,  Foreman.  The  company  was  originally  pro- 
vided with  a  double-decker  hand  engine  ;  it  was  reorganized  in  1875  as  a 
steam  engine  company.  At  the  time  of  its  disbandment  as  a  volunteer 
company  and  incorporation  into  the  Paid  Department,  Peter  Herman 
was  President,  John  Hilt,  Secretary,  and  Charles  Mock,  Foreman. 
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Independent  No.  2,  was  organized  March  5,  1864,  as  a  hand  engine 
company  (its  first  engine  a  goose-neck  with  side  breaker)  and  in  Feb. 
1S77,  it  was  reorganized  as  a  steam  engine  company.  It  was  incorporated 
April  24,  1S65,  and  the  first  officers  were  John  Deavenport,  President; 
A.  S.  Perth,  Foreman  ;  M.  C.  Vanderwall,  Secretary.  The  last  officers 
were  R.  H.  Downing,  President;  Jacob  Nienaber,  Foreman;  M.  De 
Luccas,  Secretary. 

Star  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  1,  was  organized  Jan.  18,  1854,  and 
incorporated  March  16  ;  the  officers  at  that  time  were  William  Starts, 
President ;  J.  C.  Wilson,  Foreman  ;  Peter  Souliar,  Secretary.  The  com- 
pany had  a  Hartshorne  truck  which  was  pulled  by  hand  up  to  1875, 
when  horses  were  introduced  for  it.  At  the  close  of  the  volunteer  epoch 
in  1 89 1,  the  officers  were  Henri  Boudousquie,  President  ;  S.  Oestarle, 
Foreman  ;  L.  Bellar,  Secretary. 

The  Chief  Engineers  of  the  old  Seventh  District  Fire  Department, 
in  Carrollton,  were  five  in  number.  The  first  was  Frederick  Fischer, 
born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt  in  1818,  who  served  for  several  years.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Philip  Mitchell,  a  native  of  Alsace,  France,  born  Oct. 
3,  1836,  who  was  Chief  for  three  years.  John  Pfeiffer  succeeded  him 
and  served  for  two  and  a  half  years,  a  native  of  Louisiana,  born  Aug.  22, 
1841.  The  fourth  Chief  was  George  Geier,  born  in  this  state  Nov.  12, 
1851,  who  served  for  six  years.  The  last  Volunteer  Chief  was  John 
Dahmer,  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt  Oct.  17,  1845,  whose  term  of  five 
years'  service  was  terminated  with  the  establishment  of  the  Paid  Depart- 
ment. Unlike  the  other  local  Chiefs,  he  did  not  take  service  in  the  new 
department  as  Assistant  to  Chief  O'Connor,  but  was  succeeded  in  that 
capacity  by  the  present  Assistant  Engineer,  Albert  Arbo. 


Goose  Neck  Hand  Engine  ok  Independent  No.  2. 


"Young  America,"  the  First  Steam  Fire  Engine,  1S55. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


F.  C    A.  ADMINISTRATION— FIRST  DECADE,  1856  to  1805. 

The  Contract  System  Begun — Improvement  <»f  Apparatus — Jackson 
Statue  Celebration — Twenty-First  Anniversary,  1858 — Presenta- 
tion to  President  Marks — First  Steam  Engine  Introduced— Fatal 
Fires — Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Installed,  1859 — Second  Contract 
Adjudicated  to  the  Association,  i860 — Clay  Statue  Celebration — 
The  War  and  the  Fire  Department — The  Fire  Brigade — Fourth 
of  March  Parade  Suspended — Federal  Occupation  of  New  Orleans 
— Ben  Butler  and  President  Marks — Neutrality  of  the  Firemen 
Arranged — A  Government  Warehouse  Saved — Firemen  Exempted 
from  Federal  Draft — Fourth  of  March  Parade  Resumed,  1865 — 
Resume  of  the  First  Decade  of  Contract  System. 

55rfc^S^L)ER  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
^^L^fl  Association,  the  affairs  of  the  fire  department  started  off  in 
Lj^^  promising-  shape  with  the  beginning  of  1S56.  Mr.  Marks' 
inaugural  address  on  again  assuming  the  presidency  struck  the 
keynote  for  the  department,  and  bespoke  that  careful  discharge  of  the 
obligations  assumed  towards  the  city  and  that  rigid  scrutiny  of  expendi- 
tures on  internal  relief,  which  it  afterwards  became  so  frequently  nec- 
essary for  him  to  renew,  as  the  reckless  enthusiasm  of  the  delegates  ran 
the  Association  beyond  its  means.  Had  President  Marks'  advice  been 
followed  from  the  start,  there  would  have  been  a  record  made  by  the 
new  department  even  more  glorious  than  that  we  have  to  describe,  and 
many  difficulties  which  arose  later  would  never  have  confronted  the 
Association-,  and  even  its  career  might  have  been  prolonged. 

The  payment  to  the  companies  of  appropriations  from  the  contract 
money  received  from  the  city  dated  from  the  clay  of  the  contract,  Dec. 
'5'   1 85 5 ,  and  these  funds  were  applied  at  once  to  the  rehabilitation  of 
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the  equipment.  The  contract  service  thus  started  off  with  the  apparatus 
in  first-class  order.  The  first  occasion  on  which  the  new  department 
made  a  public  appearance  as  a  body,  was  at  the  inauguration  of  the 
Jackson  Statue,  on  February  9,  1856.  The  statue  was  erected  in  honor 
of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and  Ben  Butler  had  not  at  that  time  dis- 
figured it  with  a  mendacious  inscription  making  it  appear  to  commem- 
orate a  very  different  sentiment.  Two  subjects  that  never  had  been 
adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  department  were  this  year  arranged  by 
James  Beggs  and  H.  P.  Jones,  who  as  members  of  the  Legislature 
secured  a  practical  exemption  of  firemen  from  jury  duty  and  obtained  a 
State  appropriation  to  the  department  of  $2,000,  for  which  they  received 
a  vote  of  thanks  from  their  fellow-members.  Insurance  company  taxes, 
which  heretofore  had  been  turned  over  to  the  individual  engine  compan- 
ies, were  now  transferred  to  the  F.  C.  A.  By  the  end  of  the  first  year 
under  the  contract,  the  Association  had  prospered  so  well,  that  although 
it  had  expended  on  the  contract  within  about  $4,000  of  its  receipts,  it  was 
able  to  show  unincumbered  property  and  investments  amounting  to 
nearly  $70,000.  The  next  year,  however,  was  that  of  the  panic  of  1857, 
and  President  Marks  felt  called  upon  to  warn  the  delegates  of  the  dan- 
ger of  excessive  relief  payments  and  heavy  demands  for  the  support  of 
companies  as  the  starting-point  of  financial  ruin,  in  view  of  the  probable 
interruption  of  ordinary  revenue,  and  offered  to  pledge  the  prosperity  of 
the  Association  if  it  would  stand  by  him  and  take  his  advice.  They  so 
far  supported  him  at  the  time  as  to  come  through  the  perilous  year  in  good 
shape.  In  1858  the  Insurance  Companies  won  a  suit  in  which  was  tested 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law  taxing  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fire 
Department.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  precedent  was  established 
which  was  usually  followed  thereafter,  of  electing  Isaac  N.  Marks  presi- 
dent by  acclamation,  an  honor  that  was  surely  due  to  a  candidate  who 
had  no  rivals. 

The  twenty-first  anniversary  parade  of  the  department  occurred 
March  4th,  1858,  and  the  occasion  was  improved  for  the  presentation  to 
President  Marks,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  the  Association  and  the 
City,  of  a  service  of  silver,  valued  at  nearly  $1000.  For  this  ceremony, 
the  companies  in  the  course  of  their  parade  went  to  Lafayette  Square 
and,  leaving  their  engines  outside,  the  men  filed  into  the  Square  and  sur- 
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rounded  a  platform  that  had  been  erected  in  the  centre  of  it,  where  they 
staked  their  flags  and  banners,  giving  the  platform  at  a  distance  the 
appearance  of  a  huge  bouquet.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  C. 
De  Choiseul,  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  on  behalf  of  the  De- 
partment. Mr.  De  Choiseul' s  remarks  and  Mr.  Marks'  reply  contain  so 
clear  a  statement  of  the  nature  and  the  then  condition  of  the  Fire 
Department,  that  they  are  appropriately  introduced  here  : 

Mr.  De  Choiseul  said,  in  part,  "Elected  for  three  successive  years 
to  preside  over  their  Association,  you  have  had  the  proud  satisfaction  of 
seeing  it  daily  increasing  in  usefulness  and  efficiency,  dispensing  on  the 
one  hand  protection  to  our  fellow-citizens  and  on  the  other  relief  to  the 
sick,  the  widows  and  the  orphans. 

"  When  the  misguided  efforts  of  rash  experimentalists  had  nearly 
succeeded  in  disbanding  this  department,  leaving  the  city  without  pro- 
tection against  fire,  and  the  hundreds  depending  on  us  for  support 
unprovided  for,  you  aided  us  in  battling  against  the  storm,  until  our 
Association  came  out  of  the  conflict  with  renewed  vigor  and  healthful- 
ness,  having  regained  the  only  power  it  ever  claimed — that  of  doing 
good.  For  you  see  before  you  no  holiday  soldiery,  decked  out  in  gay 
trappings,  to  follow  some  costly  pageantry  or  to  do  honor  to  some  small 
hero  of  to-day  ;  but  men  of  the  stout  heart  and  strong  arm,  ready  at  any 
moment  to  leave  the  pursuits  of  business  or  of  pleasure,  or  the  more 
endearing  joys  of  home,  to  fly  wherever  public  calamity  or  suffering 
humanity  demands  their  aid  ;  wherever  there  is  danger  to  encounter  or 
sorrow  to  share.  Night  may  cast  its  peaceful  shade  over  nature  when 
the  flower  folds  its  peaceful  petals  in  the  quiet  dell  and  the  bird  seeks  its 
leafy  haunts  ;  the  breeze  dies  away  with  the  retiring  sun,  and  the  bosom 
of  the  lake  is  unruffled  ;  even  man  retires  for  a  while  from  his  wearying 
toil  and  seeks  a  blessed  oblivion.  But  short  space  have  the  firemen  to 
indulge  in  such  relaxation.  Like  soldiers  on  the  advance  post  before  the 
enemy,  they  must  ever  sleep  on  their  arms,  ready  on  the  first  sound  of 
alarm  to  start  forward  to  meet  the  enemy.  And  well  do  they  discharge 
their  trust." 

In  the  course  of  his  response,  Mr.  Marks  said  : 

"  In  the  solemn  language  of  truth,  and  not  in  the  studied  or  set 
phrases  of  the  orator,  can  I  say  that  this  is  the  proudest  occasion  of  my 
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public  life.  To  be  made  the  honored  recipient  of  such  a  testimonial  as 
the  one  just  presented  to  me,  to  have  it  conveyed  in  language  so  flatter- 
ing, to  have  been  selected  from  among  you  for  so  distinguished  a  mark 
of  your  consideration,  is  as  grateful  to  my  feelings  as  is  the  high  compli- 
ment it  pays  undeserved.  In  reverting  to  the  period  of  my  first  con- 
nection with  you,  now  fifteen  years  ago,  and  contrasting  your  condition 
then  with  what  it  is  to-day,  my  bosom  swells  with  feelings  of  more  than 
ordinary  emotion.  And  whether  I  refer  to  your  organization  as  a  fire 
department,  or  as  a  charitable  association,  the  result  attained  by  our 
combined  efforts  is  alike  creditable  and  gratifying.  The  position  we 
occupy  to-day  is  one  of  which  we  may  justly  boast.  It  should  be  a 
source  of  gratification  and  pride  to  every  man  who  has  participated  in 
bringing  it  about,  that  it  has  been  his  good  fortune  in  having  been  an 
humble  instrument  in  contributing  to  it,  a  pride  not  to  be  awakened  that 
we  may  receive  the  applause  of  our  fellow-man  for  what  we  have  done, 
but  because  sound,  practical  results,  where  selfishness  has  had  no  agency, 
naturally  excite  and  arouse  pride. 

"  As  a  charitable  association,  composed  of  over  fifteen  hundred  mem- 
bers, the  Department  is  now  fully  carrying  out  the  benevolent  designs  of 
those  who  originated  it.  The  entire  Department,  which  is  virtually  but 
another  name  for  the  Association,  is  now  a  unit  in  feeling,  in  interest  and 
in  harmony,  and  enjoys  a  reputation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  wide- 
spread public  usefulness  and  high  character,  unsurpassed  by  any  similar 
organization  in  this  country.  Without  distinction  of  social  position,  or 
religious  education,  without  respect  to  political  affinities,  or  the  acci- 
dental place  of  birth,  its  members  stand  upon  a  common  platform, 
united  in  carrying  out  the  holiest  attributes  of  man's  nature. 

"  We  are  to-day  contributing  to  the  support  of  82  widows,  9  total 
orphans,  143  half  orphans,  and  5  old  and  indigent  exempt  firemen.  We 
are  expending  $7000  per  year,  in  cash  relief  alone,  in  this  branch  of  our 
charity.     Our  relief  expenditure  for  the  past  two  years  exceeds  $20,000. 

"  It  is  the  impression  with  many  that  the  change  in  the  position  of 
the  Fire  Department  toward  the  government  of  the  city  under  the  con- 
tract system  has  made  a  material  alteration  in  its  internal  organization. 
Such  is  not  the  case.  While  at  no  period  of  its  existence  has  the 
department  been  more  efficient  or  under  a  better  state  of  discipline  than 
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at  present,  still  its  internal  organization  is  materially  the  same.  And 
although  the  F.  C.  A.  as  the  contractors  with  the  city  receive  a  stipulated 
sum  per  annum  for  the  execution  of  the  contract,  the  firemen  are  still 
volunteers,  and  do  not  receive  one  cent  of  pay.  The  Chief  Engineer, 
the  two  Assistant  Engineers,  the  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  employees  of 
the  steam  engine  are  salaried.  All  others  are  unpaid.  The  money 
received  from  the  city  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  contract,  is  appro- 
priated to  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  department,  and  the  surplus 
(if  any)  is  used  in  sustaining  our  enlarged  and  liberal  system  of  relief 
and  charity. 

"  Apart  from  the  universally  acknowledged  services  of  the  depart- 
ment in  the  efficient  protection  of  life  and  property  in  our  midst,  it  will 
not  be  out  of  place  here  to  show  with  what  liberality  it  is  carrying  out  its 
contract  with  the  city,  to  establish  (what  is  certainly  very  unusual  in  con- 
tractors with  governments  of  any  kind),  the  fact  that  it  is  performing  much 
more  than  the  contract  demands.  Believing  that  the  proper  credit  has 
never  been  extended  to  the  Fire  Department  by  those  who  are  more 
directly  interested  in  its  labors  than  any  other  class  of  citizens,  and  with 
a  view  of  illustrating  the  very  high  importance  of  this  organization,  I 
have  prepared  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  fire  premiums  received  and 
fire  losses  paid,  during  the  past  two  years,  by  the  insurance  offices  doing 
business  in  our  city : — total  premiums  received,  $4,428,571;  amount  of 
losses  paid,  $1,432,664;  excess  of  premiums,  $2,995,906.  In  round 
figures,  three  millions  !  This  amount  would  have  been  increased,  could  I 
have  succeeded  in  obtaining  complete  returns  ;  but  it  is  startling  enough 
as  it  is.  What  do  you  think  of  this,  firemen  of  New  Orleans  ?  If  you 
make  no  money  for  yourselves,  or  if  the  little  you  do  make  is  a  source  of 
uneasiness  to  some  of  those  among  us,  who  bear  you  no  love,  and  if  those 
who  ought  to  be  the  first  to  liberally  acknowledge  your  services  never  do 
it,  save  through  the  forced  payment  of  a  tax  into  our  city  treasury — you 
at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  how  well  you  performed  your 
duty." 

John  F.  Gruber  had  succeeded  Alfred  Belanger  as  Chief  Engineer 
in  1858,  and  retained  that  office  for  three  years,  to  the  end  of  i860. 
His  first  annual  report  gave  the  strength  of  the  department  as  twenty- 
four  engine  companies  and  steam  engine,  numbering  a  total  of  1263  men, 
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or  six  companies  more  than  the  Association  was  called  upon  to  maintain 
under  the  contract  with  the  city.  The  following  passage  shows  that  the 
cry  for  adequate  water  supply  has  been  of  long  standing,  the  Chief 
Engineer  now  voicing  officially  what  the  separate  company  captains  had 
for  years  expressed  : — 

"  The  loss  from  fires  during  the  past  year  has  been  comparatively  small,  and  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  still  less  were  the  city  properly  supplied  with  water,  the  present  water  works  being  wholly 
inadequate  for  such  a  purpose— a  limited  supply  of  that  needful  element  only  being  obtainable  in  the 
very  centre  of  the  city  ;  thus  leaving  the  whole  of  the  Fourth  District,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Third,  and  the  whole  length  of  the  city  back  of  Rampart  Street,  without  the  proper  protection  against 
fire.  And  this,  Gentlemen,  on  the  very  banks  of  the  mighty  '  Father  of  Waters,'  which  threatens  us 
annually  with  inundation  !  In  alluding  to  this  matter,  I  do  not  wish  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the 
present  management  of  the  water  works,  and  am  even  willing  to  admit  that  recent  appearances  lead 
me  to  believe  that  they  have  finally  awakened  from  an  official  slumber  of  many  years'  duration." 

Vain  delusion  !  The  slumber  of  years  still  continues,  and  the  fol- 
lowing comment  of  the  present  Chief  Engineer  in  1895,  on  the  task  that 
was  before  the  Association  when  it  took  the  first  contract  in  1855,  is  as  to 
some  parts  of  the  city  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  forty  years  ago  : 

"  The  reader  would  not  suppose  that  the  path  of  the  fireman  was 
strewn  with  flowers,  for  after  the  contract  had  been  awarded  to  the 
Association  and  they  commenced  operations  then  it  was  found  that  they 
were  beset  with  difficulties  on  all  sides.  The  terrible  condition  of  the 
streets,  many  of  which  were  unpaved,  and  the  engines,  being  bogged  in 
mud-holes,  endeavoring  to  reach  the  scene  of  operation,  the  great  scarcity 
of  water,  and  the  character  of  buildings,  the  majority  of  which  were 
erected  of  frame  combustible  material,  entailed  great  hardships  and  diffi- 
culties upon  the  department.  Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  no 
property  holder  or  city  authority  ever  had  reason  to  complain  of  the 
work  of  the  fire  department.  These  difficulties  never  have  been  entirely 
overcome,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  city  to  extend  its  water 
mains  and  provide  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  extinguishment  of 
fires.  In  many  instances  the  daring  and  heroic  conduct  of  the  volunteer 
firemen  was  the  more  commendable  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  water,  and 
many  times'  the  lines  of  hose  had  to  be  dragged  into  the  very  teeth  or 
jaws  of  the  flames,  and  were  fought  back  inch  by  inch  until  subdued  by 
almost    superhuman    efforts.    This  state  of   affairs    unfortunately  has 
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always  continued  to  exist,  and  owing-  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  con- 
tinues to  exist  at  the  present  time.  In  many  parts  of  the  city,  where 
fires  occur,  lines  have  to  be  formed  from  one  engine  to  another,  reaching 
a  distance  of  from  2,000  to  3,000  feet  to  obtain  the  necessary  supply  of 
water.  It  does  seem  strange,  but  nevertheless  it  is  gospel  truth,  and 
very  surprising  to  the  uninitiated,  when  it  is  known  that  New  Orleans 
has  on  its  front  the  mighty  Mississippi  river  and  at  its  back  door  the 
enormous  Lake  Ponchartrain,  from  either  of  which  an  abundant  supply 
of  that  needful  element  could  be  easily  obtained.  Oh,  how  long,  how 
long  is  this  state  of  affairs  to  exist  !  " 

The  introduction  of  the  first  steam  fire  engine  into  the  department 
was  in  1855,  during  the  brief  interval  between  the  old  volunteer  system 
and  the  new  contract  system  of  that  year,  when  the  City  Council  and  the 
Underwriters  tried  to  run  the  department.  The  engine  was  the  "  Young 
America,"  one  of  the  early  pattern  built  by  Latta,  of  Cincinnati,  and  was 
purchased  by  the  Underwriters.  It  was  an  unfortunate  selection  with 
which  to  begin  the  introduction  of  a  type  of  engine  which,  time  out  of 
mind,  has  always  met  with  opposition  from  the  hand-engine  men. 
Although  Mr.  Marks,  as  soon  as  he  became  president  of  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association,  fought  persistently  for  the  introduction  of  steam 
engines,  the  men,  as  a  whole,  shared  the  traditional  repugnance  against 
believing  that  anything  was  better  than  the  good  old  engines  of  the  good 
old  days.  And  when  such  a  clumsy  affair  as  the  "Young  America" 
made  its  appearance  as  the  embodiment  of  all  the  excellences  of  the  new 
type  of  engine,  its  own  imperfections  were  added  to  the  grounds  of 
opposition  already  felt.  That  it  was  not  only  the  individual  firemen  who 
objected  to  the  "  Young  America,"  appears  from  the  following  extract 
from  the  Annual  Report  of  Chief  Engineer  John  F.  Gruber  for  1858, 
dated  January  4,  1859  : 

"The  house  for  Steam  Engine  'Young  America,'  for  which  the 
Common  Council  appropriated  one  thousand  dollars,  has  been  completed 
at  an  expense  of  twenty-one  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty-five 
cents,  showing  a  balance  of  eleven  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and 
sixty-five  cents  advanced  by  the  contractor  for  that  purpose  alone.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  your  Honorable  Committee  the  propriety 
of  causing  said  amount  to  be  reimbursed.     And,  while  on  this  subject,  1 
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may  be  permitted  to  state  that  that  costly  and  expensive  piece  of  machin- 
ery has,  in  my  opinion,  totally  failed  to  perform  anything  like  proportion- 
ate service  to  the  amount  of  money  annually  expended  on  it  by  the 
contractor,  say  six  thousand  dollars.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that,  when 
once  at  work,  its  performances  are  excellent  and  lasting,  but  the  oppor- 
tunities to  get  it  to  work  are  '  few  and  far  between.'  The  whole  appara- 
tus is  too  heavy,  its  weight  being  over  eighteen  thousand  pounds, 
together  with  the  alluvial  state  of  our  soil  and  the  bad  state  of  our  streets, 
it  may  readily  be  judged  with  what  dispatch,  if  at  all,  it  can  be  brought 
to  a  conflagration.  In  case  of  its  safe  arrival  at  a  fire,  we  have,  through- 
out the  whole  city,  sixteen  hydrants  calculated  to  afford  a  proper  supply 
of  water  for  the  same,  and  if  among  the  shipping,  but  few  wharves  are 
able  to  sustain  themselves  under  its  crushing  weight;  and  should  they 
really  prove  adequate  for  the  task,  during  several  months  of  the  year  the 
low  stage  of  the  river  prevents  us  from  drawing  water,  the  distance  being 
too  great.  These,  Gentlemen,  are  the  principal  reasons  why  the  sanguine 
anticipations  of  the  original  advocates  of  this  great  '  Fire  Annihilator' 
have  not  been  realized,  and  were  it  not  for  the  promptness  of  the  hand 
engines,  and  the  fact  that  there  are  six  more  in  service  than  contemplated 
in  the  ordinance,  the  fallacy  of  their  hopes  would  have  been  sadly  illus- 
trated in  various  instances  ere  this." 

The  sixteen  fire  plugs  provided  for  the  use  of  this  steamer  were  put 
down  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  City  and  the  Underwriters,  and  the  en- 
gine itself  was  not  in  the  hands  of  any  regular  company  attached  to  the  de- 
partment, but  was  run  by  men  employed  for  the  purpose  by  the  Board  of 
Underwriters.  The  report  of  Chief  Gruber  seems  to  have  settled  the  fate 
of  the  "  Young  America,"  for  she  was  abandoned  that  same  year,  and  a 
new  steamer,  the  "  John  Adams,"  was  brought  in  to  take  her  place. 
This  engine  was  constructed  for  the  Underwriters  under  the  supervision 
of  their  inspector,  John  Adams,  in  order  to  produce  a  machine  better 
adapted  to  the  conditions  here,  and  it  was  named  after  the  Inspector. 
It  was  manfactured  in  New  Orleans,  and  its  good  work  was  a  source  of 
local  pride.  The  weight  of  this  engine  was  fully  9,000  pounds,  but  it 
proved  a  valuable  adjunct  to  the  department,  continuing  in  service  until 
the  later  improved  and  lighter  engines  were  introduced  by  the  F.  C.  A. 
in  the  service  of  Louisiana  Hose  and  Volunteer  No.  1.    It  required  all  the 
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merits  of  the  later  and  better  engines  to  overcome  the  opposition  of  the 
men,  and  often,  in  actual  service,  hand  engines  were  put  against  the 
steamers  in  competition  with  them,  and  the  men  would  work  upon  the 
brakes  until  they  were  completely  exhausted,  endeavoring  to  out-do  the 
automatic  innovators  in  their  time-honored  field  of  duty. 

This  feeling  did  not  exist  any  great  length  of  time,  as  the  more  en- 
thusiastic volunteer  firemen  soon  became  convinced  that  it  was  useless  to 
attempt  to  compare  manual  labor  with  that  of  steam.  The  result  was  in- 
troduction of  the  steam  engine  into  six  more  of  the  companies  in  an  in- 
credibly short  time.  Many  of  the  lovers  of  the  old  hand  engine  continued 
their  fight  and  several  companies  when  offered  steam  engines  in  their 
places  positively  refused  the  acceptance  of  them.  But  the  advantages  of 
the  steam  engine,  particularly  in  the  cold  and  disagreeable  weather,  made  it- 
self so  apparent  to  those  most  inimical  to  the  system,  that  science  and 
improvement  soon  overcame  that  feeling  of  enmity,  and  the  department  was 
gradually  transformed  from  a  hand  engine  to  a  steam  engine  equipment. 
Louisiana  Hose  took  hold  of  the  new  machine  in  1855,  though  still  retain- 
ing its  designation  as  a  hose  company,  its  first  steamer  being  a  present 
from  the  Board  of  Underwriters.  Volunteer  No.  1  followed  next,  in  i860, 
when  it  acquired  a  Philadelphia  steamer,  and  Xos.  2,  7,  8  and  22  were 
transformed  into  steam  engine  companies  during  the  year  after.  In  1S73 
the  last  four  hand-engine  companies  concluded  to  drop  their  folly  and  ac- 
cept the  inevitable.  Thus,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1873,  Nos.  5,6,  13  and 
21  were  converted  into  regular  steam  engine  companies.  Milneburg  No. 
1,  located  at  Lake  Ponchartrain,  was  then  left  the  only  hand-engine  com- 
pany in  service,  and  it  continued  so  until  nearly  1889,  when  it,  too,  saw 
the  error  of  its  way  and  came  into  line  begging  for  a  steam  engine, 
although  the  hand  engine  was  still  retained  for  occasional  use.  Presi- 
dent Marks  said  on  this  point,  in  his  communication  for  1859,  referring  to 
the  public  demand  for  steamers,  in  case  a  new  contract  were  awarded  to 
the  F.  C.  A., 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  construction  of  a  new  contract  public  opinion  will  demand 
the  introduction  of  several  steam  engines.  Their  usefulness  and  adaptability  for  the  extinguishment 
of  fires  cannot  be  questioned.  The  Association  must  be  prepared  to  purchase  a  new  contract  (if 
they  determine  to  purchase)  with  this  important  change.  I  am  aware  that  an  opinion  prevails 
among  many  persons  in  our  city  that  there  is  a  decided  opposition  throughout  the  entire  department  to 
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the  introduction  of  steam  engines.  This  is  an  error  ;  I  am  satisfied  that  many  of  our  companies  are 
ready  and  willing  to  take  charge  of  steam  engines  of  proper  construction  and  adapted  to  our  pecul- 
iar city.  With  a  proper  supply  of  water  four  or  five  steam  engines  could  be  used  with  great  advant- 
age, not  only  to  our  city,  but  to  the  Department.  They  should  be  light,  simple  in  construction,  and 
not  too  expensive  in  value.  Such  a  piece  of  machinery  would  soon  become  as  great  a  source  of 
pride  to  a  company  as  a  hand  engine.  The  men  being  relieved  from  working  at  the  brakes  would  at 
a  fire  be  enabled  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  in  their  philanthropic  efforts  to  protect  life 
and  property.  In  a  climate  like  ours,  the  steam  engine  would  be  a  relief  and  an  advantage  to  the 
firemen — not  an  injury.  I  trust  that  the  question  of  the  introduction  of  steam  engine^  will  be  met  by 
the  Association  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  justice." 

That  Mr.  Marks  was  justified  in  promising  that  some  companies 
would  willingly  accept  the  improved  engines,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  And 
yet,  his  appeal  to  his  Association  above  is  just  a  little  like  a  case  of  a  far- 
seeing  and  progressive  President  pleading  with  the  Department  Philis- 
tines, wedded  to  the  old  way  of  doing  things.  But  the  glory  of  Mr. 
Marks's  successive  administrations  was  that,  having  many  ideas  in 
advance  of  his  colleagues,  he  presented  them  in  so  fair  and  strong  a  light 
as  to  bring  his  associates  to  agree  with  him.  A  second  great  advance  in 
equipment  in  1858  was  the  complete  supply  of  Grenoble  hose  with  which 
the  companies  were  fitted  out.  Thus  did  the  Association  more  than  keep 
its  faith  with  the  city,  and  furnished  improved  apparatus  with  far  greater 
promptitude  than  did  ever  a  City  Council  before  or  since. 

Early  in  1859  several  victims  of  the  fatality  of  fire  service  were 
added  to  the  list  of  fire  department  martyrs.  There  was  a  ship  fire  on 
the  morning  of  February  22,  involving  the  Marion  Adelaide,  lying  at  the 
foot  of  Race  Street  Perseverance  No.  13  was  stationed  near  the  edge  of 
the  wharf,  so  as  to  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  burning  ship,  which  lay 
in  a  "tier,"  the  second  from  the  wharf.  One  of  the  members,  Michael 
Gabb,  while  attending  to  the  suction  pipe,  fell  through  a  hole  in  the  wharf, 
and  came  near  to  drowning,  but  was  rescued.  Going  back  to  the  engine 
house  on  Perdido  Street,  he  changed  his  wet  garments  for  dry,  and  seem- 
ingly governed  by  the  fate  that  dooms  heroes  to  destruction,  pluckily  re- 
turned to  his  duty  at  the  wharf.  There  for  the  second  time  he  fell 
through  the  same  hole  in  the  wharf,  and  this  time  was  drowned,  and  was 
sadly  carried  home  by  his  sorrowing  comrades, — a  sad  return,  for  it  was 
the  custom  to  return  from  a  fire  singing  merrily.  At  the  same  fire,  a  stag- 
ing laid  from  the  burning  ship  to  the  next  one  was  upset,  and  of  the  men 
thus  thrown  into  the  water  and  drowned  one  was  a  fireman — C.  Hem- 
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schenmeier,  of  Volunteer  No.  i.  The  next  day,  the  two  firemen  were 
brought  together  at  No.  13's  house,  and  thence  accompanied  to  the 
Cypress  Grove  Cemetery  by  the  representatives  of  the  whole  depart- 
ment. Only  one  week  later  the  city  press  was  called  on  to  chronicle  the 
death  of  another  brave  man,  Joseph  Ross,  Foreman  of  Truck  2,  who  was 
injured  at  a  fire  on  Bienville  Street  on  the  10th  of  February.  His  fun- 
eral was  a  most  impressive  one,  calling'  forth  not  only  the  Fire  De- 
partment, but  also  the  Washington  Artillery,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
The  funeral  took  place  from  the  military  arsenal,  where  the  bod)-  had 
lain  in  state. 

There  were  two  severe  cotton  fires  in  April,  1859,  'n  one  °f  which  a 
number  of  firemen  were  seriously  injured.  The  first  occurred  on  the 
morning  of  April  1,  breaking  out  in  the  Planters'  Cotton  Press,  on  An- 
nunciation Street.  The  supply  of  water  being  short,  the  fire  soon  involved 
the  entire  square,  and  resulted  in  a  loss  estimated  at  $250,000.  The  walls 
of  the  press  on  Richard  Street  fell  while  Philadelphia  No.  14  was  working 
vigorously  beneath  it.  The  engine  barely  escaped  wrecking,  and  Fred- 
erick Barrett,  Phillip  McCabe  and  David  Farrier,  all  of  No.  14  ;  and  Lolo 
Danway,  of  Hope  H.  &  L.  No.  3,  had  limbs  broken  or  severely  bruised 
under  the  falling  masonry.  At  this  fire,  the  new  steamer,  "John  Adams," 
was  credited  with  its  most  significantly  useful  work  since  it  went  into  ser- 
vice, relieving  the  hand-engine  men  of  some  of  the  continuous  pumping 
necessary  at  all  cotton  fires,  where  the  mere  labor  of  extinguishing  the 
flames  was  always  long  and  exhausting. 

Four  days  later,  on  April  5,  a  fire  originating  in  a  shanty  in  the 
square  fronting  on  Montegut  Street,  between  Greatman  and  Craps,  was 
carried  by  the  wind  into  the  loose  cotton  of  the  Lower  Cotton  Press,  and 
in  a  very  brief  time  there  was  a  conflagration  which  involved  four  entire 
squares.  Cotton  presses  and  pickeries  went  down  before  it,  in  spite  of  all 
the  firemen  could  do  with  the  very  limited  supply  of  water  at  their  disposal, 
and  they  did  their  best  work  in  limiting  it  to  the  squares  at  first  involved. 
The  loss  was  placed  at  nearly  one  million  dollars. 

At  one  time,  early  in  the  history  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  insist  that  all  members  of  companies  should  join  the  Association, 
in  order  to  contribute  their  share  towards  the  benefits  paid  out  by  its 
benevolent  committees.     Later,  when  the  funds  for  this  purpose  had  ac- 
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cumulated  and  there  were  many  exemptions  for  the  firemen,  the  difficulty 
was  to  limit  the  membership  in  the  Association,  which  became  crowded 
with  new  men  who  had  not  been  contributing  during  all  these  years. 
The  admission  of  324  new  members  in  1859  drew  attention  to  this  abuse, 
and  thereafter  only  fifty  members  from  each  company  could  become  mem- 
bers of  the  F.  C.  A.  President  Marks  urged  the  companies  to  limit  their 
individual  memberships  to  fifty,  as  no  company  needed  more  (though 
there  were  nine  companies  that  exceeded  this  number,  one  of  them 
having  as  many  as  82).  He  pointed  out,  moreover,  that  the  Legislature 
was  likely  to  withdraw  the  jury  exemption  if  the  department  thus 
abused  the  privilege,  as  it  was  not  possible  that  the  Fire  Department 
would  be  permitted  to  absorb  the  entire  jury  material  of  the  city. 
All  the  renewals  of  company  charters  issued  after  that  date  limited  the 
membership  to  fifty  men. 

Two  important  matters  took  shape  during  1859.  A  long  contro- 
versy had  been  carried  on  between  the  Association  and  the  City,  as  to 
putting  the  engine  houses  in  the  good  order  which  it  was  a  part  of  the 
original  1855  contract  should  be  done  before  the  Association  receipted  for 
the  same  as  being  in  good  order.  The  City  Council  finally  appropriated 
$9,109  :  the  Association  spent  on  repairs  $250  beyond  that  amount,  and 
only  then  receipted  for  the  houses. 

In  this  year  also  the  fire  alarm'  telegraph,  for  which  the  Council  had 
made  a  liberal  appropriation,  was  put  under  construction,  with  a  prospect 
of  being  completed  early  in  the  year  following  (as  it  was),  thus  relieving 
the  Department  of  one  of  the  most  serious  disadvantages  under  which  it 
had  labored,  the  want  of  timely  alarms  in  case  of  fire.  This  improvement 
had  been  urged  by  Chief  Engineer  Gruber,  not  only  for  its  usefulness, 
but  because  of  the  impropriety  of  a  great  city's  depending  on  the  gracious 
permission  of  a  clergyman  (Rev.  Father  Mullen,  of  St.  Patrick's  Church) 
to  have  the  alarm  sounded  from  his  belfry,  oivingr  strangers  access  to  the 
church,  day  and  night,  and  often  disturbing  the  services  to  notify  the  de- 
partment of  a  fire.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Father  Mullen  was  passed  when 
the  electric  signals  superseded  the  belfry  alarm. 

Considerable  curious  interest  was  manifested  all  over  the  city  when 
the  new  Gamewell  alarm  system  was  finally  installed  and  declared  ready 
for  operation.      The  system  had  been  elaborately  explained  for  weeks 
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beforehand,  in  the  daily  papers,  the  methods  of  working  it,  and  the  loca- 
tion and  meaning  of  the  signals,  in  terms  unnecessary  now,  but  new  and 
strange  a  generation  ago.  It  was  announced  by  Superintendent  Hebert 
that  the  system  would  go  into  operation  at  noon  on  Thursday,  June  14th, 
and  the  entire  population  was  on  the  qui  v/zv  for  the  first  electrical  alarm. 
Some  of  the  old  firemen,  who  had  a  fancy  for  putting  any  new  device  to 
its  trumps,  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  a  competition  between  the 
telegraph  and  the  old-time  bell  in  St.  Patrick's  ;  but  the  premature  publi- 
cation of  their  design  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
authorities,  and  through  President  Marks  they  notified  the  men  that  to 
use  the  old  bell  alarm  would  be  a  violation  of  the  ordinance  establishing 
the  telegraph  system,  and  the  bell-ringers  were  ordered  by  Chief  Belanger 
to  "  vamose  the  ranch,"  as  the  contemporary  press  put  it.  The  operators 
of  the  telegraph  alarm  were  keenly  alive  to  the  importance  of  making  a 
good  impression  at  the  first  opportunity,  and  if  ever  a  conflagration  was 
earnestly  longed  for  it  was  in  New  Orleans  all  through  that  14th  of  June. 
But  nothing  occurred  to  satisfy  the  general  desire  until  2  :  29  on  Friday 
afternoon,  June  15th,  when  an  alarm  reached  the  central  office  from  Box 
No.  2  in  the  Third  District,  at  Henderson  and  Levee  Streets;  the  keys 
were  moved,  the  crank  turned,  and  in  less  than  no  time  seven  fire  bells 
and  the  gongs  in  every  engine  house  told  where  the  fire  was.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  companies,  as  well  as  the  new  system,  were  on  their  mettle, 
and  probably  no  alarm  that  ever  was  sounded  in  the  city  was  more 
promptly  responded  to  than  was  that  one  by  the  men  whose  attention 
had  been  on  the  strain  awaiting  it  for  twenty-six  hours  and  a  half.  The 
success  was  complete  ;  the  telegraph  system  had  justified  its  introduction, 
and  the  companies  had  demonstrated  their  ability  to  rise  to  the  new 
opportunities  which  this  modern  invention  was  about  to  open  to  them. 

The  year  i860  was  full  of  incident  in  department  matters.  The 
original  contract  with  the  city  expiring  with  this  year,  a  new  contract  was 
adjudicated  to  the  F.  C.  A.  for  five  years  from  December  15,  at  $90,000 
per  annum,  the  contract  calling  for  the  maintenance  of  fourteen  hand- 
engine  companies,  five  steam  engines  and  four  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies, with  a  minimum  of  700  men.  The  Association  figured  the 
amount  at  bare  cost  of  service,  with  proper  support  of  the  department 
widows  and  orphans.  • 
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On  April  12,  the  birthday  of  the  great  Whig  statesman,  the  Fire 
Department  turned  out  914  strong  in  honor  of  the  unveiling  of  the  statue 
to  Henry  Clay,  which  stood  unmoved  for  five  and  thirty  years,  until  it 
was  temporarily  dismounted  during  the  winter  of  1895  from  the  pedestal 
whence  it  had  been  the  silent  witness  of  so  many  significant  events  in  the 
history  of  New  Orleans.  On  this  occasion,  in  view  of  the  numerous  other 
organizations  participating,  the  department  left  their  engines  at  home  and 
turned  out  only  with  flags,  banners  and  music. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  i860  there  occurred  one  of  those  shocking 
tragedies  which  fire  departments  everywhere  must  expect  as  an  inevit- 
able feature  of  their  careers,  and  of  which  the  New  Orleans  Fire 
Department  has  always  had  its  share,  proportioned  to  the  daring  and 
courage  of  its  members  in  dangerous  service.  The  quarterly  report 
rendered  by  Vice-President  Joseph  P.  Hornor,  on  October  8,  gives  some 
account  of  this  tragedy  and  its  victims  : 

"  Early  in  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  September  last,  a  large  and  dis- 
astrous conflagration  took  place  in  our  midst,  which  has  not  only  filled 
the  hearts  of  every  member  of  this  Association  with  gloom,  but  has  cast 
a  veil  of  sorrow  over  our  whole  city.  The  fire  broke  out  in  a  warehouse 
on  Tchoupitoulas  Street,  near  Lafayette,  occupied,  I  believe,  by  Messrs. 
E.  J.  Hart  &  Co.  The  fire  department,  with  their  usual  alacrity,  were 
early  on  the  ground  and  were  manfully  engaged  in  combatting  the  flames, 
but,  alas  !  not  with  its  usual  impunity.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  de- 
partment were  hard  at  work,  both  in  and  on  the  building  adjoining  the 
one  on  fire  ;  but  with  their  usual  daring  endeavoring  to  approach  still 
nearer  the  enemy  itself ;  when  in  a  moment,  totally  unexpected  and  with- 
out the  slightest  warning,  the  wall  of  the  building  which  was  burning, 
and  which  considerably  overtopped  the  one  adjoining,  fell  with  an  awful 
crash  upon  many  of  the  bravest  and  most  faithful  spirits  that  belong  to 
our  self-sacrificing  Association.  I  believe  that  as  many  as  thirteen  or 
fourteen  souls  perished  in  that  awful  fall,  and  as  man}-  more  perhaps  were 
badly  wounded.  Among  those  who  perished  four  were  members  of  this 
Association,  and  one  would  probably  have  been  in  a  short  time  ;  it  is  of 
these  I  wish  to  speak.  Theodore  1.  Bartelson,  A.  B.  Strawbridge  and 
Walter  Clayton,  of  American  Hook  and  Ladder  Fire  Company  ;  Alfred 
Cornu,  of  Pelican  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  4;  Alfred  Delalondre, 
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volunteer  member  of  the  same  company,  have  died,  as  heroes  die,  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty." 

The  close  of  i860  was  a  significant  period  in  the  history  of  the  Associ- 
ation, ending  as  it  did  the  first  five  years  of  the  contract  system,  and 
opening  the  vista  of  the  second.  President  Marks,  commenting  on  this 
said  : 

"Five  years  ago  we  entered  upon  the  execution  of  the  fire  contract  with  the  city,  entertaining 
great  doubt  as  to  its  practicability  and  of  its  ultimate  result.  Forced  upon  us  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
case,  we  reluctantly  consented  to  change  a  system  which  had  its  origin  in  the  creation  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  which  was  endeared  to  us  by  so  many  pleasant  associations  and  by  long  years  of  useful 
and  uninterrupted  service.  As  we  progressed  in  the  work  which  we  had  bound  ourselves  to  perform, 
all  doubt  and  mistrust  were  soon  dissipated  ;  and  standing  together  firm  and  reliant  in  the  consumma- 
tion of  our  purpose,  we  had  (on  the  15th  of  December,  i860)  the  proud  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  result  of  our  combined  labor  was  a  complete  success.  Not  only  had  we  faithfully  executed  the 
contract  with  the  government  of  the  city;  not  only  had  we  given  efficient  protection  to  the  lives  and 
property  of  our  fellow-citizens  ;  not  only  had  we  maintained  untarnished  our  own  reputation  and  pre- 
served each  of  the  separate  organizations  with  which  we  had  entered  the  service  ;  but  we  sustained  a 
relief  system  unsurpassed  in  its  munificence  by  any  similar  organization  in  this  country." 

The  tables  accompanying  this  report  showed  that  in  the  five  years  of 
the  contract  the  Association  had  received  from  the  city  (outside  of  its 
independent  sources  of  income)  in  round  figures,  $364,000  ;  had  disbursed 
for  fire  account,  $200,000;  for  sundry  expenses  and  equipment  $100,000; 
had  invested  $65,000;  and  had  paid  out  in  general  relief  $18,000  and  to 
widows  and  orphans  $37,000. 

The  new  contract  with  the  city  had  been  adjudicated  some  months 
previously,  and  though  the  old  account  expired  on  December  15,  1S60, 
the  settlement  of  it  with  the  city  had  been  postponed  by  the  public  excite- 
ment over  the  significant  fall  elections  of  that  pregnant  year.  With  the 
opening  of  1861,  the  war-cloud  was  already  in  the  sky,  considerably  big- 
ger than  a  "  man's  hand  "  and  rapidly  growing.  The  Fire  Department 
felt  quickly  the  pulsations  of  the  war  sentiment,  as  the  following  resolu- 
tions, adopted  January  1,  1861,  will  show: 

IVhereas,  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  country  directs  every- 
one stringently  to  adhere  to  the  first  principle  of  nature,  self-preserva- 
tion ;  and 

Whereas,  we  have  annually  expended  thousands  of  dollars  in  the 
purchase  of  machinery  and  implements  necessary  to  the  execution  of  our 
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duties,  in  northern  states  directly  antagonistic  to  the  encouragement  of 
home  industry  and  domestic  manufacture  ;  and 

Whereas,  it  would  be  injurious  to  our  future  existence  and  indepen- 
dence, to  pursue  our  former  course  of  folly  in  patronizing  people  directly 
or  indirectly  hostile  to  our  institutions,  manners  and  homes;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  this  Department  be  and  hereby  are  urgently  requested  to  have  all 
hose,  engines,  hooks  and  ladders,  in  fact  all  our  various  kinds  of  fire 
apparatus,  consistent  with  their  duties  as  custodians  of  our  treasury, 
made  and  manufactured  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line. 

Resolved,  that  the  Chief  Engineer  be,  and  is  hereby,  requested,  to  ob- 
tain the  necessary  information  regarding  southern  manufactories,  and 
open  correspondence  with  them  ;  and 

Resolved,  that,  to  more  effectually  attain  that  object,  copies  of  this 
preamble  and  resolutions  shall  be  sent  by  the  secretary  to  every  Depart- 
ment known  to  us  in  the  South. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  plan  was  submitted  and  adopted  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Fire  Department  into  a  military  body.  The  twenty- 
four  engine  companies  were  to  be  armed  and  equipped  as  militia  for 
service  as  such  in  the  city,  at  the  call  of  the  Mayor  or  the  Governor. 
Each  fire  company  was  to  be  organized  as  a  light  infantry  company,  to 
be  uniformed  as  zouaves,  and  the  battalion  was  to  be  known  as  the  Fire 
Brigade.  A  Military  Board  was  appointed  within  the  Association,  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  L.  F.  Bakewell,  E.  P.  Rareshide,  C.  de  Choiseul, 
Louis  Power  and  Paul  W.  Collins.  By  April  8th,  the  organization  had 
progressed  so  far  that  the  President  of  the  Association  was  authorized 
and  requested  to  tender  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  the  services  of  the 
firemen  for  the  protection  of  the  city,  and  to  request  that  arms  be  furnished 
them  for  the  purpose. 

The  exigencies  of  the  situation  did  not  call  for  more  decided  action 
than  these  precautionary  preparations  until  later  in  the  year.  Mean- 
while, of  course  from  the  ranks  of  the  firemen,  as  from  those  of  every 
class  in  the  entire  South,  individual  members  in  large  numbers  enlisted 
in  the  army  and  left  New  Orleans  for  the  seat  of  war.  The  company 
records  contain  many  such  entries  as  the  following,  taken  from  the 
minutes  of  Hope  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3: 


DAVID  BRADBURY,  Chief  Engineer,  1861-1863. 
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"  May  1st,  1 86 1.  Resolved,  that  all  members  of  this  Company  who 
have  or  may  hereafter  enroll  themselves  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  be  exempt  from  all  fines  and  dues  during  their  absence." 

In  the  fall  the  following  communication  was  sent  to  the  Governor 
by  David  Bradbury,  who  at  the  beginning  of  1861  had  begun  his  three 
years'  term  as  Chief  Engineer: 

Office  of  Chief  Engineer,  Fire  Department , 

New  Orleans,  Oct.  8th,  1 86 1 . 

To  His  Excellency.  Thomas  O.  Moore, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Sir  ■  The  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  having  already  furnished  a  large  percent- 
age of  its  members  for  active  service  in  the  field,  is  now  organizing  the  remaining  force  for  home 
protection.  Having  enjoyed  for  many  years  the  kind  privileges  conferred  upon  them  by  the  State 
(exemption  from  military  duty),  its  members,  now  animated  equally  by  partiotism  and  gratitude,  are 
anxious,  even  while  continuing  their  self-sacrificing  duties  as  firemen,  to  assume  as  fully  as  existing 
circumstances  will  permit,  the  now  more  important  character  of  the  soldier.  The  contract  existing 
between  the  City  of  New  Orleans  and  the  Department  (under  heavy  bonds)  must  of  course  be  faith- 
fully executed.  The  duties  to  be  discharged  necessarily  confine  its  members  to  the  City — at  least  a 
sufficient  portion  of  the  force  to  protect  the  city  from  conflagration.  Therefore,  as  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Department,  while  asking  that  its  legally  elected  military  officers  be  duly  commissioned  and  its 
members  subjected  to  the  laws  and  regulations  governing  military  organizations,  I  request  also  that 
Your  Excellency  will  (in  the  exercise  of  a  wise  discretion)  exempt  them  from  camp  or  garrison  duty, 
relying  upon  them,  in  the  event  of  invasion  or  other  serious  exigency,  to  obey  any  orders  emanating 
from  the  military  authorities.    I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servant. 

D.  Bradbury,  Chief  Engineer. 

To  this  communication  Adjutant  General  M.  Grivot  responded, 
granting  executive  permission  for  the  Department  to  organize  for  military 
purposes  and  exempting  the  members  from  camp  or  garrison  duty  ;  each 
captain  to  give  to  each  member  a  certificate  of  membership,  and  these 
certificates  to  be  given  only  to  those  who  had  become  members  of  the 
Department  on  or  before  the  previous  15th  of  September.  This  pro- 
vision was  inserted  at  the  suggestion  of  the  officers  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  lest 
there  be  a  sudden  and  unwelcome  accession  of  membership  in  the  Fire 
Department  of  those  who  desired  by  this  means  to  avoid  military  service 
elsewhere  than  in  the  city.  The  companies  thus  organized  were  kept  in 
service  and  ready  for  military  duty  until  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans  to 
the  Federal  forces.  The  records  of  the  companies,  and  those  of  the 
F.  C.  A.  contained  many  resolutions  in  recognition  of  the  death  and  ser- 
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vices  of  members  who  had  given  up  their  lives  on  the  field  of  battle, 
during  the  ensuing  four  years.  Not  only  did  the  Department  continue 
its  regular  service  and  put  itself  in  readiness  for  military  duty,  but  also  it 
furnished  the  military  authorities  with  such  protection  from  fire  as  was 
needed  for  the  forts  and  supply  depots.  Among  others,  engines  were 
sent  for  duty  to  the  Phoenix  Foundry  at  Gretna,  to  Fort  Jackson,  to 
Fort  St. Philip,  and  other  points  as  indicated  by  the  military  commanders. 

The  serious  mood  inspired  by  the  rapidly  extending  activity  of  the 
war  led  President  Marks,  in  his  annual  communication  in  January,  1862, 
to  make  the  following  recommendation  : 

"  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  strongly  urge  upon  the  delegates  the  propriety 
of  recommending  to  their  respective  companies  the  policy  of  omitting  the 
usual  celebration  of  the  ensuino-  fourth  of  March.  When  we  remember 
the  disturbed  condition  of  our  country,  struggling  as  it  is  for  liberty,  and 
a  national  existence;  when  we  call  to  mind  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
our  brothers  are  absent  from  us,  imperilling  their  lives  for  that  country  ; 
when  we  know  that  our  entire  organization  at  home  are  enrolled  and 
cheerfully  performing  military  duty,  in  order  to  prepare  themselves  to  do 
battle  if  necessary  in  defence  of  our  homes,  our  firesides,  and  all  that  we 
hold  dear  upon  earth  ;  we  cannot  but  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  this  is 
no  period  for  a  jubilee.  When  we  shall  have  attained  our  liberties; 
when  our  struggling  country  shall  have  taken  her  recognized  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ;  when  peace  shall  have  been  declared 
and  our  absent  brothers  shall  have  returned  to  us  ;  then  let  us  unite  in  a 
celebration  the  splendors  of  which  shall  cause  all  predecessors  to  sink 
into  insignificance.  Until  then,  we  have  nothing  to  be  joyous  over.  I 
will  further  suggest  that  if  the  Department  determine  not  to  celebrate 
their  anniversary,  that  each  company  appropriate  at  least  a  portion  of 
the  amount  usually  expended  by  it  to  the  support  of  that  excellent  insti- 
tution, the  Free  Market,  through  which  many  of  our  absent  brothers  are 
now  receiving  aid.     Let  us  extend  relief  to  those  who  are  assisting  ours." 

This  obviously  proper  advice  was  immediately  heeded  by  the  com- 
panies, and  there  was  not  another  Fourth  of  March  parade  held  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  suggestion,  too,  of  contributing  to  the 
Free  Market  was  generously  responded  to,  the  companies  appropriating 
at  various  times  sums  of  $100  or  more  apiece. 
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As  the  war  progressed,  and  New  Orleans  finally  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Federal  forces,  in  1862,  the  Fire  Department  was  confronted  with 
a  crisis  that  was  probably  unique  in  the  experience  of  fire  departments 
the  world  over.  With  this  event,  the  City  of  New  Orleans  passed,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  under  the  never-to-be-forgotten  rule  of  General  Benjamin 
F.  Butler.  In  taking  command,  General  Butler  published  an  order 
announcing  his  purposes  concerning  the  administration  of  the  city,  in 
which  he  said:  "The  various  companies  composing  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  New  Orleans  will  be  permitted  to  retain  their  organizations,  and 
are  to  report  to  the  office  of  the  Provost  Marshal,  so  that  the)'  ma)'  be 
known  and  not  interfered  with  in  their  duties."  But  this  did  not  exempt 
the  members  of  the  department  from  the  provisions  of  another  order, 
requiring  all  citizens  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
or  to  be  regarded  as  enemies  and  dealt  with  accordingly.  To  avoid  this 
necessity,  man}-  citizens  left  the  city.  But  this  course  was  not  open  to 
the  firemen  unless  they  were  willing  to  prove  recreant  to  their  trust  and 
abandon  their  city  to  the  risk  of  fire.  Organized  and  well-known,  the 
firemen  were  conspicuous  in  the  city,  and  there  were  many  self-seeking 
persons  about,  spies,  informers,  and  evil-minded,  who  were  quite  reach', 
either  to  "  get  even  "  with  somebody  or  to  curry  favor  for  themselves,  to 
make  the  lying  charge  that  the  firemen  were  using  their  organizations 
for  purposes  antagonistic  to  the  military  authorities  then  in  power.  It 
was  a  very  delicate  and  a  very  dangerous  situation,  and  yet  the  sense  ot 
duty  as  firemen  kept  the  members  at  their  work.  But  something  had  to 
be  done.  President  Marks  knew  that  the  firemen  would  not  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  ;  and  it  fell  upon  him  to  devise  a  way  by  which,  while 
avoiding  this  necessity,  they  might  remain  at  their  task  of  protecting  the 
city. 

His  plan  was  a  very  simple  one — it  was  for  the  firemen  to  receive 
permission  to  remain  neutral,  and  in  consideration  of  that  privilege  they 
would  keep  the  city  from  burning  up.  When  he  announced  his  plan  his 
friends  laughed  at  him.  Here  was  a  conquered  city  in  the  hands  of  its 
conqueror,  and  that  conqueror  a  no  less  arbitrary  man  than  the  famous 
Ben  Butler  himself;  and  it  was  deliberately  proposed  that  this  tyrannical 
regulator  be  requested  to  exempt  from  his  orders  a  body  of  one  thousand 
or  more  organized  men,  leaving  them  neutral  on  the  express  ground  that 
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they  positively  declined  to  subscribe  to  the  oath  of  allegiance.  And,  if 
anything  was  needed  to  make  the  proposition  more  audacious,  it  was 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  originator  and  proposer  of  the  plan,  and  the 
sponsor  for  the  men,  was  Isaac  N.  Marks,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 
Secession  Convention  and  known  to  be  an  active  Confederate.  Never- 
theless, Mr.  Marks  adhered  to  his  purpose,  fortified  by  the  consciousness 
(which  had  carried  him  through  many  another  crisis)  that  his  plan  had 
the  merit  of  common  sense.  He  went  straight  to  General  Shepley,  who 
was  Military  Governor  under  Butler,  and  offered  in  case  the  privilege  of 
neutrality  were  granted  to  the  firemen,  to  give  to  the  government  prop- 
erty the  same  protection  as,  under  the  contract,  they  were  bound  to  give 
to  the  city  property,  pledging  his  own  life  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  promise  and  for  the  faithful  keeping  of  the  oath  of  neutrality,  on 
behalf  of  his  men.  General  Shepley  thought  that  he  knew  his  superior 
pretty  well,  and  his  first  response  to  this  was,  "  General  Butler  will  never 
consent  to  this."  But  he  did  not  calculate  on  that  commander's  shrewd- 
ness which  always  took  into  consideration  the  question  of  expediency  in 
peculiar  cases,  as  this  case  certainly  was.  Under  the  persistent  and 
clearly  sincere  assurances  of  Mr.  Marks  that  this  was  the  only  way  in 
which  the  city  could  be  protected  from  fire,  Shepley  was  himself  con- 
vinced of  the  wisdom  of  the  plan,  and  when  he  finally  consented  to  lay  it 
before  General  Butler,  the  latter  surprised  him  with  the  promptness  of 
his  approval  of  it.  When  Mr.  Marks  went  to  General  Shepley  for  the 
form  of  parole  to  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  department,  the  latter 
said  to  him,  "  Draw  up  the  parole  yourself  ;  and  have  it  signed  and 
handed  in." 

This  was  an  act  of  consideration  for  which  the  firemen  were  directly 
indebted  to  the  impression  of  sincerity  which  Mr.  Marks  had  made  on 
the  military  authorities.  By  it,  they  were  relieved  entirely  of  the  odium 
of  having  a  paper  for  signature  thrust  at  them  by  their  enemies,  putting 
them  into  an  attitude  of  hostility  at  the  very  moment  when  they  were 
offering  their  continued  good  offices  in  a  public  service.  More  than 
ninety-five  per  cent  of  all  the  members  of  the  department  signed  this 
parole  and,  to  their  honor  be  it  recorded,  not  one  of  them  was  ever 
known  to  violate  it,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  unusual  privilege 
was  added  to  it  of  going  out  of  the  city  without  special  passport,  giving 
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to  the  firemen  an  exceptional  freedom  of  movement.  As  a  result  of  this 
wise  and  public-spirited  arrangement,  the  fire  service  of  the  city  was  per- 
formed as  uninterruptedly  as  if  there  had  been  no  war  and  no  military 
occupation,  there  were  no  collisions  between  the  firemen  and  the  troops, 
and  the  firemen  were  treated  with  the  consideration  the)  had  earned  by 
their  noble  conduct  in  a  trying  emergency.  The  opportunity  came  in 
time  for  the  firemen  to  reciprocate  this  consideration.  There  had  been 
other  fires  in  which  government  property  was  involved  before  ;  but  the 
most  notable  one  was  the  burning  of  a  building"  near  the  Montgomery 
warehouse  on  Fulton  Street  between  Julia  and  St.  Joseph,  which 
threatened  to  spread  to  the  warehouse,  in  which  there  was  stored  govern- 
ment property  valued  at  $2,000,000.  The  fire  was  one  that  taxed  the 
resources  of  the  department  to  the  utmost,  and  even  had  the  warehouse 
caught  fire,  no  one  could  have  laid  it  to  the  negligence  of  the  firemen. 
But  the  responsibility  of  proving  their  good  faith  seemed  to  spur  them 
on  to  heroic  efforts,  and  by  an  almost  superhuman  endeavor  they  suc- 
ceeded in  confining  the  conflagration  to  the  buildings  in  which  it  had 
originated,  saving  this  costly  mass  of  government  property  from  destruc- 
tion. So  impressed  was  General  Banks  (who  by  this  time  had  succeeded 
Butler  in  command)  that,  not  satisfied  with  merely  expressing  his  grati- 
fication at  it,  he  sent  his  personal  check  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association,  as  a  testimonial  of  his  appreciation  of  the  fidelity  with 
which  the  firemen  had  kept  their  pledge.  The  parole  signed  by  the  men 
was  as  follows  : — 

"  We,  the  President,  Directors,  and  Members  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  New 
Orleans,  do  hereby  give  our  parole  of  honor  that  we  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  our  duty  as  fire- 
men, as  we  have  heretofore  done  in  times  of  peace,  and  fulfill  our  contract  faithfully  with  the  City  of 
Xew  Orleans;  and  further,  we  give  our  parole  of  honor  that  we  will  not  afford  aid  or  comfort  or 
furnish  information  to  the  enemies  or  opposers  of  the  United  States.' 

It  will  be  anticipating  the  chronological  order  of  our  story  only  a 
little,  to  complete  the  record  of  the  contact  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  with  war 
conditions,  by  mentioning  two  other  incidents.  In  April,  1863,  the 
military  authorities  took  possession  of  a  portion  of  Cypress  Grove  Ceme- 
tery No.  2,  for  the  burial  of  United  States  soldiers.  This  ground  the 
authorities  improved  at  government  expense,  and  removed  to  it  the 
bodies  buried  in  sundry  other  places,  and  used  it  for  further  intombments 
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as  necessary.  The  regular  payment  was  made  to  the  F,  C.  A.  as  ordi- 
narily charged  for  such  purposes,  and  the  Association's  income  from  the 
United  States  Government  on  this  item  amounted  during  the  military 
occupation  of  New  Orleans  to  several  thousand  dollars. 

In  April,  1865,  there  was  a  military  draft  in  New  Orleans,  under  the 
supervision  of  Generals  Canby  and  Hurlbut,  it  being  assumed  that  all 
the  able-bodied  men  remaining  in  the  city  were  there  under  protection  of 
an  oath  of  allegiance  that  made  them  amenable  to  a  United  States  draft. 
But  to  include  the  fire  department  in  this,  would  have  been  under  their 
parole  a  clear  violation  of  the  compact  ;  consequently,  upon  representa- 
tions made  by  Chief  Engineer  Belanger  and  Vice-President  G.  \Y.  R. 
Bagley,  the  members  of  the  department  were  exempted  from  this  draft. 
At  the  same  time  the  Legislature  passed  a  resolution  exempting  from 
military  duty  the  fifty  oldest  members  of  each  company  in  the  department. 
Chief  Belanger  referred  to  this  episode  in  his  next  annual  report,  as 
follows  : — 

"  The  rolls  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45  years,  returned  to 
the  office  of  Col.  F.  A.  Starring,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  General,  Dept.  of  the  Gulf,  (under  a 
special  arrangement  entered  into  with  him)  on  the  tenth  of  November,  1864,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  Maj.  Gen.  E.  R.  S.  Canby,  Commanding  Military  Division  of  West  Mississippi,  dated  respec- 
tively October  23d  and  29th,  1864,  numbered  Exempt  Members,  1.042;  Active  Members,  347; 
Total,  1,389.  In  the  subsequent  draft  for  U.  S.  Military  service  which  took  place  in  March  last  appli- 
cation was  made  to  and  instructions  issued  from  Maj.  Gens.  Canby  and  S.  A.  Hurlbut  (the  latter 
then  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Gulf),  to  exempt  all  firemen  returned  as  such  on  the  rolls. 
Four  hundred  members,  drafted,  availed  themselves  of  this  privilege.  The  Association  should  ever 
hold  in  grateful  remembrance  these  two  distinguished  officers  for  this  signal  recognition  of  the 
important  services  rendered  by  the  Fire  Department  in  the  protection  of  public  and  private  property 
in  the  city  since  its  re-occupation  by  the  U.  S.  authorities  ;  and,  in  thus  referring  to  one  of  the  most 
exciting  occurrences  in  the  affairs  of  our  institution  last  year.  I  must  not  fail  to  acknowledge  the 
many  facilities  extended  to  our  large  body  of  men  by  the  courteous  officers  immediately  having  charge 
of  the  several  bureaux  of  enrollment,  in  complying  with  the  requisite  formalities,  etc." 

The  department  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death,  on  December 
Uth,  1*63,  of  M.  J.  Buckley,  who  only  three  months  before  had  been  by 
acclamation  elected  1st  Assistant  of  Orleans  No.  21,  and  only  four  days 
previously  had  been  returned  to  represent  his  company  in  the  F.  C.  A. 
The  fire  occurred  on  the  New  Levee,  between  Gravier  and  Natchez 
Alley.  In  the  venturesome  daring  which  was  called  for  in  the  discharge 
of  his  perilous  duty,  Buckley  was  crushed  by  the  falling  of  a  wall.  He 


NE IV  c  1RLE.  I YS  FfRE  DEPA  R  I'M  EXT. 


'73 


had  been  a  member  of  the  department  only  a  short  time,  having  been 
admitted  in  July,  1N61  ;  but  he  had  made  his  mark  so  quickly  as  to  have 
been  made  a  delegate  to  the  F.  C.  A.  in  December  of  the  same  year, 
and  other  promotion  came  to  him  rapidly,  until  his  untimely  death  cut 
short  a  career  full  of  promise. 

In  1S64  the  Association  had  an  opportunity  to  give  expression  to  its 
independence  and  self-reliance  as  a  body  of  self-sustaining  citizens.  In 
August  of  that  year,  pursuant  to  resolutions  of  the  State  Constitutional 
Convention,  ordering  the  distribution  of  the  sum  of  ^35,000  among  the 
charitable  associations  of  the  State,  a  notice  was  sent  to  the  F.  C.  A.  to 
furnish  the  particulars  necessary  and  to  make  the  application  for  which 
the  resolution  provided.  In  reporting  this  request,  Mr.  Marks  said  to 
the  delegates  :  "  It  has  been  the  custom  of  this  Association  to  receive  all 
donations  properly  extended  to  it  ;  but  in  no  case  has  it  been  a  direct 
applicant  for  aid  of  this  kind."  He  had  therefore  declined  to  make  the 
application  unless  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Delegates.  On  receiving 
this  communication,  the  Delegates  promptly  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  "  That  the  Board  of  Delegates  of  the  F.  C.  A.  will  not  ask  for  any 
charity  to  be  distributed  by  the  Board  of  Almoners  appointed  by  the 
Governor  on  a  resolution  by  the  Constitutional  Convention." 

Alfred  Belanger  became  Chief  Engineer  for  the  second  time  at  the 
beginning  of  1864,  and  retained  the  office  for  two  years.  In  March,  1865, 
preparatory  to  taking  a  new  contract  with  the  city  at  the  expiration  of 
the  current  contract,  in  December  of  that  year,  and  also  in  view  of  the 
expiration  by  limitation  of  the  original  charter  of  1835,  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association  was  newly  incorporated,  the  incorporators  being 
the  charter  officers  of  the  Association  and  three  delegates  from  each  fire 
company.  In  the  new  charter  the  changes  indicated  by  the  experience 
of  the  past  were  embodied. 

Until  1865,  there  had  been  no  Fourth  of  March  parade  of  the  depart- 
ment since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  when,  as  we  have  seen,  the  depart- 
ment abandoned  the  custom  until  happier  times  had  come.  On  the 
9th  of  February,  the  Mayor  addressed  the  following  communication  to 
the  Board  of  Delegates  : 

"It  is  particularly  desirable  to  have  a  public  parade  of  the  Fire 
Department  on  their  annual  celebration  day,  the  4th  of  March  next. 
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There  are  many  reasons  why  this  turnout  should  take  place,  one  of  which 
is,  that  their  usefulness  could  in  no  way  be  made  more  apparent  than  by 
an  exhibition  of  their  strength,  machines  and  organization.  The  men 
composing  the  department  need  only  to  be  seen,  to  be  appreciated  and 
encouraged  by  the  residents  and  tax  payers  of  New  Orleans." 

President  Marks  presented  this  request  to  the  Board,  with  the  fol- 
lowing recommendation  : 

"  I  trust  that  this  request  will  be  cheerfully  acceded  to,  notwith- 
standing that  such  acquiescence  will  subject  the  department  to  both 
inconvenience  and  expense.  The  organization  has  received  so  many 
evidences  of  kindness  and  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authorities  of  our  city,  that  to  hesitate  in  gratifying  their  desire  in 
this  particular,  would  be  as  ungrateful  as  it  would  be  unwise.  I  therefore 
suggest  the  passage  of  the  necessary  resolution  by  the  Board,  recom- 
mending the  celebration  of  the  ensuing  4th  March,  the  28th  anniversary 
of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans." 

The  parade  consequently  took  place,  and  it  was  one  of  the  features 
of  city  life  that  greatly  cheered  the  people,  so  long  oppressed  by  war  con- 
ditions. The  appearance  of  the  fire  department  on  the  streets  once  more, 
after  having  refrained  from  public  exhibitions  pending  the  long  struggle, 
was  a  visible  sign  of  the  end  of  the  unhappy  conditions  that  had  for  so 
long  interrupted  the  wonted  enjoyments  of  the  citizens.  The  depart- 
ment made  this  reappearance  avowedly  as  a  National  organization,  and 
in  recognition  of  this,  they  saluted  the  military  on  Canal  Street  as  well 
as  the  City  authorities. 

Only  a  few  days  after  this  celebration,  the  department  was  again 
called  on  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  comrade  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
At  a  fire  on  the  corner  of  Poydras  and  Magazine  Streets,  Edward  C. 
Maillot,  a  young  member  of  Mississippi  No.  2,  was  killed;  and  a  distress- 
ing circumstance  was  that  his  death  resulted  from  falling  through  a  hatch- 
way, carelessly  left  open  by  the  occupants  of  the  building.  Considerable 
excitement  followed  this  tragedy,  as  the  danger  of  open  hatchways  had 
been  pointed  out  by  one  Chief  Engineer  after  another.  Liberal  dona- 
tions of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  family  of  the  deceased  fireman  were 
promptly  made  by  Acting  Mayor  Stephen  Hoyt  and  other  citizens,  and 
the  City  Council  immediately  promulgated  an  ordinance  (No.  6,274)  or- 
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dering  the  closing  of  hatchways,  securing  railings,  etc.,  and  imposing  a 
fine  of  $100  for  violation  of  the  same.  The  Chief  of  Police,  Capt.  John 
Burke,  gave  special  attention  to  the  enforcement  of  the  ordinance.  To 
be  sure,  the  enforcement  of  it  became  in  time  relaxed,  and  often  since 
that  occasion  has  it  been  the  dutv  of  Chief  Engineers  to  call  attention  to 
the  same  danger  anew  ;  but  for  the  time  the  authorities  were  aroused  on 
the  subject  of  unnecessary  risks  added  to  a  necessarily  dangerous  duty. 

The  end  of  the  year  1865  marked  an  interesting  period  in  the  history 
of  the  Association.  There  fell  together  in  that  year,  the  thirtieth  anni- 
versary of  the  Association  ;  the  expiration  of  its  original  charter  ;  the 
termination  of  the  second  contract  with  the  city  ;  and  the  end  of  the 
first  decade  of  the  Association's  conduct  of  the  contract  system.  Com- 
menting on  this,  President  Marks  said  : 

"  On  no  former  occasion  of  long  connection  with  our  beloved  Association  have  I  felt  so  fervently 
impressed  with  devout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  his  manifest  providence  in  the  affairs  of  this 
institution  than  I  do  to-night,  in  submitting  this  my  tenth  annual  communication.  That  it  should 
have  been  preserved  during  the  vicissitudes  and  trials  of  the  last  ten  years,  in  a  remarkable  career 
of  uninterrupted  usefulness,  while  other  benevolent  associations  in  our  midst  have  been  impaired 
and  paralyzed,  is  an  event  so  providential  in  its  nature  that  every  reflecting  mind  must  perceive  and 
acknowledge  it.  To  have  been  the  humble  instrument  permitted  to  contribute  to  guide  it  safely 
through  all  this  troublous  period  is  to  me  a  source  of  unalloyed  happiness.  No  portion  of  my  life, 
connected  with  practical  associations  or  public  duties,  brings  home  to  me  in  the  reminiscences  of  the 
past  such  perfect  satisfaction.  All  of  the  time  and  labor  I  have  devoted  to  it,  in  aiding  to  build  up 
and  foster  its  system  of  general  relief,  and  its  support  of  its  widows  and  orphans,  is  amply  compen- 
sated by  the  conviction  I  enjoy  that,  for  practical  benevolence,  knowing  neither  creed,  class,  nor 
place  of  birth,  it  stands  to-day  unsurpassed  in  any  portion  of  our  country.  Religiously  impressed 
with  all  I  have  just  stated,  I  trust  I  may  succeed  in  impressing  every  member  of  the  Association 
with  the  same  feelings  of  fervent  gratitude,  and  that  each  man,  in  his  heart,  may  send  up  a  prayer 
for  the  continuation  of  that  providential  care  which  has  made  this  institution  what  it  is  now. 

"...  The  Fire  Contract  with  the  City  of  New  Orleans  expired  on  the  15th  of  December. 
The  City  authorities  only  acted  upon  the  matter  on  the  8th  inst.  The  contract  as  it  stood  was  ex- 
tended for  one  year.  .  .  The  worthy  gentlemen  constituting  the  existing  City  Government, 
manifesting  all  kindness  and  consideration  for  the  Department,  were  yet  not  willing  to  extend  the 
contract  beyond  a  year,  as  in  the  present  transition  state  of  the  City  Government  they  did  not 
desire  to  bind  their  successors. 

"...  During  the  last  ten  years  there  has  been" paid  out  for  General  Relief  $61,285.20,  and 
for  the  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  $98,062.65,  making  nearly  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars  distributed  for  charitable  purposes.  While  its  members  have  been  risking  their  health 
and  their  lives  (and  in  many  instances  sacrificing  themselves)  in  the  performance  of  their  arduous 
duties  as  firemen,  the  organization  it  will  be  seen  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  more  elevated  duties 
of  philanthropy.  It  is  a  record  of  which  its  members  may  be  justly  proud.  .  .  .  During  the  past 
ten  years,  the  amount  received  and  disbursed  is  about  nine  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 
A  very  large  portion  of  this  sum  had  been  expended  in  the  support  of  the  Fire  Department.  Desir- 


176 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


ing  to  fulfil  in  good  faith  the  contract  with  the  city,  the  several  Boards  of  Commissioners  have  exercised 
a  liberal  policy  in  executing  it.  The  amount  that  should  have  been  saved  in  the  management  of  the 
contract  has  been  very  much  circumscribed  by  the  troubles  of  the  past  four  years.  The  last  con- 
tract was  entered  into  when  the  currency  was  gold  and  silver.  Four-fifths  of  the  five  years'  pay  has 
been  received  in  a  depreciated  paper  currency.  During  this  period  all  the  machinery  and  material 
purchased  has  been  paid  for  at  largely  advanced  prices. 

"...  An  examination  of  the  interesting  ten-year  statistical  tables  connected  with  this  com- 
munication will  present  the  affairs  of  the  Association  in  strong  contrast  with  their  condition  as  they 
existed  at  the  period  of  the  assumption  of  the  first  contract  in  January,  1856.  The  treasury  of  the 
Association  was  exhausted — its  real  estate  mortgaged — a  floating  debt  of  $8,000  unprovided  for — 
and  its  relief  system  suspended.  Gradually  emerging  from  this  impoverished  condition,  it  has  pru- 
dently progressed  in  prosperity,  continually  widening  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness,  until  to-day  it 
stands  without  debt ;  and  during  the  past  year  in  relieving  its  distressed  members,  ministering  to 
the  sick,  and  in  burying  the  dead,  has  expended  $10,421.30;  and  in  the  support  of  the  widows  and 
orphans,  §15,003.60.  I  know  of  no  fact  more  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  practical  character  of  the 
comprehensive  benevolence  of  this  institution,  than  the  one  presented  in  the  increase  of  its  roll  of 
widows  and  orphans.  In  1856,  when  the  relief  system  was  reinstated,  the  Association  had  upon 
its  rolls  74  widows,  159  half-orphans,  and  six  orphans.  In  1865  it  has  upon  its  rolls,  and  contributes 
to  the  support  of  175  widows,  291  half-orphans,  and  29  orphans  ;  and  the  amount  of  cash  relief, 
disbursed  to  alleviate  their  condition  during  the  past  year,  shows  how  mindful  the  living  fireman 
has  been  of  his  duty  to  his  departed  brothers." 

Another  passage  in  this  communication  from  the  president  has  a 
bearing  on  the  high-minded  and  dignified  deference  to  public  sentiment 
which  seems  to  have  characterized  every  action  of  the  officers  of  the 
F.  C.  A.  Mr.  Marks  said:  "The  last  anniversary  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment was  appropriately  celebrated,  after  an  interregnum  of  four  years. 
I  presume  that  the  department  will  hereafter  uninterruptedly  continue 
these  popular  celebrations.  With  this  belief  I  now  remind  the  Board 
that  the  ensuing  Fourth  of  March  will  fall  upon  Sunday.  In  my  annual 
communication  in  December,  1859,  (looking  to  the  celebration  of  our 
anniversary  which  fell  upon  Sunday  in  i860),  I  urged  upon  the  Board  of 
Delegates  the  passage  of  resolutions  recommending  the  companies  com- 
posing the  department  to  postpone  the  celebration  to  the  5th  of  March. 
Though  I  then  failed  in  the  effort  I  made  to  effect  this  change,  I  again 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  urge  upon  your  serious  consideration  the  adoption 
of  such  resolutions  now.  Apart  from  the  religious  aspect  which  so  large 
an  influential  Association  as  this  should  entertain  and  manifest  for 
the  Christian  Sabbath,  considerations  of  obvious  policy  should  induce 
us  to  make  this  change.  An  organization  having  so  strong  a  hold  upon 
popular  affection,  and  enjoying  so  many  important  privileges,  can  well 
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afford  to  yield  to  public  opinion  upon  this  point.  I  therefore  trust  that 
resolutions  recommending  the  postponement  of  the  celebration  will  pass 
this  Board,  and  be  favorably  acted  upon  by  the  companies." 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  made  a  very  favorable  report  on  the 
amounts  returned  by  the  companies  to  which  loans  had  been  made  by 
the  Association  for  the  purchase  of  new  engines,  and  recommended  a 
prompt  extension  of  similar  aid  to  other  companies  desiring  advances  of 
money  for  similar  purposes,  reiterating  the  opinion  previously  expressed, 
that  "  the  policy  of  extending  this  aid  can  scarcely  be  questioned  ;  for  if 
the  companies,  with  the  generous  assistance  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters 
and  other  institutions  and  individuals,  can  succeed  in  purchasing 
their  own  engines,  it  will  materially  lessen  the  burden  of  the  Associa- 
tion— a  consideration  of  no  ordinary  importance.  Indeed,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  fire  contract  has  been  extended  but  for  one  year,  coupled 
with  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  Association,  this  system  is  the 
only  one  now  feasible."  The  enterprising  character  of  the  management 
of  the  fire  contract  appears  in  the  report  that  no  less  than  $11,837  was 
expended  in  1865  on  the  single  item  of  new  hose.  The  end  of  a  cfiapter 
of  history  was  significantly  marked  by  the  following  sentence  from  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee  :  "  We  also  have  $610  in  Confederate 
money,  which  we  recommend  should  be  charged  to  profit  and  loss." 
The  same  topic  was  touched  on  by  Chief  Engineer  Belanger,  who  said  : 
"The  close  of  the  late  deplorable  war  has  caused  the  return  among  us  of 
many  of  the  oldest  and  best  among  our  firemen,  a  good  portion  of  whom 
have  resumed  active  service  with  their  respective  companies." 


CHAPTER  VII. 


F.  C.  A.  ADMINISTRATION  (CONTINUED)  —1866  to  1875. 

A  Calamity  Year,  1866— Death  and  Pestilence — A  Financial  Crisis — 
The  City  Impoverished — Open  Hatches  and  False  Alarms — Burn- 
ing of  S.  S.  "Crescent" — Chief  O'Connor's  First  Election — City 
Appropriations  Still  Unpaid — Firemen's  Charitable  Association 
Defended  by  the  Courts — Judge  Cooley's  Opinion — Varieties  Thea- 
tre Fire — Popular  Sympathy — Paid  Department  Schemes — Gov. 
Warmouth  Interferes — Settlement  with  the  City  at  a  Large 
Discount — Appeal  to  Underwriters  for  Funds — Attempt  of  Un- 
derwriters to  Force  Chemical  Engines  Into  Service — The  "  Bab- 
cock  Controversy  " — Babcock  Men  Arrested  and  Acquitted — The 
Controversy  Subsides — The  Chemicals  Unmolested — Firemen's  In- 
surance Company  Founded — False  Alarms  Again — Chief  O'Connor 
at  the  Fire  Chiefs'  Convention. 

N  1866  Jacob  Leidner  became  Chief  Engineer,  with  Philip  Mc- 
Cabe,  Joseph  Jacobs,  A.  A.  Lipscomb  and  Charles  Smith  as 
Assistants — the  first  two  continued  from  the  year  previous. 
The  year  '66  was  marked  by  the  death  of  several  men  who  had 
been  exceptionally  prominent  in  the  F.  C.  A.  In  March,  Ex-Chief- 
Engineer  John  F.  Gruber  fell  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin,  an  occurrence 
that  occasioned  great  excitement  in  the  department.  Special  meetings 
were  held  to  take  action  ;  printed  inscriptions  in  his  memory  were  hung 
in  the  engine  houses;  and  No.  18  came  forward  with  a  proposition  to 
erect  a  monument  in  his  honor,  on  the  offer  of  J.  T.  and  A.  L.  Plathmier, 
of  No.  20,  to  assist  in  building  and  enclosing  it.  In  May,  the  Board  of 
Delegates  were  called  together  to  take  action  on  the  death  of  James 
Delamore,  the  active  Secretary  of  the  Association,  who  was  then  serving 
his  fifth  consecutive  term  in  that  office ;  and  in  the  following  October 
similar  action  became  necessary  in  reference  to  the  death  of  Henry  Bier, 
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who  was  President  of  the  Association  in  1851,  and  of  S.  B.  DeLabarre, 
at  that  time  and  also  in  1S63,  the  Treasurer.  When  the  Legislature 
convened  next  after  the  event,  resolutions  were  passed  in  memory  of 
Messrs.  Delamore  and  DeLabarre,  who  had  been  members  of  that  body. 

Another  event  marked  1866  as  a  year  of  calamity,  and  that  was  the 
cholera  epidemic  which  afflicted  the  community  during  the  summer.  The 
Fire  Department,  always  cheerfully  ready  for  duties  outside  of  their  ordi- 
nary work,  not  only  bore  the  added  burden  imposed  on  them  by  sickness 
and  death  within  their  own  ranks  and  among  their  widows  and  orphans, 
but  responded  with  alacrity  to  do  what  else  their  fellow-citizens  desired 
of  them,  and  in  doing  so  they  earned  the  following  grateful  tribute  from 
the  City  Council,  expressed  in  resolutions  recommended  by  the  Fire  Com- 
mittee Aug.  27  : — 

"  Whereas,  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  the  dispensation  of  His 
providence,  to  threaten  and  to  some  extent  afflict  our  community  with  a 
scourge  of  cholera,  measurably,  it  is  true,  as  compared  with  other  locali- 
ties, and  for  which  we  should  be  thankful. 

"  Resolved,  that  in  the  action  of  our  Fire  Department,  appropria- 
ting their  engines  and  volunteering  their  own  services  without  fee  or 
reward  in  the  much  needed  work  of  thoroughly  cleansing  the  drains  of 
the  city,  they  have  added  another  to  the  many  obligations  our  community 
already  owe  to  that  self-sacrificing  body  of  men  ; 

"Resolved,  that  in  our  opinion  the  work  that  has  been  so  faithfully 
and  unremittingly  performed  by  the  Fire  Department  for  the  past  few 
days  is  one  that  will  greatly  contribute  towards  a  restoration  of  the  health 
of  the  city,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  voluntary  contribution  in  the 
interest  of  humanity  that  should  be  appreciated  by  all  good  citizens  ; 

"Resolved,  that  in  this  evidence  of  self-abnegation  our  noble  fire- 
men have  again  evinced,  as  on  many  former  occasions,  their  readiness  to 
do  everything  within  their  power  to  promote  the  welfare  of  a  city,  which, 
when  called  upon  for  her  jewels,  may  with  feelings  of  pride  and  gratula- 
tion  point  to  the  men  composing  her  Fire  Department  as  among  the 
brightest  in  her  coronet  ; 

"Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  body  are  due,  and  we  hereby 
tender  them  ;    .    .  . 

"Resolved,  that  the  generous  conduct  of  our  firemen  entitle  them 
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to,  and  we  hereby  tender  them,  our  esteem  and  gratitude  for  the  very 
signal  service  they  have  rendered  the  city  by  their  efforts,  and  your  com- 
mittee would  express  the  hope  that  upon  the  reassembling  of  the  Council 
some  more  substantial  token  of  their  approval  may  be  rendered  to  a  body 
of  men  whose  disinterestedness  and  self-sacrifice  as  exhibited  on  so  many 
occasions  entitle  them  to  more  than  a  passing  notice." 

It  is  appropriate  to  quote  here  another  expression  of  thanks  for  still 
another  service  of  the  firemen — one  of  hundreds  of  such,  indeed,  which 
were  gratefully  given  during  their  long  career,  many  of  them  being  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers,  in  recognition,  now  of  some  special  service  by 
particular  companies,  and  some  of  the  department  at  large : — 

Dolbear's  Commercial  College, 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  28,  1866. 

I.  N.  Marks,  Esq.,  Prest.  F.  C.  A. 

Dear  Sir : — As  we  are  indebted  to  the  daring  and  energy  of  our  brave  firemen  for  saving  this 
college  and  its  furniture  from  destruction  by  the  fire  of  last  night,  which  burned  the  two  adjoining 
buildings,  I  enclose  you  a  check  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  to  be  awarded  to  the  company  which 
shall  be  the  first  to  throw  water  at  the  greatest  number  of  fires  in  the  next  six  months.  Hoping  that 
others  may  increase  this  sum  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  I  am,  my  dear  sir, 

Most  Respectfully, 

RUFUS  DOLBEAR,  Pres. 

Even  yet  the  good  deeds  of  the  department  in  this  year  are  not  all 
chronicled — and  indeed  it  were  too  Ion?-  a  record  to  s^ive  here  in  detail  ; 
but  mention  must  be  made  of  the  call  that  came  in  July  from  the  sister 
department  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  where  the  Palmetto  Fire  Company  were 
in  distress,  rendered  homeless  by  fire.  A  firemen's  festival  was  held  for 
their  relief,  and  the  sum  of  $500  was  donated  by  the  Association.  In 
October,  the  Association  granted  the  application  of  an  Association  of 
Ladies  in  New  Orleans,  for  the  donation  to  them  of  a  plot  of  ground  in 
Cypress  Grove  Cemetery,  for  the  interment  of  the  Confederate  dead. 

During  this  year,  a  grave  financial  crisis  confronted  the  Association, 
which  was  forced  to  ask  for  aid  from  the  engine  companies,  which  were 
requested  to  advance  to  the  treasury  any  United  States  currency  in  their 
possession.  The  City  began  in  this  year  to  fall  behind  in  its  payments 
on  the  contract  account,  taking  its  first  steps  into  the  slough  of  indebted- 
ness to  the  Association  from  which  it  did  not  emerge  for  many  years, 
during  which  the  F.  C.  A.  literally  carried  the  fire  service  on  its  back. 
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The  immediate  occasion  of  this  was  the  impoverishment  of  the  city  by 
the  necessity  of  taking  State  notes  in  payment  for  taxes. 

The  temporary  fire  contract  under  which  the  fire  department  had 
been  worked  for  the  year,  was  replaced  in  December  by  a  new  contract, 
awarded  to  the  Association  for  five  years  at  $120,000  per  annum.  This 
contract,  in  spite  of  the  increased  rate,  was  not  all  the  Association  could 
have  desired.  They  had  proposed  to  maintain  twelve  steam  engine  com- 
panies, the  city  to  repair  and  keep  in  order  the  engine  houses.  The 
Council  changed  this,  so  that  the  Association  should  receive  the  engine 
houses  as  they  were  and  do  all  the  repairs,  and  increased  the  steam 
engines  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  the  payment  remaining  at  the  figure 
quoted  by  the  Association  in  its  bid.  Nevertheless,  the  Association 
accepted  the  trust,  relying  on  the  justice  of  the  City  in  future  and 
resolving  on  internal  economy  sufficient  to  carry  out  its  obligations. 

The  extra  steam  engines  ordered  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the 
new  contract  were  six  in  number,  and  there  was  quite  a  rivalry  among 
the  companies  to  secure  them.  The  matter  was  discussed  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Common  Council,  who  were  unable  to  decide,  particu- 
larly as  to  the  claims  of  Nos.  3  and  21,  and  Nos.  12  and  20.  The  ques- 
tion was  finally  referred  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  and  the 
delegates  of  the  First  District  Fire  Companies  awarded  the  new  engines 
to  Irad  Ferry  No.  12,  Philadelphia  No.  14,  Jackson  No.  18,  and  Washing- 
ton No.  20  ;  and  the  Second  District  delegates  awarded  the  other  two 
to  Vigilant  No.  3  and  Louisiana  No.  10.  These  new  engines  were 
delivered  in  the  course  of  the  following  year,  and  were  at  once  put  in 
commission. 

The  interference  of  the  courts  to  enforce  the  hatch-closing  ordi- 
nance, the  disregard  of  which  had  in  1866  become  a  standing  menace  to 
the  safety  of  firemen,  was  gratifying  to  those  interested.  At  a  fire  in 
December,  1866,  in  the  buildings  at  38  Camp  Street  and  113  Gravier 
Street,  a  hatchway  was  left  unprotected  and  a  member  of  No.  6  fell 
through  and  received  severe  injuries.  Chief  Engineer  Leidner  at  once 
took  steps  to  investigate  the  matter,  and  the  result  of  his  inquiries  was 
the  arrest  of  the  tenants  of  both  these  buildings  on  a  charge  of  violating 
the  city  ordinance,  passed  especially  to  protect  "our  brave  firemen  while 
in  the  discharge  of  their  onerous  duties,"  and  providing  a  fine  of  not 
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exceeding  $100  for  any  proprietor  of  a  building  who  should  fail  to  pro- 
tect all  hatchways,  staircases  or  other  exposed  openings  in  the  floor 
unprovided  with  trap  doors,  by  constructing  strong  and  durable  railings 
around  such  openings.  Recorder  Ahern  fined  each  of  the  accused  pro- 
prietors $50  for  their  neglect  of  this  duty,  which  had  a  wholesome  effect 
on  all  whose  premises  contained  similar  death-traps  for  the  firemen  to 
step  into. 

The  practice  of  giving  false  alarms,  by  mischievous  persons,  always 
a  serious  matter,  involving  risks  to  the  men,  unnecessary  fatigue  to  the 
horses,  and  danger  arising  from  their  being  in  unfit  condition  to  respond 
to  real  alarms  on  the  same  day,  became  exceptionally  common  in  1867. 
Arrests  in  such  cases  were  always  difficult.  On  January  13  a  yellow  boy 
was  arrested  for  this  practice,  and  suitably  punished.  Later  in  the  year, 
while  the  firemen  were  at  work  at  a  fire  on  Gravier  Street,  a  negro  got 
in  the  way  of  a  hook  and  ladder  company  and  was  hurt  by  the  ladder. 
Whereupon  there  was  a  concerted  attack  by  colored  men  on  the  firemen, 
and  although  the  affray  that  ensued  was  not  serious  the  occasion  resulted 
in  charges  that  the  firemen  were  inciting  race  conflicts,  which  were 
indignantly  denied  by  the  men,  who  had  enough  on  their  hands  without 
provoking  public  brawls  with  a  class  of  persons  who  at  that  time  were 
induced  by  demagogues  to  go  around  with  chips  on  their  shoulders. 
Later  in  this  month  evil-minded  persons  brought  out  the  department 
several  times  on  false  alarms,  which  were  given  with  the  distinct  purpose 
of  starting  disturbances  between  the  firemen  and  the  public.  President 
Marks  requested  the  Mayor  to  order  that  the  bells  should  not  be  rung 
except  in  case  of  actual  fire.  The  success  of  the  F.  C.  A.  in  renewing 
their  contracts  stimulated  all  the  jealousy  that  still  existed  towards  this 
body,  and  in  many  ways  the  active  enemies  of  the  Association  managed 
to  put  the  firemen  strictly  on  their  good  behavior.  It  has  always  been  a 
favorite  charge  against  firemen,  a  charge  easy  to  make  because  of  the 
great  popularity  of  the  guild  of  firemen,  that  they  are  political  machines. 
This  charge  never  was  true  of  the  New  Orleans  department,  which  had 
too  much  at  stake  in  its  great  benevolent  system  to  risk  it  in  any  taking 
of  sides  on  political  questions,  and  the  officers  of  the  F.  C.  A.  took 
particular  pains  to  warn  the  department  against  this  danger.  Chief 
Engineer  Leidner,   in  carrying  out  the  acknowledged  policy  of  the 
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Association,  in  March,  1867,  issued  an  order  forbidding  the  use  of  the 
engine  houses  for  political  meetings  at  any  time.  Scandal-mongers  were 
busy  in  these  days,  and  in  Ma)'  it  became  necessary  for  Foreman  Grand- 
jean  of  No.  5,  to  deny  a  malicious  rumor  that  his  company  intended  to 
interfere  with  a  colored  procession  by  sending  a  fire  alarm  during  its 
progress. 

The  following  correspondence,  which  passed  in  April,  1867,  indicates 
the  cordial  relations  between  the  F.  C.  A.  and  the  Insurance  Under- 
writers. 

"  Office  Chief  Engineer  Fire  Department, 

"  New  Orleans,  April  30,  1867. 

"Hon.  Board  of  Underwriters,  New  Orleans: 

"  Gentlemen  : — The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  this  city  is  about  to  receive  five  steam 
fire  engines  from  Philadelphia.  We  would  be  pleased  if  you  would  name  to  us  the  lowest  rate  of 
premium  for  which  you  will  insure  the  same.  They  are  to  be  shipped  by  steamship,  on  deck,  and 
not  more  than  one  engine  on  any  one  steamer.    By  giving  us  an  early  answer,  you  will  much  oblige 

"  Yours  Respectfully, 

"J.  Leidner,  Chief  Engineer." 

"  Office  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters, 

"  New  Orleans,  May  2,  1867. 
"J.  Leidner,  Esq.,  Chief  Engineer  Fire  Department,  Firemen' 's  Charitable  Association  : 

"  Dear  Sir  : — At  the  meeting  of  this  Board  yesterday  I  submitted  your  communication  under 
date  of  the  30th,  stating  that  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  this  city  is  about  to  receive  five 
steam  fire  engines  from  Philadelphia,  and  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  know  the  lowest  rate  of 
premium  at  which  they  would  be  insured  ;  that  they  were  shipped  on  deck  per  steamship,  and  only 
one  engine  by  any  one  vessel  at  any  one  time.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  advising  you  that  this  Board, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  begs  to  present  to  your  Association  this  cost  of  insurance,  and  will  insure  each 
engine  at  its  cost,  and  ten  per  cent  advance,  free  of  charge  of  premium.  You  will  please  communi- 
cate to  me  the  names  of  the  steamers  by  which  these  engines  may  be  shipped,  and  receive  this  action 
of  our  Board  as  an  earnest  of  its  good  will. 

"  With  great  respect, 

"  Your  most  obedient  servant, 

"Thomas  A.  Adams,  President." 

The  episode  was  closed  with  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion at  a  called  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Delegates,  held  Ma)'  27  : 

"Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Association  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  returned  to  the  Board  of  Underwriters  of  the  City  of  New 
Orleans,  for  the  kindness  evinced  and  generosity  displayed  by  them  in 
insuring  free  of  charge  the  five  steam  fire  engines  to  arrive  from  the  City 
of  Philadelphia. 
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"Resolved,  that  in  complying  so  promptly  and  generously  with  the 
request  of  this  Association  for  a  loan  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  a 
period  of  twelve  months,  to  enable  it  to  pay  for  the  machinery  now 
under  contract,  the  Board  of  Underwriters  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans 
has  placed  this  Association  under  a  debt  of  gratitude,  the  extinguish- 
ment of  which  shall  come  in  full  and  practical  cooperation  with  it  in  the 
future. 

"Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  the  above  resolutions,  be  transmitted  to 
the  Board  of  Underwriters,  and  published. 

"  Walter  V.  Crouch,  Secretary. 

I.  N.  Marks,  President." 

An  amusing  mishap  was  that  which  occurred  to  a  member  of  Missis- 
sippi No.  2,  in  consequence  of  his  fireman's  zeal  which  led  him  to  respond 
to  the  call  of  duty  under  circumstances  which  rendered  him  forgetful  of 
his  somewhat  unusual  appearance.  He  had  gone  to  a  fancy  dress  ball 
given  in  Moresque  Building,  in  the  winter  of  1867,  dressed  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  "  Grand  Turk."  An  alarm  of  fire  was  given  at  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning,  while  the  fun  was  fast  and  furious,  for  a  fire  at  Dennison's 
shoe  store  on  Gravier  Street.  Ever  ready  to  respond  to  the  tap  of  the 
bell,  our  Turkish-costumed  friend  forgot  all  about  the  ball,  his  dress,  and 
everything  else  except  the  fire.  He  rushed  to  the  scene  of  action,  but 
having  no  badge  or  uniform  to  indicate  his  identity,  he  was  halted  at  the 
fire  lines  by  a  policeman.  Indignant  at  being  questioned,  his  reply  was 
sharp  and  abrupt,  and  in  consequence  the  guardian  of  the  peace  dragged 
hold  of  Mr.  Turk  and  lodged  him  in  the  lockup.  The  Sabbath  sun 
crept  through  the  bars  of  his  cell  a  few  hours  later  and  exposed  our 
friend  in  all  his  Oriental  finery,  doubled  up  on  a  bunk,  surrounded  by 
"  old  soaks."  Fortunately  a  friend  came  to  his  rescue,  and  he  donned 
ordinary  habiliments  before  making  his  appearance  and  his  explanation 
before  His  Honor. 

In  1868  Philip  McCabe  became  Chief  Engineer — the  last  of  the  list 
of  the  forerunners  of  the  present  Chief,  Thomas  O'Connor,  who  began 
his  long  series  of  successive  terms  in  1869.  In  the  latter  part  of  this 
year,  Sept.  8th,  the  department  was  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  Jacob 
Leidner,  who  had  laid  down  his  office  only  a  few  months  before.  This 
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was  a  year  of  serious  trouble  for  the  Association,  owing  to  the  great 
arrearages  of  pay  due  it  from  the  city.  Large  amounts  of  unpaid  City 
Warrants  were  held  by  the  treasurer  or  by  the  companies  to  which  they 
had  been  turned  over,  and  so  bad  were  the  city  finances  that  the  Con- 
troller refused  even  to  issue  more  warrants  in  settlement  of  the  contract 
monthly  payments.  At  one  time  the  City  was  $100,000  in  debt  to  the 
Association.  The  situation  was  thus  reflected  in  the  president's  annual 
communication  at  the  end  of  the  year  : 

"  I  have  never  labored  under  as  much  embarrassment  in  framing  my 
annual  communication  to  the  Board  of  Delegates  as  I  do  now,  at  the 
close  of  this  year.  No  previous  twelve  months  of  my  administrative 
career  has  given  me  so  much  mental  pain  and  thought,  or  as  much  deep 
anxietv  for  the  existence  and  welfare  of  our  beloved  Association.  Noth- 
ing but  my  unfaltering  reliance  in  the  protecting  care  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence in  the  affairs  of  our  Association  has  sustained  me  and  carried  me 
through.  Well  may  we  humbly  and  devoutly  recognize  the  hand  of 
God  in  directing  us  in  administering  our  multifarious  duties.  We  have 
the  consolation,  however,  (amid  our  troubles),  of  knowing  that  not 
through  any  mismanagement  of  our  own  have  we  been  forced  into  a 
position  of  so  much  trouble.  Our  officers  have  faithfully  and  honestly 
performed  their  duties.  Such  moneys  as  have  come  into  our  possession 
have  been  properly  disbursed.  There  has  been  no  extravagance  ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  most  rigid  economy  has  been  practised.  But  one  cause 
exists — and  that  is  the  failure  of  the  City  to  pay  the  Association  the 
amount  due  it  under  the  contract.  This  condition  of  things  forced  us  to 
resort  to  loans  to  sustain  the  Fire  Department.  In  July  last  we  negoti- 
ated a  loan  with  the  banks  of  the  city  for  $35,000  ;  this  was  exclusive 
of  $8,000  due  the  Bank  of  America,  made  some  time  prior  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  for  machinery  purchased.  .  .  .  Under  the  authority 
granted  by  this  Board,  we  have  since  executed  a  loan  with  the  Insurance 
Companies  for  near  sixty  thousand  dollars — including  the  previous  loan 
of  $10,000,  made  in  1867 — hypothecating  warrants  of  the  City,  certificates 
of  same,  and  10  per  cent  City  Bonds.  This  loan  has  been  made  for 
twelve  months  at  8  per  cent  per  annum  interest.  All  of  the  Insurance 
Companies  subscribed  their  pro  rata  of  the  loan,  except  the  Firemen's 
Insurance  Company." 
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The  losses  incurred  by  the  Association  in  this  one  year,  for  forced 
sales  of  securities  necessary  to  meet  expenses,  and  for  interest  charges, 
amounted  to  more  than  $10,000.  It  may  be  remarked,  apropos  of  the 
details  of  the  loan  from  the  insurance  companies,  that  during  the  year 
a  proposition  was  made  by  the  National  Insurance  Company  to  reor- 
ganize a  Firemen's  Insurance  Company,  based  on  a  combination  between 
the  National  and  the  F.  C.  A.,  the  latter  to  get  10  per  cent  of  the  profits  ; 
but  the  offer  was  rejected  by  the  Association.  The  Firemen's  Insurance 
Company  of  the  present  day  is  a  later  institution,  avowedly  established 
by  the  F.  C.  A.  and  the  Companies  composing  it. 

While  the  Fire  Department  was  thus  harassed  by  the  failure  of  the 
City  to  keep  to  its  obligations  of  payment,  the  firemen  were  not  only 
doing  their  recognized  duty  under  the  contract,  but  were  coming  to  the 
rescue  of  citizens  in  trouble  for  another  cause.  It  responded  heartily  to 
the  request  made  in  the  following  appeal,  and  did  good  service  in  reliev- 
ing the  submerged  residents  of  the  inundated  portion  of  the  city: 

Oct.  10,  1S68. 

"  The  undersigned  on  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  residents  of  the  inundated  section  of  the  city, 
who  fear  that  the  great  body  of  the  water  still  covering  the  ground  may,  in  consequence  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  draining  machines  to  carry  it  off,  become  stagnant  and  productive  of  malarial  disease, 
respectfully  urges  upon  you  as  the  head  of  our  noble  municipal  Fire  Department  the  necessity  for 
devising  some  means  for  the  immediate  drainage  of  that  locality.  To  do  this  we  would  beg  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  the  various  fire  engines  assisting  the  draining  machines  in  the  work  of  drawing  off 
the  surplus  water,  the  engines  to  be  located  at  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Broad  Streets,  or  at  some  suit- 
able point  to  be  designated  by  you." 

The  burning  of  the  steamship  Crescent,  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  10th, 
1868,  is  one  of  the  fatal  fires  that  is  kept  in  remembrance.  Farly  in  the 
evening  of  that  day,  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  starboard  coal  bunker  of 
this  ship,  which  was  lying  at  her  dock,  heavily  loaded  with  frieght.  It 
was  supposed  to  have  originated  from  the  carelessness  of  a  coal  trim- 
mer who  had  a  lamp  down  in  the  bunkers  that  afternoon.  An  alarm 
was  promptly  given,  and  Mechanics  Fngine  No.  6,  which  was  nearest  to 
the  dock,  was  promptly  on  hand.  The  engine  was  placed  in  position  on 
a  decline  in  the  wharf,  made  to  facilitate  the  receipt  of  goods,  and  in  a 
very  few  minutes  the  decks  of  the  steamship  were  flooded  with  water. 
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An  hour's  work  produced  results  that  gave  the  men  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  fire  was  wholly  extinguished,  and  several  of  the  hand  en- 
gines which  had  come  on  the  ground  left,  leaving  No.  6  to  look  after 
things,  keeping  her  position  within  six  feet  of  the  side  of  the  vessel. 
The  ship's  company  had  been  bus)'  in  getting  out  the  valuables  that  were 
within  reach,  which  included  much  furniture,  the  contents  of  the  safe, 
and  two  kegs  of  gunpowder.  But  an  hour  or  two  later  the  fire  broke 
out  afresh,  and  the  engine  was  set  vigorously  at  work  again.  Inquiries 
were  made  as  to  the  possibility  of  there  being  any  more  powder  aboard, 
and  the  question  was  answered  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  men  who  would 
have  been  in  danger  had  there  been  more  powder  within  reach  of  the  re- 
newed fire.  Suddenly,  after  another  hour's  pumping,  there  was  a  terrific 
explosion  in  the  forward  part  of  the  vessel,  and  a  sheet  of  flame  burst 
through  the  forward  port  and  hatch.  The  door  of  the  magazine  was 
wrenched  off  and  thrown  with  tremendous  velocity  onto  the  levee,  striking 
Mr.  John  Mc  Cabe,  a  brother  of  Chief  Engineer  Mc  Cabe,  and  inflicting 
mortal  injuries.  James  Comfort,  the  ist  Assistant  of  No.  6,  who  stood 
just  in  line  with  the  flame-burst,  was  badly  burned,  and  injuries  were  in- 
flicted by  the  explosion  upon  these  members  of  the  company:  James 
Vauhie,  William  Plunket,  Thomas  Bolman,  Patrick  Gallagher,  Thomas 
McCormick,  Hamilton,  Daniel  Hurley  and  Thomas  Partons.  The 
accident  created  the  greatest  excitement  in  the  crowd  of  spectators,  and 
much  indignation  was  expressed  over  the  carelessness  that  rendered  it 
possible.  After  its  occurrence,  there  was  no  possibility  of  checking  the 
fire,  which,  in  spite  of  additions  to  the  force  of  men  and  engines,  gradu- 
ally spread  to  all  parts  of  the  vessel,  which  finally  careened,  loosing  the 
machinery  which  burst  through  her  side,  and  she  sank,  breaking  up  all  at 
once  and  her  freight  popping  up  in  all  directions.  In  a  few  minutes 
what  was  left  of  her  lay  in  twenty  feet  of  water,  with  nothing  visible  ex- 
cept her  masts. 

When  Thomas  O'Connor  was  elected  Chief  Engineer  of  the  De- 
partment for  1869,  the  Assistants  chosen  to  cooperate  with  him  were: 
First  District,  John  Connors;  2nd,  V.  Raffo  ;  3rd,  John  Bryans;  4th,  Ed- 
ward Reynolds,  (succeeded  by  Adam  Frey).  The  period  is  sufficiently 
remote  and  at  the  same  time  sufficiently  near,  to  make  the  personnel  of 
the  department  at  the  time  of  interest.    The  companies  then  in  opera- 
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tion  were  all  steam  engine  companies  except  those  otherwise  indicated. 
They  were:  Volunteer  No.  i — John  Feigle,  Foreman;  F.  Lauer,  'ist 
Asst ;  P.  Fuerbacher,  2nd.  Asst.  Mississippi  No.  2 — C.  Taylor  Gauche, 
Foreman  ;  Henry  Price,  ist  Asst ;  William  Hall,  2nd  Asst.    Vigilant  No. 

3 —  F.  Scheibert,  Foreman  ;  G.  H.  Hardy,  ist  Asst;  L.  Weissenbach,  2nd 
Asst.  Columbia  No.  5  (Hand  Engine) — C.  W.  Grandjean,  Foreman  ; 
E.  Ryan,  ist  Asst;  Thomas  Vizard,  2nd  Asst.  Mechanics  No.  6  (Hand 
Engine) — R.  E.  Diamond,  Foreman  ;  James  Comfort,  ist  Asst  ;  Robert 
Purcell,  2nd  Asst.  Eagle  No.  7 — F.  A.  Geiger,  Foreman  ;  William 
Klinger,  ist  Asst;  R.  C.  Moustier,  2nd  Asst.  Phoenix  No.  8 — John 
Grayer,  Foreman  ;  T.  O'Neil,  ist  Asst  ;  Peter  Knight,  2nd  Asst. 
Creole  No.  9 — R.  Brewster,  Foreman  ;  William  Nichol,  ist  Asst  ;  J. 
Schneider,  2nd  Asst.  Louisiana  No.  10 — George  Siebert,  Foreman; 
William  Mattle,  ist  Asst  ;  John  Bueler,  2nd  Asst.  Irad  Ferry  No.  12 — 
E.  Flood,  Foreman  ;  M.  Riordon,  ist  Asst  ;  T.  Williamson,  2nd  Asst. 
Perseverence,  No.  13 — (Hand  Engine) — James  Murray,  Foreman  ;  James 
Moran,  ist  Asst  ;  P.  Looby,  2nd  Asst.  Philadelphia  No.  14 — F. 
Leaghy,  Foreman  ;  P.  Burcy,  ist  Asst;  M.  Lighthouse,  2nd  Asst.  Jack- 
son, No.  18 — T.  E.  Burk,  Foreman  ;  John  Taylor,  ist  Asst  ;  Jacob  Feigel, 
2nd  Asst.  Washington,  No.  20 — Joseph  O'Connor,  Foreman  ;  H.  Ber- 
tels,  ist  Asst;  Charles  Horn,  2nd  Asst.  Orleans,  No.  21  (Hand  Engine) 
— A.  J.  Pardo,  Foreman  ;  L.  Pradat,  ist  Asst  ;  A.  J.  Gusman,  2nd  Asst. 
Jefferson  No.  22 — John  Zeller,  Foreman  ;  H.  Vogt,  ist  Asst  ;  William 
Kreineke,  2nd  Asst.  Chalmette  No.  23 — H.  Shoares,  Foreman  ;  H. 
Munster,  ist  Asst  ;  Philip  Felt,  2nd  Asst.  Crescent  No.  24  (became  a 
Steam  Engine  Company  in  1869) — J.  D.  Schlumbrect,  Foreman;  John 
Hayes,  ist  Asst  ;  Joseph  Lane,  2nd  Asst.  Louisiana  Hose  Company — 
Lev  Kasson,  Foreman  ;  Thomas  Doyle,  ist  Asst  ;  Thomas  A.  Murphy, 
2nd  Asst.  Lafayette  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  1 — Gus  Troy,  Foreman  ;  I. 
Rour,  ist  Asst  ;  H.  J.  Davis,  2nd  Asst.  American  Hook  and  Ladder  No. 
2  —  H.  W.  Spear,  Foreman  ;  J.  H.  Murphy,  ist  Asst  ;  C.  H.  Asmus,  2nd 
Asst.  Hope  Hook  and  Ladder,  No.  3 — William  Swan,  Foreman  ;  A. 
Lynch,  ist  Asst;  Gus  Angel,  2nd  Asst.     Pelican  Hook  and  Ladder,  No. 

4 —  F.  Rawle,  Foreman  ;  H.  Andry,  ist  Asst  ;  W.  Pemberton,  2nd  Asst. 
Milneburg  No.  1  (Hand  Engine) — C.  Evershade,  Foreman;  L.  B.  Muro, 
ist  Asst  ;  Frederick  Kupt,  2nd  Asst. 


R.  C.  Morgan, 

Foreman  No. 


Chief  O'Connor 


C.  W.  Guam ij kan, 
UndcrK'i  /U'l  V  Fit  c  ll'ardcn. 
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Although  it  was  a  year  of  great  financial  difficulty  with  the  Associa- 
tion, 1S69  was  a  year  of  progress.  In  April  a  movement  was  started 
for  the  erection  of  a  Firemen's  Hall,  and  a  charter  for  the  same  was 
adopted.  About  this  time  a  visit  was  received  from  representatives  of 
the  Mobile  City  Government,  that  reflected  great  credit  on  the  New  Or- 
leans Fire  Department.  Chief  Lyons,  of  the  Mobile  Department,  had 
reported  that  "the  New  Orleans  system  combines  the  drill,  promptness 
and  efficiency  of  the  paid  department  with  the  advantages  of  having  an 
auxiliary  corps  of  spirited  and  active  volunteers,  such  as  has  always  com- 
prised our  Fire  Department  ;  and  at  the  same  time  this  system  costs  less 
by  seventy-five  per  cent,  than  any  paid  fire  department  in  the  Union. 
Take,  as  an  instance,  the  total  expenses  of  the  fire  department  of  New 
York,  consisting  of  forty-two  companies,  were  for  the  year  ending 
January  1,  1869,  $906,000;  while  the  total  expenses  of  the  New  Orleans 
Fire  Department,  consisting  of  twenty-four  companies,  were  $120,000." 
In  consequence  of  this  report,  Chief  Lyons,  with  a  committee  from  the 
City  Boards  of  Mobile,  made  a  visit  to  New  Orleans,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  modus  operandi  in  the  model  department  of  the  Crescent 
City. 

There  was  some  movement  made  by  the  city  towards  improving  the 
water  supply,  although  it  was  a  very  modest  one.  Chief  O'Connor  sug- 
gested an  investigation  into  the  propriety  and  feasibility  of  laying  a  pipe 
along  the  front  of  the  city  from  the  Water  Works  to  the  Convent — a 
plan  which,  applied  to  the  whole  length  of  the  city,  with  a  pipe  of 
sufficient  size,  and  with  outlets  at  the  intersecting  streets,  would  go  far 
to  solve  the  problem  of  insufficient  water  with  the  Mississippi  flowing 
uselessly  past  our  borders.  What  was  actually  done  at  the  time  was  to 
sink  a  few  wells,  which  the  department  were  invited  to  test,  and  found 
them  satisfactory — as  far  as  they  went. 

The  first  appearance  of  one  who  subsequently  became  a  well-known 
member  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  achieved  eminence  in  more  ways  than 
one,  occurred  in  the  following  rather  sensational  manner.  On  the  evening 
of  Saturday,  May  26,  1869,  while  a  fire  was  raging  on  Canal  Street,  a 
gentleman  unknown  to  the  members  of  Mississippi  No.  2,  took  hold  of 
one  of  the  pipes  of  their  hose  and  entered  the  burning  building.  He  was 
working  this  together  with  a  member  of  that  company  some  time. 


194 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Finally  the  company  called  her  brave  boys  to  leave  the  building,  and  both 
the  stranger  and  the  fireman  returned  to  the  street.  Here  the  latter 
asked  the  stranger  to  join  Mississippi  No.  2,  which  the  gentleman  de- 
clined to  do,  as  he  did  not  reside  in  New  Orleans.  The  Mississippi  boy 
exclaimed,  "  I  don't  care  where  you  live  ;  but  you  are  a  bully  fireman  ; 
give  us  your  hand,  anyhow."  After  a  hearty  shake  the  stranger  was 
politely  asked  for  his  name,  when  it  was  ascertained  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  Commercial  Convention,  Major  Ed.  Burke,  of  the  firm  of  Stoddard 
&  Burke,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  of  Galveston,  Texas. 
Mr.  Burke  was  at  once  introduced  to  the  company,  and  their  well-known 
hospitality  was  instantly  extended. 

The  financial  relations  between  the  F.  C.  A.  and  the  city  were 
extremely  "  rocky  "  all  through  this  year.  In  January,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Association  to  appeal,  for  the  first  time  in  its  existence,  to  the 
public  for  assistance  in  taking  care  of  its  widows  and  orphans — not  that 
it  was  not  abundantly  able  out  of  its  own  resources  to  continue  this  pious 
duty,  but  because  its  resources  were  withheld  from  it  by  the  city  pay- 
masters. In  April,  President  Marks  solemnly  addressed  the  Common 
Council,  warning  it  that  the  Association  had  nearly  reached  the  limit  of 
its  powers  to  furnish  the  city  with  a  fire  department  without  means  fur- 
nished by  the  city.  It  finally  became  necessary  for  him  to  give  definite 
notice  in  the  following  terms  : 

"Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  New  Orleans. 

December  I,  1869. 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

"Gentlemen: — On  the  first  day  of  December  the  City  of  New 
Orleans  will  owe  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  under  its  contract 
for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  the  very  large  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  this  amount  covering  a  period  of  fourteen  months. 

"  It  will  not  be  gainsaid  that  the  Association  has  fully  and  faithfully 
performed  its  contracted  work,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  its 
payments  from  the  city  during  the  extended  period  of  more  than  two 
years  have  been  irregular  and  delayed,  it  has  sustained  its  long-tried 
reputation  and  fulfilled  its  duties  as  an  honest  contractor. 

"These  duties  have  been  performed  under  continued  and  severe 
financial  embarrassments,  and  with  a  positive  and  direct  loss  to  the  Asso- 
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ciation  of  almost  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  This  loss  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  sale  of  city  money,  city  bonds,  by  interest  and  discount  paid  for 
moneys  raised,  and  by  other  causes  arising  from  a  depleted  treasury. 
The  indirect  losses  to  the  companies  composing  the  Association,  though 
lanre,  cannot  be  easily  estimated. 

"  All  these  sacrifices  and  losses  have  been  borne  almost  uncomplain- 
ingly. Believing  it  to  be  our  duty  not  only  as  contractors,  but  as  an 
organization  o£-good  men,  to  continue  as  long  as  we  had  the  ability  to 
protect  the  property  of  our  fellow-citizens,  we  have  labored  with  that  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice  which  has  ever  characterized  the  Fire  Department  of  New 
Orleans,  and  which  has  made  the  name  of  a  New  Orleans  fireman  a 
household  word.  Mindful  of  the  financial  difficulties  of  the  city,  we 
would  even  now  go  further  and  struggle  on,  if  our  resources  were  not 
completely  exhausted.  Every  expedient  that  legislation  could  suggest 
has  been  tried. 

"Of  the  amount  borrowed  by  us  nearly  a  year  ago,  the  sum  of 
$40,000,  bearing  interest  at  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  still  remains  unpaid. 
We  have  been  forced  to  borrow,  in  other  directions,  to  make  payments 
on  three  new  steam  engines,  and  to  meet  the  cash  payments  for  very 
large  quantities  of  hose  just  received  and  imperatively  required  for  the 
use  of  the  Department.  There  are  now  falling  due  the  notes  given  for 
the  payment  of  these  engines  and  hose. 

"There  is  only  one  way  we  can  see  to  extricate  us  from  our  finan- 
cial difficulties,  and  to  preserve  the  usefulness  of  our  organization  ;  and 
that  is  for  the  city  to  come  to  our  immediate  aid. 

"  The  exigency  is  a  serious  one.  Without  desiring  to  disparage  the 
usefulness  and  importance  of  the  other  branches  of  the  city  government, 
we  believe  we  may  safely  assert  that  the  continued  existence  and  opera- 
tion of  the  Fire  Department  is  in  point  of  fact  and  public  estimation,  for 
the  time  being,  at  least,  paramount  to  all  others.  All  work  in  the  Sur- 
veyor's and  Street  Cleaning  Departments  might  be  suspended  ;  your 
police  disbanded  ;  your  public  schools  temporarily  closed — if  there  be  no 
means  of  sustaining  these  important  branches  of  the  public  administra- 
tion ;  but  your  Fire  Department  is  an  organization  without  which  the 
city  itself  is  imperilled.  Whatever  else  is  sacrificed,  this  must  be  pre- 
served. 


196 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


"  We  put  this  matter  before  the  Common  Council  and  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  this  strong  light,  because  we  desire  (and  we  believe  we  have 
the  right  to  claim)  prompt  and  efficient  consideration  of  the  subject  at 
your  hands.  We  must  have  immediate  relief,  or  we  are  powerless  for 
further  public  service. 

"  While  it  would  be  to  us  a  matter  of  the  profoundest  sorrow  and 
mortification  to  be  forced  to  suspend  our  duties,  our  necessities  compel 
us  to  notify  your  honorable  body,  that  if  on  or  before  the  first  of  January 
ensuing,  financial  aid  is  not  extended  to  us,  we  shall  no  longer  be  able  to 
perform  duty. 

"  Let  us  urge  you,  Gentlemen,  of  the  Common  Council  and  fellow  citi- 
zens of  New  Orleans,  by  your  sense  of  public  duty  and  public  justice,  and 
by  your  recollection  and  constantly  manifested  appreciation  of  the  thirty- 
five  years  of  service  of  the  Fire  Department,  to  come  to  our  aid  and 
avert  a  catastrophe  which  every  member  of  the  organization  would  deeply 
deplore.  The  Board  of  Delegates  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  meet 
any  committee  appointed  by  the  Common  Council  for  the  consideration 
and  arrangement  of  this  important  matter. 

"  By  order  of  the  Board  of  Delegates, 

"  I.  N.  Marks,  President" 

Further  important  considerations  involved  in  the  situation  were  thus 
expressed  by  President  Marks  to  the  Association  in  his  annual  communi- 
cation: "  Though  it  is  probably  not  so  intended,  there  is  an  apparent 
spirit  of  injustice  manifested  in  the  manner  in  which  we  have  been  treated 
by  the  city  authorities.  In  the  budget  of  expenditures  made  by  the  city 
for  each  financial  year  appears  the  sum  of  $120,000  for  the  support  of  the 
Fire  Department.  In  order  to  meet  this  payment,  taxes  are  levied  and 
collected.  Especially  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Fire  Department, 
the  Insurance  Companies  are  heavily  taxed.  This  item  of  taxation  has 
been  collected  in  full  for  the  past  year.  What  has  become  of  it  ?  The 
Association  has  not  received  one  dollar  of  it.  The  entire  amount  should 
have  been  specially  devoted  to  its  ostensible  purpose.  Yet  it  has  been  used 
in  some  other  way.  Is  this  right  ?  Does  it  not  present  upon  its  face  an  ap- 
parent spirit  of  injustice  ?  Why  should  tin's,  the  most  important  and  ab- 
solutely indispensable  branch  of  the  city  government,  remain  unpaid  for 
so  long  a  period,  while  the  other  branches  of  the  public  service  (the  whole 
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of  which  might  be  temporarily  suspended)  have  been  paid  a  large  portion 
of  the  amounts  incurred  in  their  administration  ?  Is  this  right  ?  Would 
any  private  contractor  have  submitted  to  this  wrong?  Would  not  the 
city  have  long  since  been  without  protection  against  fire  if  the  contract 
had  been  held  by  a  private  contractor  ?  Let  it  be  remembered  that  this 
Association  has  not  only  run  this  contract  for  fifteen  months  without  pay, 
but  it  has  during  the  same  period  bought  a  large  amount  of  machinery 
and  hose.  And  let  it  be  further  remembered  that  all  of  the  machinery, 
hose,  horses,  etc.,  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  belong  to  it.  I 
state  these  facts  in  order  that  the  public  may  understand  how  much  this 
Association  has  done  for  the  public  protection.  And  it  really  does  ap- 
pear to  me,  under  this  plain  statement  of  facts,  that  a  decided  effort 
should  be  promptly  made,  not  only  to  liquidate  our  present  claim,  but  to 
pay  us  hereafter  monthly.  It  is  a  source  of  infinite  gratification  to  me  to 
be  able  to  state  that,  despite  our  serious  financial  troubles,  we  have  regu- 
larly paid  the  monthly  appropriations  to  our  widows  and  orphans.  Un- 
less we  are  in  receipt  of  money  very  soon  from  the  city,  this  sacred  duty 
cannot  be  much  longer  performed,  unless  the  Board  of  Delegates  uses 
the  constitutional  provision  to  provide  the  means.  No  greater  calamity 
could  befall  our  Association  than  the  suspension  of  this  payment.  Small 
as  the  amounts  are,  paid  monthly  to  each  widow,  the  sum  thus  contrib- 
uted carries  with  it  a  blessing  and  relief  to  each  recipient.  And  it  is  not 
only  the  pecuniary  relief  which  carries  comfort  and  happiness  to  the 
widowed  homes,  but  coupled  with  it  is  the  sweet  remembrance  that  the 
living  fireman  never  forgets  his  dead  brother;  that  the  declaration  set 
forth  in  our  charter,  constitution  and  by-laws,  that  the  widow  and  orphan 
shall  be  protected,  will  be  fulfilled  as  long  as  our  organization  holds  to- 
gether." 

Fortunately  the  crisis  so  clearly  foreseen  by  the  President  was 
averted — not  by  prompt  relief  from  the  city,  but  by  the  resources  which 
the  Association,  in  its  despair  and  lofty  determination  not  to  abandon 
either  its  professional  or  its  charitable  trusts,  found  within  itself.  In 
April  of  the  following  year,  when  the  last  penny  of  funds  had  been  ex- 
hausted, the  Association  succeeded  in  negotiating  a  loan  for  $30,000 
from  the  banks,  and  the  State  Legislature,  which  in  1869  had  appropriated 
$5,000  to  the  department,  furnished  another  $10,000  in    1870.  With 
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these  funds  and  careful  management,  the  Association  managed  to  get 
along  until,  in  September,  1870,  the  city  finally  made  a  settlement  with 
the  Association.  To  be  sure,  the  city  made  a  considerable  shave  in  the 
amount,  and  settled  $150,000  of  indebtedness  at  82^  cents  on  the  dol- 
lar (!)  and  paid  even  that  in  city  bonds.  But  the  interest  which  the  in- 
surance companies  had  in  the  continuance  of  the  fire  department  led 
them  to  advance  money  and  accept  these  bonds  at  their  face  value  ;  so 
the  department,  albeit  with  its  splendid  resources  badly  curtailed,  was 
again  in  funds  with  which  to  carry  out  its  obligations  to  the  city,  its 
sluggish,  partial  paymaster,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans  who  had 
been  left  to  it  as  a  sacred  legacy. 

During  the  interval  between  1867  and  the  early  part  of  1870,  there 
had  been  in  the  courts  a  most  unjust  lawsuit  against  the  Association, 
which  resulted,  on  February  14,  1870,  not  only  in  a  victory  for  the 
Association,  but  in  a  tribute  to  the  worth  and  services  of  the  Fire 
Department  in  the  deliverance  of  the  judge  which  was  quite  worth  the 
annoyance  and  expense  of  defending  the  suit.  The  treasurer's  accounts 
during  these  years  contain  sundry  entries  of  payments  of  legal  expenses 
in  the  suits  of  Howes  and  Yule.  The  nature  as  well  as  the  result  of  the 
suit  appears  in  the  decision  rendered  by  Judge  Cooley,  which  follows: 

"  Robert  Howes  vs.  City  of  New  Orleans  and  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association,  and  J.  L.  Yule  vs.  the  same — Sixth  District  Court.  Parish 
of  New  Orleans. — The  plaintiffs  in  the  above  consolidated  cases  claim 
damages  from  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  and  the  City  of  New 
Orleans  for  injury  sustained  in  the  loss  by  fire  of  certain  property 
belonging  to  them.  They  allege  that  on  the  19th  of  May,  1867,  the  fire- 
men of  the  city  were  at  the  Fair  Grounds,  a  place  remote  from  the  city, 
amusing  themselves  in  racing  and  other  sports.  That  some  time  in  the 
evening  of  that  day  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  houses, 
and,  owing  to  the  tardiness  of  the  fire  engines  in  arriving  at  the  spot, 
reached  their  property  and  burnt  it  down.  They  aver  that,  instead  of 
being  at  their  posts  of  duty,  the  firemen  were,  as  above  said,  at  the  Fair 
Grounds,  amusing  themselves.  It  is  urged  by  them  that  if  the  engines 
had  arrived  at  the  fire  in  proper  time,  there  was  plenty  of  water  in  the 
vicinity,  and  the  flames  could  have  been  subdued  before  they  had  reached 
the  houses  owned  by  them.    They  found  their  right  of  action  against 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


199 


the  Association  upon  the  ground  that  it  has  assumed  the  obligation  of 
putting  out  fires,  by  a  written  contract  with  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  by 
virtue  of  which  contract  the  Association  receives  a  certain  amount  every 
year  from  the  city. 

"  The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  pleaded  the  general  issue  ; 
that  they  were  promptly  on  the  spot  with  all  the  necessary  engines,  but 
could  not  obtain  water  ;  and  that  the  spread  of  the  fire  was  due  to  the 
want  of  the  necessary  supply  of  water  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  in  no  event  can 
the  plaintiffs  recover  from  the  Association,  because  there  is  no  privity  of 
contract  between  it  and  plaintiffs. 

"So  far  as  the  claim  of  the  plaintiffs  is  against  the  Firemen's  Charit- 
able Association,  it  dues  not  present  itself  with  anything  like  equity. 
The  firemen  of  this  city  are  volunteers  in  the  charitable  object  of  saving 
life  and  property.  Day  and  night  they  are  liable  to  be  called  from  their 
business  or  their  repose,  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  attempt  to  save  from  the 
devouring  element  both  life  and  property.  The  purest  benevolence 
seems  to  be  their  only  motive  ;  the  beggarly  stipend  they  receive  from 
the  city  hardly  sufficing  for  their  expenses. 

"  An  action  against  such  a  body  of  men,  philanthropists  in  the  broad- 
est sense  of  the  term,  for  damages  occasioned  by  some  neglect,  cannot  be 
favored  by  courts.  Their  services  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  of  dangers 
are  too  great  to  be  properly  appreciated  ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety  that  the  nature  of  those  obligations  which  they  have  voluntarily 
assumed  towards  their  fellow-citizens,  very  often  are  fulfilled  not  only  at 
the  risk  but  at  the  actual  cost  of  life  of  some  of  them.  A  suit,  then, 
against  them,  can  be  likened  to  one  against  that  other  charitable  associa- 
tion, called  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  for  loss  of  life  on  account  of  neglect  in 
the  proper  attention  to  a  sick  patient.  The  best  feelings  of  our  nature 
revolt  at  the  idea  that  suits  like  the  present  one  are  brought.  They 
exhibit  one  of  the  very  worst  features  of  human  nature  ;  a  sordid  desire 
to  make  up  losses,  no  matter  whom  the  process  of  indemnification  may 
affect.  The  good  Sister  of  Charity  who  mingles  her  prayers  to  the 
Almighty  with  her  care  and  attention  to  the  fevered  patient,  stands  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  noble  fireman,  who,  for  no  pay  whatever,  con- 
demns himself  to  a  life  of  labor,  constant  watchfulness,  and  great  risk  of 
body  and  limb,  to  rescue  the  property  of  his  fellow-man  from  the  devour- 
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ing  element.  And  it  is  but  a  poor  requital  of  the  immense  services  each 
in  his  sphere  renders  to  the  citizens,  that  they  should  be  dragged  before 
the  public  and  condemned  to  atone  in  dollars  and  cents  for  some  slight 
shortcoming  in  the  discharge  of  their  voluntarily  imposed  duty. 

"  A  case  of  gross  neglect  must  therefore  be  made  out,  and  clear 
liability  must  be  shown  to  exist,  to  authorize  a  judgement  in  such  a  case. 
In  my  opinion  no  obligation  was  ever  contracted  by  the  Firemen's  Char- 
itable Association  towards  the  plaintiffs.  The  contract  with  the  city  does 
not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  plaintiffs  ;  there  being  no  privity  between 
them  and  the  defendants. 

"  A  judgment  will  be  entered  in  favor  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  and  against  the  plaintiffs." 

While  the  fact  that  the  fire-record  alone,  of  the  past  forty  years, 
would  fill  a  volume,  must  account  for  not  including  it  in  this  work,  there 
are  some  events  that  must  be  recorded.  Such  an  one  was  the  burning  of 
the  Varieties  Theatre,  on  December  i,  1870,  at  which  two  brave  mem- 
bers of  the  department  lost  their  lives,  exciting  a  degree  of  sympathy 
in  the  community  which  has  seldom  been  equalled.  About  half  past  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  the  private  watchman  of  the  theatre  while  making 
his  rounds  discovered  a  great  volume  of  smoke  issuing-  from  beneath  the 
stage.  He  at  once  awoke  four  persons  sleeping  in  the  building  and  gave 
the  alarm  ;  but  almost  before  the  fire  department  arrived  the  entire  thea- 
tre was  wrapped  in  flames.  Those  within  barely  escaped  with  their  lives, 
and  not  a  dollar's  worth  of  the  wardrobes,  properties  or  scenery  was 
saved.  So  fiercely  did  the  fire  burn  that  it  was  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
before  any  impression  was  made  on  it,  and  the  flames,  bursting  through 
the  roof,  were  communicated  to  other  buildings  adjacent,  and  threatened 
to  sweep  across  the  street  and  involve  the  buildings  over  the  way. 
While  some  members  of  Philadelphia  No.  14,  were  engaged  in  the 
humane  work  of  saving  horses  from  a  burning  stable,  the  adjacent  wall 
of  the  theatre  fell  with  a  terrific  crash  on  the  roof  of  the  stable,  crushing 
it  and  burying  the  unfortunate  men  in  the  ruins.  Among  those  within 
at  the  time  was  J.  D.  Nicholson  of  No.  14,  a  man  well  known  in  the 
department  and  throughout  the  city,  whose  connection  with  the  City  and 
St.  James  Hotels  had  brought  him  into  friendly  relations  with  so  many 
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Texans,  that  he  was  popularly  known  as  '  Texas  Nick.'  He  was  instantly 
killed  and  his  body  was  badly  burned.  Joseph  Clavier,  a  pressman  at  the 
Bulletin  office,  and  a  member  of  Columbia  No  5,  was  seriously  hurt,  and 
for  a  time  it  was  supposed  that  he  also  was  killed  ;  he  was  taken  to  his 
home  alive,  but  died  about  ten  days  later.  John  Connors,  Foreman  of 
No.  14,  and  a  member  named  Leaonard,  were  likewise  injured.  Twelve 
or  fourteen  others  escaped  by  a  marvel  from  injury. 

The  greatest  excitement  pervaded  the  city,  from  the  not  unnatural 
rumor  that  the  loss  of  life  was  much  greater  than  it  really  was.  But  the 
excitement  was  increased  when  it  was  learned  that  there  was  one  loss  of 
life  which  was  at  first  unsuspected.  Some  time  after  the  fire,  the  mother 
of  Thomas  Fox,  a  member  of  American  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  2,  informed 
the  company  that  her  son  had  not  come  home  since  the  fire.  A  meeting 
of  the  company  then  in  progress  was  at  once  adjourned,  and  the  mem- 
bers, led  by  their  foreman,  went  to  the  ruins  to  search  for  his  body. 
They  worked  all  night  without  success,  and  then  they  were  reinforced  by 
their  comrades  of  other  companies,  who  had  learned  of  their  sad  mission. 
Thus  pushed  forward,  the  searchers  were  rewarded  with  the  success  they 
dreaded,  for  about  the  middle  of  the  morning,  the  body  of  the  unfortunate 
man  was  discovered  under  a  pile  of  debris  below  the  hatchway  of  the 
stable.  The  fire  hat  of  the  brave  fellow  was  crushed  flat  and  driven  into 
his  head.  The  belt,  bearing  the  word  '  warden,'  the  title  of  his  office,  was 
hardly  more  than  a  patch  of  burned  leather.  The  funeral  of  Nicholson 
was  held  from  the  house  of  No.  14,  on  Common  Street,  near  Howard. 
The  house  was  tastefully  draped  in  white,  and  the  decorations  and  frames 
in  the  interior  were  covered  with  white  crape.  The  body  lay  in  state  in 
a  casket  resting  on  a  pedestal  in  the  centre  of  the  house,  this  also  heavily 
draped  with  white  cloth,  ornamented  with  stars  and  the  symbol  of  the 
company,  made  of  orange  leaves.  About  four  o'clock  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  2nd,  the  cortege,  headed  by  a  platoon  of  police  and  a  band,  moved 
from  the  engine  house.  The  procession  included  Chief  O'Connor  and  all 
the  principal  officers  of  the  department  ;  pall  bearers  selected  from  the 
various  companies;  the  officers  of  the  Charitable  Association;  exempts 
and  active  members  of  every  company  in  the  department  ;  and  friends  of 
the  deceased  in  carriages.  The  interment  was  in  Cypress  Grove  Ceme- 
tery, where  the  body  was  placed  in  the  tomb  of  No.  14.    A  little  later,  a 
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similar  procession  of  sympathizing  comrades  and  officials  escorted  the 
remains  of  poor  Fox  from  his  late  home  on  Thalia  Street  to  the  St. 
Theresa  Church,  and  thence,  after  the  services,  to  the  St.  Joseph  Ceme- 
tery on  Washington  Street. 

The  public  interest  and  feeling  over  this  tragedy  manifested  itself  in 
every  possible  way.  The  papers  contained  numerous  cards  of  thanks  for 
the  efforts  and  services  of  the  firemen  ;  the  fire  companies  exchanged 
resolutions  of  sympathy  ;  public  bodies  put  on  record  their  appreciation 
both  of  the  daring  valor  of  the  men  and  their  sad  loss  of  life  ;  and  many 
came  forward  with  material  testimonials  of  their  practical  sympathy  for 
the  bereaved  ones.  A  few  of  these  expressions  may  fitly  be  preserved 
here,  as  illustrations  of  the  quick  sympathies  of  an  appreciative  people. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  on  motion  of  Commissioner 
Robinson  : 

Whereas,  two  valiant  members  of  the  Fire  Department  have  met  their  death  during  the  recent 
conflagration  on  Gravier  St..  in  their  attempts  to  preserve  and  protect  life  and  property  from  loss  and 
destruction  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  Department  of  Metropolitan  Police  deeply  sympathize  with  their  generous 
and  able  coadjutors  of  the  Fire  Department,  in  the  affliction  which  has  fallen  upon  them,  and  unite 
with  them  in  rendering  tribute  to  the  chivalric  valor  of  their  dead  heroes. 

Resolved,  that  the  Superintendent  be  instructed  to  tender  to  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department  a  detail  of  police  officers  to  attend  as  escort  or  guard  of  honor  the  funeral  of  the 
deceased  firemen  this  afternoon. 

t 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  i,  1S70. 

I.  N.  Marks,  Esq.,  Preside///  of  the  F.  C.  A. 

Sir : — The  fire  of  this  morning,  which  ended  with  such  sadly  disastrous  results  for  some  of  your 
brave  and  self-devoting  firemen,  occurred  so  near  my  office  that  I  was  a  witness  of  their  zealous  efforts 
to  stay  the  further  ravages  of  their  enemy.  To  mark  the  grievous  impression  made  upon  me  by 
the  death  and  suffering  brought  about  by  this  dreadful  fire,  I  beg  to  enclose  herein  a  check  for  $100, 
which  you  will  please  carry  to  the  credit  of  the  General  Fund  of  your  admirable  and  meritorious 
Association. 

Yours  Truly, 

R.  B.  Mannion. 

Firemen's  Charitable  Association. 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  2,  1870. 

R.  B.  Maxnton,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir : — With  great  satisfaction  I  acknowledge  your  kind-hearted  communication  of  the 
1st  inst.  Your  valued  appreciation  of  the  services  of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans  on  the 
occasion  of  the  recent  sad  and  disastrous  fire  at  the  Varieties  Theatre  will  be  justly  estimated  by  all 


XEir  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


205 


of  the  living  comrades  of  our  dead  heroes.  If  our  self-sacrificing  organization  required  any  stimu- 
lating incentive  to  renewed  exertion  in  the  performance  of  their  perilous  duties,  it  would  be  furnished 
in  the  practical  appreciation  conveyed  in  your  letter.  Your  generous  donation  has  been  placed  in 
our  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

Very  Truly,  Your  Obedient  Servant, 

I.  N.  Marks,  Prest. 


Pyrtania  Street,  Sunday.  Dec.  4.  1870. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  i\T .  0.  Times  : 

Much  as  I  regret  the  loss  of  property  caused  by  the  destruction  of  the  Varieties  Theatre,  yet  my 
sympathy  is  far  more  devoted  to  the  affliction  of  those  who  are  to-day  sorrowing  over  newly-made 
graves.  To  the  heart-stricken  widow,  the  aged  mother,  or  the  helpless  orphan,  who  can  restore 
husband,  son  or  father  ?  Alas!  our  tears  avail  not.  Let  us  then  mitigate,  as  far  as  in  our  power, 
the  sufferings  of  the  loved  ones  of  those  heroic  firemen  whose  sudden  and  terrible  deaths  have  left 
families  without  support.  Urge  prompt  action,  and  as  our  people  are  ever  just  and  generous,  no  one 
will  refuse  to  aid.  Please  add  the  enclosed  '  widow's  mite  '  to  the  fund,  which  is  doubtless  already 
commenced,  and  oblige. 

Yours  Faithfullv, 

J   L.  B. 

The  "widow's  mite"  was  a  ten  dollar  bill. 


From  the  Younger  Class  attending  Mrs.  J.  L.  Brand's  School,  No.  7  Pyrtania  St. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  X.  O.  Times  : 

We  little  girls  will  thank  you  if  you  send  this  money  (ten  dollars)  to  Mrs.  Fox.  the  poor  widow 
whose  good  son  was  killed  at  the  fire  of  the  Varieties  Theatre,  and  please  tell  her  how  very  sorry  we 
are  for  her  loss. 

Estelle  and  Fleda  Williams,  Cedonia  Yandergrift,  Rosebud  Jonas, 

Annea  Huntington,  Nellie  Moses,  Louise  Trist, 

Emma  Christ,  Mamie  Folwell,  Ada  Smith, 

Gertrude  Pike,  Edith  Labatt,  Elvie  Walter. 

The  general  public,  too,  took  such  opportunities  as  were  offered 
them  to  unite  in  the  work  of  sympathy.  A  grand  benefit  performance 
of  "  Charles  II."  and  "  Robert  Macaire,"  given  by  the  Shakespeare  Club, 
on  December  13,  was  crowded  to  the  doors,  and  resulted  in  a  handsome 
addition  to  the  fund  for  the  widow  Fox. 

We  have  seen  in  this  episode  how  quick  the  public  was  to  respond 
when  its  humane  sympathies  were  aroused  by  incidents  in  the  actual 
work  of  the  firemen.  Indeed,  this  friendly  interest  in  the  firemen  was 
characteristic  of  the  attitude  of  the  people,  throughout.  And  it  was  not 
limited  to  the  tragedies,  but  extended  also  to  the  pleasures,  the  festivi- 
ties, the  games  and  the  parades,  of  the  department.  But  along  with  this, 
there  was  another  undercurrent  of  feeling  towards  the  department,  which 
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was  unfavorable  to  it.  There  was  a  pressure  for  undoing  the  depart- 
ment, for  taking  the  control  of  the  fire  service  of  the  city  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  which  was  a  steady  pressure,  although  its  mani- 
festations were  occasional  rather  than  continuous.  That  this  was  due  in 
part  to  a  sincere,  if  mistaken,  impression  that  the  time  had  come  for  giv- 
ing New  Orleans  a  paid  fire  department,  such  as  other  cities  had,  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  True,  those  who  thought  thus  ignored  the  exceptional 
conditions  in  New  Orleans,  whose  ill-paved  streets  and  inadequate  water 
supply  required  the  labor  of  many  hands,  such  as  a  volunteer  department 
could  supply  while  a  paid  department  could  not,  and  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble to  duplicate  the  fire  service  of  other  cities,  where  the  engines  were 
easily  brought  up  to  the  fire  and  a  few  men  with  machinery  and  ample 
water  could  do  the  work.  But  this  feeling  was  also  based  to  a  large 
extent  on  the  ambitions  of  men  and  on  the  political  considerations  which 
could  not  calmly  see  an  important  city  department  removed  from  the 
control  of  those  who  had  the  direction  of  every  other  department,  and 
left  in  the  charge  of  a  Charitable  Association  of  business  men,  with  a 
single  eye  to  two  duties — namely,  the  keeping  of  a  business  contract  with 
the  city  and  the  maintenance  of  a  grand  benevolent  work.  Whatever  its 
nature  and  cause,  the  consequence  of  this  determination  that  the  fire 
department  should  be  taken  from  the  control  of  the  F.  C.  A.  was  that, 
at  least  as  often  as  the  question  came  up  of  renewing  the  contract  with 
the  Association,  attempts  were  made  to  defeat  the  renewal. 

Such  an  occasion  arose  in  1 8 7 1 ,  when  the  current  contract  with  the 
Association  expired.  An  ordinance  to  renew  the  contract  for  a  term  of 
ten  years,  offered  in  the  City  Council  by  Mr.  Remick  in  August,  was 
called  up  on  Nov.  8,  and  was  lost  by  a  large  majority  ;  and  in  its  place 
the  following  was  adopted  by  the  same  vote  :  "  That  the  Administrator 
of  Commerce  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  organize  a  paid  depart- 
ment for  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  and  to  negotiate  for  the  necessary 
machinery  and  supplies."  This  was  a  bombshell  thrown  into  the  camp 
of  the  F.  C.  A.,  and  at  once  the  Association  rallied  its  forces  to  repel  the 
attack  on  its  existence.  At  a  meeting  held  on  November  11,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Delegates  : — 

"  Whereas,  for  the  past  thirty-six  years  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  has 
been  one  of  the  most  useful  and  prominent  of  its  public  institutions,  performing  its  important  mis- 
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sion  faithfully,  energetically,  and  satisfactorily  to  the  public  ;  in  time  of  peace,  through  the  long, 
gloomv  period  of  the  war,  in  pestilence,  and  wherever  duty  demanded  the  presence  of  its  members  ; 
and 

"  Whereas,  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  composed  of  the  same  self-sacrificing  men, 
has,  during  the  long  period  of  its  existence,  nursed  and  assisted  its  sick,  buried  its  dead,  contributed  to 
the  support  of  its  widows  and  orphans,  and  has  to-day  upon  its  rolls  190  widows  and  300  children, 
and  50  total  orphans  ;  and 

"  Whereas,  an  institution  whose  time-honored  usefulness  commands  and  possesses  the  grate- 
ful support  of  an  entire  community  ;  whose  charitable  code  is  as  comprehensive  and  as  practical  as 
it  is  benevolent  and  humane  ;  whose  consistent  respect  for  public  opinion  and  the  rights  of  others 
has  been  as  remarkable  as  its  great  utility  ;  an  institution  whose  record  is  without  blot  or  stain  upon 
its  escutcheon — should  not  be  ruthlessly  changed  by  those  entrusted  temporarily  with  the  peoples' 
power  ;  be  it 

"Resolved,  that  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  views  with  alarm  and  sur- 
prise the  uncalled  for  attempt  of  a  portion  of  the  City  Government  to  abolish  their  organization,  and 
as  citizens,  taxpayers  and  firemen,  respectfully  but  earnestly  and  solemnly  protest  against  legislation 
which  is  unwise,  impolitic  and  dangerous  to  public  property,  and  the  risks  of  underwriters. 

"  Resolved,  that  in  the  unanimous  declaration  of  the  New  Orleans  Underwriters,  as  expressed 
through  their  public  resolutions,  in  the  united  voice  of  the  public  press,  in  the  support  of  the  Citizens' 
Association,  and  in  the  clear  and  unmistakable  manifestation  of  public  opinion,  this  Board  grate- 
fully recognizes  the  undivided  sentiment  of  the  taxpayers  and  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  in  favor  of 
the  continued  existence  of  our  cherished  Fire  Department. 

"  Resolved,  that  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  enter  into  a  just  and  equitable  contract  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires  with  the  City  Government,  and  thus  to  preserve  unto  our  fellow-citizens  their 
beloved  and  time-honored  organization. 

"  Resolved,  that  if  the  City  Administrators  are  not  yet  fully  alive  to  the  loudly  expressed  de- 
sires of  the  taxpayers  of  New  Orleans,  and  their  constituency  or  creators  want  any  further  emanations 
of  popular  feeling,  then  the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  Finance  Committee  are  hereby  authorized, 
whenever  in  their  opinion  the  exigencies  of  the  case  demand  it,  to  call  public  mass  meetings  of  the 
people  of  New  Orleans  in  each  of  the  four  original  Municipal  Districts  of  the  city. 

"  Resolved,  that  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  call  said  meetings,  the  Delegates  in  this  Board  from 
each  Municipal  District  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  committees  to  supervise  and  arrange 
such  meetings. 

"  Resolved,  that  the  profound  and  grateful  thanks  of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  tendered  to  the  Underwriters  of  New  Orleans,  the  Press  of  this  city,  the  Citi- 
zens' Association,  and  the  people,  for  their  prompt  and  cordial  endorsement  of  this  organization." 

In  connection  with  this  effort  of  the  F.  C.  A.  and  its  friends  among 
the  people  to  overcome  this  movement,  so  full  of  danger  to  itself  and  to 
the  fire  service,  Major  E.  A.  Burke,  on  behalf  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
addressed  a  memorial  to  Governor  Warmouth,  in  which  he  gave  some 
figures  as  to  the  cost  of  a  paid  department,  such  as  the  city  was  then 
threatened  with  the  support  of.    Major  Burke  said  : 

"Twenty-four  companies  in  New  Orleans,  at  $17,193,  would  cost 
the  city  $412,732.    You  will  therefore  perceive  that,  should  the  number 
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of  companies  be  decreased  to  one-half  the  present  number,  and  then  be 
conducted  as  economically  as  other  paid  departments,  the  cost  would  still 
be  almost  double  the  sum  asked  by  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association. 
But  let  us  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  Board  of  Administrators  should 
establish  a  paid  department,  composed  of  half  the  number  of  companies  now 
employed,  and  that  men  were  employed  at  $30  per  month,  who  would  be 
expected  to  follow  their  usual  vocations  (if  any  they  had)  and  go  upon 
duty  only  when  an  alarm  was  sounded — ask  any  intelligent  member  of 
the  Board  of  Underwriters  what  the  result  would  be,  and  you  would  be 
told  that  the  rates  of  insurance  would  be  increased  one  hundred  per  cent. 
As  the  number  of  companies  and  men  engaged  in  extinguishing  fires  de- 
creases, the  risk  upon  property  becomes  greater,  and  rates  will  increase 
in  proportion.  Could  you  expect  the  same  security  of  property  from  the 
twelve  companies  and  two  hundred  poorly  paid  firemen,  as  now  exists 
with  twenty-four  companies,  nine  hundred  active  volunteers,  and  fifteen 
hundred  reserve  exempts  in  case  of  great  disaster  ?  The  rates  have 
diminished  for  the  past  few  years,  by  reason  of  the  efficiency  of  the  pres- 
ent department ;  because,  to  use  the  language  of  the  President  of  the 
Citizens'  Bank,  1  for  twenty  years  past  we  could  recline  peacefully  with 
the  knowledge  that  a  thousand  brave  hands  guarded  our  lives  and  prop- 
erty from  the  dreaded  fire  fiend;  but  now,  when  the  alarm  sounds,  a 
thrill  of  fear  drives  rest  and  slumber  from  our  households.'  Should  the 
increase  of  rates  of  insurance  be  one-fourth  of  the  amount  anticipated, 
say  25  per  cent,  on  $2,744,743  (net  earnings  last  year),  making  $693,618  ; 
to  which  add  cost  of  Fire  Department,  $350,898  ;  making  a  total  of 
$1,044,515  to  be  wrung  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  for  the  first 
year's  experience  of  a  paid  fire  department.  Should  you  desire  official 
and  detailed  data  to  support  the  above  statements,  I  will  be  happy  to 
place  it  at  your  service." 

The  impression  made  upon  Governor  Warmouth  by  these  and  simi- 
lar representations  will  be  understood  from  his  endorsement : 

"  State  of  Louisiana,  Executive  Department. 

"  New  Orleans,  Nov.  11.  1871. 

"  The  within  communication  is  respectfully  referred  to  His  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  and  the  Board  of  Administrators  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  ; 
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and  in  so  doing',  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state  that  I  regard  the  enclosed 
statistics  as  successfully  vindicating  the  opinion  which  I  have  expressed 
personally  to  several  of  the  Administrators  of  the  city  government — that 
the  ends  of  economy  will  be  best  served  by  a  renewal  of  the  contract  with 
the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association. 

"  The  two  great  propositions  to  be  considered  are,  first,  the  most 
prompt  and  effective  system  for  protecting  the  property  of  the  city  from 
destruction  by  fire  ;  and,  secondly,  the  accomplishment  of  this  end  with 
the  least  possible  expense.  It  is  a  fact  which  all  are  forced  to  admit,  that 
this  organization  constitutes  the  most  active,  spirited  and  efficient  fire 
department  in  the  country.  While  St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  and 
New  York,  all  very  much  better  built  cities  than  New  Orleans,  frequently 
,  ,  have  whole  blocks  and  squares  destroyed  by  fire,  we  have  not  within  my 
recollection  had  a  single  block  destroyed  at  any  one  time.  In  1865, 
when  the  business  of  the  city  was  so  completely  prostrate,  and  the  mer- 
chants became  discouraged  and  disheartened,  many  unscrupulous  men  set 
fire  to  their  own  property,  hoping  that  with  what  they  might  realize  by 
insurance  they  might  be  saved  from  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  During  that 
trying  time,  as  many  as  five  fires  occurred  in  one  night ;  yet  all  these  fires 
were  subdued  with  the  greatest  alertness,  and  with  the  destruction  of  no 
considerable  amount  of  property.  These  facts,  considered  in  connection 
with  the  limited  supply  of  water  afforded  by  the  Water  Works  arrange- 
ment of  the  city,  speak  well  for  the  efficiency  of  the  department.  In  my 
opinion,  $140,000  is  a  very  reasonable  demand  for  the  services  proposed 
to  be  rendered.  Indeed,  so  moderate  did  I  regard  it  that,  in  an  inter- 
view with  a  committee  of  the  Association,  I  expressed  the  opinion  that  it 
would  find  it  more  to  its  interest  to  obtain  the  contract  for  a  short  term 
rather  than  for  the  long  one  of  ten  years  as  proposed  by  them.  There 
is  another  point  in  this  matter  that  calls  for  consideration,  and  that  is 
that  the  young  men  who  now  constitute  the  active  firemen  of  our  city 
are  of  a  class  which  cannot  be  employed  in  a  paid  department.  They 
are  men  of  business,  some  of  them  men  of  fortune,  who  take  great  pride 
in  the  esprit  de  corps,  a  devotion  to  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  a  laudable  ambition  to  actively  contribute  to  prevent  the 
misfortunes  of  their  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  class  of  men  who  would  be  employed  under  a  pay  system  would  be 
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of  inferior  skill  and  actutated  by  no  higher  than  mercenary  motives,  and 
the  department  would  be  constantly  changing  them  for  others  selected  by 
force  of  circumstances,  and  in  many  instances  from  a  regard  of  personal 
friendship,  or  political  or  social  consideration. 

'•  Very  respectfully, 

"  H.  C.  Warmouth," 

The  considerations  proposed  by  the  Governor  were  certainly  such  as 
the  city  authorities  were  particularly  bound  at  this  time  to  weigh.  Econ- 
omy of  operation  was  indeed  a  vital  consideration  with  a  city  which  at 
this  very  moment  owed  the  Association  $45,000  for  services  already 
rendered  !  In  the  end  the  Association  prevailed,  and  received  from  the 
city  at  $140,000  per  annum  the  fourth  of  the  series  of  five-year  contracts 
awarded  to  it  since  1855.  President  Marks  commented  on  the  events  of 
the  year  in  his  annual  communication  as  follows  : 

"  We  have  just  closed  the  most  eventful  year  in  the  history  of  the 
Association.  Its  long  career  of  usefulness  has  been  chequered  by  many 
vicissitudes,  through  all  of  which  it  safely  passed,  but  never  has  it  been 
subjected  to  so  severe  a  trial,  nor  has  its  inherent  strength  had  to 
undergo  such  a  test  as  marked  its  recent  trouble.  The  character  of  the 
contest,  the  seeming  odds  against  the  Association,  the  dignified  manner 
with  which  the  struggle  was  conducted,  the  noble  response  of  the  press 
and  the  people,  all  combine  to  form  a  chain  of  events  long  to  be  remem- 
bered and  treasured  up  as  jewels  of  memory. 

"  If  anything  was  required  to  prove  to  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion the  inestimable  value  of  the  high  character  of  the  organization  ;  of 
its  recognized  usefulness  ;  of  its  indispensable  existence  to  our  city,  the 
evidence  has  been  presented  without  stint  or  reluctance,  and  upon  that 
evidence  a  jury  of  the  people  with  one  voice  returned  a  verdict,  well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servants  ! 

"  This  much  I  write,  not  in  a  spirit  of  exultation,  but  with  a  heart 
overflowing  with  gratitude  to  God,  for  the  preservation  of  our  beloved 
Association,  and  for  permitting  me  to  oe  one  of  the  humble  instruments 
in  His  hands  in  the  accomplishment  oi  this  good  work.  The  future  of 
the  Association  is  now  in  the  hands  of  its  members.  They  know  its 
strength,  let  them  use  that  strength  wisely  and  legitimately,  never  permit 


Si  KIM  Kngim-.  of  EAul.t.  C".  No.  7,  1S6S. 


XEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


213 


the  organization  to  depart  from  the  performance  of  its  delegated  duties, 
faithfully  execute  the  contract  with  the  city,  continue  to  sustain  and 
extend  its  glorious  and  comprehensive  system  of  benevolence,  elevate 
the  character  of  its  members,  mark  as  its  enemy  any  man  within  it  who 
would  disturb  its  harmony  or  impair  its  efficiency,  let  its  finances  be 
honestly  and  prudently  administered,  check  extravagance  in  any  branch  of 
its  crovernment.  Do  all  of  these  things  and  our  Association  has  a  future 
before  it  infinitely  more  useful  and  important  than  even  the  bright  record 
its  past  presents." 

In  1872,  the  City  whose  Councilmen  had  so  lightly  resolved  on 
undertaking  the  doubtful  and  expensive  experiment  of  a  paid  fire  depart- 
ment, fell  into  financial  arrearages  with  the  Association  to  a  greater 
extent  than  ever.  By  April  seven  months'  payments  were  clue  the 
Association,  no  part  of  which  had  been  paid.  In  June  the  Association 
was  compelled  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  $20,000  from  the  insurance  com- 
panies, to  keep  from  completely  stopping  operations.  Finally,  in 
August,  a  settlement  with  the  city  was  effected  by  the  Association  receiv- 
ing for  an  indebtedness  of  $97,222  City  Bonds  with  a  face  value  of 
$87,500,  or  90  per  cent,  of  the  account  ;  and  as  the  actual  market  value 
of  these  bonds  was  only  56,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Association  suffered 
a  great  loss  in  accepting  this  settlement  which  was  necessary  to  their  con- 
tinuance. Even  after  this  settlement,  the  Association  found  itself  still 
in  debt  some  $150,000.  An  important  crisis  in  the  history  of  the  F.  C. 
A.  was  precipitated  as  an  indirect  consequence  of  the  continuing  inability 
of  the  city  to  keep  up  its  payments  during  the  next  few  years,  and 
although  it  will  take  us  slightly  ahead  of  our  story,  it  will  be  expedient 
to  recount  this  episode  here. 

Throughout  the  years  1873  and  '74  the  Association  was  put  to 
every  conceivable  device  to  keep  its  companies  in  operation,  its  machinery 
in  service,  and  not  fail  of  its  obligations  under  its  contract.  Recognizing 
the  necessity  of  giving  ample  protection  to  the  city,  it  had  even  kept 
in  commission  four  steam  engines  and  four  hose  carriages  beyond  what 
the  terms  of  its  contract  called  for.  Whatever  happened,  the  Associ- 
ation meant  to  protect  the  city.  But  things  went  from  bad  to  worse,  and 
finally,  at  the  end  of  October,  1874,  when  the  city  owed  the  Association 
the  large  sum  of  $100,000,  the  Board  of  Delegates  passed  the  following 
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resolution:  "The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  New  Orleans, 
utterly  unable  to  continue  any  longer  the  performance  of  fire  duty  with- 
out prompt  financial  aid,  will  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  November  next 
be  reluctantly  compelled  to  discharge  its  employees  and  cease  to  perform 
fire  duty  from  that  day."  Sixteen  companies  ratified  this  action  of  the 
Delegates,  though  two  or  three  companies  were  in  favor  of  running  as 
long  as  they  had  a  dollar  to  run  on,  while  the  rest  left  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  their  delegates  to  the  Board.  The  consternation  caused  by  this 
resolution  was  widespread,  and  it  reached  the  Board  of  Underwriters,  who 
were  largely  concerned  in  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of  the  fire 
service.  So,  on  Nov.  6,  the  resolution  was  reconsidered,  in  order  to  give 
time  for  a  negotiation  with  the  Underwriters  for  the  latter  to  take  over  the 
City's  debt  to  the  Association  and  cash  it.  The  result  of  these  negotia- 
tions was  foreshadowed  in  the  following  resolution,  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Delegates  on  November  30  : 

"  }]Thcrcas,  the  Insurance  Companies  composing  the  Board  of 
Underwriters  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans  have  manifested  a  disposition 
to  assist  the  Association  financially,  in  order  that  the  Fire  Department 
may  be  kept  in  service  ;  be  it  therefore 

"Resolved,  that  if  the  Insurance  Companies  composing  the  Board 
of  Underwriters  will  advance  to  this  Association  the  sum  of  $6,000 
monthly  until  financial  relief  has  been  received  from  the  City  of  New 
Orleans,  this  Association  pledges  itself  to  keep  the  entire  department  in 
efficient  service." 

The  Underwriters  took  a  couple  of  weeks  or  more  to  consider  this 
proposition,  and  finally  responded  with  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  when 
the  F'ire  Department  had  taken  action  on  the  subject  of  running  Babcock 
chemical  engines,  the  Underwriters  would  consider  the  subject  of 
advancing  the  money.  Outraged  at  this  endeavor  to  utilize  the  pressing 
needs  of  the  department  to  force  the  issue  of  a  long  standing  quarrel  on 
the  subject  of  chemical  engines,  the  Association  promptly  withdrew  its 
application  for  the  loan,  and  took  vigorous  measures  to  assert  its  right, 
as  the  contracter  with  the  city,  to  decide  what  machinery  should  be  used 
in  the  fire  service. 

This  "  Babcock  controversy,"  as  it  came  to  be  known,  had  been 
brewing  for  a  long  time.    During  the  early  seventies,  the  then  compara- 
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tivelv  new  Babcock  Extinguishers  had  been  publicly  tried  in  New  Orleans, 
and  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Fire  Department  they  came 
into  o-eneral  use,  and  were  commended  and  appreciated  for  their  un- 
doubted value,  especially  at  the  incipiency  of  a  lire.  After  a  while  the  larger 
sizes  of  Babcocks  were  introduced,  and  companies  were  formed  to  handle 
them,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  makers  and  the  1' nderwriters,  and 
it  was  of  course  "good  business"  for  their  agents  to  have  them  appear  as 
useful  as  possible.  Consequently  the  men  who  were  running  them  en- 
deavored to  force  a  sort  of  rivalry  between  the  chemical  engines  and  the 
steam  engines,  and  were  even  emboldened  to  get  in  the  way  of  the  regu- 
lar department  at  fires,  so  that  they  came  to  interfere  seriously  with  the  work 
of  the  men,  who  could  not  afford  to  wait  until  the  fire,  no  longer  "incip- 
ient," had  got  away  from  the  Babcocks.  Consequently  the  latter  had 
been  ordered  off  the  ground,  and  the  trouble  was  begun.  The  course  of 
the  dispute  will  be  best  understood  from  an  address  to  the  public,  issued 
by  the  F.  C.  A.  January  30,  1  s 7 5  : 

"  A  misaprehension  of  the  facts  by  a  portion  of  the  people,  as  to  the 
cause  of  the  difficulty  which  has  been  forced  upon  this  Association  by  the 
unwise  and  unnecessary  course  pursued  by  the  Board  of  U nderwriters, 
renders  it  proper  that  we  should  present  to  our  fellow-citizens  a  clear 
statement  of  the  case.  The  necessity  of  this  public  exposition  is  also  im- 
peratively demanded  from  us  as  a  measure  of  self-defense,  because  mis- 
chievous and  interested  parties  are  using  this  unprovoked  difficult)'  as  a 
pretext  for  the  purpose  of  covering  up  their  ulterior  designs  upon  the 
Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans.  The  question  of  the  merits  or  the 
efficiency  of  the  Babcock  Extinguisher  had  very  little  to  do  with  the  real 
machinations  of  those  who  are  again  conspiring  against  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. The  facts  which  follow  in  this  statement  will  prove  that  there  was 
but  little  opposition  in  the  department  to  the  use  of  the  Babcock  Ex- 
tinguisher. That  at  the  moment  the  Board  of  lT nderwriters  endeavored 
to  dictate  to  the  department  (taking  advantage  of  its  financial  distress) 
by  the  passage  of  a  resolution  pledging  itself  to  a  certain  line  of  policy, 
the  small  extinguishers  were  being  used  in  the  department,  and  had  been 
used  for  a  period  of  nearly  four  years,  and  a  large  extinguisher  for  about 
ten  months. 

"  In  the  month  of  January,  1874,  the  Board  of  Underwriters  made  a 
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request  of  the  Association  that  the  Fire  Department  be  permitted  to  test 
the  usefulness  or  efficiency  of  the  large  Babcock  Extinguisher  in  order 
that  the  said  Board  might  determine  from  the  character  of  the  report 
whether  it  would  purchase  the  one  then  in  the  city  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
Fire  Department  and  to  be  worked  under  its  supervision  and  by  its  au- 
thority. At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Delegates  held  Feb.  2,  1874,  the 
President  of  the  Association  was  directed  to  inform  the  Board  of  Under- 
writers that  their  request  was  granted.  The  Board  of  Foremen  were 
instructed  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  test  the  apparatus. 
.  .  .  .  The  engine  was  to  be  tried  by  each  company,  in  numerical  order, 
taking  it  to  two  fires.  This  plan  was  faithfully  carried  out  and 
had  been  nearly  completed  when  the  present  trouble  arose. 

"  At  a  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Delegates,  held 
Oct.  12,  1874,  Mr.  A.  Kalinski,  a  delegate,  submitted  a  written  applica- 
tion to  the  Board,  asking  permission  to  run  one  or  more  Babcock  Ex- 
tinguishers ( large  ones)  all  of  the  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  Board  of 
Underwriters,  the  men  employed  by  them  to  be  members  of  our  depart- 
ment and  the  machines  to  be  run  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the 
Chief  Engineer.  He  stated  that  he  had  made  this  application  for  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters.  .  .  A  delegate  .  .  . 
objected  to  any  action  being  taken  upon  the  application,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  entirely  unauthorized,  as  the  Board  of  Underwriters  had 
taken  no  official  action  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  application.  .  .  . 
At  this  meeting  reports  were  read  from  thirteen  foremen  as  to  their  ex- 
periences in  testing  the  large  Babcock  Extinguisher,  and  with  but  two 
exceptions  their  reports  were  favorable  as  to  the  serviceable  character  of 
the  engine  in  the  incipiency  of  a  fire.  .  .  . 

"  In  the  month  of  November  last  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
petition  the  Board  of  Underwriters  for  a  loan  of  money  to  sustain  the 
Fire  Department,  as  in  its  crippled  condition  it  was  impossible  to  con- 
tinue much  longer  in  service.  Upon  the  application  being  received  the 
Board  of  Underwriters  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  our  com- 
mittee .  .  .  Finally  a  special  meeting  was  called,  and  the  result  of  it  as 
officially  conveyed  to  us  was  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  'Resolved,  that  when  the  action  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  have 
been  had  on  the  running  of  one  or  more  Babcock  engines,  this  Board 
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will  take  action  on  the  proposition  to  effect  a  loan  to  the  Fire  Department.' 

....  The  Board  of  Delegates,  in  the  preservation  of  and  in  the  defense 
of  its  dignity  and  reputation,  promptly  passed  resolutions  ordering  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Babcock  engines  from  the  service  of  the  department, 
directed  that  the  application  for  a  loan  be  rescinded  and  the  committee 
discharged. 

"  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  now,  in  order  to  show  the  unreasonable 
character  of  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters,  that  no  official 
application  had  ever  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Delegates  to  run  ad- 
ditional Babcock  engines.  The  small  extinguishers  had  been  running  for 
four  years  without  interference  or  interruption,  and  the  large  one  for 
ten  months.  .  .  .  There  was  no  intention  to  interfere  with  them  and  no 
legislation  had  ever  been  inaugurated  having  any  such  object  in  view. 
.  .  .  .  Assurances  had  been  given  to  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Un- 
derwriters by  gentlemen  of  great  influence  in  the  Fire  Department  (includ- 
ing its  president),  that  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the  regular  way  there 
would  be  no  difficult)-  in  obtaining  permission  to  run  additional  extin- 
guishers. Therefore,  the  condition  so  strangely  connected  with  our 
application  for  a  very  small  amount  of  money  was  uncalled  for  and 
purely  gratuitous. 

"We  cannot  be  considered  uncharitable  when  we  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  there  is  something  in  this  resolution  having  for  its  ultimate 
object  more  than  now  meets  the  public  eye.  ...  If  there  are  parties  to 
this  trouble  who  desire  a  paid  fire  department,  let  them  unmask  them- 
selves ;  the  unpaid  fire  department  will  be  ready  to  meet  them.  If  the)* 
are  the  same  parties  who  in  18 71  gave  positive  assurances  to  the  mayor 
that,  in  the  event  that  the  Council  would  create  a  paid  fire  department, 
the  Board  of  Underwriters  would  furnish  the  money  to  purchase  the  ma- 
chinery, let  us  know  them.  They  were  circumvented  then  ;  they  will 
meet  with  the  same  fate  now." 

This  appeal  to  the  public  was  in  consequence  of  what  followed,  dur- 
ing the  month  of  January,  1875,  the  arbitrary  action  of  the  Underwriters 
on  Dec.  17,  1874.  The  Chief  Engineer  (O'Connor)  was  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  to  do  two  things— first,  to  frame  rules  and  reg- 
ulations which,  under  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Association  to  extinguish 
fires  under  their  contract,  would  be  operative  against  the  intrusion  of  the 


2lS 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Babcock,  or  any  other  unauthorized,  volunteers;  and  second,  to  arrest 
all  persons  who  ran  chemical  engines  to  fires  and  to  impound  their  engines. 
The  former  the  Chief  declined  to  do,  as  no  regulations  he  could  devise, 
other  than  those  already  existing,  would  have  any  effect  beyond  precipi- 
tating conflicts  at  fires  and  a  continuance  of  litigation.  The  second  he 
declined  to  do  on  the  mere  order  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  but 
he  intimated  that  if  the  Board  of  Delegates  would  issue  such  an  order 
he  would  feel  sufficiently  authorized  to  obey  it.  This  he  did  on  the 
advice  of  counsel,  private  and  official.  The  first  consequence  of  this  step 
was  that  charges  were  brought  against  Chief  O'Connor  by  Fire  Com- 
missioner John  Fitzpatrick,  for  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  Board, 
but  these  were  dismissed  as  not  sufficient  to  warrant  impeachment.  But 
the  Board  of  Delegates,  representing  completely  the  contracting  Associa- 
tion, and  financially  responsible  to  the  courts,  thereupon  passed  a  reso- 
lution "  That  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Department,  Thomas  O'Connor, 
be  instructed  to  prevent  the  Babcock  engines  from  running  to  fires,  and 
if  they  persist,  to  send  them  and  the  men  working  them  to  prison." 
Thus  fortified  by  legal  and  responsible  authority,  Chief  O'Connor  pre- 
pared to  act  ;  and  the  opportunity  was  not  long  delayed.  Within  a  few 
hours  from  the  passage  of  the  above  resolution,  a  fire  broke  out  on  First 
Street,  between  Willow  and  Clara,  and  not  only  the  proper  engines  of 
the  Fire  Department  were  on  hand,  but  also  the  Salvage  Corps  with  a 
wagon  operated  by  the  Board  of  Underwriters  and  commanded  by  A. 
Kalinski,  a  member  of  the  regular  department.  When  Chief  O'Connor 
reached  the  ground,  after  ordering  off  the  intruders,  he  caused  them  to 
be  arrested  and  sent  them  and  their  engine  to  the  lock-up.  The  night 
following  Chief  O'Connor  caused  the  arrest  of  a  company  operating  a 
chemical  engine  at  a  fire  on  Bertrand  St.  near  Common.  The  Under- 
writers immediately  brought  suit  against  the  F.  C.  A.  in  the  name  of 
the  Teutonia  Insurance  Co.,  and  Kalinski  and  the  men  arrested  with  him 
were  tried  for  the  offense  of  violating  the  law  prohibiting  the  presence 
at  fires  of  unauthorized  companies  of  firemen.  The  trial  of  these  cases 
caused  the  deepest  interest  at  the  time.  The  accused  men  were  defen- 
ded by  George  H.  Braughn,  who  was  long  a  valued  officer  of  the  F.  C. 
A.  The  result  was  that  the  men  were  discharged  by  the  court,  and  the  in- 
surance company  obtained  an  injunction  against  the  F.  C.  A.  from  interfer- 
ing with  their  right  to  do  what  they  could  to  save  property  on  which  they  had 
insurance  risks,  though  they  were  held  to  do  this  without  interfering  with 
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the  operations  of  the  Fire  Department.  There  ensued,  as  closing"  inci- 
dents in  the  comedy,  a  number  of  suits  for  damages  instituted  by  the  men 
who  were  arrested,  expulsions  from  membership  in  the  F.  C.  A.,  suspen- 
sion of  a  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  which  insisted  on  keeping  two 
portable  Babcocks  which  w  ere  presented  to  them  as  accessories  to  their 
new  truck,  and  other  echoes  of  the  conflict,  which  were  in  time  arranged 
without  serious  friction.  The  whole  episode  was  unfortunate  and  un- 
necessary, and  was  due  entirely  to  the  endeavor  of  the  U nderwriters  to 
exercise  an  authority  to  which  they  had  no  right.  In  time  the  bitterness 
of  the  contest  subsided,  the  chemical  engines  received  the  recognition 
which  they  would  have  met  with  long  before  had  the  Association  been 
left  to  deal  with  the  matter  without  compulsion,  and  a  few  years  later 
Chief  O'Connor  was  able  to  express  himself  as  follows: 

"  I  am  pleased  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  work  accomplished  by 
the  two  chemical  engines  stationed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  and  which 
are  operated  at  the  expense  of  a  few  of  the  insurance  companies.  In 
many  instances,  where  water  could  not  be  obtained  by  our  engines,  or 
great  delay  has  been  occasioned  by  having  to  form  long  lines  to  convey 
water,  this  auxiliary  force,  though  small,  has  rendered  most  valuable  ser- 
vice in  holding  some  fires  in  check  and  preventing  their  spread,  and  in 
extinguishing  fires  without  the  aid  of  our  department,  and  its  service  in 
extinguishing  incipient  fires  in  the  commercial  district,  and  the  large 
amount  of  loss  averted  by  its  use  cannot  be  overestimated." 

The  causes  of  friction  did  not  of  course  disappear  immediately,  and 
as  late  as  1878  the  flames  were  fanned  into  a  flicker  by  the  issuance  of  an 
order  by  Chief  of  Police  Boylan  prohibiting  police  officers  from  making 
"  an}'  comments  in  respect  of  fires  which  can  give  color  to  prejudice  in 
favor  of  the  Babcock  engines  against  the  regular  Fire  Department,  or  vice 
versa.'"  The  police  had  for  years  stimulated  the  energy  of  the  regular  fire 
companies  by  reporting  to  headquarters  which  engine  arrived  first.  Idle 
continuance  of  this  custom  after  the  introduction  of  the  hand)-  little  chemi- 
cal engines,  often  worked  substantial  injustice  to  those  running  the  regular 
engines,  which,  though  more  effective,  were  certainly  heavier  and  less  easy 
to  bring  up  to  a  fire,  and  the  friction  between  the  Babcock  and  the  fire 
department  people  was  increased  by  such  reports  from  the  police. 
Unfortunately,  in  the  printed  copy  of  the  order  which  was  sent  out  from 
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Police  Headquarters,  the  words  "  or  vice  versa"  were  omitted  ;  and  the  In- 
surance people  set  up  a  howl  over  the  partiality  for  the  Fire  Department 
of  their  brethren  of  the  Police  Department.  Then  there  was  another  tem- 
pest in  a  tea-pot,  but  this  too  subsided,  and  civilization  and  progress 
in  New  Orleans  kept  on  their  triumphant  way  thereafter,  unmolested 
from  this  particular  cause. 

The  resumption  of  the  chronological  narrative  now  takes  us  back  to 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1872.  At  this  time  Chief  Engineer  Thomas 
O'Connor  entered  upon  his  fourth  term  as  Chief,  and  his  first  term  of 
five  years,  the  constitution  having  been  amended  so  as  to  make  the  term 
of  the  Chief  Engineer  correspond  with  that  of  the  fire  contract.  His 
Assistants  at  that  time  were:  W.  H.  Manning,  1st  District  ;  C.  L.  Volz, 
2nd  District  ;  F.  Schiebert,  3rd  District  ;  O.  C.  Williamson,  4th  District. 
An  incident  occurred  during  this  year  which  marks  more  emphatically 
than  an)*  mere  opinion  could,  the  careful  way  in  which  the  F.  C.  A.  was 
kept  at  its  work  and  out  of  politics.  Major  E.  A.  Burke  in  Jul)'  resigned 
from  the  Board  of  Delegates,  in  order  not  to  jeopardize  the  interests  of 
the  Association  in  his  political  course.  In  January,  1873,  Nos.  5,  6,  13  and 
21  became  steam  engine  companies,  thus  making  the  department  a  steam 
engine  department  throughout.  There  was  some  talk  at  this  time  of 
giving  up  the  annual  Fourth  of  March  parade,  in  order  to  spend  the  sum 
it  would  cost  in  replenishing  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  which  the 
continued  financial  trouble  with  the  city  had  rendered  it  difficult  to 
maintain.  The  parade  was  not  given  up,  however,  and  yet  the  fund  was 
maintained,  the  annual  outgo  for  this  account  being  more  than  $20,000, 
and  within  a  few  years  it  reached  the  sum  of  nearly  $40,000.  Another 
economy  was  now  instituted.  Hitherto  every  engine  company  had  felt 
entitled  to  a  new  machine  every  five  years.  But  in  view  of  the  financial 
stringency,  it  was  resolved  to  renew  the  apparatus  only  when  it  was 
necessary.  An  interesting  relic  of  the  war  was  the  institution  by  the 
Association,  in  October,  1874,  of  a' suit  to  recover,  through  the  Court  of 
Claims,  the  value  of  1000  feet  of  hose  shipped  to  the  Association  from 
Philadelphia  in  1864  (when  the  department  was  operating  under  United 
States  military  auspices)  and  destroyed  by  the  Confederate  cruiser 
"  Florida."    This  claim  was  finally  collected  from  the  Government. 

Significant  among  the  occurrences  of  1875  was  the  organization  by 
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the  F.  C.  A.  of  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company.  Of  the  18  directors 
12  were  from  the  Association,  which  took  a  considerable  block  of  the 
stock,  and  the  separate  companies  did  the  same. 

Chief  O'Connor's  protest  in  his  report  for  1874,  against  the  prev- 
alence of  false  alarms,  received  ample  justification  in  two  accidents,  one 
of  them  fatal,  resulting  to  members  of  the  department  while  responding 
to  false  alarms.  Philip  W'elker,  of  Xo.  20,  was  thrown  from  his  seat 
and  cripped  for  life,  on  January  13  ;  and  on  October  10,  Charles  Pollis, 
of  Pelican  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  Xo.  4,  was  similarly  thrown 
from  his  seat,  the  wheels  of  the  truck  passing  over  him  and  crushing  him 
to  death.  Xot  unnaturally,  Chief  O'Connor  desired  that  the  sending  of 
false  alarms,  so  potent  for  evil  consequences,  should  be  made  a  crime. 

This  subject  engaged  Chief  O'Connor's  attention  even  more  seriously 
a  few  years  later,  the  practice  of  giving  false  alarms  continuing.  These 
were  given  not  only  by  the  thoughtless,  but  also  by  the  malicious,  some- 
times even,  it  was  afterwards  suspected,  by  the  "  runners  "  of  the  companies 
themselves,  for  the  purpose  of  beating  other  companies  to  the  fires. 
But  as  a  rule,  they  were  attributed  to  the  spirit  of  maliciousness,  merely 
to  get  the  apparatus  out  of  the  houses  and  on  the  road  on  wet  and  dirty 
nights,  after  everything  had  been  cleaned  up  and  the  metal  brightened 
and  polished.  These  alarms  came  from  different  parts  of  the  city,  as  many 
as  thirteen  in  one  night  having  been  sounded,  resulting  in  the  horses 
being  worn  out  and  the  men  rendered  unfit  for  service,  even  when  they 
were  not  attended  with  serious  or  fatal  casualties,  as  in  the  incidents 
above  cited.  After  this  had  been  going  on  for  some  time,  Chief  O'Connor 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mayor  Pilsbury,  on  January  31,  1878: 

''Dear  Sir: — The  futility  of  my  efforts  heretofore  to  make  any 
head  against  the  mischief  which  has  become  too  formidable  to  justify 
any  further  neglect  of  extreme  measures  for  its  redress,  makes  it  incum- 
bent on  me,  as  I  think,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duty  to  address  to 
your  Honor  directly  an  important  suggestion  which,  if  it  be  approved, 
admits  of  no  delay  in  its  adoption.  The  mischief  I  mean  is  false  alarms 
of  fire.  In  my  official  report  for  the  year  1877,  I  referred  to  this  grievance 
in  the  following  words  : 

"'In  respect,  however,  to  the  evil  of  false  alarms,  of  which  I  have 
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before  made  repeated  mention,  the  malicious  practice  still  prevails,  not- 
withstanding my  unremitting  endeavors  by  every  conceivable  means  to 
prevent  it.  It  is  not  only  an  evil  on  account  of  the  great  annoyance 
incident  to  it,  but  it  often  causes  serious  accidents  to  our  men,  as  well  as 
horses  and  apparatus.  During  the  past  year  the  department  has  been 
called  out  by  eighteen  false  alarms,  resulting  in  almost  an  equal  number 
of  accidents,  more  or  less  important.' 

"The  occasion  for  my  present  appeal  to  your  Honor  for  some  action 
in  the  premises  is  the  occurrence  of  a  serious  incident  which  brings  home 
to  the  city  with  great  force,  as  I  see  it,  the  necessity  of  some  effectual 
measure  for  the  suppression  of  this  crying  wrong.  The  circumstances 
of  such  incident  were  these: — on  the  28th  inst.,  at  11:13  r-  M->  a  false 
alarm  was  turned  in  from  box  242,  corner  of  St.  Ann  and  Miro  Streets. 
The  truck  of  Pelican  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  4,  on  its  way  to  the  supposed 
scene  of  fire,  knocked  down  and  ran  over  Mr.  P.  S.  Roubion,  who  had 
alighted  from  a  street  car  and  was  in  the  act  of  crossing  to  the  sidewalk 
at  the  time.  The  accident  caused  internal  injuries  from  which  he  has 
since  died.  With  a  view  to  an  immediate  and  effective  remedy  for  the 
evil,  I  would  respectfully  submit  to  your  Honor's  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  offering  a  reward  of  $500,  or  such  other  sum  as  you  deem 
judicious,  for  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  offender  or  offenders  in  this 
case.  Proof  of  the  commission  of  the  act  of  alarm  would,  as  I  am 
advised,  involve  guilt  of  manslaughter.  Prosecution  and  conviction  for 
which  would  effectually  deter  others  from  incurring  the  hazard  of  its 
commission  in  future  and  which  even  prosecution  without  conviction 
would  go  far  towards  doing.  I  would  also  further  respectfully  suggest 
that  arrangements  be  made  whereby  a  special  detective  be  detailed  to 
work  up  this  case  with  a  view  of  bringing  the  guilty  parties  to  justice. 

"  Very  respectfully,  Thomas  O'Connor,  Chief  Engineer." 

In  addition  to  the  casualties  already  mentioned,  there  was  that  of 
James  Campbell,  driver  of  Engine  No.  12,  who  was  thrown  from  the  seat 
of  his  engine,  the  wheels  passing  over  his  head  and  killing  him  instantly, 
and  numerous  other  accidents  of  a  less  serious  nature.  Chief  O'Connor 
finally  went  to  the  Legislature  and  procured  the  passage  of  an  act  mak- 
ing the  sending  of  a  false  alarm  a  misdemeanor,  and  there  were  several 
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convictions  under  this  act,  resulting  in  imprisonment  for  two  years  for 
this  offense.  While  this  diminished  the  frequency  of  false  alarms,  it  was 
not  until  the  firemen  themselves  were  arrayed  solidly  against  the 
offenders  that  the  practice  finally  was  reduced  to  ordinary  proportions. 

In  the  autumn  of  1875,  Chief  O'Connor,  as  a  delegate  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  Chiefs  of  Fire  Departments  held  in  New  York,  and  under  instruc- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Delegates,  made  a  tour  of  inspection  among  the 
principal  cities  of  the  North.  His  report  to  the  Association  concerning 
the  details  of  department  equipment  and  management  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  Cambridge,  Washington,  Baltimore,  Brooklyn  and 
Chicago,  was  a  valuable  contribution  on  the  methods  of  modern  fire  ser- 
vice, of  which  the  Board  was  able  to  make  good  use.  He  not  only 
received,  but  gave,  information  which,  in  respect  of  the  New  Orleans 
Fire  Department,  was  eagerly  sought.     In  his  report  he  said: 

"  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  dual  quality  of  our  institution  is 
attracting  the  attention  of  other  cities.  There  are  at  present  fire  depart- 
ments of  more  proficiency,  in  the  improved  facilities  science  has  afforded, 
than  ours  ;  but  none  presents  a  grander  union  of  elements  than  we  have 
combined  under  our  two  great  heads  of  charity  and  use.  There  is  no 
doubt  the  great  cities  will  adopt  the  eleemosynary  feature  which  in  our 
community  covers  with  its  multiplied  benefactions  so  many  sufferers  from 
year  to  year.  Let  us  hope  so,  and  if  no  other  good  results  from  my 
mission,  that  alone  will  be  ample  recompense  to  us  for  all  that  we  have 
expended  and  performed.  .  .  .  And  having  interchanged  with  our 
sister  departments  a  knowledge  of  the  superior  characteristics  belonging 
to  us  respectively,  I  earnestly  hope  that  on  our  side  we  will  not  fail  to 
profit  by  the  exchange." 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


F.  C.  A.  ADMINISTRATION  (O  INTIXUED)— lSTC  to  1SS7. 

The  Fifth  C< >xtract  Awarded  to  the  Association- — Burning  of  the  Ship 
Tornado — Madison  School  Fire  ;  Death  ok  Hart.nett  and  DeLeiir— 
Dedication  of  Tablet  to  their  Memory- — Address  of  R.  X 
Ogden — Yellow  Fever  Epidemic  of  1878 — Generous  Relief  from 
Fire  Associations  Throughout  the  Country — Ohseouies  of  Presi- 
dent Garfield — Death  of  Governor  YYiltz — Determined  Move  for 
a  Paid  Department— F.  C.  A.  Victorious  Acaix — Dancers  from  Iron- 
Shutters — The  Fire  Chiefs  at  New  Orleans — The  City  on  a  Cash 
Basis — Semi-Centennial  of  the  F.  C.  A. — The  Association  gets  its 
Last  Contract  from  the  City — Marks  and  O'Connor  Defend  the 
Department — Visit  of  the  Philadelphia  Firemen. 

HROUGHOUT  the  year  1876  the  subject  of  the  renewal  of 
the  fire  contract  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  discussed  in  all  its 
bearings.  The  Underwriters,  notwithstanding  their  general 
friendliness  to  the  department,  still  hankered  after  some  direc- 
tion of  the  department's  doings,  and  in  May  the  Association  found  it 
necessary  to  protest  against  the  insurance  companies  having  the  voice 
they  wanted  in  the  selection  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  or  forcing  on  the 
department  chemical  engines  or  other  apparatus,  preferring  to  be  their 
own  judges  as  to  what  was  involved  in  a  faithful  performance  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  city.  It  was  during  this  year  that  the  Association  resolved 
on  purchasing  from  the  city  the  engine  houses  occupied  by  the  depart- 
ment, paying  for  them  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  back  indebtedness  of 
the  city.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  contract — the  fifth  since  1K55 — was 
awarded  to  the  Association,  for  five  years,  at  the  same  figure  as  previously, 
$140,000  per  annum. 

The  condition  of  the  fire-alarm  telegraph  system  in  1878,  when  there 
was  much  trouble  with  its  operations,  was  described  in  an  interview  in 
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August  of  that  year  with  Chief  O'Connor,  and  published  in  the  Democrat. 
No  interest  connected  with  the  city  government  was  regarded  as  more 
important  than  this  one.  The  system  then  in  use  was  the  same  that  had 
been  introduced  in  1859,  unchanged  during  all  that  time,  and  even  the 
greater  part  of  the  material  in  use  being  of  the  same  ancient  lot.  The 
fire-boxes  were  in  general  the  old  crank  boxes,  with  most  of  the  interior 
works  worn  out,  causing  frequent  delays  and  errors  in  transmitting 
alarms.  The  striking  apparatuses  in  the  bell  towers  had  not  been 
renewed  or  thoroughly  repaired  since  they  were  first  erected,  nor  had  the 
office  instruments  been  changed.  Previously  to  that  time,  the  cities  of 
New  York,  Baltimore,  Boston  and  Chicago,  among  others,  had  expended 
from  $50,000  to  $100,000  in  improving  their  fire-alarm  systems,  and  it  was 
money  judiciously  spent.  The  number  of  boxes  in  New  Orleans  was 
small,  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  population  and  the  territory  to  be  pro- 
tected, there  being  only  eighty-two  boxes,  sixty  of  them  old  crank  boxes, 
while  two  hundred  and  fifty  would  not  have  been  too  many.  Many  of 
the  latest  and  most  essential  improvements  in  fire-alarm  systems  were  en- 
tirely lacking,  and  if  nothing  was  done  to  improve  the  system,  the  Chief 
thought  it  would  soon  come  to  the  more  expensive  necessity  of  entirely 
replacing  it  with  one  of  modern  construction. 

On  the  night  of  Feb.  26,  1878,  the  ship  Tornado  caught  fire,  and  the 
department  responded  promptly  to  the  alarm  and  succeeded  in  saving  the 
vessel,  flooding  her  with  water,  chopping  the  decks,  and  doing  everything 
that  could  be  done  to  preserve  the  ship.  Two  days  later,  the  captain  of 
the  vessel  engaged  Chief  O'Connor  to  pump  the  water  out  of  her  and 
raise  her  with  her  cargo.  This,  with  the  consent  of  the  F.  C.  A.  he  did, 
using  such  engines  as  could  be  spared  for  this  duty,  and  engaging  the 
services  of  two  superintendents.  But  the  captain,  thinking  that  he  could 
get  his  salvage  work  done  for  nothing  through  the  fiction  of  calling  upon 
the  fire  department  of  the  city  to  undertake  the  contract,  declined  to  pay 
the  salvage  claimed  ;  and  in  consequence  Chief  O'Connor  libelled  the 
vessel  for  his  claim,  the  pay  of  the  two  superintendents,  and  the  services 
for  fifteen  consecutive  days  of  twelve  steam  engines  and  two  hook  and 
ladder  companies,  besides  the  hose  and  other  material  used  up  in  the 
process.  This  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Chief  brought  down  on  him  some 
uninformed  correspondents  of  the  press,  who  based   their  criticisms  of 
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his  course  on  the  fallacy  that  the  Chief  and  his  companies  were  employ- 
ees of  the  city,  instead  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  and  that  they  were  not  acting 
within  their  rights  in  accepting-  a  private  contract,  notwithstanding  they 
carried  out  to  the  full  the  contract  of  the  F.  C.  A.  with  the  city  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires.  Chief  O'Connor  dismissed  these  factious  spirits 
very  shortly  in  his  rejoinders  in  the  papers,  and  established  once  for  all 
the  right  of  the  Association  to  make  such  other  use  of  their  apparatus  as 
they  chose,  so  long  as  they  continued,  whether  the  city  paid  its  debt  to 
them  or  not,  to  fulfill  their  contract  with  the  city  and  attend  satisfactorily 
to  all  conflagrations  in  the  city. 

One  of  the  fire  department  tragedies  which,  for  many  reasons,  pro- 
duced a  deeper  impression  than  others,  was  that  in  which  Joseph  W. 
Hartnett,  Second  Assistant  of  Columbia  No.  5,  and  Michael  DeLehr,  a 
member  of  the  same  company,  lost  their  lives.  It  occurred  on  July  15, 
1878,  at  a  fire  originating  in  a  two-story  frame  house  at  No.  42  South 
Prieur  Street,  and  extending  to  several  other  dwelling  houses  and  to  the 
fine  Madison  School  building  at  Prieur  and  Palmyra  Streets.  Owino-  to 
a  scarcity  of  water  at  the  time,  the  firemen  were  comparatively  helpless 
in  their  attempts  to  extinguish  the  fire,  and  they  had  to  resort  principally 
to  the  device  of  tearing  down  buildings  that  miofht  furnish  fuel  to  the 
flames  and  extend  the  conflagration.  After  the  Madison  School  building- 
had  been  seriously  involved  in  the  fire,  the  pipe  of  Mississippi  No.  2,  in 
the  hands  of  No.  5's  men,  was,  contrary  to  instructions  of  the  Chief  En- 
gineer, taken  up  towards  the  Palmyra  Street  side  of  the  building,  and 
Hartnett  and  DeLehr  mounted  to  the  landing  of  the  stairway,  some  fif- 
teen feet  above  the  ground,  and  attempted  to  tear  away  an  iron  railing  in 
order  to  open  space  for  the  stream  of  the  engine.  While  they  were  thus 
engaged,  the  tall  and  already  tottering  frame  wall  surged  forward,  and,  to 
the  horror  of  all  who  were  looking  on,  fell  upon  the  men  and  buried  them 
completely  from  sight  under  the  debris.  The  ready  hands  of  their  com- 
rades were  brought  at  once  to  the  rescue,  and  succeeded  in  uncovering 
them  from  beneath  the  burning  and  smouldering  mass  and  bringing  them 
out,  still  living,  but  crushed,  burned  and  dying.  They  were  taken  at 
once  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  where  the  physicians  and  Sisters  of  Charity  did 
all  that  was  possible  for  their  relief,  though  relief  came  only  with  death, 
which  ensued  within  a  short  time. 
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The  impression  produced  by  this  calamity,  on  the  people  and  the 
department,  was  profound.  Not  only  the  awful  nature  and  suddenness 
of  the  fate  that  these  two  brave  men  had  met  with,  but  the  fact  that  each 
left  behind  numerous  dependents  to  mourn  and  miss  him,  as  a  supporter 
as  well  as  companion,  prompted  the  always  ready  sympathy  of  the  public 
to  an  exceptional  degree.  The  financial  relations  of  the  F.  C.  A.  with 
the  city  were  more  than  usually  discouraging,  and  the  department  had 
shared  with  all  New  Orleans  the  distress  consequent  upon  the  terrible 
epidemics  that  had  visited  the  city.  Consequently  the  relief  fund  of  the 
Association  was  almost  exhausted.  But  relief  was  not  wanting  for  the 
families  of  these  unfortunate  men.  Many  came  to  their  assistance, 
among  others  the  Board  of  Underwriters,  which  gave  substantial  aid. 
One  of  the  papers  of  the  time  said,  "  It  is  but  right  and  just  that  the 
families  of  such  men  should  not  be  left  to  suffer  in  consequence  of  the 
heroism  and  self-devotion  of  their  natural  protectors,  and  those  in  whose 
service  the  lives  of  these  men  were  lost  would  be  recreant  to  every  better 
instinct  of  humanity  if  they  refused  the  succor  which  is  due  their  families, 
not  as  a  charity,  but  as  a  compensation,  and  a  trifling  one  at  that.  By  an 
old  metaphor,  the  fireman  in  peace  is  likened  to  the  soldier  in  war.  The 
metaphor  should  go  further,  and  liken  the  fireman  only  to  the  patriot 
soldier,  who  fights  and  dies  for  the  protection  of  the  homes  of  his  people 
and  the  helpless  creatures  who  gather  about  their  hearthstones.  The 
same  merciful  consideration  for  others,  the  same  unselfish  devotion,  the 
same  love  of  excitement,  the  same  indifference  to  danger  that  marks  the 
one  is  also  characteristic  of  the  other.  If  death  or  disabling  wounds 
overcome  the  soldier,  a  grateful  country  provides  by  pension  for  his 
decrepitude  or  the  wants  of  those  who  were  dependent  upon  him.  Cer- 
tainly the  fireman  is  no  less  deserving  of  consideration  on  the  part  of 
those  for  the  protection  of  whose  interests  he  has  as  unselfishly  sacri- 
ficed his  life.  If  this  be  true,  then  M.  DeLehr  and  J.  W.  Hartnett 
should  not  be  forgotten  nor  their  families  left  to  suffer  in  consequence  of 
their  heroism.  .  .  .  When  such  relief  comes  from  the  Firemen's 
Association,  it  is  charity,  born  of  friendship  and  brotherhood  ;  but  when 
it  comes  from  the  source  from  which  it  is  now  souo-ht,  it  is  but  the 
acknowledgment  of  services  rendered  and  sacrifices  incurred  in  behalf  of 
those  who  profited  by  the  exertions  and  devotion  of  the  martyrs." 
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At  the  obsequies  of  the  men,  on  July  17th,  the  members  of  the  de- 
partment were  present  at  the  call  of  Chief  O'Connor.  Columbia  No.  5 
was  present  in  full  numbers,  while  there  were  delegations  from  Volunteer 
No.  1,  Mississippi  No.  2,  Vigilant  No.  3,  Pelican  No.  4,  Mechanics  No. 
6.  Irad  Ferry  No.  12,  Perseverance  No.  13,  Philadelphia  No.  14,  Jackson 
Xo.  18,  Washington  No.  20,  Orleans  No.  21,  Jefferson  No.  22,  Chalmette 
No.  23,  Crescent  No.  24,  and  Protector  No.  2  of  the  Sixth  District,  and 
laroe  delegations  from  all  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies.  The 
streets  of  the  city  through  which  the  cortege  passed  were  lined  with 
crowds  of  sympathetic  people,  and  many  followed  it  all  the  way  to  the 
Firemen's  Cemetery,  where  the  remains  were  laid  away. 

A  year  afterthis,  the  Madison  School  had  been  rebuilt,  and  in  con- 
nection with  this  there  occurred  to  two  large-hearted  men,  Messrs.  Kur- 
shedt  and  Bienvenu,  the  thought  of  presenting  to  the  school  board  a 
tablet  in  memory  of  Hartnett  and  DeLehr,  to  be  placed  on  the  walls  of 
the  building  that  had  risen  on  the  ashes  of  that  under  which  they  had  lost 
their  lives  in  the  endeavor  to  save  it.  The  appropriateness  of  the  sug- 
gestion carried  it  to  completion  without  a  difference  of  opinion,  as  the 
liberality  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned  made  it  possible.  .All  was  ready 
in  time  for  dedication  of  the  memorial  on  the  first  anniversary  of  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  Hartnett  and  DeLehr.  Columbia  No.  5  was  advised  of  the 
matter  and  the  arrangements  of  the  dedication  were  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  company,  of  which,  acting  with  President  Marks  of  the  F.  C.  A., 
the  following  members  were  appointed  a  committee  of  arrangements  : 
Chief  Engineer  Thomas  O'Connor,  Thomas  Vizard,  John  B.  Durien  and 
J.  B.  Stubbenfield.  On  the  day  of  the  celebration,  No.  5,  at  the  head  of 
the  procession,  moved  forward  with  their  engine  heavily  draped  with 
mourning  and  bearing  a  basket  of  flowers  to  which  was  attached  a  white 
satin  streamer  bearing  the  inscription  "  In  memory  of  the  heroes  of  July 
15th,  1878;  from  the  pupils  of  Madison  School."  They  were  followed 
by  delegations  from  all  the  companies,  accompanied  by  bands  of  music. 
Arrived  at  the  new  schoolhouse,  the  procession  drew  up  in  front  of  it, 
while  No.  5  entered  the  gate  and  took  their  places  around  the  platform 
that  had  been  erected  for  the  occasion,  just  under  the  tablet  on  the  south 
wall.  The  members  of  the  families  of  the  deceased  men  who  came  in 
carriages  occupied  the  windows  of  the  schoolhouse,  overlooking  the 
solemn  scene. 
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The  ceremonies  were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Father  Allen. 
Then  the  Rev.  J.  K.  Gutheim  made  a  brief  address  relating  the  history 
of  the  men  and  the  donation  of  the  tablet,  and  as  he  finished  he  unveiled 
the  tablet,  disclosing  in  golden  letters  on  the  marble  the  inscription  : 

Dedicated  to  the  Memory 
of 

JOSEPH  W.  HARTNETT  and  MICHAEL  DeLEHR, 
Who  lost  their  lives  in  the  destruction  by  fire 
of  the 
Madison  Schoolhouse, 
Monday,  July   15,  1878, 
While  in  discharge  of  their  duties  as  members  of 
Columbia  Steam  Fire  Company,  No.  5, 
New  Orleans  Fire  Department. 

Chief  O'Connor  then  introduced  the  Hon.  Robert  N.  Ogden,  who 
delivered  a  noble  oration  on  the  character  of  the  fireman  and  his  duties 
and  services,  with  a  touching  reference  to  the  brave  men  commemorated 
in  the  tablet.     In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said  : 

"  To-day,  from  every  portion  of  this  large  and  chivalrous  city  are 
gathered  together  representatives  of  almost  every  class,  of  every  age  and 
every  profession,  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  two  citizen  heroes  who, 
on  this  very  spot,  one  year  ago  to-day,  fell  bruised  and  crushed  beneath 
the  flaming  ruins,  giving  their  lives  to  duty. 

"  Picture  to  yourselves  the  terribleness  of  the  scene  ;  the  grandeur 
of  their  courage.  See  this  very  house,  as  it  were,  in  the  strong  embrace 
of  the  fiery  monster  ;  feel  his  heated,  burning  breath,  carrying  destruc- 
tion to  all  it  touched.  Hear  his  hissing,  seething  mockery,  as  timber 
after  timber,  joint  after  joint,  breaks  under  his  powerful  sway.  No  giant 
ever  tortured  his  quivering  victim,  tearing  limb  from  limb  asunder,  as  this 
monster  tortures  his  prey.  His  thousand  tongues  of  burning  fire  kiss 
with  fiendish  pleasure,  first  this,  then  that,  until  the  sensuality  of  his 
diabolical  passion,  knowing  no  control,  in  one  fell  embrace  destroys  for- 
ever  Epaminondas,  with  his  heroic  band,  ornaments  the  histo- 
ries of  to-day  ;  and  yet  no  courage  that  they  displayed  was  more  glorious 
than  the  fearless  devotion  of  these  two  dead  heroes  who,  rushing  into 
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the  very  jaws  of  this  hideous  monster,  battled  to  save  from  ruin  this 
edifice  dedicated  to  the  education  of  our  children. 

"  In  the  silence  of  the  night,  while  this  large  city  was  wrapped  in 
slumber,  the  frightened  peals  of  the  alarm  bell  gave  the  solemn,  melan- 
choly warning.  On  every  side  are  to  be  heard  cries  for  help  and  shrieks 
of  distress.  The  neighborhood  rush  to  and  fro,  children  cling  to  their 
mothers  who,  paralyzed  with  fear,  tremble  at  the  approaching  danger. 
No  pestilence  has  ever  struck  such  terror  as  the  demon  of  the  flames, 
and  the  coming  of  this  gallant  band  of  heroic  firemen  is  hailed  with 
shouts  of  joy.  In  an  instant  they  are  battling  with  this  monster,  every 
man  himself  a  host.  Amongst  them  are  two  men,  modest  and  unassum- 
ing, but  moulded  from  that  material  that  gives  heroes  to  the  world  ;  both 
men  of  family  ;  both  in  the  heydey  of  life  ;  both  in  the  full  flush  and 
vigor  of  their  manhood  ;  the  one  with  loving  father,  mother,  brother  and 
sisters  ;  the  other  with  aged  mother  and  devoted  wife  ;  both  the  support 
and  comfort  of  their  loved  ones.  Fresh  from  their  modest  little  homes, 
where  all  is  peace  and  quiet,  they  are  brought  face  to  face  with  this 
angry  giant  whose  every  effort  is  to  destroy.  Unmindful  of  their  own 
security,  unheedful  of  the  dangers  that  they  run,  with  a  sacrifice  of  per- 
sonal safety  that  comes  only  from  that  higher  courage,  love  of  duty, 
they  plunge  into  the  very  vortex  of  destruction,  and  as  the  roaring 
flames  encompass  them,  wildly  rejoicing  that  they  now  possess  these  two 
brave  souls,  the  crumbling  timbers  and  the  crashing  framework  bury  in 
their  fiery  fall  these  manly  forms. 

"  Brave  hands  are  extended  to  rescue  them,  and  from  the  fiery 
furnace  their  mangled  and  bleeding  bodies  are  drawn.  But  death  has 
set  his  seal  on  them  ;  the  hot  breath  of  the  monster  has  dried  up  their 
hearts'  blood ;  and  in  spite  of  all  that  gentle  Samaritans  and  loving 
friends  can  do,  they  breathe  out  their  life  without  murmur  and  without 
complaint. 

"  It  is  therefore  proper  and  just  that  here,  on  the  very  spot  made 
sacred  by  their  sublime  self-sacrifice,  should  be  erected  some  fitting  testi- 
monial to  evidence  the  affectionate  regard  in  which  their  memories  are 
held ;  and  the  heart  of  this  entire  community  should  feel  grateful  to 
those  liberal-minded  gentlemen  who  donated  these  monumental  tablets 
to  record  the  death  of  these  two  heroes.     It  is  eminently  appropriate 
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that,  as  from  the  ashes  this  new  schoolhouse  has  risen,  so  from  the 
ashes,  phoenix-like,  should  come  the  names  of  these  two  men  who  died  in 
endeavoring  to  save  this  building  ;  and  as  the  children  crowd  this  build- 
ing in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  let  their  hearts  be  educated  as  their  minds  ; 
let  their  eyes  rest  on  these  tablets  that  speak  of  valiant,  noble  deeds,  and 
let  their  hearts  be  fired  with  generous  emulation.  .  .  . 

"  And  now,  from  the  honored  dead  let  us  turn  with  affectionate 
regard  to  the  glorious  living.  Let  me  dwell  for  a  moment  on  the  noble- 
ness of  your  organization,  and  as  the  long  roll  is  called  in  our  memories, 
and  the  names  of  Irad  Ferry,  Ronan,  Miller,  Haynes,  Strawbridge,  Clay- 
ton, Hartnett,  DeLehr,  and  a  host  of  other  gallant  dead,  bring  their 
forms  before  us,  let  us  be  thankful  that  there  still  lives  in  the  bosom  of 
every  fireman  that  same  love  of  duty,  that  same  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  that 
crowned  these  heroes  with  immortelles.'  Let  me  say  that,  whilst  we 
mourn  the  dead  we  rejoice  in  the  living  ;  that  in  the  history  of 
this  country  there  can  be  found  no  record  that  evinces  greater  patriot- 
ism, more  courage,  more  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  duty  than  your 
own  ....  You  are  actuated  by  no  considerations  save  that  of  duty 
and  love  for  your  fellow-men — a  duty  that  carries  with  it  all  that  is  irk- 
some, dangerous  and  difficult,  and  nothing  that  is  calculated  to  enrich  or 
reward.  Your  work  is  based  on  the  great  principle  of  human  kindness  ; 
a  kindness  not  limited  or  political,  but  that  embraces  within  the  scope  of 
its  generosity  all  the  nationalities  of  the  earth,  all  the  complexions  of  the 
world.  .  .  .  You  battle  for  no  fame,  but  for  the  love  of  poor  humanity  ; 
you  murmur  at  no  hardships,  rebel  at  no  privations  ;  unpaid,  not  for  ser- 
vices you  have  rendered,  but  for  the  very  expenses  you  have  incurred, 
you  nobly  and  faithfully  perform  your  duty,  faithful  all  times,  in  sunshine 
or  in  rain,  in  storm  or  in  calm.  The  shrill  bell's  loud  alarm  sends  you 
hastening  to  the  very  front  of  danger  ;  and  when  after  the  weary  day 
nature  is  hushed  in  sleep,  you  are  the  sentinels  toguard  her  sweet  repose. 
True  in  all  things  that  appertain  to  duty,  you  are  unselfish  in  your  gen- 
erous rivalry  and  the  esprit  dc  corps  of  your  organization  is  never  colored 
by  those  petty  jealousies  which  are  the  evidences  of  narrow  and  limited 
minds.  The  record  of  your  deeds,  brave,  kind,  generous  and  unselfish, 
would  require  a  tablet  lofty  as  the  summit  of  some  snowcapped  mountain, 
were  they  not  registered  in  tear-drops  of  gratitude — brighter  than  letters  of 
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burnished  gold  ;  for  like  diamonds  they  sparkle  as  the  sunlight  of  each 
lovingf  heart  casts  its  full  reflection  on  them." 

A  fitting  recognition  of  these  memorials  to  their  dead  comrades  was 
given  by  Columbia  No.  5,  in  the  resolutions  which  were  passed  at  the 
company  meeting  held  on  Aug  4th,  which  were  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  in  the  inscrutable  providence  of  Almighty  God,  we  are 
daily  reminded  of  the  uncertainty  of  worldly  hopes  and  expectations,  and 
admonished  of  the  importance  of  faith  and  submission,  as  beautifully  ex- 
pressed by  the  poet  of  the  Two  Angels: 

'  Angels  of  Life  and  Death  alike  are  His; 
Without  His  leave  they  pass  no  threshold  o'er. 
Who.  then,  would  wish  or  dare,  believing  this. 
Against  His  messengers  to  shut  the  door  ?  ' 

"  And,  whereas,  it  is  fit  and  reasonable  that  this  Company  should 
submit  to  the  world,  as  well  as  preserve  in  its  archives,  some  formal  ex- 
pression of  its  appreciation  of  the  generous  sympathy  of  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  ceremony  of  unveiling  the  tablet  dedicated  to  the  Memory 
of  the  Heroes  of  the  Madison  School  fire,  July  15,  1N7S,  J.  VV.  Hartnett 
and  Michael  DeLehr;  therefore  be  it 

"  Resolved,  that  the  gratitude  of  this  Company  is  hereby  tendered  to 
the  Messrs.  Kurshedt  and  Bienvenu  for  enshrining  by  means  of  the  beau- 
tiful Memorial  Tablet  donated  to  the  new  School  Building,  the  memories 
of  our  martyred  members  ;  that  we  commend  its  excellence  as  a  work  of 
art;  while  their  public  spirit  and  liberality  are  deserving  of  the  highest 
praise  and  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  the  people  of  New  Orleans. 
Be  it 

"Resolved,  that  in  the  Tablet  erected  to  the  memory  of  our  brave 
brothers,  Hartnett  and  DeLehr,  we  do  not  consecrate  a  rash  and  reckless 
daring,  but  that  martyrdom  which  springs  from  true  heroism  and  a  sense 
of  devotion  to  duty  ;  not  temerity  which  should  be  a  warning  instead  of 
example  to  our  members,  but  the  calm  and  deliberate  courage  of  brave 
men  who,  while  appreciating  the  value  of  human  life,  are  never  daunted 
by  the  presence  of  danger.     Be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  to  all  who  participated  in  the  solemn  and  impressive 
rite  of  unveiling  the  Memorial  Tablet  the  members  of  this  Company  do 
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individually  and  as  a  body  tender  their  thanks  and  the  expression  of  their 
assurance  that  the  event  will  be  held  in  grateful  and  lasting  remembrance 
by  them  as  honorable  to  all  concerned  in  its  ceremonies.     Be  it  further 

"  Resolved,  that  we  heard  with  grateful  emotions,  and  accept  as  a 
sincere  and  sublime  intercession  with  the  Divine  Dispenser  of  all  mercies, 
the  earnest  and  impressive  prayer  offered  by  the  Rev.  Father  Allen, 
satisfied  that  if  Divine  Blessing  be  ever  vouchsafed  to  men  from  the 
throne  of  Grace,  that  eloquent  appeal  did  not  go  unheard.     Be  it  further 

"  Resolved,  that  in  the  address  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gutheim,  preliminary 
to  the  unveiling  of  the  Tablet,  we  recognize  a  just  and  powerful  tribute 
to  the  present  worth  of  our  martyred  members,  and  a  beautiful  and  grace- 
ful vindication  of  the  importance  of  holding  sacred  the  memories  of  those 
who  die  in  the  service  of  humanity  or  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  by  his 
superabilities  as  a  speaker  and  his  graceful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
the  occasion  he  has  endeared  himself  to  this  Company,  and  no  less  to  the 
schools  and  to  the  Board  of  Directors  in  whose  behalf  he  acted.  Be  it 
further 

"Resolved,  that  to  the  orator  of  the  day,  Hon.  R.  N.  Ogden,  who 
delivered  the  address  on  behalf  of  the  Fire  Department,  we  tender  our 
heartfelt  congratulations  upon  its  admirable  fitness  and  exalted  eloquence, 
and  our  thanks  for  the  glowing  words  in  which  he  described  the  heroism 
of  our  own  members  and  other  firemen  who  have  freely  given  their  lives 
at  the  shrine  of  public  duty  ;  that  in  the  address  nothing  was  left  unsaid 
calculated  to  ennoble  the  event  as  one  to  be  held  in  hallowed  remem- 
brance hereafter  ;  while  the  emotions  of  all  present  were  swayed  by  his 
powers  as  reeds  by  a  strong  wind  and  the  wet  eyes  of  the  assembly  bore 
testimony  to  the  tenderness  and  effect  with  which  he  uncovered  the 
holier  instincts  of  the  great  heart  of  humanity  and  opened  the  sanctuary 
in  which  the  divine  elements  of  nature  repose.     Be  it  further 

"Resolved,  that  with  the  attending  Fire  Companies  and  each,  in- 
dividually, of  our  brother  Firemen  who  lent  their  presence  to  the  occasion 
as  the  sole  means  of  expressing  their  sympathy  for  the  bereaved  relatives 
of  their  fallen  comrades,  their  respect  for  the  dead,  and  their  readiness  to 
incur  all  hazards  at  the  call  of  duty,  we  clasp  hands  over  the  graves  of 
our  brethren  and  mutually  pledge  ourselves  to  preserve  their  memories 
as  an  ever  green  in  our  hearts.    Be  it  further 
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"Resolved,  that  we  greet  with  welcome  the  ladies,  without  whose 
presence  no  occasion  can  be  a  success,  and  whose  association  as  the 
teachers  of  our  schools  with  the  elements  that  are  to  constitute  the 
men  of  the  future,  gives  importance  to  their  sympathy  with  the 
martyrdom  of  the  dead  ; 

"While,  lastly,  we  hail  with  our  congratulations  the  pupils  who, 
with  the  sweetness  of  innocence  and  the  tenderness  of  affection  delivered 
the  beautiful  song  of  '  The  Departed  Firemen.' 

I.  X.  Marks,        Tims.  O'Cox.N'OR, 
J.  Dirxax,  Th<is.  Vizard, 

P.  J.  Stubexfield." 

Even  the  tragic  taking  off  of  Hartnett  and  DeLehr  was  not  destined 
to  exhaust  the  possibilities  of  terror  for  the  Fire  Department  in  the  year 
187S.  The  death  of  these  men  had  been  primarily  the  department's 
loss  ;  but  soon  after  it  fell  to  their  lot  to  share  with  their  fellow-citizens 
the  scourge  of  the  most  terrible  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  that  ever 
devastated  the  city.  Every  circle  in  New  <  )rleans  was  visited  by  the 
grim  monster  ;  every  agency  in  the  city  was  called  on  to  do  its  part  in 
extending  relief  and  bringing  succor  ;  the  whole  country  was  alive  with 
sympathy  and  active  in  extending  aid.  Among  others  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment was  called  on  not  only  for  much  extra  work,  but  also  for  all  it  could 
do  in  the  way  of  relief.  Distressed  as  we  have  seen  it  to  be  in  its 
finances,  it  was  sorely  pressed  to  do  for  its  own  dependents  what  it  must 
do.  Earl)-  in  the  summer,  it  had  adopted  a  plan  for  retrenching  ex- 
penses, cutting  down  company  appropriations  by  25  per  cent,  and  reduc- 
ing general  relief  (to  its  dependent  members)  by  a  like  proportion,  in 
order  that  the  more  sacred  duty  to  the  widows  and  orphans  might  not  be 
in  the  least  curtailed.  And  when,  on  top  of  all  this,  there  came  the 
added  claims  on  the  bounty  of  the  Association's  treasury  caused  by  tin- 
ravages  of  the  epidemic,  the  Association  was  at  the  limit  of  its  powers, 
and  was  forced  to  call  upon  its  fellow-firemen  throughout  the  country  for 
aid.  This  was  not  done  until  the  Association  had  exhausted  ever)' 
means  in  its  power  to  sustain  its  own  part  unaided  in  the  heavy  responsi- 
bility so  suddenly  thrust  upon  it.  But  finally  the  following  circular  letter 
was  sent  out  by  President  Marks  : 
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'  New  Orleans,  Aug.  31,  1878. 
"  To  the  Fire  Departments  of  the  Union, 

AND  ALL  OTHER  KlNDRED  CHARITABLE  ORGANIZATIONS  : 

"  The  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  first  time  in  its  half- 
century  of  existence,  is  compelled  to  make  a  public  appeal  for  aid.  With 
its  2,500  active  and  exempt  members  and  their  families,  with  270  widows, 
375  orphans  and  half  orphans;  with  the  inability  of  the  city  to  pay  the 
Department ;  with  an  empty  treasury  and  a  widespread  epidemic  prevail- 
ing ;  it  finds  itself  powerless  to  properly  relieve  the  sick  and  distressed. 

"  In  the  cause  of  humanity  it  therefore  appeals  to  kindred  charitable 
organizations  throughout  the  country  for  such  assistance  as  they  can 
render. 

"I.  N.  Marks,  Prestr 

This  appeal,  although  general  in  its  character,  brought  in  many  gen- 
erous responses.  The  personal  element  needed  in  such  cases  was  sup- 
plied by  personal  letters  addressed  by  Chief  O'Connor  to  his  friends 
among  the  firemen  of  the  country,  to  all  of  whom  he  was  personally 
known  through  his  long  connection  with  the  Fire  Chiefs'  Association  and 
his  visits  to  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union.  The  imperious  nature  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  him  by  the  presence  of  the  epidemic  caused  him  to 
absent  himself  from  the  annual  convention  of  the  Fire  Chiefs,  which  he 
explained  in  the  following  letter  : 

"  September  5th,  1878. 

"To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  National  Association  of 
Fire  Engineers. 

"  Gentlemen  : — My  attendance  at  our  National  Convention  this  year 
and  participation  in  its  proceedings  were  among  the  pleasing  anticipations 
I  entertained,  until  the  remorseless  scourge  against  which  we  and  so  many 
of  our  sister  cities  are  now  striving  came  into  our  homes  and  imposed 
upon  me  difficult  and  important  duties  which  take  arbitrary  precedence  of 
those  I  would  more  gladly  have  performed  in  their  place,  leaving  me 
wholly  without  discretion  as  to  my  course.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
avail  myself  of  my  sole  privilege,  that  of  conveying  to  your  honorable 
body  in  writing  the  expression  of  my  sincere  regret  at  my  inability  to 
attend  the  convention  in  person  and  the  assurance  that  I  am  with  you  in 
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heart  and  in  mind,  in  sentiment  and  thought.  It  devolves  upon  me  also 
to  most  respectfully  tender  in  this  manner  and  in  my  capacity  as  chairman 
of  the  two  committees  to  which  were  referred  topics  Nos,  20  and  21,  at 
our  last  session,  the  respective  reports  prepared  for  submission  and  you 
will  find  accompanying  this  letter. 

"  It  ma\'  not  seem  inappropriate  to  this  occasion  that  I  should  make 
brief  mention  of  the  admirable  working'  at  this  time  of  emergency  of  the 
dual  system  on  which  the  l  iremen's  Charitable  Association  of  this  city 
is  organized,  combining  as  it  does  the  works  of  charity  and  benevolence 
with  those  of  duty  and  utility.  There  is  no  class  of  our  suffering  people 
at  this  trying  period  better  cared  for,  better  watched  and  attended,  than 
the  poor  families  of  our  firemen  ;  and  none  would  be  better  provided  with 
all  the  means  of  safety  and  security  against  the  ravages  of  the  pestilence 
but  for  the  great  embarrassment  in  our  finances  which  prevails — so  great 
indeed  as  to  have  led  to  an  appeal  for  relief  to  the  Departments  of  the 
country. 

"  If  I  am  spared  a  year  hence,  to  attend  in  person  the  next  session,  I 
hope  to  contribute  a  thorough  history  of  the  operations  of  our  depart- 
ment under  the  afflicting  ordeals  of  penury  and  pestilence  which  rage  here 
with  equal  fury. 

"  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  with  my  heartfelt 
sympathies  and  most  fervent  wishes  for  your  individual  happiness  and 
prosperity,  I  remain 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"Thomas  O'Connor,  Chief  Engineer." 

Quickened  by  this  personal  contact  with  the  scourge,  the  benevolent 
associations  sent  in  money  even  more  liberally.  The  receipt  of  these 
sums  and  the  use  of  them  is  indicated  by  one  or  two  letters  of  acknowl- 
edgment, which  are  inserted  here  as  specimens  : 

"Sept.  23,  is 78. 

•"'  A.  McManm  s  Philadelpliia,  Pa. 

"  Dear  Friend: — In  the  absence  of  the  opportunity  which  I  had 
this  year  relied  on,  to  meet  you  again,  nothing  could  have  been  more 
gratifying  than  the  receipt  of  your  most  esteemed  letter  of  the  7th  inst. 
You  will  doubtless  have  had  from  our  president,  Hon.  I.  N.  Marks,  the 
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appropriate  acknowledgment  of  your  check  for  $500,  which  handsome 
contribution  came  most  opportunely  and  will  ever  in  the  future  endear 
to  members  of  this  department  their  benevolent  brother  firemen  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

"  Of  course  the  ravages  of  the  great  scourg-e  here  as  well  as  else- 
where  in  our  unfortunate  South  are  familiar  to  you  through  the  news- 
papers ;  but  you  will  fail,  even  with  that  help,  to  imagine  the  deplorable 
condition  in  which  everything  is.  Before  we  had  the  sickness  we  had 
plenty  of  suffering  from  actual  want  among  the  great  mass  of  our  labor- 
ing people  unemployed.  The  fever  struck  these  destitute  homes  and  in 
many  instances  whole  families  have  been  swept  away.  There  is  hardly 
a  house,  whether  palace  or  cot,  which  it  has  not  entered,  and  its  universal 
prevalence  among  children  has  tried  the  hearts  of  a  whole  community 
of  parents.  My  family  has  been  spared  any  fatal  results,  although  four 
of  the  children  have  been  down  in  turn,  but  with  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence are  recovered. 

"  It  is  terribly  prevalent  among  the  members  of  our  department,  and 
the  crippled  condition  of  our  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  owing  to 
the  inability  of  the  city  to  pay  the  department  according  to  contract  com- 
pelled it  to  make  the  appeal  to  kindred  associations  to  which  yours  and 
others  have  so  generously  responded.  It  is  the  first  time  during  an  ex- 
istence of  thirty-seven  years,  amid  constantly  recurring  epidemics,  that 
such  an  appeal  has  been  required  or  our  own  resources  found  inadequate 
to  the  gravest  emergencies.  It  is  owing  to  many  causes,  the  chief  of 
which  is  the  disability  of  the  city  from  having  its  hands  tied  by  legislation 
and  the  existing  constitutional  restrictions,  and  its  consequent  failure  to 
pay  the  association  for  the  services  of  the  department.  We  have  twenty- 
five  hundred  members  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  widows  and  their  fami- 
lies. These  the  epidemic  has  fearfully  ravaged,  and  but  for  the  timely  aid 
which  you  and  others  have  brought  us  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  see  the 
end.  All  who  have  placed  us  under  these  obligations  will  be  remembered 
in  the  department  for  years  to  come  and  cherished  by  its  members  as  its 
personal  friends.  It  is  intensely  gratifying  beyond  its  material  benefits 
as  testimony  of  the  generous  and  fraternal  feeling  which  our  brother  fire- 
men in  remote  sections  have  for  us,  and  which  evidently  required  only  an 
occasion  to  call  it  out. 
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"  1  had  made  m)r  arrangements  to  attend  the  National  Convention 
of  Chief  Engineers  at  Cleveland,  and  to  visit  your  city  in  my  trip,  when 
1  expected  to  renew  our  intercourse  for  a  brief  time;  but  the  breaking 
out  of  the  epidemic  among  our  people  compels  me  to  abandon  my  pur- 
pose and  accept  the  trying  ordeal  in  place  of  pleasing  duties  and  delight- 
ful recreation  I  had  planned. 

"  Thomas  ( )'Cn\Xok, 

"  Chief  Engineer." 

October  10th,  iS;s. 

"  Hox.  Vincent  C.  King,  Prcst.  Board  of\ 
Fire  Commissioners,  Xeio  York  City.  \ 

"  My  Dear  Sir  ■ — Your  welcome  and  valued  letters  of  the  13th  and 
28th  of  Sept.  came  duly  to  hand.  You  will  have  received  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  generous  contribution  of  your  department,  through  our 
president,  I.  X.  Marks.  Give  me  leave  to  add  to  it  my  thanks  for  this 
timely  help,  and  to  express  on  behalf  of  the  individual  members  of  our 
department  their  deep  gratitude  as  well  and  their  earnest  recognition  of 
the  generous  and  cordial  feeling  of  which  it  affords  such  gratifying  evi- 
dence. 

"  It  is  the  first  time  during-  thirtv-eight  vears'  existence  of  the  Fire- 
men's  Charitable  Association  of  New  ( )rleans,  that  it  has  had  to  go  out- 
side for  help.  But  the  universal  destitution,  the  situation  of  the  city 
finances,  the  inability  of  the  corporation  to  pay  even  salaries  of  office, 
because  it  has  been  so  handicapped  by  state  legislation  and  the  conse- 
quent want  and  privation  already  prevailing,  caused  the  pestilence  to 
strike  us  with  a  fury,  or  rather  an  effect  unknown  to  our  brethren  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  South.  You  can  receive  no  adequate  impression  of 
what  we  have  suffered  and  are  still  suffering  from  descriptions  or  any 
other  means  than  being  in  it  and  a  part  of  it.  The  hearts  of  the  Southern 
people  have  been  wrung  to  their  utmost  capacity  of  endurance  by  the 
afflictions  incident  to  this  visitation  of  Providence. 

"The  silver  lining  lies  in  the  universal  sentiment  of  fraternity  it  has 
awakened,  sympathy  for  us  aboard,  of  the  spontaneous  out-pouring  of 
hearts  and  coffers  alike,  from  our  countrymen  North,  East  and  West, 
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which  alleviates  more  than  anything  else  could  the  affliction  we  have  had 
to  bear.  The  annals  of  our  department  will  carry  down  the  tide  of  his- 
tory in  glowing  characters  this  testimony  of  the  warm  hearts  and  generous 
sentiment  of  our  New  York  brethren  towards  us. 

"  It  was  my  intention  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of  Chief  En- 
gineers in  which  event  I  would  have  met  you,  as  I  designed  visiting  your 
great  city.  But  the  tide  of  events  speedily  changed  my  purpose.  All 
sense  of  the  importance  of  my  ordinary  duties,  onerous  enough,  as  you 
can  so  well  understand,  was  as  it  were  lost  sight  of,  in  the  shouldering  of 
that  mass  of  work,  responsibility  and  trial  which  fell  upon  me  under  the 
combined  visitation  of  want  and  pestilence  in  our  homes — not  excepting 
my  own  house,  in  which  four  of  our  children  were  attacked,  but  all  provi- 
dentially spared. 

"  For  you  personally  I  need  not  protest  the  consideration  I  feel. 
Under  happier,  although  hardly  more  gratifying  auspices,  I  will  write 
you  again.  Our  troubles  continue.  We  have  even  no  indications  that 
denote  abatement. 

"  That  you  individually  and  those  dear  to  you  and  the  individual 
members  of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  York,  each  and  all,  and  those 
dear  to  them,  may  be  spared  the  trials  incident  to  our  situation,  is  the 
united  prayer  of  the  members  of  our  Association  and  of 

"Yours  for  brotherhood  and  humanity, 

"  Thomas  O'Connor, 

' '  Chief  Engineer." 

It  would  be  agreeable  and  just  to  preserve  here  a  record  of  all  the 
contributions  received  from  the  fraternal  institutions  of  the  firemen  of  the 
country,  in  response  to  the  Association's  appeal  ;  but  it  would  exceed  the 
limits  available  for  the  purpose.  A  printed  report  was  prepared  by  the 
Association,  which  was  widely  circulated  through  the  press,  and  a  copy 
of  it  was  sent  to  every  contributor  to  the  relief  fund.  From  this  the 
following  figures  are  taken.  Nearly  two  hundred  benevolent  associations 
and  relief  committees  responded,  contributing  altogether  the  sum  of 
$16,650,54.  Contributions  of  $200  and  upwards  were  sent  by  the  fol- 
lowing fire  departments  : 
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New  York, 

S  1,200 

New  Bedford,  Mass.  $ 

3*5 

New  York,  (2nd  remit- 

Holyoke, Mass. 

200 

tance 

459 

Louisville, 

228 

New  York,  Firemen's  Ball 

Cincinnati, 

200 

Committee, 

500 

Jersey  City, 

250 

Shreveport.  La. 
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Boston, 

363 

Philadelphia, 

500 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

200 

Kalamazoo, 

209 

Chicago, 

250 

St.  Louis, 

200 

Gold  Hill,  Nevada, 

270 

Paterson,  N.  J. 

33^ 

Minneapolis 
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Jefferson,  Texas, 

500 

Baltimore, 

549 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

200 

Virginia  City.  Nev. 

310 

Austin,  Texas, 

500 

Manchester,  N.  H.  Gen.  Relief  Com. 

•  543 

The  sum  received  was  distributed,  generally,  among  widows  and 
orphans,  over  $4,000  ;  relief  to  indigent  members,  over  $3,000  ;  drug- 
gists and  physicians,  over  $6,000  ;  undertakers,  about  $3,000. 

There  was  considerable  apprehension  during  the  spring  of  1879,  ^est 
there  be  a  return  of  the  epidemic  that  summer,  and  a  Citizens'  Auxiliary 
Sanitary  Association  was  organized  to  take  precautionary  measures 
against  it.  To  this  association  the  firemen  lent  ready  and  willing  aid, 
giving  an  entertainment  to  add  to  its  funds,  and  offering  the  service  of  its 
engines  and  men  to  flush  the  gutters  and  keep  the  city  clean. 

At  the  close  of  1878,  after  all  the  extraordinary  calls  on  its  depleted 
treasury,  the  F.  C.  A.  was  met  with  a  proposition  from  the  city  to  scale 
the  $140,000  due  it  for  the  coming  year  down  to  $100,000.  The  Asso- 
ciation held  out  for  $120,000,  but  finally  consented  to  accept  $100,000  on 
account,  for  both  1879  and  1880,  reserving  its  claim  on  the  balance  of 
$40,000  for  each  year.  This  measure  was  a  necessity  for  both  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  city  ;  for  the  former  because  that  was  all  it  could  get,  and 
for  the  latter  because  the  city  as  well  as  its  citizens  had  been  im- 
poverished by  the  dreadful  pestilence.  The  Association  made  the  best 
of  the  situation,  although  it  very  greatly  jeopardized  its  interests  and  the 
most  careful  financiering  was  needed  to  carry  it  through  the  year.  It 
stood  face  to  face  with  a  large  indebtedness,  for  which  at  any  moment  its 
apparatus  was  in  danger  of  seizure.  The  indebtedness  to  the  engine 
companies  amounted  to  nearly  $70,000,  and  that  to  outside  creditors  to 
$16,000.  To  provide  for  the  latter,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
creditors  to  accept  notes  at  6,  12,  18  and  24  months,  secured  by  City 
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Time.  After  that  was  provided  for,  a  careful  budget  was  prepared  and 
by  strict  adherence  to  it  the  Association  came  through  the  year  without 
disaster,  meeting  its  obligations  as  they  fell  due  and  relieving  its  widows 
and  orphans  to  the  extent  of  about  $23,000. 

President  Marks' quarter  century  of  service  as  the  chief  officer  of  the 
Association  came  to  a  close  with  1879,  and  his  report  for  the  year  ended 
thus  :  "  In  closing  to-night  my  twenty-five  years  as  President  of  the 
Association,  I  look  back  upon  my  long  service  with  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction ;  all  of  the  time,  labor  and  devotion  I  have  given  to  it  is  amply 
repaid  in  the  immense  amount  of  good  the  Association  has  accomplished 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  I  shall  continue  to  pray  for  its  per- 
petuity, its  harmony,  and  its  usefulness."  In  the  course  of  his  report  he 
touched  on  the  peculiar  financial  conditions,  and  apropos  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Association  during  the  two  remaining  years  of  the  contract, 
gave  the  following  warning  to  his  fellow-members  :  "  There  are  jealous 
and  unfriendly  eyes  constantly  watching  the  working  of  our  organization, 
unmindful  of  its  long,  zealous  and  remarkable  services  for  near  half  a 
century.  Its  enemies  would  rejoice  in  its  downfall  and  the  substitution 
of  a  paid  fire  department.  It  remains  with  the  members  of  our  noble 
Association  to  continue  to  baffle  and  frustrate  all  attacks  upon  it.  This 
is  easily  accomplished.  Let  us  be  true  to  ourselves.  Maintaining  strict 
discipline  ;  obeying  implicitly  at  fires  the  orders  of  our  officers  ;  preserv- 
ing the  character  of  the  department  ;  we  can  then  feel  assured  that  our 
future  is  as  useful  and  as  prosperous  as  our  past  has  been  brilliant.  Re- 
member that  I  have  always  told  you  that  if  this  Department  ceases  to  be, 
it  would  fall  only  from  internal  weakness  (if  that  condition  was  permitted 
to  grow  upon  it),  and  that  compact,  united  and  efficient  within  itself,  it 
was  impregnable  against  all  outside  attacks." 

An  exceptional  number  of  memorable  events  made  the  year  1S81  a 
signal  one  in  the  history  of  the  Fire  Department.  In  two  great  pageants 
in  honor  of  the  distinguished  dead  they  bore  a  conspicuous  part,  the 
obsequies  of  President  Garfield  and  those  of  Governor  Loins  A.  Wiltz. 
In  no  city  of  the  Union  was  the  course  of  the  long  and  painful  illness 
of  the  murdered  president  followed  with  keener  sympathy  than  in  New 
Orleans.  When  the  telegraph  wires  brought  word  that  the  sufferer  was 
finally  at  rest,  Chief  O'Connor  issued  the  following  order: 
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Ojfiee  C'/z/rf  Engineer,  Fire  Depart  merit, 

New  Orleans  September  20,  1881. 
In  view  of  the  sad  death  of  our  beloved  and  honored  President,  the  following  order  is  issued. 
The  Foremen  of  the  respective  tire  companies  will  cause  the  engine  houses  tto  be  draped  in 
mourning,  and  suspend  the  Hag  of  their  company  at  half-mast  until  further  orders,  in  honor  of 
the  illustrious  deceased. 

They  will  further  take  notice  that  the  bells  of  the  fire  alarm  telegraph  will  be  tolled  at  intervals 
of  half  an  hour,  and  will  exercise  such  precautious  as  may  be  required  for  the  government  of  the 
houses  of  the  respective  companies. 

Thomas  O'Connor,  Chief  Engineer. 

Ojfiee  Chief  Engineer  /'ire  Department, 

New  Orleans,  Sept.  25.  1881. 

The  Foremen  of  the  various  fire  companies  composing  this  department  are  hereby  notified  to 
assemble  their  respective  commands  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the  funeral  obsequies  of  our 
late  President.  James  A.  GARFIELD,  on  Monday,  26th  inst,,  at  1:30  v.  u.  sharp,  and  form  in 
numerical  order  in  the  Fourth  Division,  as  designated  in  the  programme,  under  command  of  Divis- 
ion Marshal  Hon.  I.  X,  Marks. 

Thomas  O'Connor,  Chief  Engineer. 
X.  B.   The  Fire  Departments  of  the  Fifth,  Sixth  and  Seventh  Districts  are  respectfully  invited  to 
join  this  department  on  this  occasion. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  recount  here  the  details  of  the  noble  tribute 
paid  to  the  memory  of  the  martyred  President  by  the  City  of  New 
Orleans  on  this  occasion.  Every  interest  in  the  city  and  state  was 
represented  in  the  most  complete  and  comprehensive  memorial  that 
could  be  imagined.  The  details  are  preserved  in  a  handsome  volume 
published  under  the  auspices  of  the  special  committee  of  arrangements, 
wherein  the  effective  part  assigned  to  the  Fire  Department  is  fully 
indicated. 

In  less  than  a  month  after  this  tribute  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  Nation,  Louisiana  was  called  to  mourn  and  celebrate  the  death  of 
her  own  Chief  Magistrate,  Governor  Louis  Alfred  W'iltz.  This  loss 
came  home  especially  to  the  Fire  Department,  to  which  Governor  Wiltz 
belonged,  serving  as  President  of  Creole  No.  9  ami  as  Vice-President 
of  the  F.  C.  A.  The  eminence  of  this  notable  citizen  of  Louisiana  can 
be  inferred  from  the  epitome  of  his  career  inscribed  on  the  plate  of  his 
coffin  :  It  read:  "  Louis  Alfred  Wiltz,  Born  January  22,  1843;  Died 
October  16,  1881  ;  Private  at  18  in  New  Orleans  Artillery;  Captain  of 
Wiltz  Guards,  Co.  E.  ;  Commander  of  Scouts  in  Trans-Mississippi 
Department  ;  Member  of  Democratic  State  and  Parish  Central  Commit- 
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tees ;  President  Creole  No.  9 ;  Vice-President  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  ;  Member  of  City  Council  ;  President  Board  of  Aldermen  ; 
Director  of  Public  Schools;  Member  of  Legislature;  Mayor  of  New 
Orleans;  Speaker  of  House  of  Representatives  ;  Lieutenant  Governor  ; 
President  of  Constitutional  Convention  ;  Governor.  What  a  catalogue  of 
honors  for  a  man  who  died  at  38.  And  how  clearly  the  genius  for 
leadership  is  indicated  by  the  supremacy  he  achieved  in  every  line  of 
activity  he  entered — Captain,  President,  Mayor,  Speaker,  Governor, 
always  at  the  head  of  whatever  body  he  was  associated  with.  Again  the 
city  turned  out  to  do  honor  to  the  illustrious  dead,  in  a  cortege  which 
included  every  element  of  city  life,  civil  and  official.  In  this  the  Fire 
Department  was  a  conspicuous  feature,  following  the  immediate  family 
of  the  deceased,  with  Creole  No.  9  as  the  chief  mourner  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

There  was  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  and  casualties  among  mem- 
bers of  the  department  that  year.  On  the  very  clay  that  Governor  Wiltz 
died,  members  of  the  department  were  attending  the  funeral  of  Chief  of 
Detectives  Thomas  Devereux,  a  prominent  member  of  Mechanics  No.  6 
who  had  been  murdered.  Notice  to  the  department  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  E.  E.  Duffy,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
was  printed  in  the  same  paper  as  the  order  to  parade  in  honor  of  Presi- 
dent Garfield.  It  seemed  for  a  time,  during  the  fall  of  1881,  as  though 
the  chief  duty  of  the  firemen  was  to  conduct  eminent  members  of  their 
Association  to  the  grave.  The  high  character  and  notable  position  of 
these  men  was  an  indication  that  the  quality  of  membership  in  the  depart- 
ment was  kept  at  a  high  point  throughout  its  long  career,  justifying  the 
remark  made  in  one  of  the  city  papers  a  few  weeks  before,  that  "  upon  its 
rolls  may  be  found  the  names  of  hundreds  of  the  Crescent  City's  most 
prominent  business  men  and  public-spirited  citizens."  On  November  6, 
Henry  Limekuhler,  Engineer  of  No.  9,  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from 
his  engine  while  on  the  way  to  a  fire,  and  August  Droge,  of  Pelican  H. 
and  L.  No.  4,  lost  his  life  in  a  similar  manner  on  July  1. 

But  danger,  and  pestilence,  and  death  only  solidified  the  esprit  dc 
corps  of  the  department ;  they  did  not  disintegrate  it.  There  was,  how- 
ever, another  enemy  at  work,  which  was  destined  in  the  end  to  overcome 
the  F.  C.  A.,  terminate  its  career  and  make   its  name  only  a  memory 
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The  siege  that  for  so  many  years  had  been  prosecuted  against  the  citadel 
of  its  strength  was  making  constant  progress.  Tragedies  might  arouse  the 
popular  sympathy,  and  extraordinary  services  might  provoke  manifesta- 
tions of  popular  esteem  ;  but  at  least  once  every  five  years  the  opponents 
of  the  old  department  would  spring  some  mine,  that  would  show  how  cer- 
tain was  the  progress  that  was  making  in  the  steady  work  of  tunnelling 
the  position  of  the  F.  C.  A.  Once  in  every  live  years,  because  every 
five  years  the  question  of  a  new  contract  came  up  for  consideration. 
And  the  year  1S81  was  one  of  these  years.  In  that  year  the  determined 
purpose  of  displacing  the  old  department  with  a  paid  department  had 
advanced  so  far  that  several  ordinances  were  presented  to  the  Common 
Council  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  department.  And  one  of  them 
was  passed.  The  first  ordinance  was  prepared  and  presented  by  Admin- 
istrator of  Commerce  Fagan,  and  submitted  by  him  on  Jul}'  30th.  As 
soon  as  he  announced  his  determination  to  do  this,  the  discussion  began, 
in  the  press,  by  interviews,  and  among  leading  citizens,  which  did  not 
end  until  the  matter  was  finally  disposed  of  for  the  time.  A  good  many 
people  were  so  hypnotized  by  the  theoretical  advantages  of  a  compact 
and  well-disciplined  body  of  paid  firemen,  that  the  practical  difficulties 
were  obscured  to  them  ;  and  the  argument  that  "  every  other  large  city 
has  a  paid  department  "  seemed  to  be  reason  enough  for  New  Orleans 
to  have  the  same,  the  financial  question  being  quite  lost  sight  of. 

An  inherent  weakness  in  the  Fagan  and  other  ordinances  prepared  at 
this  time  was  that,  while  they  provided  for  the  assumption  of  the  control 
of  the  new  department  by  a  commission  composed  of  the  Mayor,  two  of 
the  Administrators,  and  three  citizens  (including,  by  the  way,  the  presi- 
dent of  an  insurance  company),  they  also  provided  for  the  letting  of  a 
contract  for  extinguishing  fires,  in  which  respect  it  was  an  arrangement 
exactly  like  what  the  city  already  had.  It  was  therefore  reasonably 
argued  that  if  there  was  to  be  a  contractor,  it  might  as  well  be  the  F.  C. 
A.  as  any  other  body.  There  was  the  usual  talk  about  the  money  being 
ready  to  purchase  the  apparatus,  as  in  former  instances  when  the  cost  of 
a  p" aid  department  was  cited  as  an  objection  in  a  city  that  was  as  hard  up 
for  money  as  New  Orleans  was  at  that  time.  Administrator  Fagan  was 
ready  with  figures  to  show  how  the  city  would  save  money  by  running  a 
paid  department.     But  the  financial  question  was  finally  settled  for  good 
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when  Chief  Engineer  O'Connor  prepared  a  schedule  showing  that  for  a 
department  of  fifteen  steam  engines,  four  trucks  and  five  chemical 
engines,  the  cost  per  annum  would  be  $178,000;  and  a  department  of 
the  same  effectiveness  less  a  reduction  of  the  steamers  to  twelve  would 
cost  $154,000  per  annum  ;  while  the  cost  to  the  city  for  the  first  year, 
which  would  include  the  purchase  of  apparatus,  etc.,  would  amount  to 
$395,000  and  $346,000,  respectively.  Moreover,  the  validity  of  the 
financial  guarantee  of  the  Underwriters,  upon  which  Administrator 
Fagan  said  he  was  relying,  was  attacked  successfully  by  President  Marks, 
and  the  financial  aspect  of  the  proposed  change  forthwith  became  very 
cloudy. 

Nevertheless,  the  authorities  proceeded  with  their  preparations  to 
wind  up  the  F.  C.  A.  The  legislative  doctors  managed  to  disagree 
among  themselves  rather  extensively,  and  a  variety  of  ordinances  were 
prepared,  among  them  one  by  a  committee  of  the  Administrators,  and 
one  by  Administrator  George  Delamore.  The  Delamore  ordinance  was 
finally  passed  by  a  majority  of  one  on  August  30,  1881.  It  provided  for 
a  Board  of  Control  and  a  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  each  to  consist 
of  five  members  ;  for  the  sale  of  a  fire  contract  to  the  highest  bidder  (the 
contractor  to  appoint  the  Fire  Commissioners)  ;  the  Board  of  Control  to 
have  general  supervisory  power  over  the  contractor,  commissioners,  etc. 
On  technical  points  this  ordinance  was  finally  vetoed  by  Mayor  Shakes- 
peare early  in  September,  and  although  the  purpose  for  establishing  a 
paid  department  was  not  at  once  abandoned,  the  matter  was  regarded  as 
settled  for  the  time  being,  and  the  result  was  that  a  new  contract  for  five 
years  (the  fifth  of  the  series)  was  adjudicated  to  the  F.  C.  A.  on  October 
10th,  at  $160,000  per  annum. 

On  the  14th  of  November  Thomas  O'Connor  was  re-elected  Chief 
Engineer  for  the  sixth  time,  and  for  his  third  term  of  five  years,  having 
been  Chief  already  for  thirteen  consecutive  years.  James  Donovan  and 
A.  J.  Lynch  were  at  the  same  time  elected  Assistant  Engineers. 

In  his  annual  communication  for  the  year  President  Marks  summed 
up  the  recent  controversy  from  the  Association's  point  of  view.  'He 
said  :  "  The  year  through  which  we  have  just  passed  has  been  an  event- 
ful one  to  our  Association.  At  no  period  in  its  career  has  the  existence 
of  the  Eire  Department  been  placed  in  greater  jeopardy.     A  brief  review 
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and  history  of  the  events  which  gave  rise  to  this  state  of  things  will  not 
be  out  of  place  in  this  communication,  but  will  rather  contribute  to  his- 
torically record  a  movement  against  the  Fire  Department  as  unwise  in 
its  conception  as  it  was  ungrateful  in  its  character.  The  entire  con- 
spiracy (for  to  a  great  extent  it  was  a  conspiracy,  at  least  in  its  origin) 
took  us  by  complete  surprise.  That  an  opposition  could  grow  into  any- 
thing like  formidable  proportions  against  our  organization,  which  had 
rendered  for  nearly  half  a  century  such  inestimable  services  to  the  com- 
munity, had  made  such  sacrifices,  financial  and  otherwise,  to  sustain  itself 
and  constantly  and  unremittingly  give  full  protection  to  life  and  property 
in  this  great  city,  was  to  me  a  measure  of  great  pain.  There  was  noth- 
ing to  warrant  it. 

"  A  hue  and  cry  was  raised  for  a  paid  department.  Casting  aside 
the  mercenary  and  self-interested  conspirators  who  were  attempting  to 
build  up  their  own  fortunes  at  the  expense  of  this  institution,  let  us  turn 
our  attention  to  those  who  were  unsuspectingly  drawn  into  the  support 
of  the  clamorous  outcry.  They  did  not  stop  to  consider  the  importance 
of  the  great  change  they  demanded.  Following  in  the  wake  of  a  few 
selfish  leaders,  they  would  have  destroyed  the  most  useful  institution  in 
the  state  and  substituted  an  experiment  that  would  have  cost  the  City  of 
New  Orleans  millions  of  dollars.  The  proposition  cannot  be  controverted 
that  no  sudden  or  radical  change  should  be  made  in  any  branch  or 
department  of  the  public  service  unless  an  imperative  necessity  exists  for 
it  and  it  is  unmistakably  demanded  by  public  opinion.  If  the  service  is 
being  faithfully  and  efficiently  performed,  and  solely  with  a  view  to  the 
public  interest,  and  that  fact  is  universally  acknowledged,  a  sudden  change 
thus  made  would  be  a  clear  violation  of  public  faith.  Now,  I  emphati- 
cally assert  that  no  such  change  was  demanded  by  public  opinion  ;  that 
the  false  public  sentiment  that  was  being  created,  and  on  behalf  of  which 
a  portion  of  the  press  of  our  city  lent  its  aid,  had  no  real  foundation.  I 
further  assert  that,  if  at  any  period  of  the  attempted  change  a  vote  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Orleans  could  have  been  taken  on  sustaining  the 
Volunteer  Fire  Department,  90  per  cent,  of  the  votes  cast  would  have 
been  in  the  affirmative. 

"  It  was  claimed  that  New  Orleans  should  have  a  paid  department 
because  other  large  cities  have  adopted  that  system.     The  circumstances 


2(5o 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


which  gave  rise  to  the  occasion  of  paid  fire  departments  in  other  cities 
did  not  exist  here.  The  volunteer  system  of  New  Orleans  is  sui generis, 
a  peculiar  system,  under  a  contract  with  the  city  for  the  extinguishment 
of  fires.  It  has  proven  to  be  a  great  success  here.  Had  it  been  tested 
in  other  cities,  it  no  doubt  would  have  been  equally  successful.  The 
faithful  manner  in  which  the  fire  contract  has  been  executed  for  a  period 
of  twenty-six  years  stands  prominently  forward  as  an  unquestioned  fact. 
This  has  been  clone  through  peace,  war,  and  desolating  pestilence,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  failure  of  the  city,  for  many  years  past,  to  pay  the  Associ- 
ation the  amount  agreed  upon.  But  the  agitators,  failing  to  successfully 
attack  the  efficiency  of  the  department,  aided  by  a  few  political  sore-heads 
and  chronic  grumblers,  raised  the  cry  that  it  was  a  political  organization 
and  ought  to  be  broken  up.  This  I  deny.  It  never  has  been.  It  is  true 
that  it  contains  a  large  number  of  representative  men  (as  all  useful  and 
important  bodies  should)  and  many  of  them  have  naturally  been  elected 
to  public  office  ;  but  the  suffrages  that  elected  them  to  office  came  in 
large  percentage  from  other  associations  to  which  they  were  attached  and 
from  the  general  body  of  voters." 

The  success  of  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company,  organized  some 
time  previously,  had  been  such  that,  early  in  1882,  a  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Delegates  looking  towards  the  organization  of  a 
Firemen's  Savings  Bank. 

The  chief  interest  of  the  year  1882  centered  on  the  attempt  made  in 
the  department  to  secure  a  proper  ordinance  concerning  the  important 
matter  of  iron  shutters  on  the  fronts  of  buildings,  the  impossibility  of  re- 
moving which  so  often  impeded  the  work  of  the  firemen  and  prevented 
their  getting  at  a  fire  while  it  was  in  its  incipiency.  Impressed  with  the 
great  danger  from  this  cause,  Chief  O'Connor  brought  the  matter  offi- 
cially to  the  attention  of  the  city  authorities  in  the  following  letter  : 

"Office  Chief  Engineer,  Fire  Department,  Room  24,  City  Hall, 

New  Orleans,  March  7,  1882. 
"Hon.  Joseph  A.  Shakespeare  and  Board  of  City  Administrators: 

"  Gentlemen : — The  undersigned,  directed  by  resolution  of  the  Hon- 
orable Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  begs  to  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  concerning  the 
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use  of  iron  shutters  on  buildings.  The  incidents  of  the  late  fire  on  the 
night  of  February  14,  and  again  on  March  4,  impost.-  upon  me  this  im- 
portant duty.  On  the  occasions  referred  to  the  buildings  wherein  the 
fires  originated  were  provided  with  iron  shutters  which  were  securely 
fastened  on  the  inside.  And  notwithstanding  the  most  strenuous  efforts 
were  made  by  the  firemen,  even  at  great  peril,  we  could  not  effect  an  en- 
trance through  them.  Thus  the  appliances  for  the  rapid  extinguishment 
of  these  fires  which  were  at  hand  were  rendered  useless  until  the  fire 
had  completely  gutted  the  upper  portion  of  the  building,  and  we  were 
thus  compelled  to  reach  the  fire  from  the  roofs  of  other  buildings,  thereby 
causing  much  delay  and  loss  of  property.  The  evil  of  securing  a 
buildingr  on  all  sides  with  iron  shutters  has  caused  incalculable  amounts 
of  loss  and  serious  accidents  to  our  men.  It  may  be  proper  to  suggest 
that  such  an  ordinance  be  adopted  as  would  prevent  the  use  of  iron  shutters, 
at  least  on  fronts  of  buildings  erected  hereafter,  and  that  provisions  be 
made  in  said  ordinance  which  would  make  it  obligatory  on  all  occupants 
of  buildings  which  are  already  provided  with  iron  shutters,  to  leave 
those  of  the  upper  stories  open  at  all  times.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  meet 
you  and  discuss  the  subject  at  an)'  time  you  may  appoint. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"Thomas  O'Connor,  Chief  Engineer." 

A  few  months  passed,  and  there  was  fresh  justification  for  this  warn- 
ing of  the  Chief  Engineer — many  fires  in  the  interim,  indeed,  at  which 
iron  shutters  worked  great  disadvantage,  but  finally  one  fire  was  so 
notably  destructive  as  to  bring  the  iron  shutter  question  prominently 
into  public  view.  In  Chief  O'Connor's  annual  report,  this  fire  was  thus 
referred  to : 

"  The  most  threatening  fire,  as  well  as  the  most  destructive  to  prop- 
erty, was  that  of  Sunday,  July  30th,  which  broke  out  at  No.  63  Tchoupi- 
toulas  St.  at  about  7  o'clock,  a.  m.  The  loss  in  personal  property  and 
real  estate  amounted  to  $290,000.  That  so  great  a  destruction  of  prop- 
erty should  occur  at  a  single  fire  is  in  no  wise  attributable  to  the  want  of 
promptness,  lack  of  diligence,  or  any  mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the 
department,  but  was  due  to  the  use  of  iron  shutters  on  the  front  and  rear 
of  the  buildings,  which  were  securely  fastened  on  the  inside.    When  the 
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firemen  arrived  the  contents  of  the  building  in  which  the  fire  originated 
were  a  mass  of  fire.  The  premises  were  occupied  as  a  wholesale  grocery, 
and  the  large  quantity  of  liquor,  together  with  other  inflammable 
materials,  carried  the  fire  from  one  building  to  another  with  lightning 
speed.  It  was  apparent  to  all  that  the  buildings  were  doomed,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  firemen  were  at  once  directed  to  prevent  the  spreading  of 
the  fire,  and  if  possible  to  confine  it  to  the  buildings  in  which  it  was  mak- 
ing such  havoc.  After  a  gallant  struggle  of  several  hours  the  adjoining 
property  was  out  of  danger,  and  in  a  short  time  after,  the  fire  was  sub- 
dued. Two  other  threatening  and  somewhat  disastrous  fires  occurred, 
with  losses  respectively  $75,000  and  $80,000.  In  both  instances  the  de- 
partment was  promptly  at  the  scene,  but  their  efforts  to  gain  an  entrance 
through  the  iron  shutters  were  futile.  It  is  important  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  regulate  the  use  of  iron  shutters  ;  and  I  earnestly  rec- 
ommend to  the  City  Council  the  passage  of  proper  ordinances  regulat- 
ing and  defining  their  use.  There  have  been  invented  several  devices 
by  which  these  iron  shutters  can  be  easily  opened  in  case  of  fire,  thus 
avoiding  delay  and  preventing  losses,  and  if  property  owners  and  occu- 
pants still  persist  in  their  use,  they  should  be  compelled  to  adopt  the 
necessary  means  to  operate  them  promptly." 

The  contemporary  newspaper  report  of  this  fire  thus  described  the 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  iron  shutters  :  "  Chief  O'Connor  immedi- 
ately set  his  men,  who  behaved  gallantly  throughout,  to  work  upon  the 
high  iron  shutters  that  hung  upon  the  front  windows  of  the  second  story. 
The  brave  fellows  worked  faithfully  and  well  with  axes,  crowbars,  chisels, 
and  everything  else  to  which  they  could  lay  their  hands  ;  but  the  rusty, 
fire-abetting  frauds  were  fastened  within,  and  complacently  smiled  at  the 
futile  attempts  of  the  firemen  to  tear  them  away.  Finding  it  impossible 
to  make  an  entrance  into  the  building  from  the  front,  the  Chief  ordered 
his  men  to  try  to  break  through  the  windows  in  the  rear,  realizing  at 
the  same  time  that  every  precious  minute  lost  while  the  fire  was  in  its 
incipiency,  would  represent  hundreds,  yea  thousands  of  dollars.  The 
boys  bravely  did  as  they  were  commanded,  and  almost  before  it  could  be 
realized  they  were  at  the  rear  of  the  building  and  working  with  even 
greater  determination  than  before,  upon  the  common  enemy  to  the  un- 
derwriters, the  insurance  companies,  and  the  property  owners  alike,  and 
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with  the  same  success  that  characterized  their  efforts  at  the  front  part  of 
the  building-  ten  minutes  previously,  and  upon  the  occasion  of  the  fire 
which  occurred  at  the  corner  of  Camp  and  Tchoupitoulas  Streets,  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th  inst.  At  last,  however,  the  iron  shutters  were  torn 
from  one  of  the  windows,  but  not  until  it  was  too  late  to  accomplish  the 
object  the  Chief  had  in  view,  which  was  to  get  his  men  into  the  room 
where  the  fire  was  before  it  became  uncontrollable.  Had  the  windows 
been  anv  other  than  the  kind  that  characterized  the  entire  block  and  over 
half  the  business  houses  of  this  city,  this  would  have  succeeded.  When 
the  shutters  had  been  torn  away,  the  flame  and  smoke  burst  out  in  great 
volumes,  forcing  the  men  to  leave  their  positions  and  work  as  best  they 
could  from  a  greater  distance.  At  this  time  the  Chief,  learning  the  char- 
acter of  the  material  with  which  the  house  was  stocked — two  hundred 
barrels  of  whisky  being  one  of  the  items — immediately  sounded  a  general 
alarm.  The  flames  now  being  freed,  lashed  around  the  sides  of  the  tall 
brick  buildings,  and  defying  all  efforts  to  quench  them,  very  soon  ignited 
the  adjoining  houses,  and,  as  the  result  has  shown,  destroyed  no  less  than 
$250,000  of  valuable  property.  Chief  O'Connor  has  travelled  through 
the  East  to  familiarize  himself  with  and  investigate  the  business  of  fire- 
fighting,  which  he  has  followed  so  long,  and  condemns  the  iron  shutter 
system,  which  does  little  to  protect  property  from  burglars,  as  being  a 
serious  obstacle  to  the  successful  management  and  control  of  fires." 

There  was  an  immediate  discussion  of  the  iron  shutter  question  bv 
leading  men  in  various  lines.  President  Marks,  the  representatives  of  the 
insurance  companies,  members  of  the  Common  Council,  Mayor  Shakes- 
peare, and  others,  freely  condemned  the  system,  and  it  was  determined 
that  if  the  matter  was  found  to  be  legally  within  the  reach  of  an  ordinance, 
one  should  be  prepared  and  passed,  for  the  protection  of  the  city. 

There  was  every  reason  for  those  interested  in  the  Fire  Department 
to  feel  satisfied  with  the  events  of  the  year  1SS3.  The  work  of  the  de- 
partment was  so  successful  that  the  losses  by  fire  were  kept  down  to  a 
very  low  figure  ;  and  while  the  total  losses  for  the  United  States  amounted 
to  no  less  than  $103,000,000,  New  Orleans  contributed  less  than  $500,000 
to  the  sum,  and  on  that  there  was  insurance  amounting  to  $839,050. 
Chief  O'Connor  attributed  the  remarkable  diminution  of  loss  to  "  im- 
proved discipline,  the  promptness  and  energy  with  which  the  men  operate, 
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and  the  more  general  or  universal  interest  and  pride  which  are  taken  by 
its  members  in  the  Department."  It  was  found  necessary  by  the  Chief 
however,  again  to  protest  against  the  prevalence  of  false  alarms,  of  which 
he  said,  "the  temerity  with  which  these  alarms  are  sounded,  at  points 
guarded  by  the  police,  would  indicate  an  animus  not  exceeded  by  the 
burglar  or  assassin.  It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  the  moving  cause  for  the 
act.  It  offers  no  opportunity  for  stealing  or  any  crime  ;  it  must  be  done 
simply  in  a  spirit  of  wickedness,  as  such  a  misdemeanor  can  only  be 
when  no  motives  of  gain  can  possibly  exist.  But  the  importance  of  it  is 
not  affected  by  our  inability  to  know  its  cause.  It  is  calculated  to  destroy 
or  greatly  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  department,  and  would  do  so  but 
for  the  spirit  and  intelligence  of  the  men." 

The  following  resolution  concerning  the  handling  of  ship  fires  was 
passed  by  the  Delegates  on  July  9,  1883  : 

"  Whereas,  in  past  years  persons  outside  of  this  association  have 
been  making  large  sums  of  money  by  fires  occurring  on  shipboard  at  this 
port  ;  and  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  good  name  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  ;  be  it 

"  Resolved,  that  the  Delegates  representing  the  different  companies 
of  the  Fire  Department,  at  a  regular  meeting,  do  volunteer  to  extinguish 
fires  occurring  on  shipboard,  steamboats,  or  other  craft,  without  pay,  salv- 
age, or  costs  of  any  kind.     Be  it  further 

"  Resolved,  that  the  President  of  this  Association  be  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  have  printed  as  many  copies  of  this  resolution  as  may  be 
necessary  for  distribution  to  all  places  doing  any  shipping  business  with 
this  port." 

Chief  O'Connor,  in  pursuance  of  this  purpose,  recommended  in  his 
annual  report  as  follows  :  "  I  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  city  the 
purchase  of  the  harbor  boat  Protector,  which  heretofore,  in  the  service  of 
the  Underwriters,  was  efficient  in  saving  property  from  destruction  by 
fire.  At  present  the  shipping  and  the  whole  levee  front,  as  well  as  Algiers 
and  Gretna,  are  without  protection,  and  the  services  of  such  a  fire-boat 
have  been  sadly  needed  on  several  occasions.  The  boat  is  well  equipped 
for  service  and  I  am  informed  can  be  purchased  on  most  reasonable 
terms.  With  her  a  floating  fire  company  could  be  organized,  and  she 
could  be  made  self-sustaining  by  the  discharge  of  other  duties  for  which 
the  city  pays  large  sums  annually." 
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The  action  concerning  ship  fires  here  referred  to,  was  taken  in  order 
to  settle  publicly  a  question  that  had  been  asked,  in  April  previous,  by 
the  captain  of  a  Spanish  steamship,  who  had  applied  for  information  as 
to  the  course  he  was  to  pursue  in  case  a  fire  should  occur  on  board  his 
vessel.  Chief  O'Connor  answered  the  query  through  a  newspaper  re- 
porter who  came  to  him  about  the  matter,  as  follows:  "The  Fire  Depart- 
ment, under  its  contract  with  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  is  compelled  to 
answer  all  alarms  of  fire,  and  it  is  part  of  their  duty  to  extinguish  fires  on 
shipboard  in  port.  They  are  entitled  to  no  compensation  for  it,  and  re- 
ceive none.  When  a  vessel  is  to  be  pumped  out,  however,  it  is  an  entirely 
different  matter,  and  the  Department  for  that  purpose  makes  arrange- 
ments and  fixes  the  amount  of  compensation,  as  pumping  out  vessels  does 
not  come  under  their  contract  with  the  city.  ...  If  the  captains  refuse 
our  services,  as  they  have  a  right  to  do,  we  of  course  submit  to  their  de- 
sire, provided  city  property  is  not  in  danger.  Otherwise  we  should  cer- 
tainly see  that  the  city  property  is  protected."  It  had  happened  that 
captains  in  port,  not  satisfied  with  having  their  fires  extinguished,  wanted 
the  further  service  of  pumping  done  for  them,  and  had  endeavored  to 
have  the  latter  service  included  in  what  the  Department  was  bound  to  do 
for  them  without  charge.  When  this  was  resisted,  the  impression  had 
been  given  to  the  captains  that  it  was  going  to  cost  them  money  to  have 
their  fires  extinguished  ;  and  it  was  to  overcome  this  erroneous  impression 
that  the  F.  C.  A.  wished  to  send  broadcast  information  as  to  the  willing- 
ness and  duty  of  the  Fire  Department  to  attend  to  ship  fires  as  well  as 
other  fires. 

The  great  event  of  the  year,  to  all  firemen,  was  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  National  Association  of  Fire  Engineers,  which  was  held  at  New 
Orleans  on  October  24th  to  27th,  inclusive.  As  early  as  January  the  Dele- 
gates began  their  preparations  to  make  the  reception  of  their  distinguished 
guests  a  memorable  one.  A  finance  committee,  with  President  Marks  at 
its  head,  secured  by  subscription  from  the  companies  and  from  individuals 
a  handsome  fund  for  expenses,  and  a  committee  of  arrangements,  con- 
sisting of  one  member  from  each  company,  with  Chief  O'Connor  as  the 
chairman,  undertook  to  prepare  a  programme  that  would  make  the  visit 
of  the  Fire  Chiefs  to  New  Orleans  as  agreeable  as  possible.  Every- 
thing went  along  without  a  hitch,  and  when  the  delegates  to  the  convention 
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arrived,  they  were  received  in  a  royal  manner.  Although  the  days  were 
devoted  to  business,  there  were  interesting  hospitalities  extended  to  them 
both  day  and  evening  throughout  the  week.  The  meetings  of  the  con- 
vention were  held  in  Washington  Artillery  Hall,  which  had  been  offered 
for  the  purpose  ;  and  the  organization  of  its  opening  session  at  noon  on 
October  24th  was  made  the  occasion  for  a  formal  welcome  extended  by 
the  City  and  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  Chief  O'Connor  in- 
troduced Mayor  Behan,  who  extended  the  freedom  and  hospitalities  of 
the  city.  Hon.  Charles  F.  Buck,  the  City  Attorney,  then  made  an  ad- 
dress of  welcome,  an  eloquent  eulogy  of  the  fireman's  calling  and  to  the 
high  purposes  of  the  National  Association  ;  and  a  feeling  response  was 
returned  by  the  Hon.  B.  Bryson  McCool,  of  Po'ttsville,  Pa.  Father  Hu- 
bert, whom  Chief  O'Connor  introduced  as  "  the  citizen,  soldier,  fireman, 
and  man  of  God's  own  make,"  opened  the  session  with  prayer,  and  then 
the  convention  business  was  taken  up.  During  the  day  many  courteous 
invitations  were  sent  in  to  the  members  of  the  convention,  among  them 
one  extending  the  privileges  of  the  Cotton  Exchange  ;  one  to  a  reception 
at  the  armory  of  the  Continental  Guards  ;  and  one  to  make  themselves 
at  home  at  the  theatres  of  the  city  that  evening.  In  response  to  the  lat- 
ter, the  evening  was  spent  by  many  of  the  delegates  and  their  ladies  as 
guests  of  Manager  Bidwell  at  the  Academy  of  Music  and  the  St.  Charles 
Theatre. 

On  the  second  day,  Thursday,  October  25th,  business  was  inter- 
rupted for  a  while  to  accept  an  invitation  to  visit  the  fire-boat  Protector, 
the  Orleans  Cotton  Press  and  the  cable  steamship  Silverton.  The  even- 
ing was  devoted  to  a  grand  ball  given  by  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  honor  of  the  visitors,  which  was  one  of  the  handsomest  affairs  of 
the  kind  ever  given  in  the  city.  No  element  of  refined  elegance  was 
wanting  in  the  extremely  complete  arrangements,  and  nothing  was  omitted 
that  could  have  enhanced  either  the  splendor  of  the  display  or  the  general 
success.  Friday  evening,  October  26th,  was  the  time  selected  for  the  re- 
ception at  the  armory  of  the  Continental  Guards.  Major  Pierce  ex- 
tended a  welcome  to  them,  not  alone  because  they  were  the  honored 
guests  of  the  city,  nor  because  the  fact  that  Chief  O'Connor  was  a  cor- 
poral in  the  Guards  rendered  hospitalities  at  the  hands  of  the  Guards 
peculiarly  appropriate  ;  but  even  more  because  the  Continental  Guards 
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had  but  recently  returned  from  a  tour  of  twenty  States  represented 
largely  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  National  Association  of  bire  Engineers, 
and  to  acknowledge  through  them  some  of  the  hospitalities  of  that  mem- 
orable tour  would  be  keenly  gratifying  to  the  members  of  the  Guards. 
A  most  interesting  circumstance  of  this  reception  was  the  entrance  into 
the  armory  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  acting  as  escort  to  Com- 
mander H.  N.  Fanton  and  Lieut.  F.  S.  Davis,  of  James  E.  Moore  Post 
of  Danbury,  Conn.,  who  had  come  to  New  Orleans  on  the  fraternal 
errand  of  restoring  the  flag  of  the  Louisiana  Artillery  Guards. 

But  the  managers  of  the  entertainment  features  of  the  convention 
had  reserved  for  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  October  27th,  the  last  day, 
the  chief  occasion  of  the  week.  That  was  the  grand  banquet  which  was 
given  to  the  nearly  three  hundred  guests  at  Spanish  Fort.  There  had 
been  a  review  of  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department  earlier  in  the  day,  to 
witness  which  places  had  been  provided  for  the  ladies  on  the  galleries  of 
Crescent  Hall.  And  at  4.30  in  the  afternoon  the  Chiefs  formed  at  the 
St.  Charles  Hotel  and,  headed  by  the  ladies  and  inspired  by  the  strains 
of  a  martial  band,  they  marched,  with  the  escort  of  a  number  of  the  city 
officials,  up  Canal  Street  to  the  Spanish  Fort  depot,  where  they  took  the 
cars.  Debarking  at  the  Fort,  they  formed  again  and  marched  through  the 
grounds  and  into  the  Casino,  which  had  been  beautifully  decorated  for  their 
coming.  This  banquet  was  given  by  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association, 
and  so  the  head  of  the  table  was  taken  by  President  Isaac  N.  Marks,  who 
was  supported  at  the  other  end  by  Chief  O'Connor.  And  here,  in  social 
merriment,  the  events  of  this  memorable  week  were  brought  to  a  close. 

Without  undertaking  in  this  place  to  recount  the  professional  work 
of  the  convention,  it  will  be  interesting  to  mention  one  or  two  topics 
which  had  a  special  bearing  on  fire  conditions  at  New  Orleans.  President 
Marks  was  invited  to  address  the  convention  on  the  subject  of  over-in- 
surance, as  bearing  on  fire  department  interests.  He  said  that  a  strong 
effort  was  being  made  to  harmonize  insurance  interests  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  to  adjust  tariffs.  The  conflict  of  interests  between 
foreign  and  local  companies  was  a  great  source  of  the  rate  cutting.  In 
New  Orleans  it  had  been  found  difficult  to  get  underwriters  and  agents  to 
work  harmoniously,  but  latterly  all  but  two  companies  had  been  induced 
to  come  into  a  harmonious  organization.     He  spoke  with  the  interest 
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both  of  a  fireman  and  an  insurance  man.  In  response  to  a  question  he 
said  that  there  was  no  penalty  in  the  New  Orleans  Association  for  over- 
insurance  (the  evil  which  the  Chiefs  thought  induced  incendiary  fires), 
but  the  number  of  practical  firemen  who  acted  as  inspectors  had  brought 
over-insurance  troubles  to  a  minimum  in  New  Orleans." 

A  topic  the  merits  of  which  came  home  closely  to  every  New  Orleans 
fireman  was  that  one  on  which  Chief  O'Connor  made  the  report,  as  follows  : 
"  The  question,  '  Should  chemical  engines  and  other  fire  extinguishing 
apparatus  be  operated  independently  of  the  fire  department  ?'  is  upon  its 
face  a  protest  against  any  limitation  in  the  service  of  a  final  arbitrament 
in  such  matters  by  competent  authority.  Unless  the  head  of  the  department 
is  to  be  a  mere  nominal  head,  a  mock  functionary  in  whom  is  to  be  reposed 
the  mere  form  and  -not  the  substance  of  authority,  its  sufficiency  as 
supreme  mandatory  should  be  assured.  There  should  be  none  besides 
so  competent,  or  so  suitable,  for  the  exercise  of  all,  or  any,  of  the  eco- 
nomic functions  of  the  department.  To  constitute  it  such  sole,  competent 
authority,  is  but  to  give  expression  to  the  very  spirit  of  the  organization, 
to  clothe  it  with  life  and  character,  and  with  the  essential  requisites  of 
administrative  power.  We  do  not  propose  to  invoke  argument  to  show 
that  the  head  of  the  department  is  the  reasonable  depository  of  its  dis- 
cretion. 

"  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  other,  and  a  conflict  of  authority  reposed 
in  different  heads,  such  as  prevails  in  some  of  the  cities,  makes  discipline 
impossible,  and  disorder  the  rule.  It  is  just  as  necessary  that  there  should 
be  one  head  as  that  there  should  be  one  fire  department,  and  every  city 
government  should  see  that  the  integrity  of  this  important  principle  is 
steadfastly  maintained.  It  is  one  of  the  grievances  of  fire  departments 
that  the  underwriters  are  compelled  to  maintain  independent  organizations 
known  as  the  chemical  engines.  The  municipal  authorities  should  rectify 
this  error.  A  fire  department  can  not  be  prepared  for  all  its  trying  duties, 
and  adequate  to  emergencies  of  any  and  every  kind,  with  this  figment  of 
organic  weakness  in  its  vitals. 

"  We  would  recommend  the  organization  of  regular  fire  companies  with 
fire  boats,  as  calculated  to  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  a  department. 

"  Too  much  cannot  be  urged  in  support  of  the  negative  of  the  proposi- 
tion here  submitted  to  us.    There  is  no  conceivable  situation  in  which  any 
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apparatus,  or  agencies  of  whatever  kind,  should  be  'operated  indepen- 
dently of  the  fire  department.'  All  the  mischief  that  is  recorded  in  fire 
annals — the  unreadiness,  inadequacy,  incompleteness,  failures  in  defense 
of  life,  and  skill  and  effort  exerted  in  vain — belong  to  a  lack  of  system — 
to  a  want  of  authority  in  the  head  of  a  department  which  alone  can  wield 
authority. 

Tin  is.  (  )'Ci  ik, 
H.  C.  Sexti  ix, 
\Ym.  Stockell, 
\Ym.  Green." 

President  Marks  explained  the  relations  of  the  chemical  apparatus 
controlled  by  the  underwriters  to  the  fire  department.  He  approved  of 
the  report  and  said  :  "  It  was  known  that  the  system  of  extinguishing  fires 
in  New  Orleans  was  a  peculiar  arrangement.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
department  there  was  a  corps  of  chemical  engines  which  performed  excel- 
lent service,  they  being  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Underwriters. 
This  arrangement  grew  out  of  conflicting  opinions,  a  few  years  ago,  be- 
tween the  insurance  companies  and  fire  departments.  The  underwriters 
attached  high  importance  to  the  use  of  chemical  engines,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  their  great  value  in  the  incipient  stages  of  fires.  The 
underwriters  made  a  mistake,  from  their  point  of  veiw,  in  furnishing  ad- 
ditional means  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  because  it  opened  the  way 
to  a  reduction  of  rates  of  insurance  premiums.  They  have  discovered  that 
fact.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  it  was  with  great  difficult}' 
that  the  insurance  companies,  and  a  majority  of  the  agents,  could  be  per- 
suaded to  contribute  their  pro  rata  to  support  the  chemical  engines  for 
another  year.  It  was  understood  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  under- 
writers would  cease  to  operate  the  chemical  engines,  and  that  the}'  would 
have  to  be  annexed  to  the  fire  department  and  appropriations  to  maintain 
them  be  made  by  the  city.  Insurance  companies  should  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  extinguishment  of  fires.  Their  duty  is  to  fix  the  rates  of 
premiums  and  pay  losses  ;  the  greater  the  risks  the  greater  the  rates.  If 
sufficient  protection  from  fires  is  not  afforded,  then  they  have  a  right  to 
raise  the  rates.  It  was  proper  that  insurance  companies  should  maintain 
salvage  corps  for  the  preservation  of  property  endangered  by  fire  or  water, 
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but  not  to  perform  the  duties  of  extinguishing  fires,  which  should  be 
executed  by  the  department."  The  speaker  urged  that  the  Convention 
should  declare- its  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Chief  O'Connor  referred  to  this  subject  in  his  next  annual  report, 
saying:  "I  would  direct  the  attention  of  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  and 
Common  Council  to  the  subject  of  independent  organizations  for  extin- 
guishing fires,  as  presented  in  the  proceedings  of  the  late  National 
Convention  of  Fire  Engineers  at  its  annual  session  held  in  this  city. 
The  report  of  the  committee  to  that  body  recommends  that  all  city  gov- 
ernments provide  for  operating  chemical  engines  as  an  auxiliary  to  the 
steam  engine  department.  My  object  in  the  suggestion  is  to  guard 
against  the  discontinuance  of  this  important  branch  of  the  service  by  the 
Board  of  Underwriters,  which  I  learn  is  probable.  I  trust  that  in  such  a 
case  your  Honorable  Body  will  make  some  immediate  provision  for 
maintaining  it." 

During  the  executive  session  of  the  convention,  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Marks 
was  elected  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association,  there  being  only  one 
other  life  member,  Eyre  M.  Shaw,  Chief  Officer  of  the  London,  England, 
Fire  Brigade.  Chief  O'Connor  was  at  the  same  time  elected  President 
of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote  ; 
while  Assistants  J.  D.  Donovan  and  A.  J.  Lynch  were  elected  active 
members. 

In  recognition  of  a  prosperous  condition  of  city  affairs  in  which  the 
Fire  Department  directly  shared,  the  F.  C.  A.  Delegates  had  the  pleas- 
ure, early  in  January,  1884,  of  passing  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Delegates  of  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  extended  to  His  Honor, 
Mayor  Benhan,  and  the  Common  Council,  for  their  wise  and  successful 
management  of  the  government  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  resulting 
in  placing  the  city  (for  the  first  time  in  many  years)  upon  a  cash  basis." 

The  payments  to  the  Association  consequent  upon  this  great  im- 
provement in  the  finances  of  its  paymaster  had  brought  it  handsomely 
through  its  embarrassments,  the  comparatively  small  amount  of  old  in- 
debtedness remaining  outstanding  enabling  it  presently  to  make  its  own 
payments  due  the  companies  in  full  to  date. 

There  was  an  era  of  building  in  New  Orleans  about  1884,  in  which 
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began  the  erection  of  high  buildings,  a  process  which  by  now  has  attained 
even  greater  proportions.  Flattering  as  such  an  evidence  of  prosperity 
and  increased  value  in  building  sites  must  !><■  to  the  city,  the  problem 
presented  by  it  to  the  fire  department  was  a  new  one  for  this  locality, 
where  bad  pavements,  scarce  water  and  inflammable  building  material 
had  been  for  many  years  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  firemen. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  Chief  O'Connor  met  the  case  with  an  elaborate 
report  on  the  needs  of  the  department,  chief  among  which  were  a  law  re- 
quiring ladder  escapes  from  the  clangers  of  fire  in  the  lofty  structures 
going  up,  and  water  towers  to  enable  the  department  to  reach  them  with 
a  stream  of  water.  Nor  did  he  omit,  in  recommending  special  building 
laws,  to  advise  more  care  in  the  enforcement  of  them.  He  asked  also 
for  ordinances  requiring  the  safe  storage  of  powder  and  inflammables  ; 
for  a  fire-boat,  and  for  new  hose,  new  locations  for  engine  houses,  and 
fuel  houses  from  which  the  steam  engines  might  be  supplied.  The  ex- 
periences of  the  year  past  also  led  him  to  make  a  special  report  on  the  old 
subject  of  false  alarms,  which  the  steps  hitherto  taken  had  not  sufficed  to 
stop,  and  the  result  of  that  was  a  resolution  by  the  Delegates  offering  a 
reward  of  $500  for  the  detection  of  the  senders  of  such  alarms.  Some 
notable  convictions  for  this  offense  followed  during  the  year  1885.  On 
his  return  from  the  Saratoga  convention  of  the  Fire  Chiefs  in  1885,  the 
Chief  put  in  a  plea  for  others  of  the  modern  improvements  in  apparatus 
which  were  common  in  other  cities,  among  which  were  a  Hayes  Truck 
and  heaters  on  the  steam  engines,  by  the  use  of  which  engines  would  be 
ready  to  throw  water  almost  immediately  on  leaving  the  house,  an  im- 
provement which  has  now  been  so  long  an  inseparable  feature  of  the 
equipment  of  the  department  that  one  wonders  how  it  was  possible  to 
get  along  so  many  years — and  so  well — without  it. 

On  the  same  occasion  Chief  O'Connor  was  asked  if  he  thought  there 
was  any  prospect  of  a  change  from  a  volunteer  to  a  paid  department. 
He  replied  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  at  that  time.  He  did  not 
think  the  city  was  in  a  condition  to  entertain  the  idea  for  a  moment.  "  A 
paid  department,"  he  said,  "  operates  very  well  where  there  are  paved 
streets  and  a  water  supply  ;  but  in  a  city  like  this,  where  there  are  miles 
of  unpaved  streets  and  no  water,  it  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  prove  a 
success.  This  is  where  the  large  volunteer  force  comes  in  and  makes  our 
department  so  effective." 
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The  semi-centennial  Fourth  of  March  and  the  participation  of  the 
department  in  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Exposition  were  marked  features 
of  the  year  1885.  The  annual  communication  of  President  Marks  at  the 
end  of  that  year  indicated  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  progress 
and  prosperity  of  the  department.  The  recommendations  of  the  Widows' 
and  Orphans'  Committee  instituted  for  the  first  time  the  custom  of  com- 
pounding with  the  widows  of  deceased  firemen  for  their  regular  stipends 
from  the  Association,  by  a  single  payment  of  $200  in  lieu  of  being  placed 
on  the  rolls  for  steady  relief,  each  $200  as  it  became  available  from  sur- 
plus revenue  to  thus  retire  a  widow  from  the  rolls.  This  policy  was 
maintained  until  the  reorganization  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Associa- 
tion when  the  paid  department  was  established  ;  and  it  then  became  the 
policy  of  the  successor  to  the  F.  C.  A. 

Chief  O'Connor's  report  at  this  time  put  him  again  on  record  as 
again  calling  for  a  fire-boat,  in  view  of  the  great  value  of  the  shipping 
and  the  water-front  property,  and  the  enormous  difficulty  of  reaching  it 
with  streams  from  the  shore.  A  sign  of  the  times  and  the  advancement 
of  the  city  in  the  modern  improvements  so  full  of  danger  to  the  unwary, 
is  found  in  the  Chief's  warning  to  the  firemen  given  in  a  supplementary 
report,  to  be  careful  in  handling  fires  in  the  vicinity  of  the  electric  light 
wires,  which  were  then  beginning  their  murderous  career  in  all  the  great 
cities  of  this  country. 

A  striking  commentary  on  the  efficiency  of  the  department  at  this 
time  is  found  in  the  editorial  communications  of  the  press  on  the  com- 
parative immunity  from  serious  loss  on  the  part  of  the  property  owners 
of  New  Orleans.  One  of  the  papers  said:  "The  fire  report  for  New 
Orleans  for  the  past  year  is  satisfactory,  the  losses  being  $639,730,  or 
about  one-half  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  property  at  risk,  while  the  total  esti- 
mated insurance  is  $1,207,450,  showing  that  little  loss  fell  on  the  indi- 
vidual citizen.  This  is  a  decrease  from  the  previous  year,  when  the  loss 
was  $776,9 iH.  The  fires  seem  to  come  in  spurts.  January  and  June,  for 
instance,  were  bad  months,  and  scored  nearly  one-half  the  losses  for  the 
entire  year,  while  the  winter  has  been  exceptionally  good  in  this  respect. 
The  chief  features  in  the  fire  history  of  this  city  are  the  number  of  fires 
and  the  average  small  loss  to  each.  Few  towns  have  more  fires  to  the 
population  than  this,  but  fortunately  big  conflagrations  are  few  and  the 
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losses  consequently  small.  .  .  .  This  is  strong  evidence  of  the  efficiency 
of  our  fire  department.  In  a  large  city  like  New  Orleans,  with  such  a 
large  proportion  of  wooden  houses,  many  fires  are  inevitable  ;  but  that 
these  should  have  been  hemmed  in  as  they  were  and  restricted  to  the 
buildings  where  they  broke  out,  shows  that  they  were  well  handled  and 
manaeed.  At  the  same  time  it  will  not  do  to  be  too  self-confident  on 
this  point.  In  fighting  fires  New  Orleans  encounters  three  serious  diffi- 
culties— the  immense  area  of  the  city,  the  bad  condition  in  rainy  weather 
of  many  of  its  streets,  and  the  lack  of  a  sufficient  water  supply.  To  this 
latter  point  Chief  O'Connor  directs  special  attention.  The  water  facil- 
ities of  New  Orleans  are  at  present  inadequate,  he  says,  to  protect  a  city 
one-fourth  its  size.  ...  It  is  only  by  almost  superhuman  exertions  on 
the  part  of  the  fire  department  that  serious  conflagrations  have  been 
prevented.  .  .  .  No  city  in  the  world  is  better  situated  than  New 
Orleans  for  a  fine  water  supply,  for  it  has  the  river  on  one  side  and  the 
lake  on  the  other.  Any  failure,  therefore,  is  from  lack  of  consideration 
of  this  matter — although  Chief  O'Connor  has  called  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  more  water  for  fire  purposes — rather  than  from  the  inability 
to  get  the  water.  With  some  improvement  in  this  supply,  New  Orleans 
will  be  as  well  protected  against  fire  as  any  city  in  the  world,  and  will 
score  as  small  an  annual  loss  from  this  cause." 

An  event  of  more  than  mere  personal  interest,  occurring  in  the  early 
part  of  1S86,  was  the  death  of  Rene  H.  Brunet,  in  March  of  that  year. 
It  was  more  than  sixty  years  previously,  that  Mr.  Brunet  had  been  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  first  company  organized  in  the  department 
— Volunteer  No.  1 — had  gone  out  from  that  to  put  the  second  company, 
Mississippi  No.  2,  on  its  feet  ;  had  presided  at  the  convention  of  fire- 
men called  to  act  in  the  crisis  of  the  early  clays  which  seemed  to  threaten 
the  existence  of  the  young  department,  and  had  engineered  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  which  grew  out  of  it. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  committee  of  five  that  had  organized  the 
Association,  of  which  he  became  the  first  Vice-President.  To  this  ven- 
erable survivor  of  the  days  of  beginnings,  the  Fire  Department  had 
always  shown  every  honor.  He  had  ridden  at  the  head  of  their  parades 
on  the  Fourth  of  March,  and  his  interest  in  the  later  glories  of  the  de- 
partment to  which   he  had  been   a  father  was  deep  and  continuous. 
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Although  born  in  Baltimore,  Mr.  Brunet  had  been  a  resident  of  New 
Orleans  since  his  fifth  year.  He  had  occupied  positions  of  responsibility 
and  trust  in  the  public  service,  and,  himself  too  old  to  participate  in  the 
struggles  of  the  war,  he  had  sent  three  sons  to  the  front,  one  of  whom 
lost  his  life  in  battle.  The  participation  of  the  Fire  Department  in  his 
obsequies  was  not  only  a  tribute  to  the  friend  of  half  a  century  but  an 
act  of  mourning  for  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  department. 

In  April  of  this  year  the  project  of  erecting  a  Firemen's  Monument 
in  Greenwood  Cemetery  took  shape,  and  the  Association  appropriated 
first  $10,000,  and  then  another  $4000,  out  of  the  $17,000,  which  was  finally 
expended  on  this  object.  During  the  winter,  the  new  Preston  aerial 
truck  was  added  to  the  apparatus  of  the  department,  giving  it  a  much 
needed  help  in  gaining  access  to  the  high  buildings  of  the  city. 

As  1886  was  a  "contract  year,"  the  existing  contract  being  about  to 
expire  at  its  close  and  requiring  renewal,  the  machinery  of  opposition  to 
the  F.  C.  A.  was  in  full  operation  during  all  of  the  first  half  of  the  year, 
before  the  decision  was  made  as  to  the  new  contract.  The  usual  tactics 
of  the  opposition  were  repeated,  and  there  was  the  usual  amount  of 
loose  talk  about  the  ideal  paid  department,  without  much  reference  to 
the  ideal  pavements,  ideal  water-supply  and  ideal  finances  which  were  a 
somewhat  essential  part  of  such  a  scheme.  The  press  of  the  city  took 
unusual  interest  in  the  matter,  for  it  was  entirely  clear  that  sooner  or 
later  this  continual  hammering  at  the  Association  which  had  managed 
the  fire  department  for  more  than  thirty  years  would  have  to  succumb. 
The  Athenians  tired  of  hearing  Aristicles  called  "the  Just,"  and  people 
do  get  tired  even  of  the  most  useful  public  servant,  and  some  of  them 
long  to  show  that  experience  is  not  so  very  necessary  after  all  to  a  suc- 
cessful management  of  a  fire  department.  While  the  matter  was  before 
the  Council,  President  Marks  was  called  on  for  the  Association's  side  of 
the  question,  and  he  said  : 

"  The  question  now  before  the  Council  is  a  most  important  one,  and 
has  engaged  its  attention  since  its  present  members  were  elected.  No 
duty  of  a  city  government  is  so  great  as  giving  protection  to  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  people.  Without  that  protection  neither  cities  nor  city 
governments  could  exist.  The  consideration  of  such  a  question  should  be 
approached  and  handled  without  prejudice  or   self-interest,  but  solely 
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looking  to  the  conscientious  discharge  of  a  public  duty.  If  a  city  has  a 
faithful  public  servant,  whether  it  be  an  individual  or  a  corporation,  whose 
years  of  duty  have  been  unfalteringly  performed  without  regard  to  loss  or 
sacrifice,  his  services  should   receive  a  just  and  generous  consideration. 

"  The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  New  (  )rleans  occupies  that 
position  towards  the  city.  For  half  a  century  its  duties  have  been  faith- 
fully excuteel  ;  in  time  of  peace,  through  war  and  pestilence,  its  members 
have  done  their  duty  in  the  face  of  the  sacrifice  of  health  and  lives.  No 
organization  of  men  in  this  country  can  show  such  a  record.  The  duty 
devolving  upon  the  Association  has  been  performed  without  regard  to  pa)' 
or  compensation.  When  the  city  has  been  unable  to  pay,  the  Association 
has  never  attempted  to  place  it  in  default.  It  has  never  instituted  a  suit 
against  the  city  ;  it  never  has  in  any  way  antagonized  the  city.  When 
the  city  has  been  unable  to  fulfill  the  contract,  the  Association  has  carried 
it  out  in  good  faith,  using  its  own  resources  in  order  that  it  might  be  done. 
The  city  is  to-day  in  *irrears  to  the  Association,  for  work  performed 
prior  to  1886,  nearly  $60,000,  While  the  Association  has  frequently 
to  borrow  money  and  pay  interest  on  these  claims,  the  city  never  has 
paid  on  any  back  indebtedness  to  the  Association  one  solitary  cent  of  in- 
terest. 

"  These  statements  are  made  to  endeavor  to  impress  the  Council  to 
the  necessity  of  justly  and  generously  treating  this  important  question. 
If  the  City  of  New  Orleans  was  in  a  financial  and  political  position  to 
create  a  fire  department,  that  question  might  properly  be  considered. 
Whenever  a  pure  paid  fire  department  is  created,  it  must  be  a  branch  of 
the  city  government  ;  it  must  not  be  given  to  a  corporation  or  to  individ- 
ual contractors.     Not  one  paid  fire  department  in  the  American  Union 
is  managed  in  that  way.     In  all  the  great  cities  the  fire  department  is  a 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  city  government,  and  is  paid  and  controlled  by 
it.    A  hybrid  fire  department,  combining  the  features  of  the  paid  and 
volunteer  systems,  is  a  mistake  and  will  not  work  satisfactorily.  New 
Orleans  possesses  a  fire  department  equal  to  that  of  any  city  in  the  country, 
and  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  disadvantages  against  which  it 
has  to  contend,  its  remarkable  success  is  something  to  be  applauded  and 
wondered  at.     New  Orleans  covers  a  larger  surface  of  unpaved  mud  streets  ; 
it  has  a  much  larger  number  of  frame  buildings  ;    it  has  a  poorer  supply 
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of  water  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  than  any  of  the  large  cities  of 
the  country.  No  small  paid  fire  department  could  cope  with. or  success- 
fully surmount  these  great  disadvantages.  Such  being  the  case,  it  would 
be  wise  on  the  part  of  our  city  government  to  let  well  enough  alone. 

"  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  small  paid  fire  department  to  cope 
with  and  successfully  surmount  the  great  disadvantages  which  a  fire  de- 
partment has  to  contend  with  in  New  Orleans.  The  proposed  new  or- 
ganization, to  have  been  the  creature  of  a  stock  company,  would  have 
attempted  to  perform  its  first  duty  with  a  force  not  exceeding  nine  men 
to  a  company.  Any  practical  fireman  would  express  the  opinion  that 
such  an  attempt  would  have  been  an  utter  failure.  Unfortunately  for 
our  city  that  failure  would  have  resulted  in  the  constant  destruction  of 
property  by  fire,  and  necessarily  in  heavy  losses  to  insurance  companies 
and  citizens. 

"In  all  the  large  cities  of  our  country  within  the  last  five  years  the 
expenditures  of  their  fire  departments  has  had  -to  be  largely  increased, 
and  this  became  necessary  to  cover  the  expense  of  many  additional  men 
and  a  larger  number  of  engines  and  other  apparatus.  The  amount  paid 
the  Fire  Department  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  is  considerably  less, 
comparing  population,  than  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  Union.  The 
present  contract  pay  is  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, the  Association  furnishing  at  its  own  expense  all  of  the  machinery 
and  paraphernalia  of  the  organization,  the  present  value  of  which  is 
$150,000. 

"  The  following  are  the  expenses  of  some  of  the  leading  paid  fire 
departments  of  the  United  States: — New  York,  $1,500,000;  Chicago  in 
1884,  $657,957 — (this  sum  has  been  considerably  increased,  but  I  have 
not  got  the  figures)  ;  Boston,  $605,938;  Cincinnati,  (1884)  $238,838  (in- 
creased since).  The  population  of  Cincinnati  is  269,000,  and  the  area 
is  24  square  miles.  The  population  of  New  Orleans  can  be  put  down  at 
250,000,  and  the  area  covered  by  the  present  fire  contract  is  37  square 
miles.  Take  Brooklyn,  $529,239;  New  York,  $1,500,000;  Baltimore, 
$193,000;  Cleveland,  $198,000;  Philadelphia,  $553,250;  Providence, 
$111,073;  Milwaukee,  $  1 10,000  ;  Detroit,  $1 79,298  ;  Minneapolis,  $121, - 
878;  Baltimore,  $102,000;  Boston,  $605,938;  San  Francisco,  $296,873; 
Chicago,  $657,957;  Washington,  $119,500;  (8  engines,  8  hose  carts,  3 
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trucks);  Buffalo,  $214,600;  (16  steamers,  5  trucks,  16  hose  carts);  Cin- 
cinnati, $238,838  (20  steamers,  one  chemical,  5  hook  and  ladder  trucks)  ; 
New  Orleans,  $160,000,  20  steamers,  20  hose  carts,  4  hook  and  ladder 
trucks. 

"  The  expenses  of  all  of  the  above  departments  have  had  to  be  in- 
creased in  1885,  and  again  in  1886.  All  of  these  cities  have  splendidly 
paved  streets,  are  liberally  supplied  with  water  in  all  portions,  and  are 
almost  built  up  with  brick  and  stone.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  comparative 
disadvantages  under  which  our  city  has  had  to  labor,  an  efficient  fire  de- 
partment, equally  well  equipped  as  any  other  organization  of  the  kind, 
has  been  furnished  for  the  last  five  years  to  the  property  holders  and  tax 
payers  for  the  moderate  sum  of  $160,000  per  annum.  These  figures 
present  stubborn  facts,  and  are  entitled  to  the  serious  consideration  of  all 
good  citizens.  It  has  been  demonstrated  a  hundred  times  within  my 
memory  that  extensive  and  disastrous  conflagrations  have  been  prevented 
in  this  city,  under  our  volunteer  system,  by  the  size  of  the  department. 
The  advantage  of  a  large  number  of  men  in  the  handling  of  hose,  fre- 
quently making  very  long  leads  in  order  to  reach  and  convey  water  to  a 
fire,  has  saved  to  our  city  in  the  past  twenty-five  years  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars. 

"  While  a  small  force  of  paid  men  would  naturally  become  exhausted, 
particularly  in  our  hot  climate,  the  number  of  men  we  can  call  into  re- 
quisition in  constant  relief  must  in  every  case  finally  subdue  our  common 
enemy.  In  this  way  the  present  St.  Charles  Hotel  was  saved  to  Xew 
Orleans  on  the  Sunday  morning  in  which  the  large  fire  broke  out  in  it. 
But  for  the  fact  that  the  department  had  at  least  300  men  working  at  one 
time  and  leading  and  dragging  the  hose  into  the  most  dangerous  posi- 
tions, the  hotel  would  have  been  burned  to  the  ground.  No  small  paid 
fire  department  could  have  saved  that  building.  This  important  service 
was  again  demonstrated  at  the  fire  on  Canal  Street  originating  in  the 
Japanese  Exposition  store.  Nothing  prevented  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  disastrous  conflagrations  ever  witnessed  except  the  numbers  and 
efficiency  of  the  department  on  that  day.  The  recent  fire  at  the  Purves 
sash  factory,  on  Charles  Street,  presents  the  most  remarkable  evidence  of 
the  skill,  the  courage  and  the  efficiency  of  the  department  in  its  long  rec- 
ord.    Exposed  to  a  heat  so  powerful  in  its  character  that  the  buildings 
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on  the  other  side  of  St.  Charles  Street,  a  distance  of  150  feet,  were  set 
afire  in  the  absence  of  any  wind,  the  members  of  the  department  became 
almost  salamanders  in  arresting  a  conflagration  which  at  one  time  ap- 
peared to  threaten  all  of  that  portion  of  the  city. 

"  I  will  not  occupy  your  space  by  attempting  to  give  many  other 
events  of  a  similar  character.  These  are  cited  to  stifle  the  voice  of  croakers 
and  silence  captious  and  interested  fault-finders.  I  do  not  claim  perfec- 
tion for  our  lire  department.  It  can  make  mistakes  ;  but  when  made  we 
are  ready  to  acknowledge  and  remedy  them.  No  human  organization  is 
perfect.  The  assembled  wisdom  of  the  nation  at  the  Capitol  in  Wash- 
ington commits  errors.  Our  own  Legislature  is  not  free  from  mistakes, 
and  it  is  stated  that  our  City  Council  has  sometimes  been  equally  unfor- 
tunate. Putting  together  what  I  said  yesterday  and  in  this  interview, 
will  it  not  be  wise  to  let  well  enough  alone  ?  There  is  one  more  point, 
however.  All  of  the  above  cities,  in  addition  to  paying  the  large  sums 
stated,  purchase  all  of  the  paraphernalia,  machinery,  etc.,  while  the  New 
Orleans  fire  department  takes  the  contract  for  $160,000  and  purchases  all 
of  the  machinery  and  equipments." 

The  bids  had  at  this  time  been  opened.  Whereas  the  usual  course 
had  been  to  oppose  a  plan  for  a  regular  paid  department  to  the  renewal  of 
the  contract  with  the  F.  C.  A.,  it  had  been  attempted  this  year  to  secure 
the  contract  for  others  by  underbidding.  Consequently  there  was,  besides 
the  bid  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  a  bid  from  a  private  person,  supposed  generally 
to  represent  a  certain  active  opponent  of  the  Association  who  had  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Underwriters.  This  opposition  bid  was  for  $195,000 
per  annum  ;  and  it  was  regarded  as  an  extremelv  low  bid  for  the  service 
required  by  the  specifications  of  thecontract  offered  by  the  city.  Greatly 
to  the  surprise  of  all,  the  bid  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  for  the  same  service,  was 
found  to  be  $190,000  per  annum  ;  and  in  consequence  the  contract,  after 
some  lengthy  consideration  by  the  Common  Council,  was  awarded  at  this 
figure  to  the  F.  C.  A.  The  new  contract  called  for  certain  increase  of 
apparatus,  and  especially  for  a  larger  number  of  paid  men  constantly  on 
duty  in  the  engine  houses. 

In  congratulating  the  department  on  this  result,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing, President  Marks  pointed  out  how  unhappily  it  would  have  worked 
for  the  city  if,  during  its  financial  embarrassments,  (in  consequence  of 
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which  the  Association  still  held  quantities  of  unpaid  city  obligations  of 
various  kinds, )  the  city  had  been  running  a  paid  department  and  owed 
these  sums,  not  to  a  forbearing  and  public-spirited  Association  but  to  a 
medley  lot  of  private  creditors.  The  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Asso- 
ciation were  again  modified  to  meet  the  new  condition  of  the  contract, 
and  Chief  O'Connor  was  without  opposition  elected  to  another  five  years' 
term  as  the  executiv  e  head  of  the  department. 

There  were  matters  of  serious  moment  in  1887.  One  of  the  news- 
papers found  it  necessary  to  say  one  morning,  "Some  fifteen  or  twenty 
houses,  the  property  of  taxpayers,  were  burned  down  or  seriously  damaged 
on  Friday  night,  simply  for  the  want  of  water  to  put  out  the  fire."  What 
exertions  were  demanded  of  the  firemen  to  keep  the  damaged  houses 
also  from  burning  down,  did  not  appear  in  the  record  ;  but  the  comment 
touched  on  the  crying  evil  of  the  fire  service.  Chief  O'Connor's  remarks 
in  his  annual  report  on  the  dangers  of  electric  light  wires  caused  him  to 
be  further  interviewed  by  the  press,  and  he  recommended  the  removal  of 
defective  wires,  the  switching  off  of  currents  from  the  vicinity  of  a  fire, 
and  the  burying  all  wires  underground.  How  good  reason  he  had  for  his 
apprehensions  on  this  subject  was  manifest,  not  only  in  the  reports  from 
all  over  the  country  of  death  to  firemen  and  linemen  from  these  wires, 
but  also  from  the  prevalence  at  this  time  of  accidents  to  the  firemen  of 
New  Orleans. 

One  of  the  fires  of  1887  attracted  attention,  not  only  because  of  the 
large  extent  of  it  but  also  because  among  the  sufferers  by  it  was  Chief 
Engineer  O'Connor;  which  showed  that  the  "devouring  element"  is  no 
respecter  of  persons.  The  fire  occurred  on  Mav  4th,  and  consumed  many 
houses  on  Magazine,  Julia  and  Camp  Streets,  involving  the  loss  of  several 
lives.  It  broke  out  during  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  when  the  in- 
mates were  deep  in  sleep,  and  was  fanned  by  a  high  gale  to  a  tremendous 
extent.  Among  the  losses  were  the  residence,  carriage  factory  and  black- 
smith shop  belonging  to  Chief  O'Connor,  including  all  the  jewelry  and 
the  personal  effects  of  himself  and  his  entire  family.  He  commented 
somewhat  ruefully  on  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  that  his  occupation 
causes  him  to  look  out  for  fire  and  anticipate  it,  and  the  tinder-box  char- 
acter of  the  buildings  in  the  neighborhood  satisfied  him  that  some  day 
the  block  would  burn  ;  and  though  he  recommended  to  other  men  the 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


necessity  of  carrying  plenty  of  insurance,  he  found  himself  contemplating 
the  destruction  of  about  $32,000  worth  of  property  on  which  he  had  an 
insurance  of  only  $11,000. 

Detractors  were  so  busy  about  this  time,  that  every  friend  of  the  de- 
partment found,  first  or  last,  an  opportunity  amounting  to  a  duty  to  defend 
it  from  unjust  aspersions.  Chief  O'Connor  went  to  the  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  Fire  Chiefs  at  Atlanta,  in  September,  1887,  and  besides  sub- 
mitting his  professional  paper  on  iron  shutters,  with  drawings  of  improve- 
ments on  those  in  use,  he  also  said  a  word  for  his  abused  department  at 
home  ;  he  included  also  a  defense  of  the  New  Orleans  Underwriters,  who 
also  had  been  assailed,  inviting  the  underwriters  of  the  entire  country  to 
come  and  locate  in  that  city,  as  the  most  favorable  in  the  Union  for 
them.     In  defending  the  department,  he  said  : 

"  Urged  by  a  consideration  which  requires  some  explanation  in  regard 
to  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department,  and  acting  only  in  extenuation  of 
the  honor  of  that  organization,  I  take  this  occasion  to  speak  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  has  had  a  tendency  to  do  that  department  a  great  injustice,  viz  : 
articles  appearing  at  times  in  the  fire  journals  condemning  that  depart- 
ment as  apolitical  machine.  In  every  organization,  whether  of  a  muni- 
cipal or  private  character,  there  are  always  found  those  who,  for  some 
cause,  are  ready  to  urge  claims  and  the  bitterest  convictions.  Success- 
fully has  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  defeated  calumniators  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have  no  appeal  to  make,  none  other 
than  its  official  record,  and  such  merit  as  the  discharge  of  its  obligations 
to  the  City  of  New  Orleans  entitles  it  to.  I  am  for  many  reasons  now  forced 
to  contradict  without  reserve  and  with  every  emphasis  the  slanderous 
charge  that  the  Association  is  an  immense  political  machine,  and  is  the  con- 
trolling power  in  the  city  and  state  politics  ;  that  politics  is  its  principal 
business  and  the  extinguishment  of  fires  an  incident  thereto. 

"  The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  New  Orleans  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1835  for  a  period  of  thirty  years.  All  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  fire  companies  were  made  incorporators.  Its  objects  were  not  ex- 
clusively eleemosnary,  for  it  constituted  the  fire  department.  In  1855 
the  charter  expired.  In  the  meantime,  a  law  had  been  enacted  authoriz- 
ing six  or  more  persons  to  form  a  corporation  for  certain  objects  on  com- 
plying with  certain  conditions,  and  under  its  provisions  the  Association 
was  incorporated  in  1865. 
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"Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  proud  privilege  to  represent  in  this  body, 
as  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans,  a  society  so 
disinterested,  brave,  generous  and  harmonious.  Their  lives  arc  freely 
lavished  in  the  sen  ice  of  the  department.  Its  charities  are  mostly  con- 
tributed by  its  members  under  voluntary  assessment.  The  Fire  Depart- 
ment is  peculiar  in  its  character,  as  it  embraces  the  two  elements,  those 
of  a  paid  and  a  volunteer  department.  Its  corporate  powers  are  vested 
in  a  board  of  delegates,  and  a  board  of  commissioners  who  represent  the 
corporation  in  all  matters  concerning  fire  contracts.  This  is  the  con- 
tract which  the  department  is  at  present  operating  under  and  which  the 
city  has  adjudicated  to  the  Association  every  five  years  since  1S55.  It 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  commerce  and  trade,  to  the  public  secur- 
ity and  safety,  that  every  safeguard  should  be  employed  against  losses 
by  fire.  It  is  the  universal  enemy  that  all  dread,  and  to  the  duties  im- 
posed, indispensable  to  its  utility,  are  order  and  discipline,  and  no  means 
are  spared  to  enforce  these.  The  department  is  operated  under  strict 
discipline,  its  officers  and  members  yielding  obedience  at  all  times  to  the 
orders  of  their  superiors.  The  department  is  well  equipped  with  new 
and  the  most  approved  apparatus  and  paraphernalia,  and  the  loss  by  fire 
is  insignificant  compared  to  other  cities  of  the  same  area  and  population, 
when  the  condition  of  our  streets  and  the  inadequate  water  supply  are 
taken  into  consideration. 

"  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  association  since  1874,  and  have 
profited  by  the  knowledge  and  experience  acquired  by  attending  its 
annual  meetings.  It  has  enabled  me  to  improve  the  fire  service  of  New 
Orleans,  until  to-day  we  have  a  department  as  active  and  efficient  as  anv 
on  this  continent.  The  president  of  our  Association,  who  is  a  life  mem- 
ber of  your  honorable  body,  has  been  connected  with  the  fire  depart- 
ment nearly  half  a  century,  and  has  for  the  past  ten  years  occupied  the 
exalted  position  of  president  of  an  insurance  companv.  lie  devotes  his 
best  energies  to  the  improvement  and  efficiency  of  the  department. 

"  And  now,  gentlemen,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  how  could  such  a 
deplorable  state  of  affairs  exist  in  such  a  city  as  New  Orleans  ?  Mr. 
Chairman,  permit  me  to  assure  this  association  that  the  underwriters  of 
New  Orleans  are  not  alarmed  at  the  frequency  of  large  fires  in  that  city 
on  account  of  any  discrepancy  or  defects  in  the  fire  department.  They 
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are  in  the  majority  gentlemen  of  dignity  and  high  character,  and  are  not 
prone  to  fault-finding.  I  speak  from  personal  experience,  having  en- 
joyed their  esteem  and  confidence  in  my  official  position  for  the  past 
nineteen  years.  If  any  alarm  exists  it  is  due  solely  to  the  intrigues  and 
mercenary  motives  of  unprincipled  minions  who  are  ever  ready  to  ad- 
vance their  own  personal  and  pecuniary  interests  without  consideration 
for  their  fellow-men.  I  know  of  no  city  or  town  which  is  without  pride 
in  its  fire  department.  There  is  enough  danger  to  make  the  service 
heroic,  and  in  the  sphere  of  duty  it  is  hallowed  by  the  highest  instincts 
through  which  men  aspire.  You  will  agree  with  me  that  men  who  carry 
their  lives  openly  into  every  employment  and  esteem  duty  a  privilege, 
are  not  likely  to  falter  in  a  work  in  which  their  pride  and  their  integrity 
are  alike  guarantees  of  public  security." 

A  most  delightful  feature  of  the  social  experiences  of  the  firemen 
during  this  year,  was  the  visit  of  a  large  delegation  of  the  Exempt  Fire- 
men of  Philadelphia,  early  in  September.  They  made  New  Orleans  the 
southernmost  point  in  a  trip  they  were  taking  through  the  country,  and 
while  in  New  Orleans  they  were  the  special  guests  of  Irad  Ferry  Co. 
No.  12.  Those  who  remember  the  visit  will  not  need  to  have  it  recalled 
that,  in  no  qualified  sense,  these  firemen  of  the  Quaker  City  "owned  the 
town."  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  form  of  hospitality  that  was  not 
offered  to  them,  or  any  form  of  public  ceremonial  that  was  omitted  in 
the  reception  of  them  when  they  came,  in  the  entertainment  of  them 
while  they  stayed,  or  in  giving  them  a  send-off  when  they  took  their  de- 
parture, much  regretted  by  their  cordial  hosts.  Countless  gifts  were  ex- 
changed between  individuals  on  this  occasion,  which  will  ever  remain  as 
reminders  of  the  fact  of  a  true  fraternity  among  firemen  the  world  over. 
In  the  annual  parade  on  the  Fourth  of  March  next  ensuing,  No.  12 
proudly  carried  before  their  handsomely  decorated  engine  the  banner 
which  the  Philadelphians  had  brought  with  them,  but  left  behind  in 
token  of  their  deep  appreciation  of  the  reception  they  had  met  with. 
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LAST  DAYS  OF  THE  VOLUX  I'KKR  DEPARTMENT— 1887  to  1891. 

Firemen's  Monument  in  Greenwood  Cemetery — Lawrence  s  )'Donnell',s 
Oration — Water  Scarce,  but  Losses  Reduced — Obseouies  ok  Jki- 
eerson  Davis — "Rex"  and  the  Firemen — Last  Fight  against  the 
F.  C.  Association — The  Hoard  of  Control  Take  a  Hand — Test  of 
the  Water  Suit-ly — The  "  Clark  Ordinance" — Chief  O'Connor's 
Leave  of  Absence— Hose  and  Horses  at  Milneburg — City  Council 
Sustains  the  Department — First  Presentation  of  Mfdals  to  Fire- 
men, for  Rescue  of  Officer  Seeliiokst — Deaths  from  Electric 
Wires — Paid  Department  Established  in  the  Sixth  District — or- 
dinance for  City  Paid  Department  Discussed  and  Passed — O'Con- 
nor to  be  Chief — Volunteer  Officers  and  Men  Retaixe.Ii — Fare- 
well to  the  Old  Department — A  Final  Tragedy;  Mat  Haxxox 
Killed — Resignation  of  President  .Marks — Transfer  of  Apparatus. 

X  October,  1887,  the  Firemen's  Monument  in  Greenwood  Ceme- 
tery, which  had  been  projected  only  a  year  before,  not  only  as 
a  memorial  to  the  deceased  firemen,  but  as  a  comemoration  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  department,  was  read)'  for  unveiling 
and  dedication.  The  ceremonies  took  place  on  the  27th  of  the  month. 
For  greater  convenience,  instead  of  giving  a  large  part  of  the  time  to  a 
formal  parade  of  the  department,  the  companies  proceeded  to  the  ceme- 
tery by  the  most  convenient  routes.  Thither  they  had  been  preceded 
by  an  enormous  concourse  of  people.  The  monument  was  formally 
turned  over  to  President  Marks  by  Mr.  Charles  A.  Orleans,  who  had  de- 
signed and  erected  it.  The  Rev.  Father  Foote,  of  St.  John's  Church, 
attended  by  two  acolytes  then  blessed  the  structure  ;  and  the  veil  being 
then  withdrawn,  the  orator  of  the  day,  the  Hon.  Lawrence  O'Donnell, 
stepped  forward  to  his  place  on  the  brilliantly  decorated  platform,  and  ad- 
dressed the  assemblage  as  follows  : 
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"  Mr.  President,  Ladies,  Gentlemen,  and  Brother  Firemen —  I  fully 
appreciate  the  great  honor  you  have  conferred  by  selecting  me  to  de- 
liver the  oration  on  so  great  an  occasion.  It  is  with  feelings  of  pride 
that  I  address  myself  to  the  task  imposed,  for  I  know  that  our  acts  to-day 
make  a  landmark  in  our  history  that  orators  on  future  occasions  will  re- 
fer to  with  pleasure.  History  is  made  in  pieces.  Our  acts  to-day  will 
be  used  by  our  successors,  as  I  to-day  note  the  events  in  the  annals  of 
our  pioneers. 

"  The  fire  department  is  an  ancient  institution,  almost  as  old  as  the 
city  itself.  It  was  in  1S29  that  the  first  company  was  organized.  There 
is  no  record  to  show  the  process  by  which  the  members  came  together, 
nor  the  exigencies  that  induced  them  to  effect  the  organization.  It  ap- 
pears to  have  been  one  of  those  spontaneous  acts  of  brave  citizens,  alert 
for  the  public  good,  for  which  we  cannot  now  account — their  reasons  and 
motives  are  buried  in  the  dust  of  more  than  half  acentury.  But  we  know 
it  sprang  from  the  people,  and  our  organization  has  ever  been  of  the 
people,  and  has  had  a  greater  influence  upon  the  history  of  our  city  and 
state  than  any  other  one  event  I  can  now  recall.  And  we  know  they  were 
brave  men,  uninfluenced  by  sordid  motives,  and  justly  assumed  the  name 
of  Volunteer  No.  1.  The  record  shows  their  first  meeting  to  have  been 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1829,  with  twenty-four  members  present.  Their 
uniform  consisted  of  a  fire-coat  of  duck  linen,  and  their  first  meeting  was 
held  at  the  New  Orleans  Cotton  Press,  which  gave  rise  to  the  nickname 
of  Cotton  Press  No.  1.  The  first  distinguished  service  of  this  company 
was  at  a  fire  in  a  cotton  press  opposite  the  present  St.  Charles  Hotel. 
Among  the  events  in  the  early  history  of  this  company  we  find  a  vote  of 
thanks  by  the  City  Council  to  Henri  Buckman,  the  first  foreman  of  the 
company,  for  procuring  and  keeping  at  his  own  expense  an  engine  for  the 
company.  From  this  beginning  other  companies  sprang  rapidly  into  ex- 
istence, and  the  rivalry  between  them,  in  deeds  of  daring,  in  the  labor  of 
saving  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens  begot  them  the  public  favor,  and 
the  fireman  was  everywhere  regarded  as  a  public  benefactor.  Those  were 
the  days  of  muddy  streets  and  hand-engines,  and  a  fireman's  labor  was 
appalling  when  compared  with  to-day.  The  foreman's  call  to  '  man  the 
brakes '  was  responded  to  with  alacrity,  and  for  long,  weary  hours,  they 
labored.    There  were  no  dyspeptic  firemen  in  those  days. 
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"  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  on  this  occasion  to  trace  the  history  of 
each  company.  But  the  experience  of  each  was  similar,  and  the  number 
of  companies  increased  as  the  city  grew  in  wealth  and  population.  Mow 
it  finally  became  the  splendid  department  you  see  to-day,  with  its  twenty- 
five  steam  engines,  whose  power  is  a  thousand-fold  greater  than  the  old 
department,  with  its  corps  of  trained  officers  and  men,  its  splendid  dis- 
cipline, its  strong  finances,  its  great  charities,  I  shall  attempt  to  show 
later  on.  But  before  I  pass  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  character 
of  the  men  who  first  organized  this  department.  They  have  nearly  all 
passed  away.  The  spirit  that  animated  them  1  ives  in  the  organization 
to-day.  That  they  were  brave  I  need  not  tell  you.  The  tombs  of  the 
martyrs  around  us  attest  the  fact.  The  long  list  of  names  on  our  heroes' 
roll,  of  those  who  died  in  saving  the  lives  and  property  of  others,  without 
the  hope  of  reward,  proves  their  unselfish  devotion  to  the  cause  of  charity 
and  entitles  them  to  rank  with  patriots  who  fight  and  die  for  homes  and 
country.  I  cannot  stop  to  enumerate  them  or  name  them,  but  their 
names  are  on  our  rolls  of  honor  and  here  their  ashes  are  entombed,  and 
their  memories  will  ever  be  cherished  by  us,  until  our  hearts  too  are  still 
and  cold. 

"  I  pass  rapidly  over  the  pioneer  fire  department,  with  crude  machines 
and  inadequate  appliances,  although  its  difficulties  and  trials  are  most  in- 
teresting to  all  firemen,  and  perhaps  I   might  relate  some  incidents  that 
would  be  interesting  to  my  hearers  had  I  time — like  the  fact  that  the  first 
company  had  a  standing  offer  of  $2  to  the  first  citizen  who  should  get  to 
the  engine  with  a  horse  after  an  alarm  of  fire.     After  the  organization 
of  the  second  company  this  was  increased  by  one  dollar  if  he  could  pass 
his  rival  and  get  there  first.     Nor  ought  I  to   neglect  to  show  how  the 
high  character  of  the  fire  department  impressed  itself  even  upon  the 
Federal  commanders  in  time  of  war,  whereby  they  were  exempt  from  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  allowed  the  character  of  neutrals.     Nor  need  I  tell 
the  firemen  here  assembled  how  highly  the  department  appreciated  this 
mark  of  confidence,  nor  how  grandly  they  repaid  it,  when,  at  a  great  fire 
subsequently  millions  of  dollars  of  government  property  was  saved  by  the 
superhuman  efforts  of  the  department.     But  I  pass  now  to  when  the  or- 
ganization was  gathered  under  one  head,  when  were  initiated  those  meas- 
ures that  have  led  to  the  splendid  organization  you  see  to-day.    The  Fire- 
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men's  Charitable  Association  of  New  Orleans,  who  hold  the  present  con- 
tract with  the  city  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires,  was  first  incorporated 
in  i S3 7,  and  has  held  the  contract  with  the  city,  under  various  modifications 
since  1885.  Its  charter  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  the  4th  of 
March,  [837.  This  accounts  for  our  annual  parade  on  that  da}".  It  is 
properly  the  birthday  of  the  present  fire  department,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  The  close  of  the  war  was  cele- 
brated by  a  ball  and  a  supper,  initiated  by  No.  1,  followed  by  No.  2  and 
the  department  generally  since,  but  now  mostly  on  the  evening  of  the 
annual  parade  or  4th  of  March. 
"  It  has  a  triple  character  : 

"  1.  As  a  regularly  paid  fire  department  under  the  specifications  of  its 
contract  with  the  city. 

"  2.  Which  is  supplemented  with  a  large  band  of  active  volunteer  fire- 
men, ready  on  all  occasions  to  meet  the  emergencies  that  may  arise  in 
all  great  fires,  and 

"  3.  As  a  charitable  institution,  to  its  members  both  living  and  dead, 
and  to  their  widows  and  orphans,  it  has  few  rivals  and  no  superiors. 

"All  its  affairs  are  managed  by  a  Board  of  Delegates  duly  elected  by 
the  different  companies.  At  the  present  time  twenty-four  companies  are 
represented,  of  which  twenty  have  steam  engines,  four  hook  and  ladder 
companies.  We  have  at  the  present  time  more  than  1000  active  firemen 
and  more  than  2000  exempt  firemen.  Our  contract  with  the  city  calls  for 
the  payment  of  many  thousand  dollars  for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  in 
the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Municipal  Districts.  Our  depart- 
ment has  all  the  paraphernalia  and  the  best  appliances  that  distinguish  the 
finest  equipped  departments  in  the  United  States,  and  has  ever  kept 
abreast  with  the  progress  of  the  age  in  adopting  these  new  inventions  that 
science  or  genius  has  supplied  to  man  to  conquerfire,  auseful  servant  but 
ferocious  master. 

"  When  we  compare  our  department  as  now  equipped  and  its  power 
to  subdue  a  great  fire  with  that  of  those  noble,  brave  men  who  first 
organized  the  fire  department  in  New  Orleans,  we  are  lost  in  wonder,  not 
only  at  our  own  power  and  efficiency,  but  at  the  rude,  inefficient  and 
poorly  equipped  organization  that  was  our  predecessor.  Of  course  that 
which    preeminently  distinguishes  us  over  them  is  our  steam  engines. 
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But  it  is  not  alone  in  that  for  which  we  are  a  thousand-fold  their  superior. 
It  is  in  our  organization,  our  constant  readiness  to  meet  the  first  approach 
of  danger,  as  well  as  in  those  thousand  new  appliances  so  well  known  to 
firemen,  that  now  makes  us  almost  invincible  to  quench  the  thirst  of  the 
insatiate  monster  at  the  beginning  of  his  ravages,  and  by  the  general  alarm 
bury  him  in  the  deluge.  We  have  the  same  brave  hearts  as  our  prede- 
cessors, ready  to  do  or  die  ;  but  it  is  in  the  trained  skill  of  our  officers,  who 
have  made  it  a  lifetime  study  how  to  do  it,  to  which  we  owe  much  of  our 
superiority.  Xo  elaborate  description  of  our  engines  is  necessary,  but  I 
may  be  allowed  to  say  they  represent  the  highest  skill  America  has  pro- 
duced. Their  peers  may  be  found  in  the  departments  of  other  cities,  but 
none  superior  in  all  those  elements  which  go  to  make  an  efficient  and  suc- 
cessful fire-fighter. 

"  Xext  is  our  system  of  alarms,  with  a  central  depot  at  the  City  Hall, 
with  electric  wires  extending  through  the  city,  even  to  the  outskirts. 
The  citizen  who  first  discovers  a  fire  has  only  to  fly  to  the  alarm  box,  and 
instantly  the  operator  on  duty  at  all  hours  at  the  City  Hall  is  notified 
that  a  fire  has  been  discovered  at  box  81  or  such  other  as  it  may  be. 
He  instantly  sends  to  every  engine  house  in  the  city  the  notice  and  sounds 
the  public  alarm  upon  all  the  bells  connected  with  the  fire  alarm  apparatus. 
At  the  engine  houses  are  horses  ready,  who  are  loosened  by  the  alarm 
and  trained  to  take  their  places  before  the  engine.  Men  on  duty  day  and 
night  spring  to  their  places.  The  harnesses,  which  are  suspended  over 
the  horses,  with  one  motion  at  the  names  are  fastened.  The  engineer 
applies  his  torch.  The  driver  springs  to  his  seat,  and  one  pull  at  the  cord 
lets  the  harness  fall  upon  the  horses  and  off  they  go — before  the  alarm  is 
done  sounding  they  are  half  way  to  the  fire.  And  frequently  the  fire  is 
extinguished  and  the  companies  returned  to  their  quarters  before  under 
the  old  system  the  department  could  be  got  together. 

"  I  have  shown  the  beginning  of  our  organization — its  rise  under 
great  difficulties  ;  the  bravery  and  Spartan  virtues  of  the  noble  band  who 
were  our  pioneers  ;  the  general  organization  under  one  head  ;  the  advent 
of  the  steam  engine  ;  the  establishment  of  the  fire  alarm  ;  the  constant 
readiness  of  the  department  to  meet  danger  day  and  night  ;  the  trained 
skill  of  our  men  ;  the  experience  and  genius  of  our  officers;  our  strong- 
financial  standing,  and  our  ability  to  conquer  any  fire — resulting  from  a 
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union  of  all  these  elements  that  go  to  make  a  perfect  organization. 
Our  sobriety  and  good  conduct  give  us  the  good  will  of  the  State  and 
City  officials  and  the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  general  public,  while 
the  bravery  and  gallantry  and  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  duty  and  char- 
ity that  animated  our  pioneers  exist  to-day  under  every  red,  white  and 
blue  shirt. 

"  While  it  has  been  pleasing  to  me  to  dwell  on  these  themes  I  find  I 
must  hasten  on,  and  I  now  take  up  that  part  of  my  theme  that  excites 
my  highest  admiration,  that  kindles  in  my  heart  some  respect  for  grasp- 
ing, sordid  human  nature.  That  nature  is  not  altogether  fallen,  as  our 
charity  will  attest.  As  to  the  charity  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Asso- 
ciation, I  need  not  go  into  its  past  history  to  show  its  deeds  of  love, 
kindness  and  mercy — what  it  is  doing  to-day  it  has  done  in  the  past,  for 
all  alike  ;  it  knows  neither  class,  creed,  political  affinity  or  nationality. 
Our  society  is  not  all  business,  as  my  remarks  would  lead  you  to  believe, 
but  provides  for  its  sick  and  wounded  firemen,  buries  its  dead,  and  pro- 
vides for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  its  dead  members.  At  the  pres- 
ent time,  in  addition  to  the  duties  I  have  named,  it  has  upon  its  rolls 
about  500  widows  and  500  orphans  that  draw  monthly  support  from  its 
charity  fund.  Our  Association  owns  the  largest  if  not  the  finest  cemetery 
in  the  city.  The  record  shows  that  about  1837  a  public-spirited  citizen 
named  Stephen  Henderson  made  a  large  bequest  to  the  Association,  and 
by  its  aid  a  tract  of  land  was  purchased  for  cemetery  purposes.  Such 
was  the  origin  of  Cypress  Grove  Nos.  1  and  2  and  Greenwood,  where  we 
now  are.  Here  all  good  firemen  who  desire  it  are  buried.  Here  repose 
the  ashes  of  as  brave  a  band  of  heroes  as  ever  fought  for  home  and  fire- 
side. Here  rest  the  last  remains  of  our  brothers  in  the  noble  cause 
of  charity.  They  have  heard  their  last  alarm.  Never  again  will 
they  'man  the  brakes.'  But  their  last  moments  on  earth  were  passed 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  their  remains  would  repose  in  this  beautiful 
city  of  the  dead;  that  they  would  be  escorted  here  with  all  the  honors 
heroes  receive  ;  their  last  agonies  soothed  with  the  tenderest  care,  and 
the  charity  door  of  the  Association  standing  wide  open  to  supply  every 
want,  either  to  prolong  their  stay  or  to  ease  their  journey  to  the  setting 
sun.  And,  withal,  they  went  knowing  their  families  would  be  provided 
for;  their  widows  and  orphans  would  not  want,  because  the  Firemen's 
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Charitable  Association  was  their  shield  and  protection.  And  they  died, 
not  as  paupers  go,  pinched  by  hunger,  thirst  and  cold,  with  no  minister- 
ing angels  near.  No,  no  !  they  passed  to  that  beautiful  shore  with  the 
sunlight  of  peace  on  their  countenance  and  blessings  on  their  lips. 

"  Mr.  President,  Comrades  and  Friends,  we  meet  to-day  in  our  own 
cemetery  to  honor  and  perpetuate  the  memory  of  our  dead  companions 
of  the  fire  department,  and  to  this  end  you  have  erected  and  now  for  the 
first  time  unveil  this  beautiful  statue  to  commemorate  the  memory  of 
your  loved  ones.  No  more  will  the  wild  cry  ot  fire  disturb  their  repose  ; 
no  more  the  smoking  engine  rattling  over  the  pavements  thrill  their 
hearts;  no  more  the  blazing  tenement  with  the  shrieks  of  the  imprisoned 
inmates  nerve  their  iron  hearts  to  do  or  die  in  the  rescue.  But,  Mr. 
President,  this  monument  erected  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  such  men 
is  a  thoughtful  tribute  to  charitable  deeds  worthy  of  you  and  the  Fire- 
men's Charitable  Association. 

"  See  yon  marble  sentinel,  created  by  the  genius  of  the  sculptor,  as 
cold  and  inanimate  as  the  heroic  dead  whose  sacred  ashes  in  accordance 
with  the  divine  will  have  ere  this  returned  to  dust.  Heroes  sleep  who 
followed  their  beloved  flag  in  battle  to  conquer  to  die.  Their  battle- 
cry  is  no  more  heard — all  is  silent  with  them.  They  have  crossed  to  the 
beautiful  shore,  where  all  is  peace  and  joy,  although  by  you  they  are  not 
forgotten.  They  will  live  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen  forevermore. 
So  our  honored  dead  that  sleep  beside  this  monument  you  dedicate 
to-day  are  worthy  of  the  high  honor  we  pay  them,  and  their  memory 
with  us  shall  never  die. 

"  Mr.  President,  I  join  with  you  and  the  whole  fire  department  in 
dedicating  this  statue  to  our  honored  dead,  and  trust  it  will  cause  us  to 
emulate  their  virtues,  practice  their  deeds  of  charity,  and  prove  our 
chivalric  devotion  to  duty  and  right  when  we  too  put  the  armor  off  to  lie 
among  our  honored  dead. 

"  In  conclusion,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  what  I  know  is  the  senti- 
ment of  the  whole  fire  department :  that  among  our  honored  chiefs,  liv- 
ing or  dead,  to  none  are  we  more  indebted  for  the  great  success  and  high 
standing  of  the  fire  department  than  to  yourself.  For  half  a  century 
you  have  assisted  to  guide  our  Association,  and  now,  with  integrity  un- 
questioned you  stand  with  the  general  public  as  a  peer  among  the  good 
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and  great  men  of  the  city,  while  with  us  firemen  you  are  a  pillar  of  our  ex- 
istence and  have  won  a  place  in  our  hearts  forever,  and  our  future  leaders 
will  ever  be  directed  to  your  example,  not  only  foryour  unswerving  loyalty 
to  principle,  but  inflexible  honesty  and  wise  administration.  Go  forward, 
sir,  yet  a  little  while  ;  but  we  know  you  have  fought  a  good  fight,  you  have 
won  the  race  ;  for  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  you  the  laurel  wreath 
in  our  archives;  on  our  roll  of  honor  your  name  is  inscribed;  in  our 
memories  your  name  will  live,  yea,  in  our  hearts  we  declare  you  the  no- 
blest Roman  of  them  all.     Let  the  example  of  I.  N.  Marks  live  forever! 

"  Also  among  the  honored  pillars  of  our  Association  is  our  honored 
Chief.  For  near  two  decades  he  has  been  the  chief  executive  officer  of 
our  fire  department.  And  many  successful  battles  fought  with  the 
devouring  element  attest  his  successful  management.  His  long  con- 
tinuance  in  office  by  so  intelligent  a  body  of  men  as  is  in  the  fire  depart- 
ment is  a  diploma  of  merit  to  which  the  proudest  in  the  land  might 
aspire.  His  watchful  care  to  obtain  all  new  inventions  that  have  proven 
useful  has  done  much  to  maintain  the  high  reputation  of  our  organiza- 
tion. Thomas  O'Connor  has  high  gifts  of  nature,  both  mental  and  phys- 
ical, but  it  is  the  use  we  make  of  them,  not  what  we  have  received,  that 
should  distinguish  us  among  men.  Wisely  and  well  has  he  used  his 
gifts  and  opportunities.  To-day  our  worthy  Chief  stands  the  peer  among 
the  foremost  fire-fighters  of  our  land.  From  the  most  humble  beginning 
he  has  raised  himself,  and  to-day  he  is  a  living  example  of  what  young 
men  may  do  by  sobriety  of  conduct,  strict  integrity,  and  determined  pur- 
pose.   As  a  worthy  fireman  we  honor  him. 

"  Mr.  President,  Ladies,  Gentlemen,  and  Comrades,  I  thank  you  sin- 
cerely for  your  kind  attention.  I  have  felt  my  inability  to  do  justice  to 
the  occasion  and  the  subject.  I  pray  your  pardon  for  my  small  ability, 
but  believe  me  my  heart  was  full,  and  I  trust  your  good  wishes  will  supply 
all  deficiencies,  so  that  our  acts  to-day  may  be  worthy  to  appear  in  the 
history  of  our  Association." 

At  the  end  of  1888,  Chief  O'Connor  had  the  satisfaction  of  making  a 
gratifying  report  of  diminished  fire  losses  over  the  previous  year,  in  spite 
of  the  continuance  of  two  abuses  of  long  standing  and  frequent  remark — 
the  obstruction  of  iron  shutters  (which  he  recommended  should  be  left  open 
above  the  second  story,  so  as  to  give  the  firemen  some  sort  of  chance  to 


XEir  ORLEANS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


305 


reach  a  fire)  and  a  scarcity  of  water.  He  also  commented  on  the  seri- 
ous injury  sustained  by  Driver  George  Wilson  of  No.  18,  from  contact 
with  an  electric  guy  line,  and  the  death  of  Martin  Hickey,  of  Pelican  11. 
cc  L.  Xo.  4,  at  a  tire  caused  by  electric  wires. 

The  scarcity  of  water  had  been  so  marked  that,  in  October,  inns,  a 
conference  on  the  subject  was  held  between  the  hire  and  Lighting  I  om- 
mittee  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Hoard  of  Control,  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  and  the  representatives  of  the  Waterworks  Company. 
The  testimony  of  President  Marks  and  Chief  <  >'Connor  as  to  the  lack  of 
the  water  needed  by  the  firemen  was  conclusive  on  that  point  ;  and  they 
looked  to  the  City  of  New  Orleans  to  see  that  that  essential  element  in 
the  fulfillment  of  the  lire  contract  be  supplied  to  the  department.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  city  was  financially  unable  to  materially  modify 
the  water  svstem  then  available,  Chief  O'Connor  made  practical  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  methods  of  rendering  more  useful  what  supply  there  w  as, 
especially  in  modernizing  the  fire  plugs  and  giving  better  pressure  at 
night,  when  the  majority  of  fires  occurred.  For  the  smallness  of  the 
mains  the  water  works  people  fell  back  on  their  charter  and  insisted  that 
it  was  the  City's  duty  to  enlarge  them  ;  while  a  compliment  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  fire  department  from  Chairman  Hodgson,  of  the  Fire  Com- 
mittee, was  promptly  appropriated  by  the  water  works  representative, 
being  evidence  that,  where  so  much  good  work  was  done,  there  must 
have  been  some  water  around  !  The  dispute  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the 
water  supply  went  on  throughout  all  the  next  year,  1889;  and  finally, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Committee  of  Water  Supply  of  the  Fire  Un- 
derwriters' Association,  and  at  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  Water 
Works  Company,  a  test  was  made  with  several  engines  (one  of  several 
tests)  on  the  evening  of  January  5,  1890.  At  this  time  there  was  a  full 
day  pressure  on  the  mains,  a  reform  which  the  water  works  com  pan)-  had 
instituted  on  January  1st,  of  that  year,  instead  of  the  ordinary  night 
gravity  pressure  of  about  one-half.  Yet,  as  soon  as  two  engines  began 
to  draw  from  one  well,  the  streams  fell  to  a  maximum  of  only  55  feet,  and 
the  engines  drew  rapidly  on  the  supply  in  the  well,  which  continued  sink- 
ing until  the  engines  were  stopped.  At  no  time  had  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment insisted  that  the  deficient  water  supply  was  chargeable  to  the  water 
works  company ;  but  this  test  left  little  doubt  as  to  the  fact  of  the  defi- 
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ciency,  which  was  all  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Fire  Department 
to  establish. 

Two  severe  losses  fell  to  the  F.  C.  A.  during  1888.  On  April  18  died 
James  Weir,  Foreman  of  Washington  No.  20,  one  of  the  most  popular 
men  in  the  department  ;  and  in  October  Leon  Bertholi,  for  many  years 
the  efficient  secretary  of  the  Association,  passed  away,  leaving  a  notable 
vacancy  in  the  number  of  wise  counsellors  of  whose  wisdom  at  the  crisis 
about  to  be  faced  the  Association  had  sore  need.  On  October  8,  the 
Delegates  passed  suitable  resolutions  in  memory  of  him.  Early  in  1889, 
on  January  15.  a  still  more  serious  loss  occurred  in  the  death  of  Judge 
George  H.  Braughn,  whose  funeral,  on  the  17th,  was  made  the  occasion  of 
one  of  those  universal  popular  displays  of  mourning  which  occur  at 
intervals  in  the  history  of  a  great  city,  when  one  of  its  leading  men  dies. 
The  extent  of  his  affiliations  with  prominent  men  and  important  interests 
may  be  derived  from  the  bodies  that  were  represented  at  his  obsequies. 
There  were  over  fifty  honorary  pall-bearers,  including  judges  of  the 
courts,  officials  of  the  city,  and  members  of  nearly  every  club  and  asso- 
ciation in  the  city.  The  escort  was  furnished  by  the  Continental  Guards  ; 
Mississippi  No.  2,  the  company  to  which  Judge  Braughn  belonged;  the 
Exempt  Firemen,  the  officers  of  the  F.  C.  A.  ;  representatives  from 
benevolent  associations,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Shakespeare 
Club,  and  many  other  organizations  of  which  he  was  an  honored  mem- 
ber, were  in  the  cortege  that  followed  him  to  the  tomb.  The  courts 
of  the  city,  both  Federal  and  local,  adjourned  on  the  announcement  of 
his  death,  and  eulogies  on  his  life  and  character  were  pronounced. 
Judge  Braughn  had  been  for  many  years  a  power  in  the  councils  of  the 
F.  C.  A.,  and  at  intervals  for  more  than  twenty  years  had  served  as  its 
Vice  President. 

In  December,  1889,  the  Fire  Department  attended  in  a  body  the 
obsequies  of  Jefferson  Davis,  who  represented  a  cause  in  which  many  of 
them  had  bravely  fought  and  many  of  their  former  comrades  had  nobly 
died. 

An  interesting  correspondence,  bringing  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  into  contact  with  the  high  and  mighty  powers  of  the  land, 
apropos  of  the  date  for  the  annual  Fourth  of  March  parade  in  1889, 
follows,  and  will  explain  itself  : 
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New  Orleans,  Jan.  12t.l1,  iSi'.y. 

To  My  Loyal  Svbjkcts, 

President  and  Delegates  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  .\e;o  <  Orleans,  La.,  Greeting 
Considering  that  the  54th  Anniversary  and  Parade  of  your  noble  Association  occurs  on  March 
4th,  1SS9.  the  same  day  that  his 

MAJESTY  REX 

will  make  his  annual  entry  into  his  beloved  capital,  I  would  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  changing  the  day  of  your  parade.  If  you  can  make  this  change,  our  citizens  and 
visiting  people  will  be  given  one  more  day  of  pleasure,  all  commercial  interests  will  be  advanced,  and 
your  association  will  add  another  proof  of  the  allegiance  and  devotion  you  bear  his  Majesty. 

In  behalf  of  the  public,  whose  interests  we  both  serve,  I  trust  that  it  may  please  you  to  accord 
the  change  above  suggested. 

By  order  of 

"  Bathurst," 

F>rd  High  Chancellor. 

"  Epsy," 

Private  Secretary. 

The  Delegates  responded  with  the  following: 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  His  Royal  Majesty,  King  Rex,  to  petition  and  advise  the  change  of 
date  of  the  54th  Anniversary  of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans,  and 

ff  'hereas,  it  is  owing  to  the  arrival  on  the  4th  day  of  March  of  His  Most  Royal  Majesty  Rex, 
on  his  annual  visit  to  his  Capital  City  and  most  loyal  subjects  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  our  celebration  shall  take  place  on  the  Third  day  of  March,  and  that  it  is  with 
pleasure  we  change  dates,  to  be  placed  on  record  as  among  His  Majesty's  most  obedient  and  loving 
subjects. 

There  was  a  postscript  to  this  correspondence,  in  a  petition  from 
certain  worthy  citizens,  who  requested  that,  as  the  third  of  March  fell  on 
Sunday,  the  Association  should  reconsider  its  decision  so  far  as  to  bring 
its  parade  on  some  other  day  of  the  week.  But  the  annual  celebration, 
although  not  an  absolutely  immovable  feast,  as  the  above  correspondence 
indicates,  was  not  a  matter  to  be  shifted  around  like  a  weathercock  with 
every  wind  that  blew.     So  the  decision  to  parade  on  Sunday  stood. 

On  August  29,  1889,  the  important  action  was  taken  by  the  Dele- 
gates of  authorizing  the  Finance  Committee  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $10,000 
for  the  purpose  of  retiring  widows  and  orphans  dependent  on  the  Asso- 
ciation, thus  establishing  firmly  in  the  policy  of  the  Association  this  pro- 
vision, so  merciful  to  those  benefited  and  so  advantageous  to  the  Associa- 
tion. 
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It  was  in  1889  that  a  storm,  long  brewing  and  involving  one  of  the 
most  serious  attacks  on  the  Association,  burst  in  full  fury,  and  gave  to 
the  Association,  its  friends  and  its  enemies,  occasion  for  the  most  bitter 
and  most  prolonged  controversy  of  its  history.  Some  little  time  before 
this,  at  the  suggestion  of  "some  crank  underwriters,"  as  a  friend  of  the 
department  described  them,  the  Common  Council  had  created  a  Board 
of  Control,  consisting  of  insurance  men,  charged  with  the  duty  of  super- 
vising the  work  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  particularly  of  seeing  that 
the  contract  with  the  city  was  carried  out  by  the  Department.  Their 
duties  were  generally  understood  to  be  limited  to  seeing  that  the  Associ- 
ation kept  up  a  sufficient  supply  of  engines,  horses,  hose,  equipment, 
men  on  duty,  etc.  But  the  Board  managed  in  time  to  magnify  its  office 
and  attempt  certain  supervisory  direction  of  affairs  to  which  they  were 
not  entitled,  and  the  result  was  a  conflict  very  bitter  in  its  details  and 
far-reaching  in  its  consequences.  Soon  after  the  award  of  the  contract 
of  1886,  in  connection  with  which  the  Board  of  Control  had  been  created, 
the  Board,  having  already  endeavored  to  force  on  the  Association  the 
payment  of  a  secretary  not  regarded  by  the  Association  as  friendly  to  its 
interests,  took  the  ground  that,  until  the  Board  should  give  a  certificate 
each  month  that  the  Association  had  kept  its  contract,  the  Council  ought 
not  to  allow  the  Association  its  monthly  payment  on  contract  account. 
But  the  City  Council  did  not  share  this  view  of  the  extension  of  the 
powers  of  this  hostile  Board  beyond  the  letter  of  the  law  creating  them, 
and  declined  so  to  order.  The  Board  then  persisted  in  making  sundry 
broadside  charges  that  the  Association  was  in  various  ways  violating  its 
contract,  unproved  and  unfounded  ;  until  finally  the  Fire  and  Lighting 
Committee  of  the  Council  determined  to  see  for  themselves,  and  let  all 
the  city  see,  by  a  practical  test,  whether  the  contract  was  in  the  hands  of 
a  Fire  Department  so  inefficient  as  the  Board  of  Control  would  have  it 
believed.  The  Board  had  charged  insufficient  and  unserviceable  hose  on 
the  Association  and  demanded  the  test  of  an  inspection.  To  settle  the 
matter  once  for  all,  the  Committee  ordered  a  test  to  be  made  by  sum- 
moning the  department,  without  warning,  to  a  given  point,  where  they 
should  show  in  public  whether  or  not  they  were  prepared  for  a  fire.  To 
this  of  course  the  Board  of  Control  objected — not  because  it  would  bean 
unsatisfactory  test  ;  oh,  no  !  but  because  it  would  needlessly  expose  the 
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city  to  danger  in  case  a  real  fire  should  break  out  at  the  same  time  ! 
Nevertheless,  the  test  was  had  on  August  28th,  1887,  and  with  what  re- 
sult may  be  inferred  from  the  following  contemporary  account  of  it  in 
Th c  Item . 

"  Ten  o'clock  this  morning  was  the  hour  fixed  for  the  test,  it  having 
been  agreed  upon  that  the  alarm  was  to  be  sounded  from  box  72,  corner 
of  Canal  and  Fulton  Streets.  Long  before  the  time  fixed  people  began 
to  arrive  on  Canal  Street,  and  at  9.45  o'clock  there  was  fully  five  thou- 
sand persons  collected  on  the  sidewalk,  street,  and  neutral  ground  between 
Fulton  and  Camp  Streets.  In  due  course  of  time  Chairman  Albert  and 
Messrs.  Farrell  and  Winn,  of  the  Fire  and  Licrhtim'-  Committee,  accom- 
panied  by  Clerk  Ed.  Shields,  arrived  on  the  ground  and  were  joined  by 
Chief  Engineer  O'Connor  and  Assistant  Engineers  J.  1).  Donovan  and 
Andrew  Lynch.  The  gentlemen  then  agreed  to  have  an  alarm  sounded, 
and  as  soon  as  the  engines  which  were  to  roll  on  the  first  call  had.  arrived, 
a  general  alarm  was  then  to  be  sounded.  The  Fire  and  Lighting  Com- 
mittee took  up  a  position  on  the  top  of  ashed,  corner  of  Canal  and  Tchou- 
pitoulas  Streets,  while  Chief  Engineer  O'Connor  and  Assistant  Donovan 
remained  at  the  corner  to  designate  the  positions  to  be  taken  by  the 
engines  upon  their  arrival. 

"  Assistant  Engineer  Lynch  and  a  representative  of  The  Item  pro- 
ceeded to  the  box,  and  at  9.58  o'clock  the  alarm  was  sounded.  Within 
2X  minutes  the  steamer  of  Mississippi  Xo.  2  had  arrived  at  the  corner  of 
Canal  and  Tchoupitoulas  Streets,  and  within  two  minutes  more  had  five 
hundred  feet  of  hose  led  out,  and  in  4/2  minutes  had  a  stream  of  water. 
Within  a  remarkably  short  time  after  the  alarm  had  been  sounded,  a 
steamer  (Perseverance  Xo.  13)  was  observed  to  turn  the  corner  of  Canal 
and  St.  Charles  Streets,  and  proceed  along  Canal  at  a  terrific  speed,  and 
arrived  at  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Tchoupitoulas  within  a  few  seconds 
after  the  engine  of  Mississippi  No.  2.  The  latter  had  come  along  Magazine 
Street  to  Common  and  Common  to  Tchoupitoulas  Streets,  and  but  a  few 
people  having  observed  her  arrival,  it  was  generally  believed  that  No.  13 
was  the  first  on  the  ground,  and  her  driver,  Tom  Baldwin,  was  greeted 
with  thundering  applause.  Within  half  a  square  of  No.  13  followed  the 
engine  of  Eagle  No.  7,  its  fine  pair  of  horses  having  made  a  remarkably 
fast  run.     Louisiana   Hose  was  a  block  behind  No.  7.     Pelican  Flook 
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and  Ladder  No.  4  arrived  almost  even  with  Louisiana  Hose,  and  it  is 
probable  that  her  company's  team  made  the  fastest  time  of  any  in  the 
department,  as  the  distance  of  ground  covered  was  considerable.  The 
other  engines  arrived  in  quick  time,  Mechanics  No.  6's  run  being  very  fast 
indeed. 

"A  general  alarm  was  then  sounded,  and  within  twenty  minutes  the 
entire  fire  department  was  on  the  ground.  All  the  steamers  had  steam 
up  and  five  hundred  feet  of  hose  were  put  out  from  each.  The  members 
of  the  Council  committee  then  inspected  each  steamer  and  truck,  counted 
the  number  of  feet  of  hose,  examined  the  condition  of  the  apparatus,  etc., 
and  agreed  to  report  favorably  upon  the  condition  of  the  department  in 
general. 

"  The  sight  of  the  steamers  coming  was  something  grand  and  long 
to  be  remembered.  Considerable  rivalry  existed  between  the  members 
of  the  different  companies,  especially  No.  13  and  Louisiana  Hose,  and 
the  members  of  the  latter  were  much  crestfallen  because  their  engine 
was  beaten  by  that  of  No.  7. 

"  Notes. 

"  Capt.  Kalinski's  patrol  wagon  did  not  answer  the  alarm. 

"  Wm.  Stern,  a  merchant,  said  :  '  Don't  see  what  the  Board  of  Control 
want  to  grumble  for;  I  was  last  week  in  Galveston  and  saw  a  fire;  it 
took  the  engines  just  thirty-five  minutes  to  go  to  work.'  Mr.  Stern  is  not 
a  member  of  the  department. 

"  Mechanics  No.  6  went  to  work  in  five  and  a  half  minutes  after  the 
alarm  was  sounded,  and  had  a  lead  of  hose  550  feet  in  length.  Engineer 
Leonard  had  80  pounds  of  steam  raised  two  minutes  after  the  arrival  of 
the  engine  on  the  ground. 

"  Neither  the  Chief  nor  his  assistants  had  their  '  running  uniforms  ' 

on. 

"  The  unanimous  remark  was  :  '  Where  is  the  Board  of  Control  ?'  " 

Then,  to  give  the  city  (as  well  as  the  Board  of  Control)  every  possi- 
ble satisfaction  as  to  the  good  faith  of  its  public  servant  of  more  than 
fifty  years'  honorable  record,  a  house  to  house  inspection  of  hose  and 
apparatus  was  ordered.    This  was  pursued  during  October  26th  and 
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November  3rd,  1S87,  by  the  Board  of  Control,  and  the  Fire  and  Lighting" 
Committee,  accompanied  by  Chief  O'Connor.  There  was  some  complaint 
made  of  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the  engine  house  s,  which  the  city 
was  bound  to  keep  in  order,  but  of  the  apparatus,  the  hose,  etc.  the  Com- 
mittee-men said  they  "  had  not  one  serious  fault  to  find."  This  was  knock- 
down Xo.  2  for  the  Board  of  Control,  which  they  did  not  relish  even  a 
little  bit.  The  report  made  of  this  inspection  was  a  practical  vindication 
of  the  F.  C.  A.,  and  showed  that  the  contracting  Association,  unpaid 
though  it  had  been,  notwithstanding  the  support  by  it  of  hundreds  of 
needy  pensioners  who  otherwise  might  have  been  a  charge  on  the  city, 
had  not  neglected  to  keep  its  apparatus  abreast  with  the  rapidly  advanc- 
ing times,  the  inventions  of  experts  and  the  growing  needs  of  the  city.  In 
the  course  of  this  report  the  Committee  said  :  "  The  Committee  inspected 
each  steamer  and  truck,  counted  the  number  of  feet  of  hose,  witnessed 
thorough  test  of  the  apparatus,  noted  the  efficiency  of  the  entire  de- 
partment and  the  success  of  the  display  in  general." 

During  the  early  part  of  1888,  there  was  constant  friction  between 
the  Department  and  the  Board  of  Control,  which  went  on  so  publicly  and 
so  bitterly,  as  to  give  occasion  for  a  set  attack  on  the  department  by 
one  of  the  city  papers,  in  the  columns  of  which  the  discussion  of  a  paid 
department  was  revived  with  all  the  asperity  arising  from  the  contro- 
versy with  the  Board  of  Control.  Resolutions  were  again  introduced  in 
the  Common  Council  ordering  the  Finance  Commitee  of  the  Council 
not  to  pass  upon  or  audit  any  financial  ordinance  in  favor  of  the  fire  con- 
tractors until  the  Board  of  Control  was  duly  recognized  by  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  of  the  F.  C.  A.  On  the  same  day  there  was  intro- 
duced in  the  Common  Council  an  ordinance,  passed  on  May  15  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor,  May  19,  which  from  its  celebrity  at  the  time  as  the 
"  Clark  Ordinance  "  must  be  given  here  in  full  : 

"Resolved,  that  the  Chief,  or  acting  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Municipal  Districts 
of  this  city,  be  and  he  hereby  is  instructed  and  ordered  to  repoit  from 
and  after  this  date,  in  writing,  to  the  Board  of  Control  of  that  Depart- 
ment, within  twelve  hours  of  the  laying  up  of  any  engine,  hose  carriageor 
hook  and  ladder  truck,  and  the  reason  therefor;  and  in  the  same  manner 
report  the  return   to  service  of  the  same.      He  will  also   furnish  the 
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Board  of  Control  within  thirty  days  with  a  complete  roster  of  the  name, 
age,  residence  and  former  occupation  of  every  employee  of  each  company, 
and  to  which  one  now  attached,  with  his  own  views  as  to  their  fitness  for 
their  respective  positions.  He  will  report  to  said  Board  of  Control  the 
names  and  offences  of  all  employees  of  his  Department  whom  he  may 
report  to  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  any  violations  of  the 
various  sections  of  the  Fire  Contract,  and  the  disposition  thereof.  He 
will  also  order  the  various  officers,  employees  and  call  men  of  all  the  com- 
panies to  extend  to  the  said  Board  of  Control  every  facility,  courtesy  and 
information  they  may  require  at  any  and  all  times;  any  omission  or  fail- 
ure on  his  part  to  do  so  will  be  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  withdrawing 
his  commission.  The  Board  of  Control  of  said  Department  are  in- 
structed to  keep  a  book  wherein  such  reports  are  to  be  kept,  and  on  the 
first  of  every  month  report  to  the  Fire  and  Lighting  Committee  of  this 
Council  the  number  of  the  company  and  number  of  days  it  has  been  laid 
up  or  been  out  of  service.  They  will  also  make  a  monthly  report  to  the 
Council  as  to  the  general  working  of  the  Fire  Department." 

No  contemporary  comment  is  needed  on  this  precious  document  to 
show  that  it  was  conceived  in  hostility  to  the  Fire  Department,  and  that 
there  was  no  pains  taken  to  keep  it  from  being  positively  insulting  in  its 
terms,  as  well  as  foolish  in  establishing  an  "imperium  in  imperio,"  an 
outside  authority  to  do  what  was  already  sufficiently  done  by  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  and  the  Common  Council,  and  that  without  reliev- 
ing either  one  of  those  bodies  of  labor  or  responsibility. 

Whatever  color  of  right,  under  the  ordinance  creating  the  Board  of 
Control,  might  ultimately  have  been  established  as  to  the  Board's  privi- 
lege to  teach  the  old-timers  how  to  run  a  fire  department,  it  was  finally 
put  in  jeopardy  by  an  act  of  extreme  foolishness  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  an  act  which  quickly  turned  towards  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  all  the  public  sympathy  which  the  Board  of  Control  had  ever 
had  a  chance  of  securing  for  itself.  In  the  spring  of  1888,  Chief  Engineer 
O'Connor  was  elected  as  the  representative  of  the  Second  Ward  in  the 
State  Legislature.  When  it  came  time  forhim  to  appear  at  Baton  Rouge, 
where  besides  his  ordinary  duties  he  had  charge  of  several  acts  which 
were  very  necessary  to  the  adminstration  of  the  fire  department — a  law 
imperilling  the  safety  of  the  senders  of  false  alarms  among  them — he 
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made  the  usual  application  for  a  leave  of  absence.  It  happened  that,  just  at 
this  time,  the  Board  of  Control  was  very  jealous  of  its  authority  in  lire 
department  matters,  and  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  was  pur- 
suing- a  policy  of  conciliation,  which  it  was  perfectly  willing-  to  keep  up,  so 
long  as  the  efficiency  of  the  department  was  not  endangered  by  the  inter- 
ference of  amateurs.  So,  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  rather  than  as  a  right, 
Chief  O'Connor,  having  arranged  with  his  immediate  superiors,  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  a  leave,  also  presented  his  application 
to  the  Board  of  Control.  But  this  solemn  bod)-,  hav  ing  duly  considered 
the  application  (  which  was  dated  May  7th)  replied  on  the  10th  that  they  did 
not  "  see  their  way  clear,  under  section  3  of  the  [fire]  contract,  requiring 
the  Chief  to  be  "constantly  on  duty,'  to  approve  the  application  !"  The 
Board  of  Control  had  rather  loudly  boasted  that  they  were  going  to  hold 
the  F.  C.  A.  to  a  strict  fulfillment  of  their  contract  ;  and  here  was  their 
interpretation  of  the  literal  meaning  of  the  contract  !  The  Chiefs  of  this 
department,  like  the  Chiefs  of  every  department  in  the  country,  had  been 
in  the  habit,  on  suitable  occasion,  of  absenting  themselves  from  the  city 
during  the  fifty  years'  history  of  the  department.  Sometimes  it  was  for 
a  pleasure  trip  or  a  vacation,  but  more  often  for  attendance  at  the  useful 
Fire  Chiefs'  Convention,  for  a  tour  of  inspection  necessary  to  keep  the  de- 
partment up  to  the  times,  or  for  attendance  in  an  official  capacity  upon  a 
legislative  body,  in  this  State  or  another,  to  give  information  or  to  transact 
public  business.  But  now  come  the  Solons  of  the  Nineteenth  Century 
and  say  that  the  words  in  the  contract  "constantly  on  duty,"  give  them  no 
discretion  in  the  matter  of  the  application  for  a  leave  of  absence  in  a  case 
pre-eminently  proper  for  such  an  absence.  It  would  have  been  only  one 
short  step  towards  the  absurdity  that  this  involved  to  say  that  a  Chief 
who  was  required  by  law  to  be  constantly  on  duty  should  neither  eat  nor 
sleep,  nor  spend  one  hour  out  of  the  twenty-four  away  from  fire  headquar- 
ters. This  was  the  view  of  the  matter  taken  by  the  public  at  large,  and 
the  pettifogging  character  of  this  decision  of  the  Board  turned  the  tide  of 
public  sentiment  overwhelmingly  to  the  side  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  in  its  entire  contest  with  the  Board  of  Control. 

But  it  was  not  without  some  pretty  strong  talk  on  the  part  of  the 
few  individuals  who  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  action  of  the  Board,  and 
the  small  portion  of  the  press  which  sided  with  them.    Chief  O'Connor 
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knew  so  well  where  he  stood  in  the  matter  of  his  rights  that  he  calmly 
cut  the  Gordian  knot  by  going  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Legislature,  Board 
or  no  Board.  If  they  did  not  choose  to  accept  the  formal  deference  im- 
plied in  his  submitting  to  them  his  application,  he  was  not  going  either 
to  force  it  on  them  or  be  governed  by  their  strange  disposition  of  it.  He 
acted  on  the  leave  already  granted  him  by  the  Fire  Commissioners,  and 
left  his  First  Assistant,  Lynch,  in  command  of  the  department.  There- 
upon there  was  a  howl  to  the  effect  that  the  city  was  without  a  fire  Chief, 
and  the  Board  of  Control  reported  the  unexcused  absence  of  the  Chief  to 
the  City  Council.  The  former  withholding  of  payments  from  the  Asso- 
ciation because  a  few  feet  of  hose  were  found  laid  up  for  repairs  had 
been  adjusted.  But  now  the  Board  of  Control  had  a  new  grievance,  and 
on  June  18th  they  refused  to  pass  on  the  May  appropriation  for  the  fire 
service,  and  the  Fire  Committee  of  the  Council  reported  unfavorably  on 
it.  For  weeks  there  was  trouble  in  the  City  Government.  Everybody 
saw  the  absurdity  of  the  position  that  had  been  taken  towards  the  absence 
of  the  Chief,  and  those  who  preferred  common  sense  in  the  Common 
Council  undertook  to  straighten  matters  out.  By  general  consent — in- 
cluding the  consent  of  the  managers  of  the  fire  department — it  was 
agreed  to  let  the  Board  of  Control  down  as  easy  as  possible.  The  Fire 
Commissioners  had  granted  leave  of  absence  ;  and  the  question  of  con- 
firming their  action  was  ready  to  come  before  the  City  Council.  But  in 
deference  to  the  sensibilities  of  the  Board  of  Control,  it  was  decided  to 
recognize  them  in  the  matter,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  in  the  Council 
to  the  effect  that,  as  "the  contract  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  neglected  or  slighted,  and  its  former  efficiency 
fully  maintained  without  loss  to  the  city,  theBoard  of Control  be  authorized 
to  grant  to  Chief  O'Connor  the  leave  of  absence  applied  for  on  May  7, 
1888." 

Not  wise  enough  to  crawl  out  of  the  matter  by  the  opening  thus 
considerately  made  for  them,  the  Board  of  Control  held  a  meeting  on 
June  30th,  and  shortly  after  their  secretary  notified  the  City  Council  as 
follows:  "  While  fully  appreciating  your  unqualified  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  is  absent  from  duty  without 
leave,  this  Board  cannot  consistently  with  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  due  re- 
gard for  the  preservation  of  order  and  discipline  in  the  public  service  ex- 
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ercise  the  power  which  your  resolution  of  June  19  confers  upon  it  to 
grant  a  leave  of  absence  to  the  Chief."  This  settled  the  matter.  Non- 
sense  in  public  administration  had  been  suffered  to  go  as  far  as  was  con- 
sistent with  official  sensibility,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  City 
Council  the  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  payment  to  the  F.  C.  A.  of  the 
disputed  appropriation,  and  another  confirming  the  leave  of  absence 
granted  to  the  Chief  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  and  directing 
the  Mayor  to  issue  a  commission  to  Assistant  Lynch  as  acting  Chief 
Engineer  in  his  absence.  There  were  a  few  sputtering  echoes  of  the 
trouble  from  disgruntled  Councihnen  and  friends  of  the  Board  of  Control, 
and  a  few  foolish  resolutions  proposed — but  not  passed — in  the  City 
Council  ;  and  then  all  hands  settled  down  to  business.  Within  three 
days  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  finding  that  the  matter  of 
cost  was. likely  to  prove  an  obstacle  to  the  city's  putting  heaters  into  the 
engine  houses — almost  doubling  the  serviceableness  of  the  engines — 
promptly  offered  to  bear  half  the  cost  of  the  much-needed  improvement, 
and  in  sundry  ways  showed  that,  however  zealous  their  enemies  might  be 
to  read  new  and  ridiculous  interpretations  into  the  fire  contract,  they 
were  liberal  and  public-spirited  enough  to  do  as  they  always  had  done, 
and  go  outside  of  the  letter  of  their  contract  in  order  to  improve  the  ser- 
vice intrusted  to  them. 

Throughout  this  entire  controversy,  the  managers  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment refrained  from  public  comment  on  the  situation,  except  when  their 
views  were  asked  for.  At  its  close,  in  his  quarterly  communication  of 
July  9th,  President  Marks  commented  on  it  in  the  following  terms,  with 
an  incidental  reference  to  the  former  controversy  over  the  Babcock  ex- 
tinguishers, of  which  this  leave-of-absence  quarrel  was  a  reminiscence: 

"  With  the  incoming  of  the  new  City  Council,  as  has  been  hereto- 
fore the  case  with  the  creation  of  a  new  fire  contract,  an  agitation  was 
again  commenced  by  the  oft-beaten  enemies  of  our  noble  organization, 
in  behalf  of  a  paid  fire  department.  Being  uncalled  for,  having  no  basis  for 
its  existence  (as  the  fire  contract  has  three  years  to  run),  as  your  presi- 
dent I  treated  the  movement  with  silent  contempt,  knowing  the  sources 
from  which  this  imported  excitement  proceeded,  appreciating  the  character 
of  the  dastardly  engineers  who  were  manipulating  the  machinery.  I 
studiously  abstained  from   newspaper  controversy  anil  planted  myself 
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reliably  upon  the  strength,  efficiency  and  reputation  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment. The  result  has  proven  the  wisdom  of  my  course.  With  the  es- 
cape of  the  "carbonic  acid'  gas,  the  effervescence  subsided,  and  although 
the  machines  were  strapped  to  the  backs  of  their  hired  agitators,  they 
simply  extinguished  their  bearers.  The  intelligence  and  character  of  the 
City  Council  have  been  equal  to  the  occasion  and  after  arriving  at  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  situation  it  has  done  full  justice  to  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association." 

Look  back  for  a  moment  over  the  history  of  this  remarkable  Fire- 
men's Charitable  Association,  and  note  how,  one  after  another,  it  had 
successfully  repelled  the  concerted  attacks  made  upon  it,  from  1855  to 
188S.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  of  frail  human  nature  that  so  success- 
ful a  management  of  a  great  city  department  in  private  hands,  a  depart- 
ment so  fruitful  of  political  spoils  elsewhere  but  kept  rigidly  out  of  poli- 
tics here,  should  not  provoke  jealousies  and  a  determination  to  wrest  it 
and  the  credit  of  it  from  those  who  had  so  long  controlled  it.  That  the 
attacks  made  on  the  Association  had  their  foundation  in  this  determina- 
tion, there  can  be  no  question.  Yet  it  should  be  frankly  said  that  some 
were  led  to  support  them,  through  a  perfectly  sincere,  if  mistaken,  idea 
that  New  Orleans  would  be  better  off  with  a  paid  department,  such  as 
other  cities  had.  But  it  was  the  desire  to  control  that  furnished  the  res- 
ervoir of  power  behind  the  movement,  and  that  kept  it  persistently, 
sleeplessly,  vigilant  and  continuous,  and  made  it  finally  successful. 

The  Board  of  Control  went  on  relentlessly  with  its  programme  for 
finding  a  weak  spot  in  the  armor  of  the  Association.  In  February,  1889, 
the  Board  brought  new  charges  against  the  fire  department.  These  were 
preceded  by  an  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  Underwriters  into  the 
responsibility  of  the  department  for  certain  fire  losses  during  the  early 
part  of  January,  1889,  which  were  clearly  enough  attributable  to  the  lack 
of  water,  and  delay  in  sending  alarms.  But  though  the  efficiency  of  the  de- 
partment was  as  high  as  ever,  and  the  close  quarters  to  which  it  was  coming 
with  its  detractors  led  the  officials  of  it  to  watch  jealously  and  guard  care- 
fully against  any  shortcoming,  yet  every  possible  opening  was  utilized  by 
the  enemy  to  get  in  a  blow.  The  extremity  to  which  they  were  driven 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that,  in  despair  of  finding  in  any  city  engine 
house  a  basis  for  charges,  the  Board  was  led  to  select  the  house  at  Milne- 
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burg  as  the  place  to  apply  the  letter  of  the  fire  contract.  Then;  was 
some  question  as  to  whether  Milneburg  had  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  bidding  for  the  contract  ;  and  in  all  its  history  there  had  never 
been  but  one  fire  there,  and  that  was  ten  years  previously,  in  1879  '<  and, 
whatever  the  equipment,  it  was  considered  by  those  qualified  to  judge  to  be 
sufficient.  Vet  after  inspection  the  Hoard  charged  that  there  was  a  short- 
age of  hose,  that  men  supposed  to  be  on  duty  were  not  to  be  found,  and 
that  there  were  no  horses.  Chief  <  )'Connor  was  present  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Fire  and  Lighting  Committee  which  considered  the  charges,  and 
explained  satisfactorily  every  circumstance — the  men  were  on  duty  in  ev- 
ery respect  required  by  a  substantial  adherence  to  the  contract  ;  the  horses 
were  not  needed  and  could  not  well  be  used  ;  there  were  no  roads  on 
which  they  could  travel,  and  the  fire  wells  were  only  a  block  from  the  en- 
gine house;  and  the  hose  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  The  Associa- 
tion, besides  furnishing  much  apparatus  not  called  for  by  the  contract, 
had  just  bought  thousands  of  feet  of  new  hose,  a  large  part  of  which 
was  stored  awaiting  a  real  need  for  it,  and  had  had  to  sell  City  obliga- 
tions  at  48  cents  on  the  dollar  to  pay  for  it.  Members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil expressed  the  entirely  just  opinion  that  it  would  put  the  City  in  a  ri- 
diculous position  to  base  any  serious  accusation  on  an  apparent  failure 
to  equip  a  suburban  house  according  to  the  letter  of  the  contract  when 
there  was  absolutely  no  need  for  doing  so  or  any  advantage  to  be  de- 
rived from  doing  so.  The  Fire  and  Lighting  Committee  thereupon 
made  an  inspection  of  its  own,  and  although  recommending  that  the  sup- 
ply of  hose  be  increased  so  as  to  cover  the  letter  of  the  contract — al- 
though it  could  not  be  used — it  recommended  to  the  City  Council  that 
so  far  as  the  Milneburg  house  was  concerned  the  contracting  Association 
should  not  be  required  to  go  through  the  farce  of  increasing  the  equip- 
ment to  the  amount  needed  for  the  city  engine  houses.  The  Council 
took  this  view  of  the  matter  and  adopted  the  Committee's  report. 

Of  course  that  did  not  suit  the  Board  of  Control.  It  had  a  very 
different  purpose  in  selecting  this  little  out-of-the-way  fire  station  in  the 
suburbs  as  a  basis  for  its  charges.  So  on  the  25th  of  February  they  ad- 
dressed an  intemperate  harangue  to  the  City  Council,  arraigning  the  Fire 
and  Lighting  Committee  for  sustaining  the  fire  department.  In  re- 
sponse to  this,  the  Fire  Committee  made  to  the  Council  an  exhaustive 
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report  of  the  whole  matter;  showing  how  slightly  the  Milneburg  engine- 
house  had  entered  into  the  contract  ;  giving  in  detail  the  facts  as  to  the 
full  compliance  by  the  contractor  with  the  spirit  of  the  contract  ;  and 
calling  on  the  Council  to  put  an  end  to  the  dispute  by  formally  adopting 
and  approving  the  report  of  the  Committee,  substantially  justifying  the 
conduct  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association — which  was  promptly 
done.  In  the  course  of  the  report  the  Committee  pointed  out  that  the 
Board  of  Control  was  itself  a  violator  of  the  fire  contract  under  which 
they  came  into  being,  in  that  they  made  reports  to  committees  of  the 
Council  instead  of  to  the  Council  itself,  employing  a  secretary  not  fur- 
nished by  the  contractor,  as  they  were  required  to  do,  and  arrogating  to 
themselves  power  which  the  contract  did  not  give  them.  After  detail 
ing  the  circumstances  of  the  careful  inspection  made  by  their  committee 
and  their  consequent  report  in  favor  of  the  Association,  they  added  : 

"  This  should  have  stopped  the  Board  of  Control  from  any  further 
consideration  of  this  particular  matter  ;  but  no,  they  come  back  again  in 
the  communication  of  February  25,  1889,  and  not  only  arraign  this  com- 
mittee as  aiding  and  assisting  to  evade  and  nullify  a  contract  by 
encouraging  and  promoting  repeated  violations  thereof,  but  they  abso- 
lutely arraign  the  entire  Council  for  their  connivance  therein,  and  in  aid- 
ing and  abetting  the  same.  The  Board  of  Control  seem  to  forget  that 
they  are  the  creatures  of  the  Council,  their  appointees.  They  should 
not  forget  this  fact,  and  not  imagine  themselves  the  owners,  the  masters  ; 
they  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  they  are  simply  the  trustees  of  the 
Council,  and  that  having  reported  to  the  Council  on  any  matter,  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Council  thereon  is  final  We  commend  the  Board 

for  their  untiring  efforts  to  discover  the  shortcomings  of  the  fire  con- 
tractors. We,  also  commend  their  fidelity  and  interest  in  the  city's  be- 
half, and  respectfully  suggest  and  recommend  to  them  that  when  they 
report  any  matter  to  the  Council,  and  after  investigation  by  reference  to 
a  special  committee  of  honorable  gentlemen,  and  after  their  report  is  fi- 
nally adopted  as  the  sense  and  sentiment  of  the  Council — then  in  that 
case  the  Board  of  Control  will  consider  that  matter  definitely  settled,  and 
not  continue  harping  the  subject  back  at  the  Council  and  casting  unjust 
and  undeserved  reflections  upon  its  members,  who  claim  to  be  as  respect- 
able, patriotic,  truthful  and  honest  as  the  several  members  of  the  Board 


T.  Hourdet.       J.  Elferl,  Lieut.       M.  Welstli. 
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of  Control."  The  report  closed  with  stating  the  spirit  of  the  contract 
to  have  been  maintained  at  the  Milneburg  house,  and  the  complaint  of 
the  Board  of  Control  unnecessary. 

The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  could  well  afford  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  turn  the  matter  thus  finally  took.  After  the  beginning  of  the 
affair,  it  became  no  longer  a  question  of  charges  against  the  Fire  De- 
partment, but  a  contest  between  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  Common 
Council  as  to  which  of  them  was  to  run  the  city  government,  with  the 
Council  as  the  champion  of  the  firemen.  fust  before  the  report  just 
quoted  the  annual  Fourth  of  March  parade  occurred,  calling  forth  from  a 
city  paper,  in  an  article  on  the  dispute,  comments  like  these  : 

"  The  display  on  March  3  was  a  credit  to  our  city,  and  the  number- 
less expressions  that  were  heard  from  visitors  from  other  cities  was  testi- 
mony in  favor  of  our  present  system.  We  do  not  think  that  the  number 
of  men  in  a  given  engine  house  is  the  rule  by  which  to  measure  our 
department.  We  prefer  to  judge  them  by  their  achievements.  What  is 
their  contract  with  the  city?  Stated  in  a  few  words,  it  is  to  extinguish 
the  fires  in  New  Orleans.  Does  it  do  it?  Will  the  Board  of  Control 
answer  'no'  to  this  question?  It  cannot.  The  standard  by  which  we 
measure  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department,  the  one  by  which  its  members 
desire  to  be  measured,  the  one  by  which  common  sense  dictates  that  it  be 
measured,  is  results,  not  preparation.  '  By  their  fruits  shall  ye  know 
them  '  is  a  good  rule,  and  neither  we  nor  the  firemen  themselves  fear  the 
application  of  that  rule.  .  .  .  We  are  satisfied  that  at  the  bottom  of  the 
matter  is  the  movement  which  was  inaugurated  some  time  ago  to  disband 
our  volunteer  companies  and  organize  a  paid  fire  department.  For  what 
reason,  we  cannot  say.  The  city  would  certainly  have  to  pa)*  as  much,  if 
not  more,  to  a  regular  paid  department  as  it  does  to  the  present  volunteer 
oreanization. 

"...  The  work  will  certainly  not  be  any  better  done  by  a  paid  de- 
partment than  it  is  now  by  the  present  organization.  We  say  this 
advisedly,  for  the  work  cozild  not  be  better  done.  We  defy  the  Board  of 
Control  or  anybody  else  to  point  to  a  single  loss  due  to  the  negligence, 
carelessness  or  inefficiency  in  any  way  of  the  present  organization.  It 
cannot  do  it.  Prompt  in  its  response,  energetic  in  its  endeavors,  and 
intelligent  in  their  application,  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department  is  the 
peer  of  any  in  the  world." 
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The  Board  of  Control  having  sustained  defeat  in  its  endeavor  to 
coerce  the  City  Council,  the  Finance  Committee,  with  the  author  of  the 
"  Clark  Ordinance  "  at  its  head,  next  took  a  hand  to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Association  under  its  contract.  The  paper  from  which  the 
above  extract  is  made,  said,  apropos  of  that —  "  The  city  would  be  in  a 
pretty  fix  if  the  contractor,  finding  that  it  was  not  to  be  paid,  should  re- 
fuse to  put  out  any  more  fires  ;  and  if  it  comes  to  that,  can  the  city  blame 
anybody  but  itself?  We  think  that  if  the  department  can  forgive  the  city 
its  serious  breaches  of  the  agreement,  the  city  can  afford  to  forgive  the 
Association.  .  .  .  When  the  present  contract  was  entered  into  in  1886, 
it  was  in  pursuance  of  Ordinance  1890,  C.  S.  of  Aug.  nth,  1886.  That 
ordinance  shows  on  its  face  that  the  lowest  bid  for  extin^uishinor  fires  was 

o  <_> 

that  of  the  Firemen's  Association  of  $190,000;  but  on  representation  on 
the  part  of  the  city  officials  that  the  city  was  not  able  to  pay  that  amount 
the  Association  voluntarily  knocked  off  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  made 
a  contract  for  $160,000.  Yet  this  is  the  party  who,  according  to  one  of 
our  contemporaries,  'gouged  the  city.'  We  admit  the  '  gouging,' but, 
in  this  instance,  at  least,  we  insist  that  the  Association  was  not  the  gouger 
but  the  gougee. 

"  In  the  second  place,  the  contract  calls  for  the  following  companies 
to  be  established  by  the  contractor.  .  .  .  Grand  total,  twenty-four 
companies.  Here  are  the  companies  that  this  conscienceless  con- 
tract-breaker has  established.  .  .  .  Grand  total,  twenty-six  companies, 
instead  of  the  twenty-four  called  for  by  the  contract.  This  is  a  shameless 
gouge,  isn't  it  ?  .  .  .  The  Association  first  knocks  thirty  thousand  dollars 
a  year  for  five  years— total,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars — off  its 
bid  when  it  is  represented  that  the  city  cannot  pay  the  full  amount  of  its 
bid  ;  then  it  establishes  and  maintains  two  more  engines  and  companies 
than  its  contract  calls  for,  and  then,  because  it  has  a  few  feet  less  hose 
than  the  letter  of  the  contract  demands  (although  what  it  has  is  amply 
sufficient)  at  a  village  engine  house,  and  because  it  does  not  keep  three 
horses  where  it  could  not  use  them,  it  is  called  a  '  tax-eater '  and  a 
'gouger'  and  denounced  as  a  cheat  and  a  fraud." 

Mayor  Shakespeare  was  the  next  re-inforcement  called  up  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Fire  Department,  and  his  battery  consisted  of  a  message 
to  the  Council  summoning  them  to  enforce  the  letter  of  the  contract. 
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His  text  was  that  noble  truism,  "  we  must  be  just  before  we  are  generous," 
and  he  expounded  it  with  the  most  delicious  lack  of  reference  to  the  fact 
that  justice  was  to  be  looked  for  not  alone  in  requiring  the  Association 
to  extinguish  fires  but  also  in  the  payment  of  its  dues  by  the  city.  He 
made  no  reference  to  the  city's  habitual  defaults  in  payment ;  to  its  fre- 
quent arbitrary  scaling  down  of  its  accounts  when  it  did  settle  with  the 
Association  ;  to  its  payments  in  depreciated  scrip  of  various  names  and 
descriptions  and  of  varying  value  ;  or  to  one  single  item  of  the  apparatus 
furnished  and  extra  service  performed  by  the  Association,  outside  of  the 
contract  requirements.  Nothing  but  shortage  of  unusable  horses  and 
unnecessary  hose  at  Milneburg  !  And  then  he  vetoed  the  action  of  the 
Council  ordering  the  payment  under  consideration.  Seeing  that  the 
Council  was  determined  to  do  substantial  justice  to  the  Association  in 
this  matter,  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  then  hastened  to  strengthen 
their  case  by  preparing  fresh  charges,  and  for  that  purpose  dug  up  what 
had  been  done  under  old  contracts  long  past  dead  and  gone,  performed 
and  settled  for.  To  this  indictment  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Associa- 
tion refused  to  plead.  President  Marks  said  that  not  only  were  these 
charges  sprung  on  him  as  a  surprise,  to  meet  which  he  could  not  be 
expected  to  be  prepared  without  notice,  but  that  the  very  terms  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Council  awarding  the  present  contract  ruled  out  any  re- 
opening of  the  former  contract.     He  said  : 

"  When  the  contract  had  reached  its  termination  and  a  new  contract 
was  being  formed,  the  City  Council  which  entered  into  that  contract 
affirmed  its  approbation  of  the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  the  contract 
had  been  performed,  declaring  in  the  preamble  to  the  new  contract  that 
'the  efficiency  of  the  service  rendered  by  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Asso- 
ciation in  carrying  out  its  contract  in  the  past'  was  the  best  evidence  of  its 
guarantee  for  future  efficiency.  All  these  matters,  we  submit,  close  the 
door  to  this  charge  which  your  committee  has  preferred.  They  render 
it  unnecessary  for  us  to  go  back  into  the  past  and  discuss  things  con- 
cluded by  the  city,  in  every  department  of  its  government,  by  word,  by 
silence,  by  action,  by  inaction,  by  appropriation,  by  resolution,  by  the 
sanction  of  its  mayors,  of  its  Administrators  and  of  its  City  Councils  ;  by 
every  act  and  thing  done  with  reference  to  the  old  contract,  and  finally 
by  the  seal  of  approbation  set  by  the  city  in  making  the  new  contract. 
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"  .  .  Whilst  not  now,  therefore,  going  into  the  facts  upon  which  the  last 
charge  is  preferred  because  of  the  foregoing  considerations,  we  declare 
our  willingness  to  do  so,  should  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  so  desire. 
We  submit,  however,  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and  through  you  to  the 
Honorable  the  City  Council,  the  foregoing  general  considerations  of 
equity  and  right,  as  additional  reasons  why  this  Association  should  not 
at  this  late  day  be  called  upon  to  answer  charges  as  to  the  former  and 
long  since  expired  contract.  That  the  services  required  by  that  con- 
tract were  zealously  performed,  we  have  seen  has  been  at  all  times  pro- 
claimed by  the  city.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract  then  existing,  the 
Association  was  entitled  to  its  pay  in  cash.  Did  the  city  make  such  cash 
payments?  Confessedly  not.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  history  that  dur- 
ing nearly  the  entire  term  of  the  expired  contract  the  city,  on  account  of 
its  financial  embarrassment,  was  unable  to  fulfill  its  obligations.  Not  the 
cash  required  by  the  contract,  but  paper  which  was  largely  depreciated, 
was  given  the  contractor.  To  carry  out  his  obligation,  ruinous  discounts 
were  suffered  and  grave  losses  incurred.  Despite  these  facts,  no  com- 
plaint was  made,  the  burden  of  the  contract  was  faithfully  carried  out  de- 
spite the  difficulties  which  the  default  of  the  city  occasioned.  It  was 
doubtless  in  appreciation  of  the  contractor's  sense  of  public  duty  and 
fidelity  which  caused  your  predecessors  in  office,  through  three  different 
city  governments,  to  express  not  only  their  sanction  but  their  admiration 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  under  the  contract  were  carried 
out." 

In  the  face  of  such  a  demand  for  justice  and  equity,  expressed  with 
a  dignity  that  characterized  every  official  utterance  of  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association  throughout  its  history,  it  was  impossible  that  the 
hostile  endeavor,  however  skillfully  and  eagerly  pressed,  should  succeed 
in  a  city  where  ultimately  the  people  govern  and  where  the  heart  of  the 
people  was  always  with  their  brave  defenders.  So  far  as  the  F.  C.  A. 
was  concerned,  the  matter  soon  passed  out  of  the  public  mind.  A  direct 
result  of  it,  however,  was  that  in  the  fall  of  1SS9  the  fire  contract  for  the 
Sixth  District,  held  by  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  of  that  Dis- 
trict, expiring,  the  fire  department  of  the  district  was  made  a  paid  de- 
partment. There  was  no  opposition  to  this  on  the  part  of  the  former 
contractors,  and  the  F.  C.  A.  of  New  Orleans  were  quite  willing  that  the 
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experiment  of  a  paid  department  should  be  tried  in  a  District  not  covered 
in  their  own  territory,  where  the  mistakes,  if  any  should  result  from  the 
change,-  would  be  less  serious  than  similiar  ones  in  the  old  department, 
which  covered  the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Districts.  The  last 
word  that  seemed  to  be  called  for  on  the  subject  appeared  in  a  city  paper 
of  November  6th,  which  said  : 

"  One  of  the  principal  arguments  used  by  the  advocates  of  a  paid 
Fire  Department  is,  that  other  cities  have  tried  it  and  have  not  returned 
to  the  volunteer  system.  This,  it  strikes  us,  is  one  of  the  principal 
reasons  why  a  paid  system  should  not  be  inaugurated  here.  It  does  not, 
as  its  partisans  seek  to  lead  others  to  infer,  mean  that  the  paid  system  is 
preferable  to  the  volunteer  because  it  is  better,  but  it  means  that  once 
established  those  cities  which  have  tried  the  experiment  have  found  it 
impossible  to  return  to  a  volunteer  system,  owing  to  the  political  power 
which  exists  in  a  paid  fire  department.  Much  as  has  been  said  about  the 
political  power  of  the  volunteer  system,  it  is  as  a  body  of  ill-disciplined  sol- 
diers as  compared  to  a  veteran  well-disciplined  army  of  regulars.  Not 
that  the  volunteers  lack  the  experience  and  drill  of  paid  firemen,  but  in- 
somuch as  a  '  body  politic  '  they  have  not  the  organization  which  leads 
to  victory  at  the  ballot  box  of  the  well  drilled  club  or  party.  There  is  not 
a  company  of  volunteer  firemen  in  existence  in  New  Orleans  in  which 
there  is  a  tacit  agreement  on  political  matters  and  men,  and  we  defy  any 
one  to  show  the  contrary.  As  Councilman  Claiborne  very  truly  re- 
marked at  the  Finance  Committee  meeting  last  Monday,  when  the  ques- 
tion of  politics  was  in  debate,  '  no  man  can  say  that  any  member  was 
derelict  in  public  duty.  No  one  can  help  admiring  every  member  of  the 
department  for  the  service  he  has  performed.  If  the  objection  to  the 
present  system  is  that,  I  say  there  is  no  organization  and  no  cohesion.' 

"  Who  could  say  as  much  for  a  paid  department  whose  tenure  of  office 
was  dependent  upon  the  action  of  the  Mayor  or  Council  ?  Would 
not  each  and  every  member  of  the  paid  department  be  apt  to  vote  or  act 
upon  the  dictates  of  the  appointing  power,  as  did  and  perhaps  will  the 
police  force  ? 

"Again,  the  volunteer  systems  of  other  great  cities  in  the  Union 
never  did  bear  comparison  to  the  magnificent  organization  of  which  New 
Orleans  is  so  justly  proud.    Elsewhere  the  scene  of  a  fire  was  a  battle- 
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field  for  fire  companies  holding  petty  animosities  or  jealousies  against 
each  other,  and  not  infrequently  the  entire  volunteer  department  would 
be  drawn  into  a  combat  which  resulted  in  many  sore  heads  or  battered 
faces.  Who  ever  heard  of  such  a  disgraceful  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
our  firemen?  Here  all  is  harmony,  and  if  there  is  any  feeling  at  all  ex- 
isting, it  is  fraternal  or  a  commendable  ambition  to  emulate  the  gallantry 
of  the  red-shirted  heroes  of  the  past,  whose  bones  now  repose  in  the 
cities  of  the  dead." 

The  sleepless  vigilance  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
of  the  Council  was  thus  embodied  in  verse,  which  warned  the  F.  C.  A. 
as  follows  : 

J.  G.  C.  is  on  thy  trail, 

F.  C.  A.    Oh!  F.  C.  A. 
Tis  well  you  tremble  and  turn  pale, 

F.  C.  A.    Oh  !  F.  C.  A. 
To  him  there's  no  such  word  as  fail, 
He  listened  to  Kalinski's  tale, 
Remonstrance  is  of  no  avail, 

F.  C.  A.    Oh  !  F.  C.  A. 

Matters  more  serious  than  even  the  bad  faith  in  which  some  men 
were  endeavoring  to  involve  the  city  were  already  absorbing  the  attention 
of  the  Fire  Department.  There  was  much  trouble  in  the  fall  of  1889 
with  the  scarcity  of  water.  A  large  fire  in  the  Fourth  District  gained 
much  headway  before  water  could  be  obtained.  "  It  is  freely  admitted," 
said  a  morning  paper,  "that  the  Fire  Department  was  on  hand  promptly, 
and  that  everything  possible  was  done  to  check  the  progress  of  the  flames, 
but  there  was  little  or  no  water  to  be  had,  hence  the  firemen  were  forced 
to  remain  inactive  for  a  long  time  and  give  the  fiery  element  full  sway.  .  " 
The  fire  wells,  to  which  the  department  had  to  resort,  did  not  seem  to 
have  been  opened  for  years,  and  except  for  the  promptness  of  the  engi- 
neer of  the  Louisiana  Brewery,  more  than  a  mile  from  the  scene  of  the 
fire,  who  turned  on  his  engines  arid  flooded  the  gutters  of  Jackson  Street 
with  torrents  of  water,  there  might  have  been  a  fire  of  tremendous  propor- 
tions, which  of  course  would  have  added  ammunition  to  the  arsenal  of  the 
adversaries  of  the  F.  C.  A.  the  next  time  a  question  affecting  it  arose 
for  decision. 

The  failure  of  the  city  to  enforce  the  law  requiring  adequate  fire  es- 
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capes  was  a  subject  on  which  the  periodical  reports  of  Chief  O'Connor 
were  continually  sounding-  a  warning  note.  They  came  near  being  justi- 
fied at  a  fire  in  a  boarding-house  on  St.  Charles  Street  earl)'  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  14,  1889.  the  inmates  of  which  were  saved  only  by  the 
bravery  of  Police  Officer  Seelhorst,  who  at  the  peril  of  his  life  made 
his  way  into  the  burning  building  and  waked  the  inmates  and  assisted  them 
to  escape.  He  himself  was  cut  off  from  retreat,  and  his  life  would  have 
been  the  forfeit  of  his  unselfish  daring,  except  for  the  bravery  and  skill 
of  Laddermen  R.  Lee  Whittaker  and  Robert  H.  McCloskey,  of  Ameri- 
can H.  &  L.  No.  2,  who  brought  him  out  in  safety.  This  act  was  made 
the  subject  of  a  special  report  by  Chief  O'Connor,  and  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Delegates,  it  was  resolved  to  signalize  the  deed 
by  the  presentation  of  gold  medals.  The  ceremony  of  presentation  oc- 
curred in  January,  1890,  and  was  of  particular  interest  as  being  the  first 
occasion  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the  Pi  re  Department.  The  pre- 
sentation occurred  at  the  house  of  Truck  2,  and  in  his  address  at  the  time 
President  Marks  indicated  the  purpose  of  the  F.  C.  A.  to  reward  similiar 
deeds  in  this  way  in  the  future.  Chief  O'Connor  made  the  presentation 
speech,  and  after  the  ceremony  the  event  was  celebrated  with  a  company 
supper  in  Washington  Artillery  Hall,  which  was  attended  by  many  lead- 
ing citizens  as  guests  of  the  company. 

The  leading  topics  in  Fire  Department  interests  during  the  year 
1890  were  the  rigorous  and  exhaustive  investigation  of  the  water  supply  ; 
the  growing  danger  from  electric  wires,  and  the  beginning  of  the  discus- 
sion which  in  the  year  following  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a  paid 
Fire  Department.  The  question  of  electric  wires,  not  as  a  personal  dan- 
ger to  the  men,  but  as  an  obstacle  to  the  service  of  the  apparatus,  was  a 
feature  of  a  fire  in  February,  which  was  memorable  because  it  destroyed 
the  historic  quarters  of  the  Chess,  Checkers  and  Whist  Club,  at  Canal 
and  Baronne  Streets,  consuming  many  relics  of  the  famous  Paul  Morphy 
and  other  chess  champions.  The  same  difficulty,  combined  with  the  old 
trouble  of  iron  shutters  barring-  out  the  firemen  from  access  to  the  inter- 
ior  of  the  building,  was  felt  at  another  large  fire  on  Canal  Street,  corner 
of  Bourbon,  which  coming  at  the  close  of  the  carnival  fe'stivities  in  Feb- 
ruary, presented  a  frightfully  interesting  spectacle  to  the  revellers  who 
were  wending  their  homeward  way  in  the  early  morning  of  the  19th  of 


336 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


that  month,  when  the  streets  were  gaily  decorated  with  His  Majesty's 
colors.  On  October  4th,  Joseph  Clements,  a  tinsmith,  was  instantly  killed 
by  the  current  of  a  bare  wire  which  he  accidentally  touched  while 
engaged  with  his  employer,  James  P.  Bracly,  in  sweeping  a  roof  prepar- 
atory to  repairing  it.  Only  three  days  before,  Emil  Paff  and  Her- 
man Blank,  telephone  linemen,  received  shocks  from  the  electric  power 
wires,  from  which  Paff  died  on  October  4th.  Blank,  although  se- 
verely injured,  recovered  after  a  time.  In  his  quarterly  report  to  the 
Board  of  Delegates  a  few  days  later,  Chief  O'Connor  made  these  tragic 
incidents  the  text  of  a  demand  for  better  protection  for  the  lives  of  the 
men  who  were  risking  their  lives  against  fire  (but  not  against  hidden  elec- 
tricity) for  the  protection  of  their  fellow-citizens  ;  basing  his  request  on 
"  the  great  danger  with  which  the  members  of  this  department  are  beset 
while  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  the  fact  that  thedanger  incurred 
is  greatly  augmented  on  account  of  the  haste  with  which  they  are  com- 
pelled to  mount  and  enter  buildings  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  when  the 
wires  are  unobserved." 

The  agitation  for  the  adoption  of  a  paid  fire  department,  which  had 
confessedly  underlain  the  attempts  to  fasten  upon  the  F.  C.  A.  some 
colorable  default  in  the  performance  of  its  contract  with  the  city,  was  in 
the  latter  part  of  1890  taken  up  openly  and  frankly,  no  longer  concealed 
under  an  indirect  attack.  The  matter  had  been  brought  forward  in  the 
City  Council  with  such  success,  that  in  November  a  special  committee  of 
the  Council  was  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  subject  of  a 
paid  department.  It  held  frequent  sittings  and  exhaustively  went  into 
the  whole  subject — the  efficiency  of  the  old  department,  the  desirability 
of  a  paid  department,  and  the  cost  of  the  latter.  At  a  hearing  on  Nov. 
15th,  Chief  O'Connor  presented  an  elaborate  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  a  department  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  city,  in  consideration  of  the 
limited  water  facilities,  the  extended  territory  to  be  protected,  the  pro- 
portion of  frame  buildings  and  the  condition  of  the  streets  ;  a  department 
manned  and  equipped  as  well  as  any  department  in  the  country,  with 
which  alone  he  assumed  the  city  would  be  satisfied.  Other  estimates, 
much  lower  ones,  were  submitted  by  the  Underwriters  and  by  firemen 
in  the  employ  of  the  Underwriters,  as  well  as  by  others  interested  in  the 
change  from  a  volunteer  to  a  paid  system.    In  such  a  matter  as  an 
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estimate,  it  was  of  course  possible  to  vary  the  sum  total  arrived  at,  by 
reducing  or  increasing  the  size  of  the  establishment  estimated  on  ;  so 
that  in  a  sense  the  practical  question  was  in  part  that  of  how  many  en- 
gine companies,  how  equipped  and  how  manned,  would  suffice  for  the 
purpose?  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  at  the  outset,  that  those  who  pro- 
posed the  change  had  very  little  to  urge  against  the  old  department  or 
the  old  system,  or  in  favor  of  the  new  system,  except  that  other  cities 
had  it. 

This  view  was  well  expressed  by  the  Picayune,  of  Nov.  22,  1X90,  in 
the  following  words  :  "  The  proposition  now  is  to  make  the  fire  service 
a  creation  of  the  city  government  and  wholly  under  its  control.  The 
entire  matter  becomes  one  of  feasibility  and  cost.  .  .  .  But  whatever 
may  be  the  cost,  we  recognize  the  fact  that  the  City  Council  is  strongly 
in  favor  of  a  department  of  its  own.  The  spirit  of  the  age  is  in  favor  of 
a  change  and  the  Underwriters  desire  it.  .  .  .  We  believe  the  higher 
estimate  the  more  reasonable,  and  our  city  fathers  will  do  well  to  note  the 
point.  If  we  are  to  have  a  change  let  proper  provision  be  made  for  it. 
There  is  no  use  in  deceiving  ourselves  or  the  people  about  it.  Calculate 
the  cost  of  such  a  fire  service  as  is  required  and  provide  the  money  for 
it.  That  is  all  there  is  of  it."  This,  surely,  was  a  very  sensible  view  to 
take  of  the  matter,  but  not  such  a  view  as  would  hasten  the  day  of  the 
change.  Had  the  investigation  and  the  decision  been  on  these  lines,  the 
public  service  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  would  have  been 
indefinitely  prolonged.  It  was  necessary  rather  to  persuade  those  having 
the  responsibility  of  the  decision  that  the  change  could  be  made,  if  not 
with  a  saving  of  money  over  the  old  system,  at  least  without  an  increase 
out  of  proportion  to  the  advantages  anticipated  from  it  or  beyond  the 
city's  financial  means. 

There  was  not  unnaturallya  good  deal  of  ungenerous  criticism  and 
attributing  of  interested  motives  throughout  the  controversy  that  ensued, 
while  the  Council's  special  committee  was  investigating  this  great  ques- 
tion. Chief  O'Connor's  estimates  were  attacked,  as  being  those  of  the 
F.  C.  A.,  but  he  explained  that  they  were  his  own  figures,  prepared  by 
himself  alone,  and  based  on  the  most  recent  quotations  from  the  makers 
of  apparatus,  obtained  for  this  purpose.  The  suggestion  made  by  one  of 
the  Councilmen,  that  the  engine  companies  had  instructions  to  give  special 


34Q 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


protection  to  property  insured  in  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company, 
brought  forth  from  the  Chief  the  remark  before  the  Committee  :  "  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  one  occupying  the  exalted  position  of  City  Coum 
cilman,  swayed  by  feeling,  blinded  by  prejudice,  or  misled  by  false 
statements,  assumes  a  position  through  the  public  press  to  do  a  serious 
injury  to  trusted  officers.  The  officers  of  the  Fire  Department  stand 
unarmed  and  defenceless,  with  nothing  but  their  hard-earned  record  and 
reputation  to  aid  them  ;  and  that  is  sought  to  be  besmirched  by  their 
powerful  opponent,  while  he  stands  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority, 
backed  by  unscrupulous  designers.  The  attempt  to  perpetuate  such  an 
outrageous  infamy  upon  the  officers  of  the  Fire  Department  will  I  hope 
receive  the  condemnation  it  so  richly  deserves."  The  Chief  at  the  same 
time  put  himself  on  record  on  the  main  question  in  the  following  distinct 
statement  :  "  Gentlemen,  if  it  is  your  desire  to  arrive  at  a  solution  of  the 
question  which  is  before  you,  then  take  up  my  proposition,  act  on  it 
seriatim,  and  I  will  be  willing  to  answer  any  question  propounded  and 

assist  you  in  your  labors.     Mr.-  would  like  to  make  it  appear  that  I 

am  here  to  oppose  the  paid  department  ;  he  is  mistaken.  I  am  in  favor 
of  it,  provided  you  afford  proper  protection  to  life  and  property  in  this 
city.     But  I  will  oppose  a  hermaphrodite  fire  department." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  special  committee  held  on  December  1 8th, 
Chairman  Hodgson  presented  a  communication  of  his  own,  summing  up 
the  results  of  the  committee's  work.  He  addressed  himself  to  three  main 
points — whether  the  city  was  in  a  financial  condition  to  undertake  the 
change  ;  whether  the  expenditure  by  the  city  of  the  same  money  that 
was  now  expended  through  the  F.  C.  A.  and  others  ($219,000,  al- 
together) would  produce  a  more  efficient  department  ;  and  whether  it 
would  be  better  to  make  a  change  at  once,  or  wait  till  the  city  was  in 
better  financial  shape.  He  found  that  nearly  all  the  moderate  estimates 
submitted  had  omitted  many  minor  details  of  running  expenses  which 
aggregated  a  considerable  sum  annually.  He  concluded,  "  I  do  not 
believe  an  efficient  paid  department  can  be  organized  and  operated  in 
this  city  at  anything  near  the  price  paid  by  the  city  under  the  contract 
system,  and  the  city  should  be  careful,  in  changing  her  system,  to  know 
that  she  is  getting  as  good,  if  not  a  better,  plant,  than  the  one  now  in 
operation.     And  I  desire  to  place  myself  on   record  now  by  saying  that, 
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as  a  taxpayer,  as  well  as  a  Councilman,  I  am  willing  to  budget  as  high 
as  $250,000  per  annum  for  a  good,  serviceable  department,  properly 
equipped  and  manned.  This  is  about  $30,000  more  per  annum  than  is 
claimed  by  some  of  the  experts  before  this  committee,  and  about  $30,000 
more  than  was  paid  under  the  contract  system." 

At  the  same  meeting  Councilman  Claiborne  said  :  "  I  oppose  the 
ordinance  and  project  for  a  paid  department  at  this  time  and  in  the  man- 
ner presented,  for  these  reasons.  While  the  evidence  has  convinced  me 
that  a  well-equipped  paid  fire  department  could  be  organized  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  superior  in  efficiency  to  the  present  volunteer  depart- 
ment, that  evidence  has  also  satisfied  me  that  such  a  paid  department 
would  cost  more  than  the  present  system  ;  indeed,  this  would  seem  self- 
evident  from  the  fact  that  in  a  paid  department  all  employees  are  paid, 
while  under  a  volunteer  department  a  majority  of  the  members  are  not 
paid.  In  view  of  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  city,  I  do  not 
see  how  it  is  possible  to  purchase  a  fire  extinguishing  outfit  which  must 
cost  over  $100,000,  and  to  make  an  increased  appropriation  for  the  fire 
department,  without  injury  to  the  other  departments.  Until  the  bonded 
debt  of  this  city  is  diminished,  or  the  requirements  of  the  yearly  interest 
payments  made  less  or  the  taxes  better  collected,  we  must  forego  this 
improvement  in  this  city,  however  desirable  it  may  be,  in  the  same  manner 
as  we  unavoidably  make  no  improvement  in  our  water  supply,  our  drain- 
age, our  pavements,  our  police  and  our  public  schools.  I  also  believe 
that  no  loss  will  result  to  this  city  from  a  continuance  for  a  few  years  of 
the  present  volunteer  system,  as  its  deficiencies  are  very  much  exagger- 
ated and  its  good  qualities  much  ignored  by  the  zealous  partisans  of  a 
paid  department,  and  the  praise  and  advantages  of  a  paid  department 
painted  in  too  brilliant  colors.  I  believe  also  that  any  organization  of  a 
paid  department  under  a  mere  city  ordinance,  liable  to  be  amended  or  re- 
pealed by  a  subsequent  City  Council,  may  become  a  worse  engine  of  po- 
litical influence  than  any  other  department  of  this  city.  I  believe  if  the 
city  can  afford  a  paid  department  that  it  should  be  organized  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  plan  of  the  Police  Department,  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  fire  commissioners  above  the  control  of  the  Council."  Mr. 
Claiborne  warned  the  committee  that  the  destruction  of  the  volunteer 
department  would  be  a  radical  change.     Of  all  the  statements  submitted 
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he  believed  that  of  Chief  O'Connor  was  the  only  unbiassed  one,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  thought  that  the  Chief  contemplated  the  present  estab- 
lishment of  a  department  more  extensive  than  the  city  could  afford. 

The  result  of  this  meeting  of  the  committee  was  the  appointment 
by  resolution  of  a  sub-committee  (consisting  of  Messrs.  Landry,  Clai- 
borne and  Clark)  to  confer  with  Chief  O'Connor  and  such  others  as  they 
might  think  proper,  including  Captain  Kalinski,  of  the  Insurance  Patrol, 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  feasibility  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
at  an  annual  cost  of  $225,000,  with  an  outlay  for  plant  of  $  1  25,000,  a  more 
efficient  fire  department  than  the  one  then  in  operation. 

At  this  juncture  occurred  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Dele- 
gates of  the  F.  C.  A.,  and  the  portentous  subject  then  under  considera- 
tion naturally  formed  the  staple  of  President  Marks'  address.  He  said, 
in  part  :  "  If  any  actual  necessity  was  indicated  for  a  radical  change  in 
the  character  of  the  volunteer  department  of  New  Orleans,  there  would 
be  a  semblance  of  an  argument  in  its  favor,  but  no  such  necessity  exists 
or  is  called  for  by  public  opinion.  The  contemplated  change  has  been 
conceived  in  ignorance,  fostered  by  prejudice,  and  brought  into  a  forced 
existence  by  men  whose  hatred  of  the  organization  has  existed  for  years. 
These  men  by  fraud  and  deception  have  endeavored  to  influence  the 
worthy  members  of  the  City  Council,  until  the  really  good  Aldermen 
have  been  satisfied  to  disgfust.  In  the  truthful  lansjuaore  of  Alderman 
Claiborne,  speaking  of  the  volunteer  Fire  Department,  '  its  deficiencies 
are  very  much  exaggerated  and  its  good  qualities  much  ignored  by  the 
zealous  partisans  of  a  paid  department,  and  the  praise  and  advantages  of 
a  paid  department  painted  in  too  brilliant  colors.'  I  am  unequivocally  in 
favor  of  a  volunteer  department  for  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  and  I  shall 
state  my  reasons  in  this  message  from  various  standpoints. 

"  It  is  the  only  department  of  the  city  government  that  is  not  (ow- 
ing to  the  financial  condition  of  the  city)  in  a  crippled  condition.  When- 
ever the  finances  of  the  city  will  justify  it,  the  attention  of  the  Council 
will  no  doubt  be  directed  to  giving  to  New  Orleans  an  enlarged  police, 
improved  streets,  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  properly  paid  school 
teachers,  better  care  of  the  insane,  an  increase  in  the  per  capita  pay  of 
the  orphans  of  the  asylums,  better  prisons  and  a  more  humane  care  of 
prisoners.     When  all  these  indispensable  improvements  are  consummated, 
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then  the  question  of  creating  such  a  paid  fire  department  as  our  city  will 
require  may  be  considered." 

Mr.  Marks  further  commented  on  the  personal  deserts  of  the  volun- 
teer firemen,  on  their  sacrifices  and  services,  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  low- 
insurance  premiums  the  .insurance  companies  made  money  on  city  busi- 
ness, and  called  attention  to  the  futility  of  regarding  the  experiment  of  a 
year's  standing  in  the  Sixth  District  as  evidence  of  the  successful  working 
of  a  paid  department,  since  the  Sixth  District  had  had  a  singular  immu- 
nity from  fires  to  deal  with.  He  laid  much  stress  on  the  just  though 
essentially  sentimental  consideration  that  a  volunteer  department  pro- 
vided and  maintained  an  avenue  for  the  industrious  and  sober  working  men 
to  show  their  interest  in  the  city  they  supported  and  would,  if  need  be, 
with  their  lives  defend  ;  a  school  where  are  learned  lessons  of  parliamen- 
tary practice,  discipline,  self-control,  and  a  devotion  to  duty,  the  under- 
standing and  exercise  of  the  franchise,  and  that  obedience  to  lawful 
authority  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  liberties  of  a  free  country.  On 
this  head  he  remarked  : 

"Is  every  emotion  of  self-sacrificing  manhood  to  be  brought  down  to 
the  dry-as-dust  test  of  dollars  and  cents,  and  the  stalwart  youth  of  New 
Orleans  to  be  taught  to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  Mammon  ?  Then,  in- 
deed, perished  in  vain  Woodruff  and  Ferry  and  other  heroes  who  counted 
their  lives  cheap,  and  sacrificed  them  cheerfully  when  honor  and  humanity 
led  the  brilliant  but  fatal  way  !  The  city  cannot  afford,  at  the  suggestion 
of  selfish  corporations,  (most  of  them  located  in  other  states  and  foreign 
countries),  to  shut  down  on  and  exclude  its  bone  and  sinew  from  a  share 
in  the  conduct,  preservation  and  conscious  feeling  of  ownership  by  man- 
agement of  things  and  affairs  around  them.  Why  preclude  the  people 
from  their  accustomed  and  even  ancient  privilege  of  having  a  hand  in 
some  sort  of  the  city's  multifarious  business?  And  then,  the  useful  and 
reasonable  pleasure  the  Fire  Department  gives  to  its  members.  It  is  not 
irrelevant  to  say  that  in  any  good  or  great  work  cheerfulness  contributes 
largely  to  success.  The  meritorious  display  made  annually  by  the  Depart- 
ment has  always  been  looked  forward  to  with  joyful  anticipation,  and 
back  at  with  joyful,  pleasant  reminiscence.  Why  should  Mr.  Moneybags, 
who  goes  to  operas,  theatres,  balls,  watering-places,  mountains,  seaside 
resorts  and  fashionable  springs,  or  remains  at  home  perched  upon  the 


346 


NEW  ORLEANS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


gallery  of  an  aristocratic  club,  coldly  criticising  the  well-performed  duty 
of  brave  men,  feel  sore  and  fretful  about  the  display  of  the  4th  of  March, 
(the  firemen's  Fourth  of  July),  so  much  enjoyed  by  so  many  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  hard  working  classes  of  the  city,  who,  unlike  Moneybags, 
cannot  go  where  they  please,  when  they  please,  to  have  recreations, 
little  or  much." 

Thus  ran  the  Firemen's  own  statement  of  their  case.  Coincidently  with 
it,  they  put  in  a  voucher  for  their  efficiency  in  the  form  of  a  statement 
in  the  report  of  Chief  O'Connor  of  the  fire  losses  for  the  year  just  closed. 
Fires  had  involved  property  valued  at  $3,200,000  ;  insured  for  $2, 161,265  ; 
losses,  $712,805.  "Thus  it  will  be  seen,"  said  one  of  the  city  papers, 
"  that  the  losses  suffered  were  but  little  more  than  20  per  cent,  of  the 
whole.  It  is  not  often  taken  into  consideration,  for  it  is  not  generally 
known,  that  New  Orleans  is  an  extremely  difficult  place  to  fight  fire  in. 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  in  many  parts  of  the  city  a  great  deficiency  in 
the  water  supply.  In  the  second,  outside  of  very  contracted  limits  the 
houses  are  built  wholly  of  wood,  and  these  combustible  structures  occupy 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  built-up  area.  In  the  third  place,  the  almost 
complete  absence  of  open  alleys  makes  the  rear  of  the  buildings  and  the 
heart  of  the  blocks  entirely  inaccessible  to  the  firemen's  apparatus. 
Lofty  edifices  used  for  stores,  factories,  hotels,  and  the  like,  are  jammed 
together  as  close  as  they  can  stand,  without  any  general  or  public  access 
to  the  interior  of  the  mass  of  structures,  and  in  the  event  of  a  conflagra- 
tion the  fire  can  only  be  attacked  from  the  streets  upon  which  the  build- 
ings front.  The  task  thus  presented  to  the  fire-fighters  is  one  of  extreme 
difficulty,  and  one  they  are  not  called  on  to  encounter  to  any  great  extent 
in  any  other  large  city  in  the  country.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  the 
New  Orleans  firemen  have  made  an  excellent  record,  and  they  deserve 
full  credit  and  just  acknowledgment  for  it." 

In  a  similar  vein  of  appreciation  the  Picayune  said,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  fifty-sixth  anniversary  parade  of  the  Department,  on  the  Fourth  of 
March  following,  "Whatever  changes  the  future  may  have  in  store  for 
the  fire  service  of  New  Orleans,  nothing  that  science  and  progress  may  be 
able  to  engraft  on  it  can  take  away  the  fame  and  glory  which  the  brave 
men  in  the  fifty-six  years  of  its  history  have  gained  for  it,  or  cancel  the  obli- 
gations which  the  people  of  this  city  owe  to  the  old  Department.  What- 
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ever  may  be  future  changes  in  organization  and  improvements  in  appara- 
tus and  appliances,  there  can  never  be  found  men  to  do  the  work  who 
will  be  more  gallant  and  devoted  than  those  whose  achievements  have 
made  up  the  fifty-six  years  of  past  service." 

Meantime  the  progress  towards  a  paid  fire  department  was  rapid,  and 
by  spring  the  change  was  regarded  as  a  certainty.  <  )n  July  10,  i  s 9  r , 
the  special  committee  submitted  to  the  City  Council  its  report,  dated 
June  30th.  Acting  under  instructions  "  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  a  paid  fire  department,"  the 
special  committee  reported  that  they  had  been  unable  to  agree  as  to  the 
original  cost  or  the  annual  expenditure  necessary  for  such  a  department, 
and  begged  to  refer  the  whole  matter  back  to  the  Council.  Appended 
to  this  report  was  that  of  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
Chief  O'Connor  and  others.  They  had  before  them  three  sets  of  esti- 
mates— that  of  Chief  O'Connor,  $301,668;  that  of  Mr.  Monrose,  repre- 
senting the  Underwriters,  who  had  endeavored  to  show  that  a  paid  de- 
partment would  not  increase  the  cost  of  the  fire  service,  $213,214;  and 
that  of  the  sub-committee  itself,  $247,026.  The  sub-committee  said  of 
Chief  O'Connor's  figures,  "  It  is  evident  that  Chief  O'Connor,  whose  vast 
experience  is  contested  by  no  one,  and  whose  authority  to  speak  on  fire 
matters  is  second  to  none  in  this  city,  had  in  view  when  compiling  his 
figures  the  organization  of  a  fire  department  such  as  is  enjoyed  by  the  city 
of  New  York  and  other  large  cities  bjessed  with  plethoric  coffers.  Ab- 
solute effectiveness  and  perfection  seem  to  have  been  his  aim.  It  would 
afford  much  pleasure  to  your  sub-committee  to  be  able  to  purely  and 
simply  recommend  the  figures  of  the  Chief  and  advocate  the  adoption  of 
his  plans  by  the  city.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  financial  side  of  the 
question  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  possibility,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
of.  adopting  such  a  course.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  evident  that  Mr. 
Monrose,  in  his  anxiety  not  to  ask  from  the  city  any  further  sacrifice  in 
the  shape  of  money  outlay  for  the  fire  department,  has  endeavored  to 
limit  himself  in  his  estimate  to  figures  within  the  present  appropriation 
for  fire  purposes — Mr.  Monrose's  theory  being  that  if  the  entire  amount 
of  money  now  appropriated  by  the  city  for  fire  purposes  were  used  for 
the  payment  of  firemen,  the  sum  total  of  effectiveness  resulting  from  such 
an  outlay  would  give  to  the  city  a  service  far  superior  to  the  one  now  en- 
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joyed."  Mr.  Monrose's  theory  was  rejected  by  the  sub-committee,  in 
view  of  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  peculiar  to  fire  service  in  New  Orleans 
which  required  a  larger  force  than  he  had  provided  for.  The  committee 
therefore  recommended  something  between  the  ideal  department  esti- 
mated on  by  Chief  O'Connor  and  the  department  of  Mr.  Monrose 
trimmed  down  to  suit  the  city's  finances,  and  proposed  an  appropriation 
of  $247,026  for  its  maintenance  and  the  expenditure  of  $125,000  for  orig- 
inal equipment.  The  report  stated  frankly  that  the  Underwriters  had 
taken  a  hand  in  the  business  by  intimating  that  insurance  rates  would  be 
high  or  low  according  as  the  wishes  of  the  Underwriters  for  a  paid  de- 
partment were  or  were  not  regarded.  "  It  has  been  shown  by  the  Un- 
derwriters," said  the  report,  "  that  the  volunteer  system  has  been  done 
away  with  in  almost  every  city  of  any  magnitude  in  the  United  States, 
and  that  no  city  has  ever  returned  to  the  volunteer  system  after  having 
tried  the  pay  system." 

This  report  was  accompanied  by  a  resolution  of  the  special  commit- 
tee, offered  by  Alderman  Clark,  that  an  appropriation  of  $230,000  would 
suffice  for  an  adequate  department.  But  in  adopting  the  special  commit- 
tee's report,  the  City  Council,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Hodgson,  raised  the 
figure  for  the  annual  cost  to  $247,000  and  the  cost  of  the  apparatus  from 
$125,000  to  $155,000.  In  this  form  the  special  committee's  report  was 
adopted  by  the  Council,  and  the  first  great  step  towards  a  paid  department 
for  New  Orleans  was  taken. 

On  July  23rd,  the  special  committee  took  final  action  on  an  ordi- 
nance creating  a  paid  fire  department,  which  was  that  finally  adopted  by 
the  City  Council  September  22nd,  and  approved  by  Acting  Mayor  James 
G.  Clark  on  September  23rd.  It  provided  that,  on  the  expiration  of  the 
current  contract  with  the  F.  C.  A.  in  December,  1S91,  the  duty  of  extin- 
guishing fires  should  be  entrusted  to  a  Board  of  ten  P"ire  Commissioners 
to  be  elected  by  the  City  Council,  two  Commissioners  at  Large  to  serve 
seven  years  ;  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  to  serve  cx  officio;  and  the  other 
seven  to  retire  one  each  year,  succeeded  by  a  Commissioner  chosen  by 
the  City  Council.  The  Mayor  of  the  City  was  to  be  cx  officio  president 
of  the  Board.  Section  5  provided  that  "  The  Commissioners  shall  ap- 
point all  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  department  as  constituted  by 
this  ordinance,  but  all  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  fire  department 


Encine  C<>.  No.  iij. 

S.  Mas.',  Urlvci .      Geo.  Buurch,  Cajit.      J.  Will,  LU.nl.      K.  Schieitier,  Sloltcr.      I'.  Slock.      J.  Hell.      C.  Hensel,  Kiigiueer. 


XEW  ORLEAXS  TIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


35i 


in  the  seven  districts  shall  be  retained  in  their  present  positions  as  far  as 
practicable,  with  Thomas  O'Connor  as  Chief  of  the  seven  districts,  and 
each  of  the  other  district  Chiefs  as  district  or  assistant  engineers,"  By 
this  section  a  very  just  and  deserved  personal  tribute  was  paid  to  the  in- 
dividuals in  the  service  of  the  old  department,  and  the  best  possible  recog- 
nition was  given  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  in  respect  of 
the  quality  of  the  men  it  had  selected  to  do  its  work.  The  remaining 
sections  of  the  ordinance  followed  very  nearly  the  regulations  already  in 
force  with  the  old  department. 

The  sentiment  of  the  community  and  the  history  of  the  movement 
for  a  paid  department  were  accurately  reflected  in  the  comments  of  the 
Picayune  on  the  adoption  of  this  ordinance  in  September:  "  For  a  long 
time  there  has  been  a  steadilv  growing  desire  for  a  change  in  the  fire  ser- 
vice.  This  demand  had  not  been  so  much  based  upon  any  special  defect 
or  failure  in  the  present  service.  It  is  much  to  be  doubted  if  an)'  real  fault 
can  be  found  with  the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  extinguishing  fires 
in  this  city  has  been  conducted,  but  so  urgent  is  the  desire  for  change  that 
there  is  a  certain  feeling  of  revolt  against  any  institution  that  has  successfully 
maintained  itself  for  half  a  century  in  spite  of  all  the  forces  of  opposition 
that  could  be  brought  to  antagonize  it.  Moreover,  the  old  fire  organiza- 
tion has  been  charged  with  being  an  objectionable  political  machine,  but 
it  is  just  possible  that  the  political  power  of  the  Association  only  came  to 
be  considered  objectionable  when  it  could  not  be  controlled  for  the  benefit 
and  advancement  of  those  who  have  most  actively  sought  to  show  up  its 
shortcomings.  Latterly  there  has  been  a  strong  and  growing  demand 
among  insurance  interests  for  a  radical  change  in  the  fire  service,  and  this 
has  operated  more  than  anything  else  to  bring  about  the  revolution  which 
appears  to  have  been  finally  accomplished.  The  city  has  undertaken  to 
set  up  its  own  fire  department,  and  it  now  becomes  necessary  to  bend 
every  energy  to  make  the  essay  a  success.  No  half-hearted  measures  will 
suffice  now.  The  City  must  supply  itself  with  the  best  and  most  approved 
apparatus  and  appliances.  As  for  men,  they  can  be  found  among  the 
personnel  of  the  old  department.  The  new  fire  service  has  an  entire 
future  before  it.  The  old  has  written  its  history  in  the  annals  of  New 
Orleans  for  more  than  half  a  century  in  the  past,  and  not  a  few  passages 
in  that  history  record  the  noblest  public  service  and  acts  of  the  highest 
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heroism.  But  it  is  a  universal  fashion  to  salute  the  rising  sun.  Few 
give  any  thought  to  the  one  whose  light  is  fading,  no  matter  with  what 
golden  and  crimson  splendors  its  decadence  is  surrounded.  Let  the  city 
take  such  measures  that  there  will  be  no  reason  to  regret  the  change." 

It  remained  only  for  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  formal 
transfer  of  the  fire  service  from  the  old  to  the  new  department ;  the  pur- 
chase of  the  apparatus  by  the  city  ;  and  the  appointment  of  the  personnel 
of  the  new  department.     Until  the  newly  appointed  Fire  Commissioners 
began  their  work — which  they  did  in   December,   1 891,   the  details  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  special  committee  of  the  City  Council.  To 
this  committee  estimates  on  the  value  of  the  plant  to  be  purchased  were 
submitted.    The  appraisement  of  the  property  of  the  Firemen's  Charita- 
ble Association  amounted  to  $140,116,  of  which  $33,461  was  for  company 
property.    A  re-appraisement  on  behalf  of  the  city  reduced  these  figures 
materially,  and  a  settlement  was  effected  at  the  city's  figures,  less  a  dis- 
count of  20  per  cent.,  netting  the  F.  C.  A.  the  sum  of   $85,624,  payable 
one-third  cash  and  the  balance  in  one  and  two  years,  with  6  per  cent,  in- 
terest.   The  excellent  condition  of  the  apparatus  in  the  possession  of  the 
Association  enabled  them  to  make  a  settlement  with  the  city  on  terms 
regarded  as  favorable  under  all  the  circumstances,  incidentally  indicating 
the  good  faith  with  which  the  Association  had  lived  up  to  its  contract  to 
protect  the  city  with  first-class  apparatus.     The  new  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners were  confronted  at  the  outset  of  their  duties  with  a  difficulty 
which  had  an  important  bearing  on  the  value  of  the  financial  estimates 
prepared  during  the  preliminary  investigation  of  the  Council's  special 
committee.    The  Picayune  of  Dec.  5th  said  :  "When  the  ordinance  creat- 
ing the  new  Fire  Department  for  the  city  was  adopted,  the  City  Council 
fixed  as  a  limit  for  the  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  force  for  one 
year  a  sum  which  was  not  to  exceed  $247,000.     Now  when  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  comes  to  organize  the  force  and  to  study  its  details,  the 
inadequacy  of  the  fund  for  maintenance  is  made  apparent,  and  a  further 
appropriation  is  asked  for  of  $55,278,  making  a  total  of  $302,278.    .    .  . 
Quite  a  year  ago,  when  the  project  of  a  change  was  being  figured  on, 
Chief  O'Connor  presented  estimates  which  required  for  the  maintenance  of 
a  paid  fire  service  an  amount  of  something  over  $300,000,  say  $301,000, 
or  near  that.    It  was  rejected  as  excessive,  but  the  subsequent  estimates 
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of  the  Commissioners  exceed  that  sum  by  a  small  amount.  We  were  in- 
clined at  the  time  to  trust  the  estimate  based  on  actual  and  long  expe- 
rience, and  we  are  not  surprised  that  the  recent  demands  confirm  the  ob- 
servations then  made  by  the  Picayune.  The  city  cannot  afford  to  slight 
its  new  experiment." 

The  first  open  meeting  of  the  new  Commissioners  was  held  on  De- 
cember jth,  i Sc. i,  and  the  business  transacted  consisted  mainly  of  the 
election  of  officers  and  men  of  the  several  companies.  This  process  was 
repeated  at  successive  meetings,  until  the  force  was  complete.  Mean- 
time all  the  arrangements  were  made  for  the  actual  transfer  of  the  fire 
service  on  the  appointed  day,  and  everything  was  in  readiness  for  the 
change  when  the  fire  bells  struck  a  special  signal  at  noon  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1S91.  At  that  hour  and  at  that  signal,  the  newly  ap- 
pointed captains  stepped  into  the  engine  houses,  and  under  the  authority 
of  the  city  ordinance  took  possession  of  them  and  their  contents  in  the 
name  of  the  city.  From  that  moment,  as  the  exponent  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment of  New  Orleans,  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  ceased  to 
exist. 

The  people  and  the  press  of  the  city  gave  the  old  department  an  af- 
fectionate farewell,  and  dwelt  kindly  on  the  memories  of  the  glorious 
past.  Of  these  expressions  that  of  the  Picayune  was  typical.  "  Yester- 
day, at  noon,  the  old  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  Xew  Orleans  retired 
from  the  city  to  rest  upon  the  laurels  of  a  long  and  noble  record,  and  it 
becomes  the  press  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  community  to  express 
the  thanks  and  accord  the  encomiums  it  has  so  well  deserved.  To  the 
last  moment  of  its  career  every  man  of  that  department  stood  ready  to 
protect  the  people  and  property  of  Xew  Orleans  from  the  ravages  of  flame 
at  the  peril  of  his  life,  and  it  was  its  sad  fortune  to  add  one  more  to  the 
list  of  its  heroes  who  died  in  the  service  of  humanity,  at  the  very  last 
scene  of  its  usefulness.  Its  history,  were  it  fitly  written,  would  be  an 
epic  of  civic  devotion  which  might  well  be  commended  to  the  emulation  of 
its  successor.  Its  faults  were  incidental  to  the  system  of  its  organization, 
its  virtues  were  inherent  in  the  manhood  of  its  individual  members.  The 
change  that  has  taken  place  is  the  result  of  an  evolution  in  municipal  ad- 
ministration which  New  Orleans  has  been  slow  to  recognize,  but  to  which 
at  last  wisely  it  has  though  reluctantly  yielded."    Many  who  felt  that  the 
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change  to  a  paid  department  was  inevitable,  and  on  the  whole  desirable, 
recognized  the  fact  that  it  would  have  come  long  before  it  did,  but  for  the 
efficiency  of  the  old  volunteer  department,  which  deprived  the  advocates  of 
a  paid  system  of  specific  ground  for  displacing  it,  and  relegated  them  to  ar- 
guments based  on  general  principles  and  the  example  of  other  cities. 

But  the  Volunteer  Department  was  not  suffered  to  go  tamely  off  the 
scene  ;  Fate  had  in  reserve  for  its  final  act  a  tragedy,  an  intimation  of 
which  appears  in  the  extract  just  quoted.  A  cyclonic  storm  of  wind  and 
rain  was  the  setting  prepared  by  Nature  for  this  dramatic  close  of  the 
long  career  of  the  old  department.  One  would  have  supposed  that  such 
a  drenching  rain  would  of  itself  render  the  services  of  a  fire  department 
superfluous,  but  there  was  one  last  call  to  duty  in  reserve  for  the  Fire- 
men's Charitable  Association,  one  last  victim  to  be  offered  up  on  the  altar. 
And  that  nothing  might  be  lacking  to  emphasize  the  circumstance,  the 
fatality  came  not  from  the  ordinary  dangers  of  fire  service,  but  from  that 
insidious  enemy  of  the  fireman  which  lurked  unseen  in  the  electric  wire, 
and  the  deadly  peril  which  threatened  the  life  of  the  Chief  of  the  Depart- 
ment, cast  dead  at  his  very  feet  a  beloved  member  of  the  Chief's  own 
company. 

In  preparation  for  the  delivery  of  the  apparatus  to  the  new  department 
on  the  morrow,  the  members  of  the  old  companies  had  industriously  bright- 
ened every  piece  of  machinery  in  their  possession  on  the  14th  of  December, 
and  sat  through  the  night  in  their  engine  houses  discussing  old  times 
and  the  eventful  change  that  was  coming,  little  dreaming  that  there  was 
in  store  for  them  anything  but  the  formalities  of  the  transfer  to  the  new 
department.  The  howling  storm  without  was  in  keeping  with  the 
gloomy  feelings  with  which  they  comtemplated  the  end  of  the  old  depart- 
ment ;  but  they  hardly  contemplated  being  called  out  into  it  for  work. 
But,  at  1:40  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  an  alarm  was  sounded  from  box 
74,  calling  the  engines  to  No.  56  South  Peters  Street,  and  the  designated 
engines  rolled  out  for  their  last  fire,  with  the  expectation  of  returning 
quickly  from  a  fire  that  could  not  amount  to  much  in  such  a  torrent  of 
rain  as  was  falling.  The  engines  arrived  promptly,  and  there  was  an 
abundance  of  water,  both  from  the  fireplugs  and  the  clouds.  Yet  the 
flames  were  already  sweeping  through  the  front  doors  and  lower  win- 
dows of  the  building  and  were  filling  the  narrow  thoroughfare  with  dense 


KN'CINK  Cii.  Nn.  20. 

J110.  Cru%,  <*apl.      W  H.  S.  Inuivcr,  I. km       Wm.  Duriiml,  KnKuwcv,      J.  R.  White.      B.  Tni|.|..      1'.  H.  Mutphj,  Stt.kcr.      K.  Cataiuaro,  Driver, 


XEll'  OKLEA MS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


357 


smoke.  Streams  of  water  were  quickly  brought  to  play  on  the  fire,  and 
the  large  extension  truck  of  American  No.  2  was  brought  up  and  the  ap- 
paratus raised.  But  the  tangled  mass  of  electricity  laden  cables  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  bring  the  patent  extension  and  hose  to  bear  on 
the  buildinsf. 

Meantime,  among  the  first  of  the  engines  to  get  to  work  was  Columbia 
Xo.  5.  A  pipe  was  advanced  towards  the  fire  by  pipeman  Matthew 
Hannan.  As  he  began  to  play  on  the  fire,  he  availed  himself  of  the  near 
presence  of  his  old  friend  and  company  associate,  Chief  O'Connor,  to 
exchange  his  cloth  cap  for  a  fire  hat,  the  Chief  holding  the  pipe  while  he 
made  the  change.  While  Chief  O'Connor  held  the  nozzle,  the  stream 
came  in  contact  with  an  electric  light  wire,  upon  which  lay  a  telephone  wire 
that  had  been  burned  away,  and  suddenly  he  was  nearly  thrown  from  his 
feet  by  the  force  of  a  violent  current  of  electricity  that  passed  from  the 
wire  down  the  stream  of  water  and  through  the  nozzle  into  his  body. 
Detecting  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  the  Chief  moved  from  his  position  and 
dragged  the  hose  across  the  sidewalk  to  the  door  of  the  building, 
narrowly  missing  fresh  and  probably  fatal  contact  with  the  wire  as  he 
passed  under  it.  Just  then  Hannan  approached  to  take  the  pipe  again, 
and  had  almost  reached  the  Chief  when  his  arms,  outstretched  to  take 
the  hose,  came  in  contact  with  the  wire,  and  with  an  exclamation  of 
agon)-  he  fell  dead,  striking  as  he  fell  against  the  person  of  his  horror- 
stricken  Chief,  who  received  a  second  shock  through  Hannan's  body. 
As  soon  as  possible  the  lifeless  body  was  freed  from  the  death-dealing 
wires,  which  were  clipped,  and  was  removed  and  cared  for.  The 
momentary  terror  and  dread  lest  a  similar  fate  for  themselves  lurked  in 
these  fearful  wires  kept  the  other  men  from  their  work  for  a  few 
minutes  ;  but  presently  they  were  nerved  again,  and  in  an  hour  or  two 
they  had  put  out  the  fire.  A  second  alarm  came  from  the  same  box 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  a  fire  a  few  doors  away  from  the 
first  one  ;  and  there  again  the  wires  together  with  the  exhaustion  of  the 
men  interfered  with  the  work,  which,  however,  was  duly  accomplished. 

The  brave  man  who  was  thus  destined  to  have  his  name  borne  on  the 
long  and  honorable  list  of  victims  to  duty  in  the  old  department,  was  one 
of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  department,  and  his  death  called  forth 
expressions  of   affection  as  well  as  of    commendation,   from  all  his 
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fellows,  from  Chief  O'Connor  down.  He  was  only  thirty-five  years  of 
age,  a  fine  specimen  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  department,  and  a 
thorough  fireman.  If  anything  were  needed  to  fix  the  memory  of  the 
Volunteer  Department  in  the  public  mind  as  a  band  of  heroic  and  daring 
defenders  of  the  city's  interests,  this  lamentable  sacrifice  would  have 
sufficed  to  accomplish  it.  Through  him,  the  old  department  said  to  the 
city,  "  Thus  have  we  ever  done  ;  thus  do  we,  to  the  very  last." 

The  last  annual  meeting-  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  was 
held  two  weeks  after  this,  on  the  evening  of  December  26,  1891.  The 
memory  of  Hannan  and  of  all  the  heroes  whose  example  he  had  followed 
was  tenderly  remembered,  both  by  President  Marks  and  by  Chief 
O'Connor.  To  this  topic  was  devoted  a  considerable  part  of  the  Chief's 
final  report.  President  Marks  took  the  occasion  of  his  final  address  to 
withdraw  permanently  from  the  presidency  of  the  Association,  which  he 
had  held  continuously  from  the  time  it  took  charge  of  the  fire  department 
of  the  city,  thirty-six  years  before,  saying,  "  My  advancing  age  demands 
rest  for  my  brains  and  body.  For  thirty-six  years  I  have  endeavored  to 
labor  zealously  and  loyally  for  our  time-hallowed  organization.  I  shall 
leave  my  official  position  with  heartfelt  regret.  May  God  continue  to 
protect  and  perpetuate  our  organization."  On  the  subject  of  the  change 
in  the  department,  he  said,  "  The  dissolution  of  our  grand  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  by  the  city  government  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history 
of  the  city  that  I  feel  will  be  remembered  with  painful  regret.  I  hope 
otherwise.  My  fears  arise  from  my  long  practical  experience  in  con- 
nection with  the  management  of  the  Fire  Department.  ...  I  have 
labored  otherwise  and  used  my  influence  to  permit  the  change  to  take 
place  in  the  interest  of  the  people  and  the  important  consequences  at 
issue.  A  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  by  New  Orleans  to  the  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  which  can  never  be  paid.  Fifty-six  years  of  service, 
unequalled  by  any  similar  organization  in  this  country,  stands  forth  in 
unsullied  grandeur  for  the  admiration  of  this  community,  and  it  is 
imperishably  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  the  people.  Such  services, 
sacrifices  and  life-giving  duties  can  never  be  bought  or  paid  for.  They 
are  carried  in  the  breasts  of  brave  men  and  stamped  with  the  impress  of 
divine  direction.  The  self-imposed  duties  of  our  members  do  not  cease 
with  the  disbandment  of  the  Fire  Department.    The  Firemen's  Charit- 
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able  Association  continues  to  exist,  and  its  grand  and  sacred  objects,  so 
well  executed  in  the  past,  speak  trumpet-tongued  for  the  future.  This 
call  must  not  be  unheeded,  and  let  us  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
religiously  determined  to  perpetuate  our  beloved  Association.  The 
long  roll  of  our  dead  need  not  be  called  to  have  them  proclaim,  in 
spiritual  voices,  '  Stand  by  your  record  and  the  memory  of  your  deceased 
members.' " 

At  this  meeting  the  financial  arrangements  made  with  the  city  were 
reported,  and  steps  were  taken  to  release  the  sureties  of  the  Association 
under  the  expired  contract  from  further  liability.  An  outline  was  sub- 
mitted of  the  proposed  changes  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
Association,  adapting  it  to  its  new  work  as  a  purely  Charitable  Associa- 
tion. The  adjournment  of  this  meeting  terminated  the  connection  of 
the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  with  the  Fire  Department  of 
Xew  Orleans. 


CHAPTER  X. 


FIREMEN'S  ANNIVERSARIES,  CELEBRATIONS  AND  CONTESTS. 

The  Social  Spirit  Characteristic  of  Firemen — A  Contribution  to  City 
Gaiety  and  Department  Efficiency— The  Fourth  of  March 
Parade — Preparations  and  Peculiar  Features— Firemen  in  Civic 
Celebrations — Trials  and  Champion  Contests — The  "  Horns  " — 
The  "Eagle  "—A  Mid-Century  "  Washing-Match  "—New  Orleans 
and  Mobile— State  Fair  Trials — Thirtieth  Anniversary  of  the 
Department — Firemen's  Festivals — "  Blue  Ribbon  "  Contests  and 
"  Blue  Ribbon  Fever  " — A  Caricature  Tournament — The  Christen- 
ing of  Engines — A  Record-Breaking  Year — A  Trip  to  the  North 
— Famous  Fire  Department  Horse  Races — The  Value  of  Fun  to  the 
Fire  Department. 

O  class  of  men  have  realized  better  than  the  firemen  of  this  coun- 
try the  truth  of  the  adage,  "  All  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a 
dull  boy."  The  volunteer  fire  service  has  shared  this  feature  with 
the  volunteer  military  service,  and  it  has  always  been  true  of  the 
soldier  or  the  fire  laddie  off  duty,  that  he  was  ready  for  a  good  time,  and 
generally  managed  to  have  it.  In  large  measure  this  has  been  due  to  the 
superior  grade  of  men  who  have  enlisted  in  this  service  ;  for,  besides  being 
men  who  are  alert  for  duty  and  bravely  chivalrous  in  the  discharge  of  it,  they 
have  also  been  men  who  had  many  resources  within  themselves  for  their 
leisure  time,  with  plenty  of  invention  for  their  amusements  and  plenty  of 
high  animal  spirits  for  the  enjoyment  of  them.  Much  of  the  popularity  of 
the  volunteer  fire  service  all  over  the  country  seems  to  have  come  from 
the  attractions  of  the, social  life  connected  with  it ;  and  no  truer  friend- 
ships were  ever  formed  between  man  and  man  than  those  which  were 
founded  on  the  close  personal  intercourse  between  members  of  the  same 
fire  department,  who  not  only  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  moment 
of  clanger  and  death,  and  met  over  the  council-board,  but  also  shared  the 
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delights  of  the  gayer  phases  of  their  common  life  as  firemen  or  worked 
side  by  side  in  their  company  team  in  a  firemen's  contest. 

These  festive  features  of  the  firemen's  career  contributed  immeasur- 
ably to  the  gaiety  of  the  city,  and  both  at  the  annual  stated  celebrations 
of  the  department  and  at  the  occasional  events  to  which  the  generous 
rivalries  of  the  men  gave  rise,  the  public  in  general  was  a  deeply  interested 
party.  It  will  hardly  be  realized  to  what  an  extent  this  feature  of  the 
old  volunteer  department  interested  the  public,  until  one  considers  that 
there  were  more  than  1000  active  firemen  and  an  equal  number  of  ex- 
empts, each  with  his  friends  and  his  family  personally  identified  with  and 
deeply  absorbed  in  every  event  of  the  kind.  When  to  these  many  thou- 
sands were  added  the  countless  numbers  to  whom  these  displays  were  a 
great  spectacle,  comparable  only  to  the  public  games  of  the  Greeks  and 
the  Romans,  and  those  others  who  saw  in  them  a  sort  of  grand  review  of  the 
city's  effective  forces  and  took  courage  from  this  display  of  their  numbers 
and  character,  we  have  covered  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  as  to  be  able  to  understand  why  these  public  appearances  of 
the  firemen  not  only  afforded  a  healthy  amusement  but  also  were  produc- 
tive of  a  great  public  benefit. 

The  grandest  and  most  noted  of  the  Fire  Department  celebrations 
were  the  famous  Fourth  of  March  parades,  in  honor  of  the  recurring  an- 
niversaries of  the  establishment  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Associa- 
tion in  1834.  These  began  quite  early  in  the  history  of  the  department, 
and  were  always  made  as  splendid  as  possible  ;  although  of  course  in  the 
very  early  days,  when  the  companies  were  few  and  the  spirit  of  rivalry  had 
not  yet  sought  expression  in  a  lively  competition  for  the  finest  decora- 
tions and  display,  there  was  no  such  magnificence  as  New  Orleans  became 
accustomed  to  in  later  years.  But  when  the  annual  event  had  become 
firmly  established,  and  the  companies  flourished  with  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  F.  C.  A.,  there  were  great  doings  in  preparation  for  the 
annual  parade. 

In  the  first  place,  the  most  careful  attention  was  given  to  the  decora- 
tion and  beautifying  of  the  engines.  Every  shining  part  was  polished 
like  a  mirror,  and  silver  plating  was  renewed  if  there  was  the  slightest 
excuse  for  it.  The  engines  were  newly-painted,  and  particular  attention 
was  given  to  the  wheels,  in  the  painting  of  which  large  sums  of  money 
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were  expended.  The  night  before  the  parade,  the  men  were  at  work 
giving  the  last  touches  to  the  resplendent  machines,  and  woe  betide  them 
if,  just  as  they  had  finished  their  work,  an  alarm  of  fire  called  them  out 
into  the  muddy  streets,  and  they  had  to  sit  up  all  night  to  make  their 
engine  shine  again  !  But  they  never  hesitated  to  do  the  work  over  if  it 
was  required.  Then  they  took  down  their  trophies  of  various  kinds  from 
the  walls  of  the  engine  house,  and  mounted  them  on  the  engine — awards 
won  in  many  contests,  trumpets,  horns,  ribbons,  sets  of  silver  plate — and 
as  time  went  on  and  these  trophies  accumulated,  they  could  make  only  a 
selection  of  the  most  recent  or  the  most  distinguishing  of  all  their  evi- 
dences of  gallant  victories  won.  The  work  was  not  all  done  in  the  engine 
houses  either  ;  for  the  fireman  is  proverbially  a  favorite  with  the  fair  sex, 
and  the  hands  of  his  wife  or  sister,  or  some  other  fellow's  sister,  were 
always  busily  engaged  in  preparing  special  adornments  for  the  engine, 
to  add  to  its  beauty  on  the  great  day  of  the  parade.  Wreaths  of 
flowers  to  be  used  as  garlands,  rosettes  for  the  horses,  bouquets  both  big 
and  little,  for  men  and  machines,  streamers  of  bunting  and  banners  of 
silk,  some  of  them  intricate  pieces  of  exquisite  needle-work,  were  among 
the  contributions  of  the  ladies  to  the  general  appearance  of  festivity. 

There  were  pyramids  of  variegated  flowers  to  rise  from  the  smoke 
stacks;  or  urns  surmounted  with  massive  bouquets  or  plumes  in  which 
silver  and  gold  were  freely  intermingled  ;  silk  cushions  for  the  driver's  seat ; 
saddles  of  colored  satin  for  the  fire  horses  ;  every  conceivable  design  that 
could  be  fashioned  from  stuffs  and  flowers  by  cunning  hands,  went  into  the 
decoration  of  the  engines.  Above  all,  it  was  common  to  see  perched  the 
company  emblem,  whether  the  Eagle,  the  Dove,  the  figure  of  Hope  or 
Columbia,  or  the  portrait  of  some  martyr  of  whom  only  the  name  remained 
as  an  inspiration  to  those  who  followed  his  example  and  in  his  path. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day,  the  streets  were  alive  with  people,  hurry- 
ing to  get  well  placed  for  the  sight,  or  proceeding  more  leisurely  to  the 
places  specially  reserved  for  them  on  the  galleries  along  the  route  of  the 
procession.  At  this  hour  the  Grand  Marshal  and  his  assistants — always 
from  members  of  high  rank  in  the  Department — were  proceeding  to  their 
headquarters  at  the  Clay  Statue,  from  which  point  orders  calculated  to 
expedite  the  forming  of  the  line  were  sent  out  in  various  directions. 
From  time  to  time  strains  of  music  heard  from  a  distance  would  announce 
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the  coming  of  an  engine  company — for  each  company  procured  its  own 
band — and  the  crowd  would  break  and  the  bright  colors  of  the  uniforms 
and  the  gaily-decked  engine  would  come  into  view.  All  was  excitement 
and  bustle  during  these  preliminaries.  Music  on  every  hand,  crowds 
surging-  to  and  fro,  and  constant  accessions  to  the  formation  of  the  parade. 
A  pleasing  contrast  of  color  was  afforded  by  the  differing  uniforms  of 
the  men,  the  companies  appearing  each  in  its  own  color  or  combination 
of  colors,  presenting  a  kaleidoscopic  effect  not  possible  when  the  uniforms 
are  all  alike,  even  if  they  happen  to  be  all  firemen's  red.  As  the  time 
approaches  when  the  parade  is  ordered  to  move,  the  work  of  the  busy 
marshals  appears  in  the  orderly  arrangement  of  the  companies  in  line, 
and  all  is  ready,  when  at  the  appointed  hour  the  signal  is  given  by  twelve 
strokes  on  the  fire  alarm  bell  in  the  different  stations,  and  at  the  word 
of  command  the  procession  moves. 

Then  begins  an  interest  quite  different  from  that  excited  merely 
by  a  spectacle  of  uniformed  men  moving  to  martial  music  ;  for,  as  the 
successive  sections  of  the  procession  pass  by,  there  is  much  that  is  novel 
to  look  for  and  much  that  is  admirable  to  comment  on.  The  advanced 
officials,  handsomely  mounted  and  bearing'  themselves  well,  come  in  for 
their  own  appreciative  welcome,  and  one  after  another,  a  Department 
hero  or  a  popular  fireman,  known  to  everybody  in  the  city,  is  lustily 
cheered  and  saluted  by  name.  As  the  companies  pass  in  order,  the 
greatest  interest  is  excited  by  the  adornment  of  their  engines  and  horses. 
Great  towering  pyramids  of  flowers,  festoons  hanging  from  every  avail- 
able point  on  the  engine,  the  silver  plate,  the  gold  "horns,"  and  other 
well-remembered  trophies,  banners  of  beauty  and  significance,  and  now 
and  then  a  little  girl,  prettily  dressed  and  sitting  like  a  fairy  in  the  driver's 
seat — all  are  eagerly  pointed  out  and  loudly  applauded.  Man}-  of  the 
horses  in  the  service  of  the  Department  were  heroes  on  their  own  account, 
and  many  of  them  had  "  records"  to  be  proud  of,  won  on  the  track  at  the 
Firemen's  Festival,  and  bore  their  own  blue  ribbons  in  honor  of  their  vic- 
tories. The  public  did  not  lose  sight  of  these  favorites  either,  and  gave 
them  the  welcome  they  deserved.  All  the  horses  were  especially  groomed 
and  bedecked  for  the  day  ;  their  tails  and  mane  were  plaited  and  interwo- 
ven with  bright  ribbons  ;  rosettes  and  streaming  ribbons  depended  from 
their  headstalls  ;  harness  mounted  in  gold  and  silver  added  to  the  really 
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splendid  appearance  of  these  noble  animals  which  were  a  distinct  feature 
of  the  whole  display. 

It  was  through  a  tumultuous  and  vociferous  multitude  of  spectators 
that  the  procession  made  its  way  over  the  route  designated.  Crowds 
came  from  other  cities  to  witness  the  event,  and  many  came  accompany- 
ing the  visiting  fire  companies  from  other  cities,  of  which  there  were 
nearly  always  representatives  in  the  annual  parades.  The  parade  ended, 
the  line  was  dismissed,  and  the  engines  were  taken  back  separately  to 
their  houses.  But  the  day  was  over  only  for  these  inanimate  participants, 
not  for  the  men.  There  was  an  interval  during  which  opportunity  was 
afforded  for  a  few  words  of  felicitation  from  the  ladies,  before  it  was  neces- 
sary to  adjourn  to  the  festivities  with  which  the  firemen  brought  the  day 
to  a  close.  Hitherto  they  had  celebrated  as  a  department  ;  but  now  they 
separated  into  companies,  each  company  spreading  its  sumptuous  supper 
table  where  it  would.  The  public  rooms  of  the  city  were  taxed  to  accom- 
modate all  the  revellers,  and  in  many  quarters  of  the  city  there  was  the 
sound  of  revelry  until  far  into  the  night.  On  these  occasions  oppor- 
tunity was  found  for  the  bestowal  of  some  recognition  of  a  comrade  whom 
the  men  wanted  to  honor  ;  and  the  day  of  the  annual  parade  was  marked 
by  many  presentations  of  testimonials  to  a  popular  leader.  Trumpets, 
services  of  silver,  watches,  badges,  were  in  this  way  and  on  this  occasion 
handed  into  the  possession  of  some  worthy  members  of  the  department. 
At  times  these  presentations  took  place  on  the  public  street,  during  the 
interval  before  the  procession  moved — more  than  one  astonished  fireman 
having  been  suddenly  confronted  by  a  delegation  armed  with  a  speech 
and  a  testimonial,  the  ordeal  of  responding  to  which  he  had  to  undergo 
on  the  spot. 

In  all  the  preparations  for  this  great  day  in  the  annals  of  the  Fire 
Department,  the  men  were  generously  lavish  of  expenditure,  and  a 
rivalry  was  finally  developed  among  the  companies  as  to  which  should 
make  the  smartest  appearance  on  the  street  on  that  day.  For  music,  for 
decorations,  for  new  uniforms,  and  for  the  elaborate  re-decoration  of  their 
engines,  the  companies  spent  in  the  aggregate  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  furnished  the  people  of  the  city  with  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
exceptional  displays  known  to  it.  What  this  means  will  be  understood 
by  those  who  know  what  an  unusual  capacity  New  Orleans  has  for 
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providing  and  appreciating"  spectacular  struct  parades.  Probably  in  no  city 
in  the  country  is  this  art  better  developed  and  understood  than  here. 
The  public  interest  in  the  firemen's  annual  parade  was  equalled  by  only 
one  other  affair  of  the  year,  and  that  was  the  Mardi  Gras  processions. 
It  was  worth  the  firemen's  while,  therefore,  to  take  some  pains  and  spend 
some  money  on  a  display  that  was  so  sure  to  receive  an  appreciative  and 
understanding-  welcome  from  the  people;  and  outside  of  New  Orleans 
that  could  hardly  have  been  expected. 

While  the  firemen  reserved  their  greatest  efforts  for  their  own  anni- 
versary, they  were  always  to  be  counted  on  to  contribute  by  their 
presence  to  any  public  demonstration  in  which  their  appearance  was 
desirable.  In  the  great  civic  parades  they  were  a  conspicuous  feature. 
They  assisted  at  the  celebrations  when  the  Clay  and  Jackson  statues 
were  unveiled  ;  they  formed  a  part  of  the  solemn  pageant  at  the  ob- 
sequies of  President  Garfield,  those  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  others  in 
whose  honor  processions  have  moved  through  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  Too  often  has  the  public  appearance  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment been  occasioned  by  the  heroic  death  at  the  post  of  duty  of  one  or 
more  of  their  own  number.  Thus  in  its  tragedies  as  well  as  its  joyous 
celebrations,  did  the  department  pageantry  become  familiar  to  tin- 
citizens. 

Yet  it  was  not  only  in  procession  in  the  streets  that  the  fire  laddies 
made  their  public  appearance  on  gala  occasions.  The  department 
tournaments  at  the  Fair  Grounds,  their  contests  at  the  State  and 
Agricultural  Fairs,  their  Firemen's  Festivals,  sometimes  lasting  three 
days  and  sometimes  running  over  a  longer  period  of  time,  are  events  king 
remembered  by  those  who  witnessed  them.  The  proficiency  of  the  fire- 
men in  their  own  calling  and  also  in  the  various  lines  of  athletic 
sports  rendered  the  contests  between  them  most  exciting,  and  the 
announcement  of  these  trials  was  sure  to  bring  great  crowds  to  the 
grounds.  Then  there  was  a  generous  rivalry  among  the  companies  with 
respect  to  the  merits  of  their  several  fire  horses  ;  and  some  of  these 
gained  quite  a  renown  for  the  pace  at  which  they  got  around  the  track  at 
the  Fair  Grounds,  both  with  and  without  a  hose  carriage  behind  them. 
Some  of  the  department  festal  outings  were  held  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  city — not  merely  the  long  trips  to  other  States,  from  which  they 


368 


NEW  ORLEANS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


brought  home  new  laurels  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  carried 
themselves  abroad,  but  to  points  not  too  far  from  the  city  to  make  an 
easy  excursion.  Such  excursions  were  favorite  expedients  for  Fourth  of 
July  celebrations.  At  times  companies  would  visit  neighboring  cities, 
and  then,  in  return  for  a  royal  welcome,  they  would  have  their  hosts 
come  to  New  Orleans,  and  there  would  be  no  end  of  festivities  in  honor 
of  the  guests. 

The  greatest  stress,  however,  seems  to  have  been  laid  on  those  con- 
tests between  the  companies  which  tested  their  efficiency  as  firemen  ; 
and  whether  it  was  a  trial  at  the  Fair  Grounds,  which  included  running  a 
hand-engine  a  certain  distance,  running  out  hose  and  getting  water 
started,  or  the  trial  of  a  steamer  at  a  busy  corner  of  a  public  thorough- 
fare in  the  city,  testing  the  skill  of  the  engineers  and  pipemen,  as  well  as 
the  vigor  of  the  machinery,  the  keenest  efforts  were  put  forth  in  these 
tests  of  professional  proficiency,  and  the  trophies  won  in  them  were 
among  the  proudest  possessions  of  an  engine  company. 

Beside  these  more  vigorous  and  spectacular  events,  there  were 
other  firemen's  festivities,  which  partook  rather  of  a  social  nature. 
Whenever  a  new  engine  house  was  occupied,  or  an  old  one  fixed  up,  the 
proper  thing  was  a  house-warming,  at  which  there  were  many  guests  and 
about  as  much  attention  paid  to  speech-making  as  to  the  accompanying 
eating  and  drinking.  But  the  firemen  were  too  essentially  ladies'  men  to 
limit  their  festivities  to  "  stag  "  affairs.  Fancy  dress  and  masquerade  balls 
were  quite  a  feature  of  the  firemen's  winter  amusements,  and  very 
splendid  affairs  some  of  them  were.  The  whole  Department  were  at 
times  the  sponsors  of  these  affairs,  while  some  of  them  were 
company  entertainments.  Altogether,  the  firemen  did  a  very  handsome 
part  in  providing  the  social  entertainments  of  a  season.  The 
ladies  returned  these  compliments  from  time  to  time  as  they  had  oppor- 
tunities, by  furnishing  some  desirable  trophy  at  their  fairs,  to  be  presented 
to  the  company  which  received  the  most  votes  from  the  visitors  at  the 
fair.  Some  of  these  voting  contests  developed  a  considerable  rivalry 
among  the  leading  contestants,  and  the  attendance  at  the  fairs  was  con- 
siderably increased  by  the  zeal  with  which  the  friends  of  the  contesting 
companies  appeared  to  vote  for  their  favorites. 

In  many  ways  the  firemen  showed  their  appreciation   of  what  the 
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ladies  did  for  them,  beyond  the  giving  of  public  entertainments.  After 
the  annual  Fourth  of  March  parade,  there  were  numerous  presentations 
to  ladies  on  behalf  of  engine  companies,  in  recognition  of  pretty  feminine 
attentions  at  the  time  of  the  celebration,  such  as  weaving  a  garland, 
making  a  banner,  and  in  various  ways  and  with  feminine  arts  contribu- 
ting to  the  success  of  the  company  display  in  the  parade.  Pieces  of 
jewelry,  cunningly  designed  and  skillfull)-  fashioned  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  firemen  in  the  remembrance  of  the  fair  one,  and  other  things 
of  value  and  interest,  were  selected  for  this  purpose,  and  the  papers  for 
several  days  after  the  parade  would  contain  notice  of  presentations  of 
this  kind.  One  of  the  most  charming  ceremonies  connected  with  the 
lighter  side  of  fire  department  life  was  the  christening  of  a  new  engine  by 
some  fair  lady.  Xot  seldom  was  the  name  of  a  lady  chosen  as  the 
honored  title  of  a  new  engine,  which  was  duly  brought  forth  for  inspection 
before  her  residence,  and  there,  with  addresses  on  the  lady's  behalf  from 
gentlemen  representing  her,  and  appropriate  remarks  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  the  ceremony  of  formal  christening  was  performed. 

In  token  of  various  victories  in  manly  contests  among  the  firemen, 
there  were  certain  emblems  the  possession  of  which  marked  their  bearers 
as  the  champions  in  certain  lines  of  competition.  Among  these  were  the 
champion  "eagle"  of  Xo  7,  the  "horns  "and  the  blue  ribbon.  This 
latter  emblem  appears  to  have  been  variously  bestowed,  and  to  have 
been  a  general  symbol  of  Championship,  the  claiming  and  displaying  of 
which  by  a  company  was  in  itself  a  challenge  to  any  other  company  to 
defeat  the  wearer's  title  to  it. 

The  origin  of  the  "Champion  Horns,"  over  the  possession  of  which 
there  were  so  many  contests,  both  in  racing  horses  and  in  throwing 
water  by  the  big  steam  engines,  appears  to  have  dated  from  just  before 
the  war.  At  that  time  a  coast  packet,  the  Duncan  F.  Kcnncr,  which 
lay  at  the  wharf,  caught  fire,  and  the  department  was  summoned  to  the 
rescue.  Among  the  articles  saved  from  the  packet  was  a  fine  pair  of 
buck  horns,  handsomely  mounted,  and  these  the  boys  of  Mississippi  No.  2 
quietly  appropriated  as  their  particular  property.  But,  in  order  to  give 
the  rest  of  the  department  a  chance  to  hold  them,  and  with  them  the  cham- 
pionship as  an  emblem  of  which  they  were  endowed  by  their  possessors, 
they  put  them  up  as  a  prize  for  any  company  to  take  that  could  beat  them 
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at  throwing  water.  About  1869  Volunteer  No.  1  proposed  to  try  con- 
clusions with  No.  2  on  this  point,  and  $1000  a  side  was  put  up  as  stakes, 
to  go  along  with  the  horns.  No.  2  came  off  the  victor  in  this  contest, 
and  pocketed  the  $1000,  besides  retaining  the  victor's  horns.  Theengine 
securing  this  victory  was  christened  "  Lacly  Blessey,"  in  honor  of  the  wife 
of  Emmanuel  Blessey.  Tor  five  years  the  title  of  No.  2  to  the  cham- 
pionship was  undisputed.  But  in  1873,  as  has  been  mentioned,  the  big 
record  made  by  Eagle  No.  7's  new  engine,  "  James  Campbell,"  aroused 
the  spirit  of  rivalry  once  more  ;  and  Creole  No.  9  having  an  engine  of 
which  they  thought  great  things,  made  an  attempt  to  beat  No.  2's  record 
and  take  the  horns.  So,  on  Aug.  23,  they  wheeled  the  engine  down  to 
Magazine  and  Gravier  Streets,  and  put  her  to  the  test,  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  assemblage,  with  Thomas  McCormick,  No.  6  ;  D.  McCarthy, 
No.  12  ;  and  George  V.  Bevans,  No.  18,  as  judges.  The  result  was  emi- 
nently satisfactory,  for  under  differing  conditions  they  made  throws  of 
301  feet,  311  feet,  9  1-2  inches,  and  308  feet,  7  inches.  The  second 
throw,  being  an  inch  and  a  half  ahead  of  No.  2's  record  of  311  feet,  8  in- 
ches, was  claimed  by  No.  9  as  entitling  them  to  the  championship  and 
the  horns.  But  No.  2  disputed  this,  inasmuch  as  the  two  throws  were 
not  under  the  same  conditions,  No.  2  having  used  100  feet  of  hose  and  No. 
9  only  50  feet  of  hose  ;  while  No.  9  claimed  that  a  compensating  difference 
in  the  nozzles  and  their  use  of  well  water  which  was  heavier  than  the 
high-tide  river  water  used  by  No.  2,  made  up  the  differences  and  balanced 
matters.  The  controversy  waged  long  and  earnest,  and  finally  the  ques- 
tion was  submitted  to  Wilkes  Spirit  of  the  Times,  the  editor  of  which, 
after  carefully  weighing  the  very  full  statement  of  the  facts  submitted, 
decided  as  follows  : 

"  It  is  very  difficult  to  determine  matters  of  this  nature  satisfactorily. 
Trials  between  fire  engines  should  always,  when  possible,  take  place  on 
the  same  day  and  under  the  same  circumstances.  From  the  above  state- 
ment we  consider  the  performances  of  Mississippi  No.  2  the  better  of  the 
two,  and  in  this  opinion  we  are  sustained  by  a  number  of  old  New  York 
firemen  of  large  experience  and  fine  judgment." 

Thus  the  victory  and  the  horns  still  remained  with  No.  2.  But  in  the 
meantime,  No.  7's  new  steamer  had  gotten  into  her  best  shape,  and  the 
conqueror  that  was  to  deprive  No.  2  of  the  horns  awaited  only  the  fitting 
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opportunity  of  taking  them  from  her.  No.  7's  record  of  314  feet  7  inches, 
made  on  Sept.  14,  and  which  the  judges,  J.  Lipman,  No.  13,  M.  \Y. 
Cloney,  No.  14,  and  S.  F.  Parmelee,  Protector  No.  2,  (of  Jefferson  City), 
said:  "We  consider  her  entitled  to  the  championship  of  the  United 
States  through  100  feet  hose  and  1  1-2  inch  nozzle  ;  "  and  her  subsequent 
record  of  320  feet,  2  inches  on  Sept.  28,  has  been  mentioned  before. 
This  last  feat  of  No.  7's  did  not  quite  settle  the  controversy;  for  No.  9 
thought  they  had  an  engine  full)'  capable  of  getting  away  with  the  horns. 
To  put  an  end  to  the  talk  to  this  effect,  No.  7  issued  a  challenge,  wager- 
ing $250  that  No.  7  could  raise  steam  and  force  water  through  100  feet 
of  hose  in  less  time  than  No.  9,  both  engines  to  come  on  the  ground  with 
cold  boilers  and  to  fill  from  the  plug  ;  and  another  $250  that  No.  7  could 
throw  farther  than  No.  9  out  of  100  feet  of  hose.  This  was  in  October. 
No.  9  made  some  attempts  to  compete  on  this  basis  ;  but  beyond  her 
making  steam  in  the  short  time  of  2:07  1-4,  it  is  not  recorded  that  either 
this  company  or  any  other  ever  did  anything  in  the  way  of  throwing  water 
on  a  wager  that  could  take  the  horns  out  of  the  possession  of  the  ever  vic- 
torious No.  2. 

Mention  has  been  briefly  made,  in  the  history  of  Eagle  No.  7,  of 
the  occasion  of  its  winning  the  champion  eagle  and  the  name  that  went 
with  it  in  token  of  the  championship.  To  complete  the  story,  some 
further  details  should  appropriateh' be  told  here.  In  1S43,  when  this 
affair  occurred,  New  Orleans  was  a  very  different  looking  city  from  that 
we  behold  in  these  latter  days.  I  )<nvn  on  what  is  now  Old  Levee  Street 
there  stood  a  row  of  one-story  shanties,  all  eating  or  drinking  places  for 
the  men  whose  business  brought  them  to  that  vicinity.  In  front  of  these 
shanties  stood  a  long  trough  which  was  kept  filled  with  water,  at  which 
the  draymen  and  teamsters  could  water  their  horses,  while  they  regaled 
themselves  with  .the  special  facilities  offered  for  their  refreshment. 
They  got  a  good  square  lunch,  a  cigar,  and  a  drink  of  old  style  "red-eye  " 
whiskey,  all  for  five  cents.  The  square  on  which  the  Custom  House  was 
afterwards  built  was  surrounded  by  a  high  brick  wall,  looking  not  unlike 
a  fortification.  In  the  centre  of  it  stood  a  two-story  house  where  the 
Federal  Court  was  held  and  the  customs  were  collected.  In  the  space  at 
the  corner  of  Peters  Street  there  stood  a  tall  flag-staff,  and  on  the  top  of 
this  Mayor  Freret  placed  the  stuffed  eagle  which  he  designed  to  stimu- 
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late  the  members  of  the  fire  department  to  emulation,  to  show  which 
company  could  demonstrate  its  superiority  in  the  art  of  throwing  water 
to  a  distance,  and  the  reward  for  this  was  to  be  the  titular  championship  of 
the  department  and  the  right  to  bear  the  name  as  well  as  the  emblem 
of  the  eagle. 

It  would  of  course  be  impossible  to  print  a  complete  record  of  all 
the  contests  engaged  in  by  the  Department,  and  very  likely  it  would  be 
found  to  have  lost  some  of  its  interest  with  the  lapse  of  time.  But  it  is 
quite  worth  while  to  recall  from  the  company  books  and  the  old  files  of 
newspapers  a  few  examples  which  will  give  an  idea  of  the  character  of  all. 

The  contests  were  not  all  between  the  companies  of  the  home  de- 
partment. As  early  as  1854  there  was  a  notable  "washing"  match 
between  Washington  No.  8  of  Mobile  and  Neptune  No.  4  of  New 
Orleans.  Now,  this  Mobile  company  was  the  crack  organization  of  all 
the  South,  noted  throughout  the  country  for  its  prowess  and  for  the  ex- 
cellent discipline  and  training  which  had  rendered  it  invincible  hitherto. 
And  it  was  regarded  as  a  rather  bold  venture  for  Neptune  No.  4  to  take 
up  the  challenge  which  No.  8  of  Mobile  published  in  the  papers,  for  any 
Southern  fire  company  to  try  conclusions  with  it  and  play  through  the 
butt  and  four  lengths  of  hose,  to  give  and  receive  water  for  five  minutes, 
unless  "  washed  "  sooner — all  for  a  $500  cup.  Neptune  4  published  an 
acceptance  of  this  challenge  on  the  12th  of  April,  1854,  naming  New 
Orleans  as  the  place  for  the  event.  There  was  some  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  Mobile  company  to  leaving  its  own  city,  mainly  on  the  ground 
that  they  did  not  intend  that  the  effect  of  their  challenge  should  be  to 
drag  them  all  over  the  South,  to  any  small  town  that  might  contain  a 
foolhardy  engine  company.  But  the  obvious  propriety  of  making  an  ex- 
ception in  favor  of  the  metropolis  of  the  South,  and  the  assurance  of  a 
hearty  welcome  and  a  good  time,  seem  to  have  overcome  all  obstacles, 
and  the  match  was  fixed  for  Monday,  May  22,  1854,  at  New  Orleans. 

The  excitement  over  this  event  is  described  in  the  chronicles  of  the 
time  as  comparable  only  to  that  over  the  great  race  between  the  Le- 
compte  and  Lexington,  which  had  occurred  a  few  weeks  before,  in  which 
the  former  horse  had  broken  the  four-mile  record.  For,  although  there- 
was  little  doubt  felt  by  anyone  that  the  highly  trained  men  of  Mobile 
would  win,  the  mere  pluck  of  the  Neptune  men  in  coming  to  the  scratch 
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against  them  aroused  the  deepest  interest.  The  Mobilians  shared  the 
general  confidence  that  they  would  win,  and  their  partisans  offered  300  to 
100  on  them.  But  with  extraordinary  chivalry,  the  New  Orleans  men  de- 
clined the  odds  and  insisted  on  betting  even.  This  was  true  pluck,  for 
the  one-hundred  and  twenty  men  who  accompanied  the  Alabama  machine 
were  a  fine  looking  company  and  appeared  to  deserve  their  reputation. 
Their  motto  on  their  tire-hats,  "  Here  We  Are,  "  seemed  indicative  of 
a  confidence  that  they  only  needed,  like  Cesar,  to  come  and  see  and 
conquer. 

The  match  was  to  take  place  at  the  Lake  End  of  the  shell  road,  and 
there  at  the  appointed  hour  met  the  contestants,  the  crowds  of  spectators 
and  the  judges,  John  Adams  and  Henry  Guyol  for  New  Orleans,  and 
Messrs.  Hutchinson  and  Woodward  for  Mobile.  Foreman  John  Kennedy 
of  Neptune  No.  4  and  Blount  Saltzman  of  Washington  No.  S  set  their 
men  at  work  for  the  final  preparations,  and  at  five  in  the  afternoon  all  was 
ready  for  the  test.  The  signal  was  given,  the  Mobile  machine  standing  on 
the  bank  of  the  Canal  and  Neptune  4  in  front  of  the  hotel,  about  one 
hundred  yards  away,  the  former  set  to  "wash  "  the  latter.  If  there  had 
been  excitement  beforehand,  it  was  multiplied  many  times,  now  that  the 
men  were  at  work  and  the  ;j rim  determination  of  the  home  team  was 
evident  in  their  set  faces.  The  contestants  ceased  playing  when  the 
signal  flag  dropped  at  the  end  of  five  minutes,  and  a  mighty  shout  went 
up  when  the  judges  announced  that  No.  4  had  reduced  the  water  in  their 
tank  by  more  than  an  inch  during  the  struggle,  thus  winning  the  first 
event.  The  betting  that  took  place  between  this  and  the  next  trial  was 
of  a  very  different  character,  those  who  had  placed  their  money  on  the 
visitors  seeking  every  opportunity  to  hedge  ;  and  yet  the  possible  su- 
perior staying  powers  of  the.  celebrated  Mobilians  was  an  element  that 
was  not  forgotten  in  the  general  excitement  over  the  unexpected  result 
of  the  first  trial. 

For  the  second  event,  the  machines  changed  position,  and  the  sun 
had  set  when  the  pumping  was  renewed,  Neptune  4  having  this  time  the 
task  of  washing  their  opponents.  A  false  start  which  necessitated  a  new 
beginning  did  not  conduce  to  the  quieting  of  the  excitement,  which  was 
intense.  A  good  start  was  finally  made,  and  the  men  worked  the  brakes 
with  a  concentrated  effort,  the  one  side  determined  to  retain  their  advan- 


378 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


tage  and  the  other  wildly  endeavoring  to  retrieve  their  reputation.  Be- 
fore the  five  minutes  were  up,  the  foreman  of  the  Mobile  company  gave 
the  signal  for  his  men  to  cease  pumping,  and  an  examination  by  the 
judges  showed  that  there  were  twelve  inches  of  water  in  the  tank  of  No.  8's 
machine.  New  Orleans  again  had  won  over  the  acknowledged  champions 
of  the  South  !  The  scene  that  followed  baffled  description,  and  the  vic- 
torious Neptunes  were  treated  to  an  ovation  such  as  has  rarely  been  seen. 
The  disappointment  to  the  champions  from  Mobile  was  very  great,  and 
there  was  some  discussion  concerning  an  alleged  irregularity  in  the  test ; 
but  the  New  Orleans  men  generously  conceded  that  their  victory  was 
due  rather  to  a  superiority  in  their  machine  than  to  the  prowess  of  the 
men  who  worked  it,  and  dissension  was  soon  lost  in  fraternal  commjng- 
lino-  of  the  flowing  bowl  and  suitable  accessories — although  it  was  nec- 
essary  to  leave  the  Lake  End  to  get  them,  for  the  joyous  crowd  from  the 
city  had  drunk  the  place  dry  in  bumpers  to  the  victorious  men  of  Nep- 
tune 4. 

Among  the  public  exhibitions  of  the  firemen,  none  have  been  more 
interesting  than  those  given  in  connection  with  the  State  Fairs.  At 
these  times  the  companies  have  illustrated  for  the  benefit  of  the  multi- 
tudes of  citizens  gathered  at  the  Fair  Grounds  the  various  workings  and 
handling  of  their  engines,  giving  trials  of  speed  and  of  power,  such  as 
are  used  in  actual  work  at  fires. 

From  the  accounts  of  the  State  Fair  held  in  November,  1866,  some 
interesting  details  are  taken.  At  this,  as  at  other  fairs,  special  prizes 
were  offered  to  the  firemen  for  proficiency  in  their  work.  The  demonstra- 
tions of  skill,  given  in  the  open  field  of  the  grounds,  were  the  occasion  of 
great  enthusiasm  and  generous  applause  from  the  spectators,  and  this  in 
turn  operated  to  stimulate  the  men  to  their  best  efforts.  The  principal  par- 
ticipants in  the '66  exhibition  were  :  Volunteer  No.  1,  George  Snyder,  prest., 
Caspar  Lots,  foreman  ;  Creole,  No.  9,  William  B.  Smith,  prest.,  Robert 
Brewster,  foreman  ;  Jefferson  No.  22,  Henry  Frederick,  prest.,  George 
Geier,  foreman  ;  Perseverance  No.  13,  Isaac  N.  Marks,  prest.,  W.  G.  Davis, 
foreman  ;  (the  latter  with  a  hand-engine,  for  which  there  were  no  stated 
competitions,  but  opportunity  of  giving  excellent  examples  of  efficiency)  ; 
hand-engines  Nos.  5  and  21,  and  Trucks  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4.  In  the 
competition  for  water-work,  No.  1  filled  a  tank  containing  2443  gallons 
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of  water  through  100  feet  of  hose,  in  i  \  m.  24  s.  from  the  time  of  lighting 
the  fire  ;  No.  22  did  the  same  in  15  m.ios.  ;  and  No  9,  in  14  m.  8  s.  This 
gave  No.  9  the  prize,  which  was  particularly  creditable,  as  their  engine 
was  the  smallest  in  dimensions.  No.  9,  likewise  carried  off  the  prize  for 
throwing  water,  making  a  throw  of  251  feet,  2  inches,  to  No.  i's  244  ft. 
5  inches,  and   No.  22's  197  feet,  3  inches. 

To  see  these  performances  the  people  were  called  to  the  spot  by  the 
sound  of  a  fire  alarm  given  from  the  belfry,  and  the)-  came  pell-mell 
from  all  parts  of  the  ground  to  lend  an  atmosphere  of  gaiety  and  cheer 
to  the  exhibition.  After  the  trial  of  the  steamers,  the  hand  engines  were 
put  to  the  test  of  agility  in  going  around  the  track  by  hand  and  going  to 
work  from  suction,  the  distance  of  running  being  one  mile.  For  this 
trial  only  two  companies  were  entered — Columbia  No.  5  and  Orleans 
No.  21.  No.  5  made  the  circuit  and  got  to  work  in  7  m.  20  s.  to  No  21's 
9  minutes.  This  trial  produced  the  greatest  interest  and  excitement 
of  the  day.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  breezy  effect  of  the  dash  around 
the  mile-track  (in  the  mud,  by  the  way)  to  the  music  of  the  constant 
clanging  of  the  judges' fire  alarm  bell  and  the  shouts  and  cheers  of  the 
multitude.  The  moment  that  intervened  after  reaching  suction  before 
the  spout  of  water  appeared  from  the  nozzle  was  one  of  the  most  exciting 
suspense,  every  second  of  delay  seeming  an  age  to  those  interested  in 
the  result,  when  every  second  counted  against  the  chances  for  the  prize. 
The  award  in  this  trial  was  $100  and  a  silver  trumpet,  the  latter  awarded 
by  Mr.  C.  H.  Zimmerman.  The  judges  in  the  first  two  events  were  John 
Youenes,  Arch  ;  Mitchell,  William  Golding  and  J.  H.  Wingfield.  In 
addition  to  the  award  to  No.  5,  honorable  mention  was  given  to  21  for 
their  discipline  and  good  conduct,  and  a  diploma  to  No.  13  (not  in  the 
competition)  for  the  excellent  order  of  their  hand  engine,  with  which  they 
threw  water  through  a  7-8  inch  nozzle  184  feet. 

The  exhibition  wound  up  with  a  trial  of  the  hook  and  ladder  com- 
panies, which  consisted  of  the  raising  of  ladders  by  twenty  men  stationed 
20  feet  in  the  rear  of  their  truck,  starting  at  the  signal.  In  this  competi- 
tion Hope  No.  3  won  the  prize  in  59  seconds,  No.  1  coming  next  in  1:03 
1-2,  followed  by  No.  4  in  1:30.  American  No.  2  was  entered,  but  a  broken 
ladder  led  them  to  withdraw  before  the  event  came  off.  The  judges  in 
this  trial  were  John  G.  Robinson,  J.  C.  Meyer,  John  Shellange  and  H. 
Bonnabel,  with  Major  George  McKnightas  umpire. 
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A  very  pleasant  afterpiece  to  this  performance  was  the  presentation 
by  Hope  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No.  3  of  a  handsomely  lettered  scroll  read- 
ing "Columbia  No.  5 — Champion  Time,  7:20"  to  a  delegation  of  No.  5 
who  were  guests  of  No.  3  at  the  latter's  annual  meeting  and  supper,  a  few- 
days  after  the  Fair.  This  was  in  return  of  a  similar  courtesy  on  the  part  of 
No.  5  when  No.  3  returned  from  a  company  trip  to  Mandeville.  When 
No.  5  held  their  annual  meeting,  Truck  3  had  a  delegation  among  the 
guests  who  joined  in  the  procession  that  marched  to  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Zimmerman,  where  the  prize  trumpet  was  handed  over  to  No.  5  with 
appropriate  speeches.  The  long-lived  friendship  between  these  com- 
panies received  a  further  proof  a  little  later,  again,  when  by  votes  from 
Truck  3's  members  another  silver  trumpet  became  the  property  of  No.  5, 
awarded  by  vote  at  the  Moresque  Fair. 

There  was  some  difference  between  Volunteer  No.  1  and  Creole  No. 
9  as  to  the  conclusiveness  of  the  trial  of  the  steamers,  in  which  No.  9  had 
won,  and  sundry  challenges  passed  back  and  forth  between  them,  looking 
towards  another  competition.  But  as  No.  9,  while  they  were  willing 
enough  to  make  the  test  of  engines  again,  were  not  willing  to  give  up  the 
claim  to  have  won  once  for  all  at  the  Fair  Grounds,  the  challenges  did 
not  result  in  another  trial. 

The  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  de- 
partment, on  March  4,  1867,  was  utilized  by  the  press  of  the  city  for  once 
more  expressing  on  behalf  of  the  public  those  sentiments  of  generous 
appreciation  which  from  time  to  time  were  the  fireman's  reward.  One 
of  them  was  in  the  following  terms  :  "  New  Orleans  has  great  reason  to 
be  proud  of  her  fire  department.  For  thirty  years  the  organization  has 
maintained  an  efficiency  unknown  in  any  similar  body,  either  of  this  coun- 
try or  Europe,  and  whenever  individuals  have  fallen  in  their  self-sacrific- 
ing duty  others  have  always  been  ready  to  take  their  place,  man  the 
brakes,  or  scale  the  tottering  wall,  as  the  necessities  of  the  situation  re- 
quired. As  soon  as  the  first  tap  of  the  alarm  bell  is  heard — whether  it 
be  when  the  summer  sun  sends  down  his  burning  noontide  beams,  or 
when  the  icy  air  of  a  mid-winter  night  chills  the  blood  of  the  quiet  citizen 
— the  gallant  fireman  is  ever  ready  to  perform  the  perilous  duties  of  his 
vocation.  The  fireman  of  New  Orleans  is  a  grand  realization  of  heroic 
effort.     He  has  never  been  a  brawler,  or  cold  calculator  of  selfish  chances, 
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but  a  generous  exponent  of  brave  deeds  and  practical  benevolence. 
Honor  to  such  men,  on  whatever  round  of  life's  ladder  they  may  happen 
to  stand  !  Honor  to  the  ennobling  aims  they  have  in  view — to  the  cause 
they  represent ! " 

Another  journal  dropped  into  poetry,  and  after  a  quotation  descrip- 
tive of  a  noble  character,  added  :  "  Such  is  the  beau  ideal  of  a  Crescent 
City  fireman.  Open,  frank  and  generous  hearted,  he  never  deserts  a 
friend  nor  fails  to  succor  the  weak  and  helpless.  Organized  as  is  the  de- 
partment in  this  city,  a  purely  selfish  man,  one  devoid  of  those  ennobling 
traits,  charity  and  benevolence,  cannot  be  a  fireman  ;  for  one  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  association  is  self-denial,  the  sacrifice  of  per- 
sonal feeling  to  the  general  good.  Is  it  a  cause  for  wonderment,  there- 
fore, that  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  several  companies  of 
New  Orleans  have  included  in  their  ranks  man)-  of  our  most  solid 
citizens  ;  that  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  public  weal  have  been  rewarded 
with  the  thanks  of  the  whole  community  ;  that  their  charities  have  won 
for  them  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan;  and  last,  but 
far  from  least  in  the  estimation  of  the  gallant  members,  beauty's  smile 
and  approving  glances." 

The  parade  itself  on  this  anniversary  day  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
posing ever  given  by  the  department — and  one  of  the  most  interesting, 
showing,  as  it  did,  at  this  point  about  midway  of  the  career  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, the  transition,  well  begun  but  not  yet  completed,  from  a  hand- 
engine  to  a  steam  engine  footing  ;  both  types  of  engine  being  in  the  line 
and  in  actual  use  by  the  companies  that  manned  them.  The  engines 
were  all  handsomely  decorated,  and  everything  about  the  equipment 
that  could  afford  an  appropriate  place  for  a  decorative  bit,  from  the  metal 
work  on  the  machines  to  the  braided  tails  of  the  horses,  were  utilized  for 
adornment.  Sympathetically  with  the  efforts  of  the  men,  the  citizens 
likewise  gave  over  their  balconies  and  store  and  house  fronts  to  bunting 
and  festoons,  until  nothing  was  lacking  that  could  add  to  the  gala  appear- 
ance of  the  town.  The  day  opened  with  rain  ;  but  men  who  had  gone 
through  so  much  fire  were  not  to  be  daunted  by  a  little  water — and  even 
that  drawback  to  the  perfection  of  the  occasion  disappeared  before  the 
day  was  more  than  a  few  hours  old,  under  the  genial  blaze  of  the  sun. 
The  procession  was  directed  by  Grand  Marshal  Isaac  N.  Marks,  the 


334 


NEW  ORLEANS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


president  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  assisted  by  his  aids,  George  H.  Braughn, 
Walter  V.  Crouch,  Alex.  Dapremont,  and  a  representation  from  each 
company  in  the  department.  The  line  was  formed  in  four  grand  divi- 
sions, under  command  of  the  Assistant  Engineers,  Philip  McCabe,  B. 
Faith,  Joseph  Jacobs  and  Charles  Smith.  Chief  Engineer  Jacob  Leidner 
took  his  post  with  his  special  aids  near  the  Clay  Statue,  and  from  there 
directed  the  formation  of  the  line.  The  procession  started  promptly  on 
time,  at  a  signal  of  twelve  taps  given  by  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  from 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and,  more  than  a  mile  in  length,  it  passed 
over  the  appointed  route,  its  progress  being  one  continued  ovation  from 
the  people  who  thronged  the  streets  to  their  utmost  capacity. 

It  was  characteristic  of  the  careful  work  of  the  department,  that  the 
possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  a  fire  during  the  celebration  had  not  been 
lost  sight  of,  but  arrangements  had  been  made  to  have  such  a  contin- 
gency met  without  interfering  with  the  orderly  proceedure  of  the  day. 
Consequently  when,  during  the  parade,  an  alarm  was  sounded,  it  was 
promptly  responded  to  by  Volunteer  No.  i,  Mississippi  No.  2,  and  Louisi- 
ana Hose,  which  had  been  specially  delegated  for  the  purpose.  Thus 
was  it  demonstrated  that,  underneath  the  gala  appearance  which  is  one 
of  the  prerequisites  of  the  typical  fireman,  there  lies  the  readiness  for 
serious  work,  which  is  his  dominant  quality. 

As  illustrative  of  the  demonstrative  nature  of  the  attentions  shown 
to  the  firemen  on  the  occasion  of  the  parade,  it  is  instructive  to  read  in 
the  papers  of  the  next  few  days,  the  numerous  acknowledgments  of  the 
various  companies  to  ladies  and  others  for  ribbons  and  wreaths, 
baskets  of  llowers  and  luncheons,  which  are  specified  in  such  quantities 
that  they  must  have  contributed  materially  to  the  weight  of  what  the 
men  carried,  inside  or  out,  when  they  arrived  back  at  their  engine  houses 
after  the  clay's  parade. 

The  year  1867  was  a  notable  one  in  respect  of  public  celebrations 
by  the  fire  department.  Following  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  department,  came  the  grand  three 
days' festival,  lasting  from  Friday  to  Sunday,  inclusive,  the  17th,  1 8th  and 
19th  of  the  month.  This  festival  was  indirectly  the  result  of  a  very 
successful  Jcle  champetrc,  held  the  previous  year.  For  a  number  of 
weeks  beforehand  preparations  were  made  on  a  grand  scale.  Citizens 
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offered  mam-  valuable  articles  to  be  competed  for  as  prizes,  consisting 
of  silver  and  cut  glass,  medals  of  gold  and  silver,  sets  of  harness, 
saddles  and  bridles,  lamps  and  other  articles  in  brass,  etc.,  etc.  The 
programme  began  with  a  pa  radii  of  the  department  from  the  city  to 
the  grounds  with  appropriate  opening  ceremonies  at  the  grounds. 
This  was  followed,  on  the  first  day,  by  trials  for  steam  engines 
of  different  classes ,  hand-engine  races  ;  double  team  trotting  races  ;  foot 
races,  sack  races,  a  base-ball  match  ;  and  the  day  wound  up  with  dancing 
and  a  grand  illumination.  On  the  second  day  there  were  more  engine 
trials  ;  engine  trotting  race,  hurdle,  saddle  and  scrub  races  for  department 
horses  ;  a  bull-match,  a  sack  race,  a  grand  concert,  and  another  evening 
illumination.  The  final  day,  Sunday,  was  given  up  to  more  races  and 
engine  trials  ;  a  grand  balloon  ascension  with  acrobatic  feats;  and  the 
festival  ended  with  a  magnificent  ball.  Throughout  the  festival  there 
was  exciting  interest  in  the  voting  contest  for  the  award  of  a  special  prize 
for  a  S200  cut-glass  fruit  stand,  the  donation  of  Messrs.  A.  B.  Griswold 
&  Co.,  and  a  silver  sugar  dish  and  spoons,  of  an  equal  value,  presented  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Zimmerman.  The  first  of  these  went  to  Louisiana  Hose,  with 
712  votes  out  of  2,488  ;  and  the  second  became  the  property  of  Perse- 
verance No.  13,  with  321  votes  out  of  736.  As  the  votes  cost  25  cents 
apiece,  these  donations  netted  a  handsome  sum  for  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans'  fund  of  the  Association. 

Fine  weather  has  proverbially  been  the  luck  of  the  department  when- 
ever it  had  any  festivity  on  hand  ;  and  the  record  in  this  particular  was 
not  broken  when  the  clay  dawned  for  the  festival  of  1867.  The  parade 
of  the  department  to  the  Fair  Grounds  was  a  fine  one,  and  made  an 
appropriate  beginning  of  the  celebration.  The  grounds  were  handsomely 
decorated,  and  there  was  ample  provision  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
public  outside  of  the  stated  trials  and  events  of  the  programme.  Games 
of  all  sorts,  flying  horses,  swings,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  for  having  a 
good  time  out  of  doors,  were  prepared  for  all  who  wished  to  fill  in  the 
time  between  the  trials.  After  an  interval  for  refreshment,  on  reaching 
the  grounds,  the  assemblage  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Bruce,  and 
President  Isaac  N.  Marks  introduced  the  orator  of  the  day,  Joseph  P. 
Horner,  Esq.,  an  old  member  of  Louisiana  Hose,  from  whose  address  a 
few  paragraphs  will  come  in  appropriately  here. 
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"  ....  Upon  this  occasion,  with  a  high  and  holy  aim,  we  are 
combining  amusement  with  charity,  and  while  we  are  here  assembled  to  en- 
joy a  brief  recreation  and  indulge  in  innocent  sports  and  friendly  competi- 
tion, calculated  to  refresh  and  improve  both  body  and  mind,  we  are  at 
the  same  time  accumulating  the  means  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  noble 
system  of  benevolence  which  merits  and  receives  not  only  the  commenda- 
tion of  the  outer  world,  but  the  far  higher  praise  coming  from  our  own 
approving  minds  and  consciences. 

"There  never  was  a  society  better  named  than  the  Firemen's  Chari- 
table Association.  The  word  '  fireman  '  is  almost,  in  this  community,  a 
synonym  for  charity  itself  ;  for  forty  years  or  more  our  body  has  devoted 
its  best  energies  to  the  interests  of  our  fellow-citizens  ;  and  without 
money  and  without  price,  and  with  a  total  disregard  of  personal  danger, 
the  members  of  the  fire  department  have  braved  the  many  perils  of  the 
devouring  element,  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Orleans.  What  greater  charity  can  there  be?  Can 
the  giving  of  money,  of  food,  of  raiment,  compare  for  a  moment  with  the 
gift  of  health,  strength  and  even  life?  Or  can  the  good  which  our 
organization  has  done  in  any  single  year  be  estimated  by  dollars  and 
cents  ? 

"  But  let  us  contemplate  more  particularly  at  this  time  the  household 
charities  of  our  Association.  Here  we  find  that  our  brethren  who  are  en- 
feebled and  disabled  are  bountifully  provided  for,  and  that  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  those  of  our  comrades  who  have  gone  before  us  are  not  for- 
gotten. The  results  that  have  been  obtained  in  this  department  of  our 
Society  are  too  well  known  to  yourselves  from  actual  contact,  and  to  the 
world  by  our  annual  statements,  to  need  my  placing  before  you  any  dry 
and  dismal  array  of  figures,  which  we  are  all  aware  cannot  tell  half  the 
story  of  the  good  that  has  been  accomplished. 

"  For  more  than  thirty  years,  and  ever  since  the  incorporation  of  our 
institution,  this  good  work  has  been  going  on,  well  managed  by  a  succes- 
sion of  wise  and  experienced  officers  and  members,  selected  from  the  best 
talent  of  the  Association,  and  with  every  year  its  sphere  of  usefulness  has 
expanded,  and  its  expenses  proportionately  increased,  until  to-day  it  re- 
quires every  energy  of  the  direction  to  maintain  its  usefulness  unimpaired 
in  the  full  vigor  which  it  has  lately  enjoyed,  and  to  meet  the  demands 
which  are  necessarily  becoming  more  and  more  enlarged. 
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"  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  year,  having  entered  upon  a 
new  term  of  usefulness  by  contracting  with  the  city  authorities  to  con- 
tinue its  duties  for  five  more  years,  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association 
found  itself  burdened  with  increased  obligations.  The  new  contract, 
framed  to  meet  the  universal  demand  of  the  public  and  the  opinions  of 
those  most  skilled  and  experienced  among  us,  called  for  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  engines  worked  by  steam,  and  all  the  resources  of  the 
treasury,  which  had  been  so  nobly  and  ably  managed  and  sustained  dur- 
ing the  past  years  of  contest,  turmoil  and  excitement,  were  necessary  to 
procure  the  needful  apparatus,  machinery  and  equipage  to  enable  us  to 
comply  promptly  and  effectively  with  that  which  has  been  required  of  us, 
and  this  was  accomplished  upon  very  short  notice. 

"  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  affairs,  the  usual  and  indispensable 
appropriations  from  the  general  working  fund  to  that  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  could  not  be  made,  for  the  finances  had  been  exhausted  by  our 
officers  on  the  good  though  homely  expressed  principle  that  one  must  be 
just  before  he  is  generous,  and  in  complying  with  the  demand  of  our 
fellow-citizens  upon  us,  as  we  had  bound  ourselves  to  do,  we  had  left  in 
an  apparently  precarious  condition  our  own  poor,  sick  and  destitute,  and 
it  became  necessary  that  some  extraordinary  means  should  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  deficiency,  and  for  this  we  are  here 
to-day.    .  . 

"And,  brother  firemen,  while  seeking  the  assistance,  support  and 
approbation  of  your  fellow-citizens,  forget  not  that  you  are  Volunteers  in 
all  you  do;  let  your  coffers  overflow  for  charity  like  the  Mississippi;  be 
Always  Ready  and  Vigilant;  and  let  each  prove  himself  with  hearty 
Good  Will  a  Friend  in  Need  to  the  unfortunate,  throughout  the  whole 
Crescent  of  Orleans,  from  Chalmctte  and  Jefferson  to  Milneburg;  and 
with  the  bright  American  examples  before  you  of  Washington,  of  Lafay- 
ette, of  Jackson,  and  of  our  own  Irad  Ferry,  be  as  industrious  as  the  Me- 
chanic, as  ambitious  as  the  Eagle,  as  full  of  Hope  as  the  Phoenix,  as  en- 
thusiastic as  the  Creole,  and  as  devoted  as  the  Pelican  ,  continue  by  Per- 
severance to  surmount  all  obstacles,  and  whenever  your  services  are 
needed,  be  ever  as  you  have  ever  been — '  In  Pencil lo  I ''ronipt 'us.'  ' 

After  this  address,  which  so  comprehensively  summarized  all  that  the 
department  had  stood  for  during  its  notable  career,  the  events  of  the  day 
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began.  No.  14  took,  without  contest,  the  gold  medal  for  third-class 
steamers.  No.  1  took  the  first  prize,  and  No.  3  the  second  prize,  in  the 
double  team  trotting  race.  In  the  one  mile  foot  race,  Traub,  of  No.  20, 
won  in  5:29^2,  and  received  the  prize,  a  silver  mounted  belt  presented  by 
Chief  Engineer  Leidner.  Posey,  of  No.  5,  won  the  gold  medal,  and 
Mealey,  of  No.  12,  the  silver  medal,  in  the  quarter-mile  foot  race.  The 
terpsichorean  festivities  of  the  programme  ended  this  first  day. 

On  the  second  day,  Louisiana  No.  10  won  the  prizes  for  second- 
class  steamers,  throwing  water  269  feet  to  266  feet,  11  inches,  by  No.  22, 
receiving  the  sjold  medal  and  the  solid  brass  signal  lamp  offered  by 
Edwards  &  Son.  In  the  mile  race  for  horses  with  engine,  Volunteer 
No.  1  took  the  fine  set  of  harness  which  was  the  first  prize,  time,  4:44; 
Chalmette  No.  23  the  second  prize,  a  gold  medal,  time,  4:59  ;  and  Jack- 
son No.  18  the  third  prize,  a  silver  medal,  time,  5:15.  There  was  much 
excited  betting  on  No.  i's  horse,  "  Loafer,"  and  No.  23's,  "Pat  Cle- 
burne." A  grand  engine  race,  which  the  darkness  stopped  on  the  first 
day,  was  repeated  on  the  second  clay,  confirming  to  Perseverance  No.  13 
the  first  prize,  on  a  record  of  2:46^  for  running  half  a  mile  and  deliver- 
ing water  from  150  feet  of  hose  ;  and  satisfying  the  claims  of  American 
Hook  &  Ladder  No.  2,  which  bettered  her  previous  time  by  nine  seconds, 
making  5:03.  A  shade  of  sadness  was  thrown  over  the  affair  when,  in 
the  hurdle  race,  by  horses  ridden  by  jockeys,  Charles  Maloney,  one  of 
the  jockeys,  received  a  nearly  fatal  fall.  The  scrub  race  for  horses  was 
won  by  Mississippi  No.  2,  the  prize  a  saddle  and  bridle.  The  sack  race 
was  won  by  Delamore,  of  No.  24,  and  contributed  much  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  the  audience.  By  the  third  day  the  great  financial  success  of 
the  festival  was  apparent,  and  everybody  interested  in  the  Widows  and 
Orphans  was  in  high  spirits.  It  was  estimated  that  not  less  than  15,000 
persons  were  present  on  this  day.  Vigilant  No.  3  won  the  hose  carriage 
trotting  race,  one  mile  with  500  feet  of  hose,  in  4:18,  and  received  a  set 
of  harness;  Jefferson,  No.  22,  in  4:55,  took  the  second  prize,  a  gold 
medal  ;  and  Mississippi  No.  2  the  third,  a  silver  medal,  in  4:59.  Me- 
chanics No.  6  won  the  hand  engine  race,  drawn  one  mile  by  hand  and 
water  delivered  from  50  feet  of  hose,  in  6:52 — which  was  thought  to  beat 
the  American  record  ;  Nos.  5  and  13  taking  the  second  and  third  prizes, 
respectively.     In  the  hook  and  ladder  half-mile  hand  race,  Lafayette  No. 
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1  won  in  5:57,  beating  Nos.  3  and  4,  which  took  the  other  prizes  for  this 
event.  John  Currie  of  No.  2  and  J.  E.  Tate  of  No.  14,  took  the  first  anil 
second  prizes  in  the  100-yards  dash;  and  Lally  of  No.  12  and  Connelly 
of  No.  21,  the  prizes  in  the  half-mile  foot  race. 

At  the  ceremony  of  awarding  the  prizes  won  during  the  festival, 
which  took  place  on  the  evening  of  Ma)-  22,  Mr.  Isaac  N.  Marks,  the 
president  of  the  F.  C.  A.,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  said  : — 

"  It  aflords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  the  medium  through  which  these 
splendid  prizes  are  to  be  distributed.  I  do  not  think  there  has  ever  been 
an  occasion  in  the  history  of  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans  in 
which  a  more  kindly  feeling  among  brother  firemen  has  been  exhibited  in 
competing  for  prizes.  The)'  have  exhibited  a  marked  respect  for  the  laws 
of  the  land  and  a  regard  for  order,  at  a  time  when  intense  excitement 
fills  the  public  mind,  which  cannot  be  surpassed,  if  equalled,  by  any 
department  on  this  continent.  Such  a  fact  must  redound  to  the  credit  of 
our  gallant  firemen,  and  silence  the  base  innuendoes  against  us.  It  is 
not  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  prizes,  gentlemen,  which  will  be  awarded 
you  to-night  that  you  should  be  proud  of  ;  it  should  be  your  pride  that 
these  are  mementoes  of  a  festival  in  which  you  exerted  yourselves  as  a 
band  of  brothers,  coming  together  for  a  noble  and  charitable  purpose — 
the  aiding  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  Department  in  one  of  the 
most  trying  years,  financially  speaking,  of  our  existence.  I  am  proud  to 
say  that  the  result  has  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations." 

The  great  success  of  the  three  clays'  festival,  both  as  a  public  enter- 
tainment and  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  charitable  funds  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, led  President  Marks,  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
Association  in  the  July  following,  to  suggest  that  a  similar  festival  there- 
after take  the  place  of  the  usual  annual  parade  on  the  4th  of  March — 
thus  saving  the  great  cost  of  the  parade,  and  making  the  annual 
celebration  a  cause  of  increasing  rather  than  diminishing  the  funds.  This 
suggestion  met  with  the  approval  of  the  press  of  the  city,  which  said  : 

"  In  our  view,  the  proposition  embraces  economical  considerations 
which  eminently  entitle  it  to  a  decision  in  its  favor.  We  may  say  without 
exaggeration  that  the  whole  population  of  New  Orleans,  rich  and  poor, 
young  and  old,  and  especially  the  fair  sex,  to  whom  the  annual  Firemen's 
parade  on  their  gala  day  has  so  long  been  a  thing  of  beaut)-,  looked  for 
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with  anticipations  of  pleasure  and  looked  upon  with  admiration  and 
delight,  would  regret  that  the  Fourth  of  March,  as  among  the  most  enjoy- 
able of  our  local  red-letter  days,  should  be  struck  from  the  calendar. 
They  would  miss  the  picturesque  and  grand  panoramic  spectacle,  with  its 
host  of  healthy,  active,  stalwart  young  men,  the  flower  of  our  male 
population,  physically  considered  ;  arrayed  in  the  uniform  of  their 
respective  companies  ;  its  display  of  fine  horses — all  firemen's  pets — 
stepping  proudly  as  though  conscious  of  the  admiration  their  appear- 
ance excites  ;  its  many  beautiful  steam  and  hand  fire  engines  and 
hose  carriages  elegantly  ornamented  with  a  wealth  of  many-hued  flowers 
and  ribbons,  tastefully  arranged  in  charming  bouquets,  garlands  and 
rosettes,  and  with  wreaths  of  evergreens  ;  its  numerous  bands  oi  music, 
enliving  the  march  and  delighting  the  multitudes  of  spectators  along  the 
route  by  its  inspiriting  strains  ;  its  many  beautiful  banners  and  its  almost 
numberless  and  elegant  flags  and  streamers,  fluttering  gracefully  in  the 
exhilarating  springtime  breeze. 

"  We  say  that  our  whole  population  would  regret  the  discontinuance 
of  the  Firemen's  annual  parade  which,  for  so  many  years,  they  have 
viewed  with  pleasurable  emotions,  and  with  pride  that  New  Orleans 
possesses  such  a  body  of  men  (unexcelled  elsewhere),  so  devoted  to  the 
preservation  of  life  and  property,  so  well  disciplined  and  withal  so 
orderly.  But  now  that  economical  considerations  have  become  of  par- 
amount importance,  the  expense  of  this  annual  parade  must  be  seriously 
taken  into  account.  We  think  that  to  the  Department  and  its  individual 
members  the  aggregate  expense  of  each  parade  for  a  number  of  years 
past  cannot  have  been  less  than  $35,000.  Some  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment with  whom  we  have  conversed  on  the  subject  assure  us  that  this  is 
too  low  an  estimate,  but  we  assume  that  $35,000  is  the  cost  of  each  par- 
ade, which,  however  beautiful  as  a  spectacle  and  gratifying  to  the  just 
pride  of  the  Department  and  to  our  citizens  generally,  has  no  utilitarian 
recommendations. 

"  The  proposition  of  President  Marks  to  discontinue  the  annual 
parade  of  course  involves  the  saving  of  the  enormous  annual  cost  thereof. 
This  to  the  Department  and  its  individual  members  would  be  a  great 
monetary  relief.  But  the  proposition  goes  further  than  this.  In  place 
of  the  annual  parade,  an  annual  festival  in  March  is  suggested,  such  as 
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the  one  held  at  the  Fair  Grounds  a  few  months  ago.  That  was  a 
decided  success  and  netted  a  handsome  sum  to  the  fund  of  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association.  In  place  of  a  great  and  exhausting  expenditure 
it  furnished  revenue  to  an  Association  which  has  strong  claims  upon  the 
liberality  of  every  resident  of  New  Orleans.  View  it  as  we  may,  Presi- 
dent Marks'  proposition  receives  our  approval,  as  we  hope  it  will  that  of 
the  entire  Fire  Department.  To  us  it  appears  to  have  everything  to 
recommend  it  and  to  be  liable  to  no  objection.  It  looks  to  a  substitution 
of  revenue  for  great  expenditure — of  a  delightful  rural  festival,  where 
the  spectator,  for  the  time  being  removed  from  the  wilderness  of  brick 
and  mortar  in  the  great  city,  can,  on  the  stand,  on  the  green  sward,  or 
under  the  delightful  shade  of  the  grand  old  oaks,  witness  the  contests  of 
activity,  speed  and  endurance  between  fire  companies  ;  the  trials  of  speed 
between  their  horses,  drawing  hand  engines,  steam  engines  or  hose  car- 
riages;  trials  of  engines,  etc;  can  participate  in  rural  pastimes  in  the 
beautiful  oak  grove,  and  can  there  listen  to  music  and  song,  and  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  the  dance;  and  all  this  with  the  more  zest  springing  from 
the  knowledge  that  the  enjoyment  of  the  pleasures  of  the  festival  has 
been  obtained  by  a  small  contribution  to  the  fund  of  a  charity  than  which 
none  is  more  deserving  of  the  liberal  support  of  our  people." 

The  proposition  was  referred  to  the  delegates  for  decision,  and 
although  the  advantages  of  it  were  apparent,  it  was  found  that  the  old- 
time  institution  of  the  annual  parade  had  too  strong  a  hold  on  the  men 
to  be  set  aside  under  an  impulse,  however  strong,  and  it  was  decided  not 
to  give  it  up.  But  the  discussion  of  the  matter  was  earnest  and  sincere, 
and  gave  evidence  of  the  disposition  of  the  firemen  to  consider  carefully 
every  detail  of  the  department's  life  and  interests. 

The  display  of  a  Champion  Blue  Ribbon  by  Volunteer  No.  i  on  the 
occasion  of  the  parade  on  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  the  department 
caused  Eagle  No.  7  to  take  notice  of  this  tacit  claim  of  No.  1  to  be  the 
champion,  by  sending,  early  in  April,  1867,  a  challenge  to  test  the  ques- 
tion of  the  championship,  by  a  trial  in  getting  up  steam  and  throwing 
water  in  the  shortest  time,  and  in  throwing  water  to  the  greatest  dis- 
tance. The  challenge  was  accepted,  and  the  trial  came  off  on  the  30th 
of  April,  on  the  Levee,  at  the  head  of  Canal  Street.  Three  thousand 
people  were  present  as  spectators,  and  there  was  very  lively  betting  on 
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the  result.  In  addition  to  the  championship,  there  was  put  up  the  sum 
of  $  1,000  by  each  company.  In  the  first  event,  Volunteer  No.  1  got  up 
steam  and  put  machinery  in  motion  in  five  minutes  and  thirty  seconds. 
Water  came  in  six  minutes  and  twenty  seconds.  Eagle  No.  7  got  up 
steam  and  put  machinery  in  motion  in  four  minutes  and  thirty  seconds 
and  water  came  in  four  minutes  and  fifty-five  seconds — No.  7  thus  winning 
in  this  event.  In  the  second  trial  No.  1  was  the  victor,  throwing  water 
through  100  feet  of  hose,  306  feet,  11  inches,  while  No.  7's  distance  was 
304  feet,  3  inches.  A  spirit  of  laudable  rivalry  characterized  the  whole 
competition,  and  the  department  was  satisfied  that  it  had  two  admirable 
engines,  capably  manned  by  a  worthy  company. 

The  firemen's  feature  of  the  Agricultural  Fair  of  1868,  held  on 
January  19th,  was  a  contest  for  a  special  premium  offered  by  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Zimmerman,  consisting  of  a  large  mantel  clock,  representing  Neptune 
kneeling  on  a  sea-dragon,  issuing  orders  to  his  subjects.  The  race  was 
for  hand  engines,  to  be  drawn  half  a  mile  by  horse,  with  50  feet  of  hose 
and  ten  men,  take  suction  and  throw  water  though  50  feet  of  hose  in  the 
shortest  time.  Mississippi  No.  2  led  off  in  this  contest,  and  their  pet 
horse  made  the  distance  in  2:27,  water  being  thrown  in  2:40^2  from  the 
time  of  starting.  Creole  No.  9  came  in  in  3  minutes,  throwing  water  in 
3:32^.  Orleans  No.  21  threw  water  in  2 47/^,  without  unhooking.  Irad 
Ferry  No.  12  made  the  connection  in  2:14^,  and  threw  water  in  2:37^. 
Phoenix  No.  8  followed  in  2:37  and  showed  water  in  2:56.  Then  came 
the  winner,  Hope  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3,  making  the  half  mile  in  2:2  1% 
and  displaying  a  drencher  in  2:34.  Eagle  No.  7  had  a  dangerously  muddy 
track,  caused  by  a  shower  of  rain,  to  contend  against,  and  withdrew  after 
an  unsatisfactory  attempt.  The  award  having  been  made,  the  bronze 
clock  made  its  last  appearance  in  public,  disappearing  from  view  proudly 
perched  on  the  top  of  Hope  truck  in  the  care  of  Billy  Swan,  on  its  way 
to  adorn  the  tastefully  arranged  hall  of  the  company. 

In  1868  the  firemen  had  their  annual  parade  and  their  festival,  too  ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  there  was  a  series  of  festival  performances  during 
the  summer  of  that  year,  beginning  in  July,  and  the  last  of  them  not  end- 
ing until  late  in  August.  The  excessive  heat  of  July,  followed  by  a  suc- 
cession of  drenching  rains,  rendered  the  weather  too  unpropitious  for  a 
successful  attendance  during  the  clays  set  in  July,  and  that  was  the  reason 
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why  by  various  postponements  the  festival  was  for  several  weeks  pro- 
longed. There  was  the  usual  variety  of  trials,  of  engines,  of  men  and  of 
horses,  and  the  usual  variety  of  desirable  prizes  for  the  contestants.  A 
special  feature  of  the  August  festival,  which  lasted  for  four  days  begin- 
ning with  the  13th  of  the  month,  was  a  grand  caricature  tournament,  with 
a  costume  parade  through  the  city  and  out  to  the  Fair  Grounds,  where 
there  were  many  ingeniously  absurd  doings.  "  Mounted  on  their  wild 
and  untamed  steeds  the  knights,  dressed  in  every  imaginable  caricature 
costume,  at  an  early  hour  on  Sunday  morning  wended  their  way  through 
the  principal  streets  and  took  up  their  line  of  march  for  the  Fair  Grounds, 
the  destined  theatre  of  their  achievements.  As  the  long  line  filed  along 
the  crowded  thoroughfares,  the  sensation  they  created  was  marked  and 
visible.  Arriving  on  the  ground  the  knights  gave  way  for  a  scrub  race 
between  the  horses  of  Mississippi  Xo.  2  and  Vigilant  No.  3,  which  occa- 
sioned no  ordinary  interest,  terminating  in  favor  of  the  latter  after  a  very 
clever  contest.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  race  several  '  Knights  '  rushed 
their  fiery,  long-eared  Bucephaluses  at  the  track,  and  giving  them  the 
rein,  fairly  distanced  the  wind  in  their  rapid  flight  around  the  vast  arena. 
In  this  contest  Messrs.  Slack  and  Wright  came  out  ahead.  .  .  .  And 
now,  everything  being  in  readiness  the  grand  tournament  began.  The 
knights  were  drawn  up  in  martial  array  ;  their  steeds  were  prancing  to 
the  sound  of  martial  music.  Never  was  seen  before  such  a  sight.  Ever)' 
imaginable  caricature  of  dress  and  arms  here  found  a  representation. 
The  clown,  the  medieval  warrior,  the  tatterdemalion,  the  Moor,  the 
Spaniard,  the  Norman,  the  Saxon  and  the  Turk,  had  here  a  knight 
worthy  of  its  chivalry.  Arrayed  thus  gorgeously,  fifty  knights  answered 
to  the  roll  call  of  the  Grand  Mogul,  each  burning  with  ambition  to  crown 
the  Queen  of  Love  and  Beauty  and  win  renown.  At  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  a  knight  sprang  nimbly  from  the  ranks  and  rushed  gallantly  at 
the  rings.  His  trident  lance  carried  all  before  him  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  place  bearing  five  rings  as  trophies  of  his  prowess.  Another  and 
another  succeeded  until  the  lists  were  run  and  the  meed  of  triumph 
awarded  the  successful  champion.  This  was  the  crowning  of  the  Queen. 
This  done,  a  grand  ball  was  inaugurated.  .  .  .  Thus  has  terminated 
a  tournament  which  for  exquisite  fun  and  merriment  has  exceeded  all 
former  efforts  of  our  gallant  firemen." 
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The  records  of  1868  and  '69  chronicle  two  pretty  and  interesting 
ceremonies  of  the  christening  of  new  engines.  In  September  of  the  for- 
mer year  a  new  and  very  fine  engine  was  received  by  Mississippi  No.  2, 
which  was  destined  to  achieve  renown  in  the  department.  It  was  deter- 
mined to  add  to  its  other  good  qualities  the  charm  of  a  worthy  name, 
given  in  honor  of  the  wife  of  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  member  of  the 
company,  Major  Emmanuel  Blessey.  For  this  purpose,  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th  of  September  the  members  of  the  company  repaired  to  the 
residence  of  Major  Blessey,  on  Carondelet  near  Calliope  Streets,  where 
a  large  number  of  guests  were  assembled  to  receive  them.  Notice  being 
given  of  the  approach  of  the  procession,  the  guests  flocked  to  the  front 
of  the  house,  where  they  witnessed  the  arrival  of  the  beautiful  engine, 
attended  by  the  full  membership  of  the  company  bearing  lighted 
lamps,  the  engine  drawn  by  four  milk-white  horses,  and  a  military  band 
preceding  all.  There  were  cheers  and  fireworks  while  the  band  played 
a  preliminary  overture  after  the  halt,  and  then,  the  horses  being  removed, 
the  engine  was  drawn  by  hand  within  the  gates  of  the  court-yard,  and 
the  "  inanimate  baby,"  as  Father  Moynihan  called  it,  was  presented  for 
the  christening  ceremony.  Father  Moynihan  recited  the  service  and 
proceeded  to  the  aspersion  of  the  engine  with  a  branch  dipped  in  holy 
water.  Then  Madame  Blessey  in  a  modest  and  pretty  speech  presented 
a  wreath  and  a  bouquet  of  orange  flowers  and  jessamines,  and  broke  a 
bottle  of  wine  over  the  tongue  of  the  engine  as  she  concluded  with  say- 
ing, "  And,   gentlemen,   I   shall  name  this  fire  engine  "    "  Lady 

Blessey!"  responded  the  gallant  company  in  a  unanimous  voice,  and 
the  engine  was  so  christened.  On  behalf  of  Lady  Blessey,  C.  Taylor 
Gauche,  Esq.,  who  was  for  many  years  Foreman  of  No.  2,  acknowledged 
the  compliment  in  a  felicitous  manner,  and  was  followed  by  J.  J.  Lane, 
Esq.,  of  the  Bee,  in  an  address  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  Other 
speeches  were  made  by  prominent  members  of  the  company,  by  citizens, 
and  by  the  Rev.  Father  Moynihan,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  music,  feasting  and  dancing,  a  graceful  act  having  been  most 
gracefully  accomplished. 

Emulating  this  excellent  example,  in  November  of  the  following 
year,  Louisiana  Hose,  having  received  a  handsome  new  Amoskeag 
steamer,  chose  as  the  name  for  it  that  of  "Annie  Howard,  "  thus  honor- 
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ing  through  his  charming  daughter  one  of  their  former  members  and  one 
of  the  best  friends  the  Fire  Department  ever  had,  Charles  T.  Howard, 
Esq. — a  daughter  who,  though  then  a  child,  on  reaching  womanhood  and 
after  the  death  of  her  father,  continued  the  benevolences  and  kind- 
nesses towards  the  department  which  have  rendered  the  name  of  Howard 
imperishable  so  long  as  the  department  annals  remain.  Louisiana  Hose 
has  had  several  unique  experiences  in  its  history.  It  was  the  first  com- 
pany to  brave  the  displeasure  of  the  rest  of  the  department  and  pioneer 
the  way  in  running  a  steamer  some  time  before  these  modern  machines 
were  regarded  as  necessary  and  long  before  they  became  popular  ;  and 
it  was  the  last  company  to  retain  the  designation  of  a  hose  company, 
its  fellow  hose  companies  having  gone  out  of  existence  .when  the  hose- 
tender  auxiliaries  of  the  old  hand  engines  became  no  longer  necessary. 
We  have  seen  that  it  was  not  the  first  to  give  a  lady's  name  to  a  fire 
engine,  but  it  knew  a  good  custom  when  it  saw  one,  and  was  not  slow 
to  adopt  it. 

On  the  evening  of  November  26,  1869,  having  indicated  to  Mr. 
Howard  their  intention  of  naming  their  new  machine  in  honor  of  his 
little  daughter,  the  members  of  the  company  responded  to  that  gentle- 
man's invitation  to  come  to  his  house — then  at  No.  699  Magazine  Street — 
in  order  that  to  the  ceremony  of  the  christening  he  might  add  some  features 
which  he  thought  the  members  of  the  company  would  regard  as  appro- 
priate and  agreeable.  Consequently  the  way  from  the  engine  house  on 
First  Street  was  illuminated  with  the  glare  of  torches  and  enlivened  with  the 
strains  of  martial  music,  as  the  company  with  their  new  engine  proceeded  to 
the  Howard  residence.  On  their  arrival  there,  the  christening  was  at  once 
proceeded  with,  Joseph  P.  Hornor,  Esq.,  an  exempt  member  of  Louisi- 
ana Hose,  making  the  address  to  the  host  of  the  evening,  in  which  he 
recalled  the  worthy  customs  of  ancient  times,  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks  he  broke  a  bottle  of  wine  over  the  engine  and  named  her 
"  Annie  Howard."  Thereupon  the  youthful  and  charming  original  of 
the  name  stepped  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  veranda  and  presented 
to  the  company  a  handsome  ribbon  inscribed  with  the  chosen  name  in 
letters  of  gold  and  green,  indicative  of  hope  and  prosperity,  and  a  wreath 
of  flowers  to  crown  the  gift.  This  badge  was  duly  entwined  with  the 
ornamental  part  of  the  engine.    After  a  few  words  of  acknowledgment 
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from  Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  J.  O.  Nixon,  Jr.  addressed  the  company  felici- 
tously on  behalf  of  the  young  lady,  and  the  doors  of  the  house  were  then 
thrown  open  to  the  guests,  who  were  further  entertained  by  Moreau. 
The  opportunities  afforded  by  the  felicitous  occasion  were  utilized  for 
appropriate  remarks  by  Senator  R.  N.  Ogden,  Foreman  Kassen,  of 
Louisiana  Hose,  Thomas  J.  Day,  the  oldest  living  member  of  the 
company,  Chief  Engineer  Thomas  O'Connor,  Ex-Chief  J.  H.  Wingfield, 
Christopher  Madden,  the  president  of  the  company,  and  several  others. 

A  sequel  to  this  story  must  be  added  here,  though  it  occurred  five 
years  after  the  event  just  chronicled.  The  contemporary  account  of  it 
cannot  be  improved,  so  it  is  given  as  it  was  written  and  printed  on  Nov- 
ember 25th,  1874  : 

"  A  Fairy  Godmother. 

"  It  cannot  well  be  otherwise  than  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the 
reader,  as  it  is  our  own,  to  turn  aside  from  the  broils  of  party  strife  and 
from  the  ordinary  hum-drum  of  life,  to  consider  an  event  round  which 
gathered  so  much  that  was  calculated  to  elevate  and  ennoble  both  the 
public  and  private  relations  of  those  who  participated  in  it,  as  the  chris- 
tening ceremonies  of  the  new  steam  fire  engine  of  Louisiana  Hose 
Company,  which  took  place  last  night  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Chas.  T. 
Howard,  No.  132  Pyrtania  Street.  Occasions  of  the  kind  have  not  been 
infrequent  in  this  city,  but  there  is  no  instance  of  a  christening  managed 
on  so  grand,  so  original  and  so  princely  a  style.  But  that  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. It  was  characteristic  of  the  liberal-hearted  and  large-minded 
gentleman  at  whose  house  these  beautiful  ceremonies  took  place.  A 
singular  feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  popular  interest  it  enlisted. 
Long  before  the  hour  appointed  for  the  procession  to  move,  the  vicinity 
of  the  engine  house  of  Louisiana  Hose  Co.  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd 
numbering  perhaps  fifteen  hundred  persons,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
St.  Charles  Hotel  was  brilliantly  illuminated  in  honor  of  the  occasion. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  account  for  this  enthusiasm,  except  for  the  in- 
terest always  felt  by  the  people  in  anything  relating  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  city,  and  the  delicate  compliment  which  was  about  to  be  paid 
to  a  beautiful  and  accomplished  young  lady,  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman 
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distinguished  alike  for  his  munificent  charities  and  his  generous  hospi- 
tality. But  we  should  be  more  explicit,  that  the  reader  may  understand 
the  purport  and  significance  of  the  costly  ceremonies  we  are  describing". 

"  Louisiana  Hose  Company  recently  received  a  new  fire  engine  of  the 
Amoskeag  make  and  of  singular  beauty,  lielore  introducing  this  new 
machine  into  actual  service,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  chris- 
tened. Five  years  ago,  this  same  company  received  an  engine  and 
o-ave  it  the  name  of  'Annie  Howard,'  in  honor  of  the  beautiful  daughter 
of  Charles  T.  Howard.  Five  years  of  arduous  service  with  that  engine, 
in  which  so  many  perils  had  been  endured  and  so  many  laurels  won, 
had  endeared  the  name  to  their  hearts  ;  and  so  it  was  resolved  that 
the  new  engine  should  be  christened  with  the  same  name.  It  was  to  ful- 
fill this  purpose  that  the  ceremonies  of  last  night  were  projected. 

"  The  Procession.  This  was  composed  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
pany, four  representatives  from  each  of  the  twenty-four  companies  in 
the  city,  and  many  invited  guests.  It  was  organized  on  Carondele!" 
Street,  in  front  of  the  engine  house.  In  advance  was  borne  a  calcium 
light,  which  cast  its  long,  sharp  rays  far  along  the  streets.  Then 
followed  a  band  of  music,  consisting  of  thirty-six  instruments.  Next 
came  the  guests,  and  behind-  them  followed  the  '  Louisiana'  boys,  with 
their  exempt  horses  and  the  new  engine,  which  was  drawn  by  four 
handsomely  caparisoned  white  horses.  The  procession  was  brilliantly 
illuminated  upon  a  plan  projected  by  Mr.  Henry  Perry.  Long  rows  ol 
lights  were  borne  on  each  side  and  in  front  of  the  line,  and  the  engine 
itself  was  illuminated  by  means  of  a  girdle  of  gas  jets  extending  all 
around  it.  The  effect  was  very  fine.  Having  marched  through  the 
principabstreets  of  the  Second  District,  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
for  the  residence  of  Mr.  Howard,  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  First 
District.  That  was  reached  between  9  and  10  o'clock.  Sky-rockets  and 
other  fireworks  announced  the  procession,  and  as  the  line  halted  in 
front  of  the  residence  of  the  little  godmother,  loud  cheers  were 
given  by  the  guests  within  the  enclosure  and  the  still  larger  number 
of  people  who  thronged  the  streets  without.  The  band  played  the 
air,  '  Gentle  Annie,'  and  then  the  gates  were  thrown  open  and  the 
procession  filed  into  the  beautifully  illuminated  grounds.  Lanterns 
giving  forth  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow  hung  on  all  the  trees,  and  the 
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place  wore  an  enchanted  look.  Within  the  house  was  gathered  a  large 
company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  Mite  of  the  city.  Strong  locomo- 
tive headlights  were  placed  in  the  streets,  and  everything  in  and  around 
indicated  the  pleasing  and  grateful  purpose  about  to  be  accomplished. 
The  whole  number  of  persons  directly  participating  in  the  christening 
ceremonies  was  scarcely  less  than  one  thousand. 

"  The  beautiful  engine  being  appropriately  stationed,  the  ceremonies 
commenced.  The  presentation  address  was  made  by  Joseph  P.  Hornor, 
Esq.  Having  made  a  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  Fire  Department 
and  of  Louisiana  Hose  Company  in  particular,  calling  up  and  relating  in 
a  most  felicitous  manner  many  pleasing  incidents,  he  closed  his  remarks 
in  terms  of  just  tribute  to  the  firemen  and  of  their  love  and  respect  for 
the  charming  little  girl  whose  name  had  been  given  to  the  new  engine. 
Almost  simultaneously  with  his  uttering  the  last  word,  the  bands  which 
confined  a  fine  silk  drapery  around  the  smoke-stack  were  broken  asunder, 
revealing  the  name,  '  Annie  Howard,'  graven  in  a  plate  of  silver,  and  be- 
neath it  a  finely-executed  vignette  portrait  of  the  beautiful  and  accom- 
plished young  lady.  At  the  same  instant,  as  if  by  magic,  the  name, 
'  Annie,'  was  revealed  in  many  colored  lights  over  the  pavilion  erected  on 
the  grounds  for  the  occasion  of  the  grand  banquet,  the  band  instantly 
striking  up  with  the  air,  v  Annie  Laurie.' 

"  The  Banqttet.  For  this  occasion  Mr.  Howard  had  caused  a  pavilion 
to  be  erected  of  large  dimensions.  It  had  nineteen  centre  posts  and  nine 
centre  cross-beams.  The  whole  was  beautifully  decorated  with  ever- 
greens and  handsome  gas  fixtures,  and  was  capable  of  entertaining  at 
table  nearly  six  hundred  people.  In  a  large  frame  of  flower  work,  and 
wreathed  in  flowers,  was  the  name  '  Annie,'  and  along  the  corridors  of  the 
pavilion  were  Chinese  lanterns  of  every  shape  and  color.  Beneath  this 
gorgeous  pavilion  were  arranged  five  long  tables  loaded  with  all  the  deli- 
cacies which  a  willing  hand  and  a  generous  heart — which  Charley  Howard 
could  provide.  It  was  indeed  a  grand  banquet,  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
worthy  of  the  known  liberality  of  Mr.  Howard,  and  was  intensely  en- 
joyed by  the  company.  Having  discussed  as  hungry  men  know  so  well 
how  to  do  the  substantials,  the  sparkling  wine  was  next  introduced,  and 
Mr.  R.  H.  Benners,  foreman  of  Louisiana  Hose,  gave  the  first  toast  of 
the  evening,  pledging  the  health  and  happiness  of  Miss  Annie  Howard, 
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and  called  upon  Mr.  Robert  Ogden  to  respond,  which  that  gentleman  did, 
in  one  of  those  peculiarly  happy  addresses  for  which  he  is  distinguished. 
The  feasting  and  toasting  were  continued  until  a  late  hour,  when  the 
company  retired,  satisfied  with  themselves,  satisfied  with  their  generous 
host,  and  fully  persuaded  that  a  private  entertainment  on  so  large  a  scale 
was  never  before  given  in  the  Crescent  City." 

The  firemen's  contest  at  the  annual  Mechanics  and  Agricultural 
Fair  held  in  1869  was  notable  for  its  scoring  a  breaking  of  the  record  up 
to  that  time.  There  had  been  considerable  lively  correspondence  between 
Mechanics  No.  6,  who  had  for  some  time  held  the  Champion  Blue  Rib- 
bon of  the  Department,  and  Irad  Ferry  No.  12.  Both  of  them,  at  the 
trial  at  the  Fair  Grounds  on  April  26,  beat  the  previous  record  for 
running  the  engine  with  thirty  men  half  a  mile,  taking  suction  and  throw- 
ing water.  There  were  nine  contestants  in  this  most  exciting  event. 
Mechanics  No.  6  made  the  half  mile  in  2:43 JJ  and  threw  water  in  3:04; 
while  Irad  Ferry  No.  12  made  the  distance  in  2:46'5  and  threw  water  in 
3:05/4 — No.  6  winning  by  a  second  and  a  quarter,  and  taking  the  gold 
medal  and  Blue  Ribbon,  and  No.  12  taking  the  silver  cup. 

But  1869  was  destined  to  be  a  record-breaking  year,  and  the  men  of 
the  department  were  in  such  a  number  of  contests  that  year  that  improve- 
ment on  previous  records  could  not  but  be  looked  for.  At  the  festival 
held  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  No,  6's  time  of  3:04  was  beaten  by  no  less 
than  two  other  companies — its  former  rival  No.  12,  which  made  the  half 
mile  in  2:37^  and  threw  water  in  2:^2%,  and  Columbia  No.  5,  which 
made  distance  in  2:44;'.'  and  threw  water  in  3:02.  A  week  later,  on  July 
1  2th,  the  day's  festival  programme  included  a  trial  on  the  part  of  Perse- 
verance No.  13  to  beat  Columbia  5's  time  of  3:02,  which  it  did  by  throw- 
ing water  in  2:58/^,  while  Mechanics  No.  6,  not  at  all  satisfied  to  be  set 
in  the  background  by  No.  12's  new  time  of  2:52/^,  set  to  work  and  went 
it  one  second  better,  accomplishing  the  feat  of  throwing  water  in  2:5  1%. 

This  record  held  good  for  something  less  than  another  two  weeks. 
On  July  26,  the  second  day  of  the  festival  held  by  the  exempt  societies  of 
Nos.  5  and  13,  Irad  Ferry  No,  12  put  on  an  extra  burst  and  threw  water 
in  the  unprecedented  time  of  2:49,'^,  beating  the  champion's  latest  time 
by  three-quarters  of  a  second.  Only  those  who  remember  and  appreci- 
ate the  intense  though  generous  rivalry  of  those  stirring  days,  when  fire- 
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men's  contests  were  in  the  atmosphere  almost  continuously,  can  realize 
:he  excitement  which  was  produced  by  the  chalk  marks  on  the  blackboard 
which  announced  to  the  gathered  multitude  that  still  another  record  was 
smashed.  No.  12's  joy  was  so  great  that  as  they  marched  homeward  that 
night,  they  could  only  express  themselves  in  the  verse  which  some  im- 
promptu poet  of  the  company  had  put  into  shape  on  the  spur  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  as  they  walked  up  St.  Charles  Street  they  chanted 

"  Come  rally  round  and  be  gay — 
Two  fifty's  one's  played  out ; 
For  Orange  Street  can't  be  beat, 
We're  the  Champions  of  the  South." 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  excursions  of  the  engine  companies 
to  points  not  remote  from  the  city.  These  were  of  frequent  occurrence 
and  all  the  companies  enjoyed  this  feature  of  their  social  life.  Now  and 
then  a  more  ambitious  move  was  made  into  parts  of  the  country  at  such 
a  distance  that  the  departure  of  the  participating  companies  became  a 
matter  of  general  interest  in  the  department.  On  the  evening  of  June  3, 
1870,  two  New  Orleans  crack  companies,  Mechanics  No.  6  and  Hope 
Hook  &  Ladder  No.  3  started  on  their  trip  to  the  North.  Extensive 
preparations  had  been  made  for  this  trip,  and  as  the  companies  were  to 
represent  the  whole  department  in  the  various  contests  they  were  to  par- 
ticipate in  through  the  circuit  of  Northern  cities  they  visited,  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  department  took  an  active  interest  in  contributing  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  trip.  The  expenses  were  raised  by  subscription  and  by  a 
series  of  entertainments.  No.  6  took  the  piano-box  folding  lever  hand- 
engine  of  Columbia  No.  5,  loaned  to  them  for  the  occasion,  and  No.  3 
its  best  truck,  both  refitted  and  fixed  up  for  work  as  well  as  for  making  a 
good  appearance.  The  contestants  who  entered  for  the  honor  of  No.  6 
were  as  follows — Runners:  Robert  B.  Diamorfd,  foreman  ;  William  John- 
son, 1st  assistant;  T.  Lynch,  2nd  assistant;  P.  Gafney,  steward;  James 
Bulger,  James  Comfort,  P.  H.  Waters,  John  Farnan,  C.  Hogan,  Daniel 
Shea,  J.  Miller,  T.  Baldwin,  J.  Finnegan,  P.  Gallagher,  William  Bevans, 
F.  Young,  J.  Bannon,  T.  Selby,  M.  Fogarty,  J.  Dwyer,  V.  Clann,  C.  L. 
McKeane,  T.  McCormack,  Thomas  Devereaux,  C.  McMahon — thirty 
men.  Participants  :  A.  Groush,  of  Mississippi  No.  2  ;  P.  Lahey,  H. 
Fuchs,  James  Murray,  of  No.  13  ;  William   H.  Kilpatrick,  John  T.  Con- 
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don,  1st  assistant  engineer;  and  Daniel  Hurley.  No.  3  Truck  was  repre- 
sented by  the  following  runners  and  citizens — Runners  :  Charles  Young, 
Charles  Holm,  P.  Swan,  J.  B.  Paget,  P.  C  onimlly,  \  liuja,  M.  Cunning- 
ham, M.  Kennedy,  C.  G.  Schneider,  J.  Delaney,  G.  Mass,  William  Simp- 
son, D.  Bozonier,  \Y.  King,  1st  assistant;  A.  Lynch,  P.  Massett,  L. 
Button,  William  Welsh,  T.  White,  G.  Angel,  2nd  assistant;  M.  Donnelly, 
William  Swan,  foreman  ;  and  Henry  Garsen.  Participants — M.  O.  Tracy, 
M.  Carroll,  Lewis  Schair,  Lewis  Seither,  M.  Lynch,  F.  T ague,  J  J.  Heald, 
P.  Hays,  J.  Houth,  X.  A.  Llambias,  Robert  Brewster,  of  No.  9;  John 
Grayer,  foreman  of  No.  8  ;  G  Valz,  foreman  No.  21  ;  James  Girart,  James 
Dillon  and  Harman  Dussor. 

The  excursionists  assembled  at  1  p.  M,  at  the  Clay  Statue,  and  accom- 
panied by  delegations  of  other  companies,  made  a  parade  though  the  city, 
previous  to   their  departure  by  the  Ponchartrain  railroad.     Some  five- 
hundred  citizens  of  New  Orleans  accompanied  the  two  companies,  whose 
route  northward  took  them  through  Cincinnati,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore 
and  New  York.    Coming  within  so  few  years  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
this  excursion  took  on  in  some  degree  the  character  of  a  diplomatic  pil- 
grimage, for  wherever  the  men  went  the  friendships  they  formed  and  the 
receptions  they  met  with  were  regarded  as  clearly  contributing  to  the 
better  understanding  between  the  men  of  the  North  and  those  of  the 
South  of  which  in  those  days  the  country  stood  so  much  in  need.  A 
despatch  from  Cincinnati  to  a  New  York  paper  describing  the  arrival  at 
the  former  city,  written  by  George  L.  Catlin,  previously  a  New  Orleans 
journalist  and  since  that  time  an   efficient  officer  in  the  United  States 
consular  service,  was  copied  in  the  home  papers.    Writing  from  Cincinnati 
on  June  27th,  he  said  :  "  I  have  just  witnessed  a  reunion  more  real,  more 
practical,  more  productive  in  lasting  results  than  ten  years  of  Congres- 
sional legislation  and  tinkering  at  reconstruction  laws,  could  produce. 
I  havejust  seen  hearty  Cincinnati  firemen,  who  fought  with  Heintzelman, 
with  Buell,  with  Hancock  with  a  will,  clasp  hands  cordially,  even  enthusi- 
astically, with  sturdy,  robust  firemen    of  the  Southern  metropolis,  men 
who  fought  with  a  will  with  Lee,  with  Buckner.  and  with  Hood.  Now, 
if  this  be   not  reconstruction,  if  you  will  show  me  the  American  who 
could  without  a  certain  leaping  in  his  heart  see  those  whilom  foes  sitting 
down  together  to  discuss  stuffed  crabs,  Roederer  and  ice-cream  (for  the 
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day  is  fearfully  warm),  then  I  will  show  you  an  American  who  can  see  no 
further  into  the  future  than  a  cat  can  see  into  a  mile-post.  They  are  a 
jolly,  big-hearted,  whole-souled  crowd,  these  New  Orleans  men,  and  as 
their  red  shirts  or  great,  high-fronted  hats  came  into  view  around  the  cor- 
ner of  Sixth  and  Walnut  Streets,  on  their  march  from  the  depot  to  their 
place  of  entertainment,  at  the  house  of  Gift  Steam  Fire  Engine  Co.,  No. 
3,  it  was  no  faint  hum  of  admiration  which  arose  from  the  crowded  side- 
walks at  the  sight  of  those  manly  faces  and  stalwart  figures  and  footsteps 
which  fell  with  the  regularity  of  those  of  drilled  veterans.  First  came  a 
Zouave  band,  then  delegates  from  the  Cincinnati  Department  both  in 
carriages  and  afoot,  then,  the  observed  of  all,  the  guests,  numbering 
about  a  hundred,  all  at  the  ropes,  pulling  away  manfully  over,  to  them, 
unaccustomed  inequalities  of  ground.  Up  hill  and  down  hill,  you  know, 
are  unknown  in  the  Crescent  City,  where  all  is  as  level  as  a  billiard  table. 
Fancy  then  the  feelings  of  Three's  and  Six's  boys  tugging  their  four- 
wheel  pets  up  the  steep  of  Walnut  Street !  Well,  up,  at  all  events,  they 
got.  The  reception  at  the  depot  had  been  quite  ceremonious  and  com- 
plete. Five  of  the  City  Fathers,  Chief  Engineer  Megrue,  and  others, 
had  been  on  hand  patiently  awaiting  the  train's  arrival  from  Louisville. 
Two  hours  more,  and  tedious  ones,  too,  were  consumed  in  unshipping  the 
engine,  a  heavy  hand  engine,  and  the  hook  and  ladder,  equally  cumbrous, 
from  the  platform  car  to  terra  fir  ma.  But  these  annoyances  were  only 
temporary,  and  were  forgotten  in  the  great  shout  of  welcome  which  fol- 
lowed. Nor  are  these  New  Orleans  companies  without  a  prestige  of 
their  own.  They  make  this  trip,  holding  out  on  one  side  the  hand  of 
fellowship,  on  the  other  a  challenge  to  pull  an  engine  of  twenty-three 
hundred  pounds  and  fifty  feet  of  hose  over  a  given  distance  and  throw 
water  the  soonest.  Ah  !  how  often  and  often,  on  the  old  Fair  Grounds 
of  New  Orleans,  have  these  gallant  fellows  competed,  under  a  scorching 
sun,  in  contests  such  as  these.  With  what  success,  one  has  but  to  look 
at  their  engine  or  truck,  laden  with  costly  plate  or  silverware  trophies  of 
a  score  of  trials.  Nor  are  their  members  men  of  inferior  position  at  home. 
Looking  clown  the  long  ranks  one  sees — that  is,  if  he  has  ever  been  in 
New  Orleans  for  any  period  of  time — that  they  represent  the  best  type 
of  the  manhood  of  the  Queen  City  of  Louisiana.  Men  of  more  com- 
manding appearance  than  Bob  Diamond  or  Bill  Swan,  Foreman  of  No.  6 
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and  No.  3,  respectively,  one  could  scarcely  wish  to  look  upon  anywhere  ; 
and,  what  is  equally  good,  they  represent  honored  and  respected  con- 
stituencies at  home." 

This  letter  ended  with  the  injunction  for  the  people  of  New  York  to 
get  ready  to  give  the  visitors  a  rousing  welcome,  when  they  should 
arrive  there  after  stopping  at  Philadelphia.  At  the  latter  cits*  they 
arrived  in  time  to  participate  in  the  Fourth  of  July  celebrations,  and  to 
take  a  trip  to  Atlantic  City  as  the  guests  of  the  Philadelphia  Department, 
and  to  make  sundry  other  excursions  of  interest.  On  their  arrival  they 
were  escorted  through  the  city  by  forty-five  companies  of  the  home 
department. 

They  started  for  New  York  on  the  evening  of  July  6,  arriving  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  There  they  were  met  by  a  representation  of 
the  New  York  Fire  Department,  under  Engineer  Mackey,  with  an  escort 
of  two  steam  engines  and  one  hook  and  ladder  company,  the  best  of 
music  being  furnished  by  ^' -Colonel  Jim  Fisk's  "  celebrated  Ninth  Regi- 
ment band.  Ex-Coroner  C.  F.  Wildey,  who  is  still  flourishing  in  New 
York  as  a  popular  Boniface,  was  present  to  greet  the  men  as  an  old 
friend,  and  a  delegation  from  the  Mutual  Base  Ball  Club  also  had  some 
old  scores  of  courtesy  to  settle  with  the  visitors.  A  procession  was 
formed  and  marched  up  Broadway  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  house  of 
Truck  No.  3  of  the  New  York  Department,  and  the  engines  being  left 
there,  another  march  was  taken  down  town  to  the.  Astor  House,  where 
the  visiting  companies  were  entertained  during  their  stay  in  the  city. 
Colonel  Fisk  made  them  at  home  at  his  Grand  Opera  House  on  Eighth 
Avenue,  and  took  them  down  to  Long  Branch  on  the  "Plymouth  Rock," 
and  there  was  much  and  varied  entertainment  offered  to  them  while  they 
were  in  the  hands  of  their  hospitable  hosts  of  the  Empire  City.  They 
returned  to  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  July  24th,  and  at  the  Lake  End 
they  received  an  ovation  which  must  have  warmed  their  hearts.  The 
entire  Department  turned  out  to  receive  them,  and  apparently  the  entire 
population  of  the  city,  with  Mayor  Flanders  at  their  head,  who  made  a 
speech  of  welcome  tu  the  men  who  had  carried  so  far  and  so  creditably 
the  honor  of  the  city.  He  was  followed  by  President  Marks,  who  greeted 
his  returning  comrades  on  behalf  of  the  Department  in  an  address  from 
which  these  significant  sentences  are  taken  : 
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"  I  trust  that  your  visit  to  the  Northern  and  Western  sections  of 
our  common  country  will  be  productive  of  good  results  ;  that  in  inter- 
mingling with  the  people  you  may  have  contributed  to  convince  them 
that  there  is  a  strong  desire  among  us,  if  we  are  permitted,  to  forget  the 
past  and  to  unite  with  good  men  everywhere  throughout  the  land  in  their 
efforts  to  restore  our  country  to  its  former  greatness  and  glory  ;  that  as 
merchants,  as  mechanics,  and  as  laborers  and  productive  members  of 
society  all  that  we  ask  is  peace,  real  peace,  and  the  blessings  of  constitu- 
tional liberty;  that,  eschewing  politics,  we  are  united  in  a  common 
brotherhood,  the  object  of  which  is  to  support  the  widow  and  distressed, 
bury  the  dead  and  give  protection  to  life  and  property  in  our  midst. 
No  doubt  your  journey  has  given  you  more  comprehensive  views  of  the 
magnitude,  the  greatness  and  the  wonderful  prosperity  of  our  favored 
country;  that  you  have  become  convinced  that  with  the  aid  of  a  kind 
Providence  and  with  the  influence  of  a  wise  and  magnanimous  govern- 
ment we  can  soon  again  become  a  united  and  happy  people.  That  you 
return  with  the  determination  as  good  citizens  to  contribute  to  this  result, 
and  to  continue  to  perform  all  of  those  self-sacrifices  which  have  made 
your  name  the  synonym  of  usefulness,  I  feel  confident." 

After  this  there  was  a  triumphal  procession  through  the  streets  of 
the  city,  which  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  undertakings  in  the 
history  of  the  Department. 

The  zeal  with  which  the  companies  who  had  reason  to  believe  in  their 
athletic  prowess  sought  for  tokens  of  victory,  in  the  shape  of  ribbons, 
"  horns,"  et  cetera,  was  in  the  end  productive  of  a  great  multiplicity  of 
championship  contests  ;  and  it  was  difficult  to  know  who  the  champion 
was  at  any  one  time,  so  frequently  were  the  victors  challenged  and 
defeated  either  by  their  former  rival  or  by  a  new  claimant  of  champion- 
ship honors.  The  following  letter  to  the  press  will  give  a  member's  view 
of  the  objections  to  this  course  : 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  JVeza  Orleans  Times 

"Knowing  the  interest  that  the  New  Orleans  Times  takes  in  any- 
thing connected  with  our  Fire  Department,  I  offer  a  suggestion.  I 
allude  to  the  blue  ribbon  fever,  and  the  contests  for  superiority  in  the 
hand  engine  and  hook  and  ladder  races,  by  hand — a  new  feature  in  the 
Fire  Department  of  this  city.     Everybody  conversant  with  the  working 
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of  the  Fire  Department  knows  that  for  the  last  three  years  this  practice  of 
racing  has  been  the  bone  of  contention,  and  to-day  it  is  as  far  from  being 
settled  as  when  first  introduced.  It  has  a  demoralizing  effect,  not  only 
on  the  companies  running  those  races,  but  on  the  whole  department,  and 
causes  ill-feelings  and  prejudices  to  exist  among  the  members  of  the  rival 
companies  and  their  respective  friends,  where  such  feelings  should  not 
exist,  and  more  especially  among  the  members  of  our  Fire  Department, 
whose  object  is  to  be  charitable  to  the  widow  and  orphan  of  our  deceased 
members,  and  to  be  beneficial  to  each  other. 

"What  I  would  suggest  is  that  the  Mechanics'  and  Agricultural  Fair 
Association,  on  next  Sunday,  or  some  clay  during  the  present  State 
Fair,  offer  as  a  prize  the  '  State  Blue  Ribbon,'  (the  winner  in  each  case 
to  retain  it  until  the  next  Fair,)  one  for  a  hand  engine  race,  and  one  for 
hook  and  ladder  race  ;  both  races  to  be  run  entirely  under  the  supervision 
of  the  director  having  charge  of  that  department,  the  defeated  companies 
to  accept  the  situation  and  abide  their  time  until  the  next  Fair.  Let  the 
companies  running  these  races  mutually  agree  among  themselves  not  to 
run  any  races  except  once  a  year,  and  then  at  the  State  Fair,  for  the 
championship  of  the  State. 

"  I  think  if  this  suggestion  were  acted  upon,  it  would  benefit  all  par- 
ties— the  Mechanics'  and  Agricultural  Fair  Association,  from  the  sub- 
stantial fact  that  it  would  draw  to  the  Grounds  thousands  that  other- 
wise would  not  think  of  going  to  the  Fair,  as  the  attendance  at  the  Fair 
on  Sunday  last  will  prove  ;  out  of  about  four  thousand  persons  on  the 
ground  on  Sunday,  at  least  three- fourths  went  to  see  the  race  only.  It 
would  also  benefit  the  companies  that  have  been  running  these  races, 
from  the  fact  that  the  championship  for  one  year  would  be  settled, 
and,  therefore,  there  would  be  no  object  in  running,  and  in  the  course  of 
time  this  evil  practice  of  running  would  die  a  natural  death,  and  not  be  a 
weekly  occurrence  as  it  was  last  summer.  If  there  is  not  some  mode 
adopted  to  stop  this  continual  racing,  it  will  end  in  some  bad  result,  and 
then  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  will, 
in  defence  of  the  Department,  have  to  stop  it  altogether. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  An  Exempt." 

"  New  Orleans,  April  25,  1870. 
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One  of  the  most  exciting  contests  recorded  in  the  department  history 
was  the  famous  race  between  Eagle  No.  fs  horse,  "  Dusty  Bob,"  and 
Vigilant  No.  3's  champion  "Lion."    The  latter  had  worn  the  title  of 
champion   of  the  department  for  a  long  time  undisputed ;  but  in  time 
Dusty  Bob,  in  a  trial  not  involving  the  championship,  beat  Lion's  best 
figures  by  several  seconds,  making  the  mile  in  3:56,  which  inspired  the 
members  of  No.  7  to  desire  the  title  transferred  to  their  horse,  and  the 
horns  emblematic  of  the  championship  to  their  house.     So,  early  in 
August,  1 87 1,  No.  7  challenged  No.  3  to  a  friendly  match  to  settle  the 
question  of  superiority.     No.  3  accepted,  naming  $500  as  the  stakes. 
No.  7  had  not  intended  to  do  more  than  test  the  merits  of  the  horses, 
without  any  prize  money  ;  but  being  thus  put  to  it  they  accepted  the  re- 
sponse, raising  the  stakes  to  $1,000  a  side,  the  race  to  come  off  on  Sun- 
day, Aug.  20th,  at  the  Fair  Grounds. 

The  fact  that  both  horses  had  made  extraordinary  time  extended  the 
interest  in  this  match  beyond  the  limits  of  the  fire  department,  and  the 
grounds  were  crowded  with  a  sportsmanlike  throng  on  the  day  set  for  the 
race.  The  race  was  to  be  one  mile  to  hose  carriage,  carrying  500  feet  of 
hose,  a  weight  of  2, 100  pounds  all  told.  Dusty  Bob's  previous  improve- 
ment on  Lion's  time  made  him  the  favorite  in  the  betting,  and  there  were 
many  bets  also  that  he  would  make  the  mile  in  better  than  four  minutes. 
The  horses  ran  separately.  Bob  started  first,  driven  by  H.  h  er,  and 
made  the  quarter  in  67  seconds,  half  in  2:10,  and  home  in  4:1733,  which 
was  a  disappointment  to  those  who  bet  on  him  against  time.  But  when 
Lion  followed,  driven  by  Toby  Long,  and  though  doing  as  well  as  65 
seconds  for  the  quarter,  only  made  the  half  mile  in  2:18  and  home  in 
4:22,  a  loud  shout  from  the  partizans  of  Dusty  Bob  rent  the  air,  and  they 
forthwith  pocketed  the  emoluments  of  their  confidence  in  No.  fs  noble 
horse. 

But  it  was  felt  that  both  horses  could  do  better,  and  especially  it  was 
urged  that  Lion  had  split  a  trace,  and  therefore  was  capable  not  only  of 
improving  on  his  4:22  but  of  beating  Dusty  Bob,  too.  No.  3  renewed 
their  challenge,  three  days  after  the  race,  requesting  that  the  match  be 
repeated  on  the  following  Sunday.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  long 
and  somewhat  bitter  correspondence  between  the  companies.  No.  7 
objected  that,  having  won  the  race  of  Aug.  20,  they  could  not  fairly  be 
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asked  to  repeat  it  ;  but  at  the  same  time  expressed  their  willingness, 
"  having  the  '  Champion  Horns,'  at  any  time  to  receive  a  direct  challenge  " 
from  any  company  that  felt  disposed  to  try  and  take  them  away  from 
them.  As  the  controversy  was  already  under  way,  the  management  of 
it  was  delegated  to  committees — that  representing  No.  7  consisting  of 
fames  Campbell,  J.  F.  Sturcken,  H.  Wax,  B.  Otero,  F.  McDonnell  and 
H.  J.  Dupaquier ;  and  No.  3  represented  by  Charles  Hemard,  P.  Her- 
man, F.  Keehn  and  H.  Forschler.  Xo.  3  promptly  responded  to  the 
above  notification  with  the  direct  challenge  required,  the  race  to  take 
place  within  two  weeks,  be  run  under  the  same  conditions  as  before,  and 
to  include  either  or  all  of  the  following  stakes — 1.  For  the  champion- 
ship ;  2.  For  $625  to  $500;  3.  For  $1,250  to  $1,000;  4.  For  $2,500 
to  $2,000;  5.  For  $5,000  to  $4,000  (No.  3  giving  the  odds);  and  "  the 
Horns  included." 

In  accepting  this  challenge,  No.  7  modified  it  as  follows,  being  the 
only  conditions  they  would  consent  to,  the  object  in  their  view  being  to 
test  the  merits  of  the  horses  only — namely,  to  race  under  the  same 
conditions  and  for  the  same  amount  as  previously  ;  and  as  a  further 
condition,  they  required  the  acceptance  by  No.  3  of  a  further  challenge; 
within  a  week  after  the  first  race  to  race  again  for  $2,000  a  side  and  the 
championship.  Then  they  added:  "As  for  the  Horns,  which  is  a 
private  prize,  we  intend  to  keep  them  in  our  possession  ;  it  is  only  re- 
ciprocal, inasmuch  as  you  availed  yourselves  of  the  same  privilege  when 
we  first  challenged  you  for  the  possession  of  the  Blue  Ribbon,  that  being 
the  only  motive  which  prompted  our  original  challenge."  No.  3  replied, 
taking  note  of  the  restricted  conditions,  and  proposing  various  modifica- 
tions of  the  terms,  "  in  the  spirit  of  fairness."  This  phrase  was  seized 
or.  by  No.  7,  who  pointed  out  that  the  spirit  of  fairness  worked  both 
ways,  and  did  not  permit  No.  3  to  dictate  terms  in  the  original  match  as 
the  challenged  party,  and  then  dictate  them  also  in  the  return  match 
when  they  were  the  challengers.  And  so  it  went  on  in  the  newspapers  for 
several  weeks,  until  finally  the  committees  got  down  to  an  agreement  for 
a  final  race  to  test  the  horses,  to  be  run  at  the  Fair  Grounds  on  October 
29,  to  consist  of  two  events,  1.  A  hose  carriage  trotting  race,  one  mile, 
weight  of  carriage  not  to  exceed  1,600  pounds,  for  $1,000  a  side  and  the 
championship;  2.  A  two-wheel  hose  carriage  trotting  race,  without 
hose,  one  mile,  for  $500  a  side. 
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When  the  day  came  the  grounds  were  packed,  for  the  controversy  had 
aroused  much  interest.  Moreover,  at  an  intervening-  hose  carriage  race, 
in  which  No.  3's  Lion  did  not  enter,  Dusty  Bob  had  won  and  reduced 
his  time  to  4:033^,  securing  the  prize  of  a  fine  set  of  harness.  The 
second  of  the  two  events  came  off  first.  The  judges  were  Messrs. 
Foley  and  Benedict  for  No.  3,  and  Henry  Bonnabel  and  Mr.  Maxwell 
for  No.  7,  Dr.  Joseph  Elliot  being  chosen  referee.  Lion  started  first 
and  made  the  mile  badly,  in  4:34/4 — but  Bob  came  to  the  front  nicely 
in  4:1 1,  winning  the  $500.  Lion  had  looked  not  in  the  best  condition,  and 
this  result  was  not  unexpected.  But  there  was  a  surprise  in  store  for 
those  who  looked  to  see  Bob  carry  off  all  the  honors,  for  when  the 
horses,  after  being  rubbed  down  and  recuperated,  were  trotted  out  for 
the  great  championship  event,  Lion  turned  the  tables  on  his  victorious 
rival,  and  won  the  race  in  4:06^  to  Bob's  4:14^. 

It  would  be  quite  possible  to  extend  the  narration  of  the  contests 
and  amusements  of  the  firemen,  without  losing  the  interest  of  the  tale, 
but  the  limits  of  space  require  that  the  examples  cited  should  suffice. 
They  show  sufficiently  the  character  of  these  pastimes  of  leisure  days, 
which  were  distinctly  valuable  not  only  as  infusing  an  element  of  jollity 
into  an  otherwise  serious  and  sombre  career,  but  also  as  maintaining 
expert  efficiency  and  in  diffusing  the  essential  quality  of  comradeship. 


City  Hall. 

Headquarters  of  the  Fire  Department. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

THE  PAID  DEPARTMENT,  1X91  to  1895. 

Commissioners  Appointed  and  Organized — Selection-  of  Members  and 
Officers  of  Companies — New  Code  of  Discipline  and  Etiquette — 
Heavy  Fires  to  Begin  with — The  First  Fatality;  Death  of 
Golden  and  Parera — The  Grunewai.d  Fire  and  its  Heroes — Gold 
Medals  Awarded— Death  of  Charles  E.  McDonald— Mutual  Bene- 
fit Fund  Proposed — A  Department  Library — St.  Charles  Hotel 
Fire — The  Fire  Department  Reorganized  Under  State  Law — 
Demands  for  Increased  Apparatus  and  Force — First  Year  of  the 
Mutual  Relief  and  Benefit  Fund — Citizens  and  Underwriters 
Combine  for  Additional  Facilities. 


HE  first  step  towards  the  formal  organization  of  the  new  depart- 
ment in  1 89 1  was  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners and  officers  ;  and  these  were  named  by  the  Mayor 
as  soon  as  under  the  ordinance  he  was  authorized  to  do  so,  in 
order  to  have  all  in  readiness  for  starting  the  new  machinery  on  the 
appointed  clay.  The  original  Board  consisted  of  Mayor  Joseph  A. 
Shakespeare  and  Police  Commissioner  Thomas  Agnew,  cx-officio  members, 
who  were  succeeded  in  May,  1892,  by  Mayor  John  Fitzpatrick  and  Police 
Commissioner  C.  Taylor  Gauche,  respectively  ;  and  the  following  Fire 
Commissioners,  whose  terms,  decided  by  lot,  expired  with  the  years  set 
against  their  names — Joseph  H.  DeGrange,  Commissioner-at-Large, 
Upper  District,  (Acting  President)  1898  ;  Gustave  Pitot,  Commissioner- 
at-Large,  Lower  District,  1898  ;  John  F.  Simpson,  First  Municipal  Dis- 
trict, 1897;  Frank  Barker,  Second  District,  1898;  Charles  Noel,  Third 
District,  1896  (resigned  May  1,  1892,  and  succeeded  for  balance  of  term 
by  H.  Miestier)  ;  J.  J.  Kuhner,  Fourth  District,  1894;  Dr.  W.  H.  Riley, 
Fifth  District,  1895  ;  H.  Wellman,  Sixth  District,  Dec.  15,  1892.  Andrew 
A.  Roland  was  appointed  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  John 
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Callan,  M.  D.,  Department  Physician,  and  A.  S.  Wheeler,  Veterinary 
Surgeon.  Daniel  Rovve  was  appointed  Messenger.  Thomas  O'Connor 
had  been  made  Chief  Engineer  by  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  creating 
the  Paid  Department,  and  Assistant  Engineers  were  appointed  as  fol- 
lows : — A.  J.  Lynch,  First  Fire  District  ;  J.  D.  Donovan,  Second  Dis- 
trict;  Thomas  O'Neil,  Third  District ;  Timothy  Daly,  Fourth  District; 
A.  Arbo,  Fifth  District. 

The  first  meeting;  of  the  new  Board  was  held  on  the  evening-  of 
December  7,  1891,  with  all  the  Commissioners  present.  Plunging  at 
once  into  the  work  before  them,  the  Commissioners  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  and  men  for  the  several  companies,  following  almost 
entirely  the  nominations  made  by  the  companies  themselves  confirmed  by 
the  District  Commissioners.  The  city  was  redistricted  for  fire  purposes 
and  the  assignment  of  engines  made  to  their  proper  localities.  It  was 
also  resolved  that  all  appointments  were  to  be  made  subject  to  medical 
examination  and  revision  of  salaries,  and  that  members  of  the  force  who 
should  be  thrown  out  of  employment  by  reason  of  the  abolition  of  their 
companies  should  be  placed  on  the  call  roll  of  the  Department  and  have 
the  preference  in  future  appointments  to  the  service. 

For  some  weeks  after  the  organization  of  the  Board,  the  Commis- 
sioners were  kept  very  busy  with  the  completion  of  the  roster  and  the 
arrangement  of  a  thousand  and  one  details  of  management,  taking  up  the 
threads  laid  down  by  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  Chief 
O'Connor  was  in  frequent  attendance  on  the  Board  meetings,  assisting 
with  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  the  transfer  of  power  into  the  new 
hands.  An  important  change  now  made  was  the  preparation  of  the 
engine  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  men  who  were  to  live  in 
them  while  on  duty.  There  was  more  or  less  shifting  about  of  men  from 
one  company  to  another,  new  appointments  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  original  appointees,  and  adaptation  of  the  apparatus  to 
suit  the  new  distribution  of  fire  protection  throughout  the  city.  With 
the  arrival  of  the  important  day  for  the  transfer  of  the  service  from  the 
old  Association  to  the  new  Board,  matters  had  progressed  so  well  that  all 
was  in  readiness  for  the  ceremony,  and  the  operation  of  the  Fire 
Department  went  on  without  a  perceptible  break.  Throughout  the 
delicate  negotiations  between  the  city  and  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Asso- 


Hon.  JNO.  FITZPATRICK,  May 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


4-3 


ciation,  which  were  conducted  for  the  Association  by  President  Marks, 
the  facilities  afforded  by  that  gentleman  for  harmoniously  adjusting  minor 
differences  were  appreciated  and  acknowledged  by  the  Commissioners. 

Chief  O'Connor  made  his  first  formal  report  to  the  new  Commis- 
sioners on  Dec.  iS,  notifying  them  of  his  action  in  carrying  out  the  plans 
for  department  organization,  and  reporting  the  alarms  of  fires  responded 
to  during  the  two  days  of  the  new  regime.  Already  he  had  a  false  alarm 
to  report,  and  he  reverted  to  the  old  cause  of  complaint  with  a  stern 
recommendation  that  the  Commissioners  take  radical  steps  to  "lodge 
the  false-alarm  fiend  within  the  prison  walls."  An  effort  was  made  at 
this  time  by  several  Commissioners,  seconded  by  the  recommendation  of 
Chief  O'Connor,  to  do  away  with  the  sounding  of  bell-alarms,  relying 
only  on  the  still-alarm  ;  but  except  to  stop  the  bells  in  front  of  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  this  reform  was  for  the  time  postponed. 

Of  course  the  change  from  a  Volunteer  to  a  Paid  Department,  with 
all  the  company  attaches  full  paid  employees  of  the  city,  gave  the  Chief 
Engineer  cause  to  establish  a  code  of  discipline  and  etiquette  which  was 
out  of  the  question  when  the  majority  of  the  men  were  volunteers.  Of 
this  opportunity  Chief  O'Conner  at  once  availed  himself,  and  by  a  series  of 
orders  and  circulars  soon  had  his  compact  organization  under  a  uniform 
system  which  facilitated  operations  very  much,  and  which  indeed  was 
necessitated  by  the  relegation  to  a  few  paid  men  the  duties  that  before 
had  been  performed  by  a  much  larger  number.  Also,  the  Commissioners 
promptly  advertised  for  bids  for  new  uniforms  for  the  men.  These  were 
ready  and  were  worn  on  and  after  March  20,  1892.  Now  that  the  city 
was  the  directly  interested  party  in  having  a  water  supply  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  the  fire  department,  considerable  vigor  was  infused  into 
the  inspection  of  fire  hydrants  and  wells  and  consequent  demands  upon 
the  Common  Council  for  improvements.  In  February  a  special  commit- 
tee reported  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  subject  of  ship  fires,  and  when 
the  Board  adopted  the  report,  including  a  measure  for  charging  ship 
owners  for  the  services  of  the  engines  in  pumping  out  ships  after  the 
extinguishment  of  fires,  some  who  remembered  how  the  old  Association 
had  been  berated  for  following  this  very  just  course  smiled  a  broad  smile 
behind  their  hands. 

The  first  serious  fire  to  which  the  new  department  was  called  oc- 
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curred  on  the  night  of  February  17,  1892,  originating  in  the  store  of  A. 
Schwartz  &  Sons  at  Canal  and  Bourbon  Streets.  It  extended  to  other 
buildings  and  resulted  in  a  considerable  loss.  The  fire  had  gained  good 
headway  before  the  alarm  was  sent,  and  when  the  engines  reached  the 
scene  they  were  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  hottest  fires  ever  faced  by 
the  oldest  veteran.  An  interesting  feature  of  this  fire  was  that,  when  the 
firemen  were  having  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  kinks  out  of  one  of  the 
long  lines  of  hose  it  was  necessary  to  run  to  reach  water,  Chief  O'Con- 
nor called  on  the  crowd  for  volunteers  to  lend  a  hand  ;  and  instantly  the 
response  came  from  a  lot  of  old-timers  who  were  looking  on,  who  eagerly 
took  hold  again  of  their  old  work  and  got  things  into  shape  with  a  celer- 
ity that  brought  back  to  every  spectator  the  old  days  now  past,  when 
volunteers'  work  was  a  part  of  the  regular  order  of  fire  duty. 

Very  soon  after  this,  on  the  morning  of  April  3,  occurred  the  banner 
fire  of  the  past  half-century,  consuming  a  good  part  of  four  squares  lying 
between  Race  and  Thalia  Streets,  Front  and  St.  Peters.  This  property 
was  occupied  by  several  large  and  well  stocked  cotton  presses,  and  a  high 
wind  which  not  only  fanned  the  flames  but  blew  the  burning  cotton  in  all 
directions,  rendered  it  a  very  difficult  fire  to  deal  with.  While  the  en- 
gines were  busy  with  this  tremendous  fire,  another  broke  out  at  the 
corner  of  Laurel  and  Third  Streets,  which  suffered  somewhat  from  the 
occupation  of  the  engines  with  the  former  fire,  and  also  from  the  lack  of 
communication  by  wire  with  outlying  engine  houses,  which  prevented  their 
being  called  to  the  scene.  It  became  finally  necessary  to  send  couriers 
to  remote  sections  for  engines.  In  the  end  the  fire  was  subdued  only 
after  it  had  become  a  general  conflagration  and  a  considerable  portion  of 
five  squares  between  First  and  Third  Streets,  Magazine  and  Annuncia- 
tion, had  been  burned.  At  these  fires  Capt.  Alfred  Dupre,  Lieut.  A.  T. 
Shaw  and  C.  A.  Bourdeau,  of  No.  13,  and  Capt.  Louis  Martin,  of  No. 
14,  were  seriously  injured. 

The  first  general  review  and  dress  parade  of  the  department  took 
place  on  the  23d  and  24th  of  March,  showing  the  men  in  their  new  uni- 
forms and  inspiring  general  satisfaction  in  those  responsible  for  the 
department  and  in  the  public  at  large.  Action  was  taken  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  May  toward  connecting  the  engine  houses  by  telephone — a 
step  that  has  saved  much  inconvenience  as  well  as  property  ever  since. 
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Chief  O'Connor  had  a  narrow  escape  from  terminating-  his  earthly  career 
at  a  fire  on  the  evening  of  August  ist.  He  had  gone  in  person  to  a  fire 
on  North  Peters  Street,  for  although  he  did  not  generally  answer  alarms 
from  there,  he  knew  the  dangerous  character  of  the  buildings  and  felt  it 
important  to  be  on  hand,  binding  men  on  the  ladders  in  what  he 
deemed  a  dangerous  position  he  ordered  them  down,  and  had  just 
stepped  across  the  street  when  the  front  cornice  of  the  building  fell,  and, 
crashing  through  a  shed,  struck  him  on  the  head.  Only  his  heavy  fire  hat 
saved  his  skull,  and  only  his  prompt  order  withdrawing  his  men  in  time 
had  saved  their  lives. 

The  first  fatality  of  the  new  department  was  a  particularly  sad  one, 
for  the  victims  did  not  die  as  heroes  often  do,  suddenly,  but  suffered 
long,  while  their  agonized  comrades  were  powerless  to  help  them. 
Daniel  D.  Golden  and  Dominick  F.  Parera,  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  3, 
lost  their  lives  under  circumstances  which  rendered  them  a  useless  sacri- 
fice, at  a  fire  occurring  on  October  9,  on  Canal  Street,  near  St.  Anthony. 
W  hen  the  engines  reached  this  fire,  which  involved  a  building  used  as  a 
dwelling,  trrocerv  and  bar  room,  there  was  nothing  for  the  steamers  to  do 
because  no  water  was  procurable.  A  single  stream  of  water  could  have 
checked  the  flames,  but  it  was  not  to  be  had.  So,  man)'  persons  ran  into 
the  building  in  the  hope  of  saving  the  stock,  and  by  hard  work  succeeded 
in  bringing  much  of  it  out  before  the  heat  drove  them  from  the  premises. 
But  firemen  can  stand  more  heat  than  other  men,  and  Golden  and  Parera 
kept  at  the  work  after  the  others  had  retired.  Suddenly  there  was  aloud 
explosion  (supposed  by  some  to  have  been  a  soda  water  tank),  and  these 
two  brave  fellows  were  stricken  down  where  they  stood,  maimed,  pinned 
where  they  fell  by  falling  timbers,  and  lay  there  helpless  while  the  cruel 
flames  crept  towards  them.  Notwithstanding  their  peril  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  for  any  of  their  comrades  to  reach  them,  although  Parera,  who 
was  conscious,  called  for  help.  It  was  not  until  a  well  of  water  had  been 
discovered  that  the  way  could  be  cleared  of  fire  and  the  unfortunate  men 
were  finally  reached  and  brought  out  on  shutters.  Golden  was  already 
dead,  and  poor  Parera  breathed  his  last  as  he  was  borne  into  the  street. 
The  former  left  a  family,  and  the  latter  an  expectant  bride  to  mourn  him, 
for  he  was  to  have  been  married  in  a  few  weeks.  Their  funeral  took 
place  at  the  Church  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  attended  by  the  Fire  Com- 
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missioners  and  members  of  the  department.  Parera  was  buried  in  Green- 
wood Cemetery  and  Golden  in  that  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

A  more  gratifying,  though  equally  conspicuous,  event  which  occurred 
a  few  weeks  later,  brought  the  Fire  Department  again  prominently  before 
the  public,  and  furnished  to  the  Department  the  names  of  other  heroes 
who,  happily,  did  not  have  to  sacrifice  their  lives  to  attain  glory  and  honor 
in  their  calling.  In  the  early  morning  hours  of  the  31st  of  October  a 
tremendous  fire  consumed  the  building  known  as  Grunewald  Hall,  on 
Baronne  Street,  occupied  below  for  a  piano  warehouse,  and  in  the  upper 
story  by  the  families  of  Louis  Hess  and  Joseph  Mutz.  Cut  off  from 
escape  by  smoke  and  flame  these  unfortunate  persons,  nine  in  number, 
seemed  doomed  to  destruction.  And  that  surely  would  have  been  their 
fate,  but  for  the  heroic  courage  of  the  firemen  who  effected  their  rescue 
when  the  ordinary  ladders  had  proved  too  short,  reaching  them  by  mount- 
ing the  fire  escape  of  the  Chess,  Checkers  and  Whist  Club  adjoining, 
swinging  by  a  rope  to  the  burning  building,  hauling  a  ladder  over  to 
bridge  from  one  to  the  other,  and  passing  the  endangered  persons  across 
it  to  a  place  of  safety,  while  the  spectators  stood  below  in  breathless  sus- 
pense, and  cheered  the  gallant  feat  when  the  last  one  had  passed  safely 
over  the  life-bridge.  This  act  received  prompt  recognition  from  Chief 
O'Connor,  who  named  in  his  report  to  the  Commissioners  the  deserving 
men — Lieut.  Jules  Pujol,  Driver  Louis  Pujol  and  Ladderman  Florence 
Fisher,  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  4;  Lieut.  William  King,  of  the  Insurance 
Patrol,  and  James  Walsh  of  the  Hibernia  Insurance  Company,  a  gallant 
soldier  throughout  the  war,  a  former  member  and  foreman  of  old  Colum- 
bia No.  5,  and  subsequently  connected  with  the  Salvage  Corps  and 
insurance  interests.  In  conformity  with  Chief  O'Connor's  recommenda- 
tion the  Commissioners  ordered  gold  medals  for  presentation  to  the  Pu- 
jols and  Fisher,  of  Truck  No.  4,  and  a  citizens'  subscription  added  a 
medal  for  Walsh.  The  presentation  of  these  medals  occurred  in  con- 
nection with  the  review  and  parade  of  the  Department  on  January  11, 
1893.  The  line  formed  on  Canal  Street,  and  then  moved  up  to  St. 
Charles  to  the  City  Hall,  where  No.  4  company  was  drawn  up  at  the  side- 
walk, and  the  Grunewald  heroes  stepped  out  to  the  front.  Mayor  Fitz- 
patrick  presented  the  medals  in  a  speech  in  which  he  dwelt  with  emphasis 
on  the  sweet  memories  connected  with  the  old  department,  which  had 
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furnished  to  the  new  regime  men  of  their  type,  actuated  by  the  same 
noble  and  patriotic  impulses  ;  and  assuring  them  that  the  Commissioners 
felt  proud  of  their  gallant  conduct  and  grand  example,  as  he  presented  the 
medals  of  honor.  Chief  O'Connor  responded  on  behalf  of  the  members 
of  Truck  4,  and  Mr.  Walsh  on  his  own  behalf. 

At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  Commissioners,  held 
January  12,  IK93,  M.  J.  Farrell  was  elected  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  a 
position  he  has  retained  ever  since.  Chief  (  ^Connor's  report  indicated  a 
satisfactorv  condition  of  the  Department  and  gratifying  progress  in  the 
work  of  perfecting  the  new  organization.  It  was  his  pleasant  privilege  at 
this  time  to  commemorate  in  his  official  report  a  further  act  of  gallantry 
on  the  part  of  his  men,  Capt.  Robert  Whittaker  and  Lndderman  L.  V. 
Peleorine  of  Hook  and  Ladder  No.  2,  receiving  honorable  mention  for 
their  heroism  in  rescuing  four  persons  from  a  burning  building  on  Poy- 
dras  Street  on  the  morning  of  1  )ec.  25th  previous.  With  the  second  year 
of  the  Board  Ben.  W.  Cason  succeeded  Mr.  Wellman  as  Commissioner 
from  the  Sixth  District  and  Joseph  T.  DeGrange  became  Department 
Physician.  William  Gleason  was  appointed  Master  Machinist  and  G.  Bar- 
deau,  Storekeeper. 

A  bad  habit  into  which  some  of  the  firemen  had  drifted,  of  selling 
their  salaries  for  advances  from  brokers,  was  at  this  time  vigorously  taken 
hold  of  by  the  Commissioners  and  broken  up.  A  useful  addition  now 
made  to  the  apparatus  was  the  Water  Tower,  which,  in  view  of  the  in- 
crease of  lofty  buildings  in  the  citv,  was  not  procured  too  soon.  In  con- 
nection with  his  report  on  the  satisfactory  working  of  this  device.  Chief 
O'Connor  made  the  suggestion  that  engines  of  equal  power  but  only  half 
the  weight  of  those  in  use  be  procured  for  the  Third  and  Fourth  Districts, 
where  the  roads  were  heavy  and  the  present  machines  managed  with 
difficult)-.  In  May,  1893,  Chief  O'Connor  called  public  attention  to  the 
dangerous  condition  of  many  of  the  buildings  in  the  business  portion  of 
the  city,  the  existence  of  which  was  a  constant  menace  to  the  lives  of  the 
firemen  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Midsummer  brought  another  calamity  to  the  Department,  in  the 
death  of  Charles  E.  McDonald,  Ladderman  of  Truck  2,  who  lost  his 
life  at  the  burning  of  Kieffer's  shoe  store,  No.  9S  Canal  Street,  on  the 
evening  of  July  22.     He  had  gone  into  the  building  with  a  party  of  men 
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led  by  Chief  O'Connor,  to  open  windows  and  take  in  hose.  The  work 
continued  until  the  Chief  ordered  the  men  out  of  the  suffocating  smoke 
which  was  suddenly  sucked  into  the  building,  and  all  descended  by  fire 
escapes  and  ropes  except  McDonald,  who  was  supposed  by  the  rest  to  be 
with  them,  but  who  had  fallen  or  succumbed  to  the  smoke  before  he 
could  retreat.  The  death  of  McDonald  resulted  in  a  measure  which  was 
needed  in  the  new  Department,  a  Mutual  Relief  and  Benefit  Fund  on 
the  lines  of  the  old  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  The  subject  was 
discussed  at  the  next  monthly  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  when  $100 
was  donated  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  fireman,  and  within  a  few 
months  the  Association  was  organized.  Subscriptions  to  the  McDonald 
fund  came  in  from  the  members  of  the  Department  in  generous  amounts, 
the  Commissioners,  officers  and  men  subscribing  nearly  $1500.  Only  a 
few  months  later,  at  the  burning  of  the  American  Rice  Mill  on  Tchoupit- 
oulas  Street  on  December  20,  Lieut.  Eusebius  Hauck,  an  old  member 
of  Louisiana  Hose  Co.  and  a  popular  member  of  the  new  department, 
was  crushed  and  killed  by  the  falling  of  the  tall  chimney  of  the  mill. 
The  enormous  labor  entailed  on  the  men  at  these  large  fires  caused  the 
Picayune  to  emphasize  the  need  of  a  larger  number  of  men  to  divide  the 
onerous  duty — not  perhaps  so  large  a  force  as  was  attached  to  the  Vol- 
unteer Department,  perhaps,  but  an  increase  sufficient  to  do  away  with 
the  necessity  of  one  man's  doing  the  work  of  two. 

The  increase  of  water  facilities  during  1893  afforded  Chief  O'Con- 
nor the  opportunity  of  indicating  in  his  annual  report  how  even  a  slight 
improvement  in  that  respect  lightened  the  labor  of  his  men  and  reduced 
the  destructiveness  of  fires.  In  1893  Miss  Annie  Howard,  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Charles  T.  Howard,  who  was  so  good  a  friend  of  the  old  De- 
partment, presented  the  Department  with  a  handsome  bookcase  well  sup- 
plied with  choice  volumes,  for  the  use  of  the  men.  This  was  supple- 
mented in  April,  1894,  by  another  donation  of  books  by  Ex-Councilman 
W.  I.  Hodgson,  in  pursuance  of  his  desire  that  the  beautiful  and  philan- 
thropic idea  of  Miss  Howard,  in  furnishing  the  nucleus  of  a  valuable  De- 
partment Library,  should  be  furthered  by  additions  from  citizens  gen- 
erally. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  fire  that  ever  visited  New  Orleans  was 
that  which,  on  April  29,  1894,  destroyed  the  St.  Charles  Hotel,  on  St. 
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Charles  Street.  The  loss,  to  he  sure,  had  been  often  exceeded  ;  but  the 
fame  of  the  building,  not  confined  to  this  city,  but  continental,  lent  im- 
portance to  the  event.  The  fire  broke  out  about  1  1  o'clock  on  Saturday 
evening,  April  jS,  and  raged  all  through  the  following  day,  resulting  in 
the  total  destruction  of  the  stately  pile.  Fortunately  the  relatively  de- 
tached position  of  the  hotel  enabled  the  fire  department  to  confine  the 
fire  to  that  building.  The  origin  of  the  fire  was  in  the  center  of  the 
block,  and  although  this  rendered  it  at  first  inaccessible  to  the  fire- 
men, this  fact  also  contributed  to  the  immunity  of  other  buildings. 
The  fire  tested  severely  the  apparatus  under  control  of  the  Depart- 
ment, for  the  height  of  the  building  was  such  that,  except  with  en- 
gines of  greater  power  than  any  in  service,  it  was  impossible  to  throw 
adequate  streams  of  water.  So  severe  a  conflagration,  too,  tested  the 
endurance  of  the  men  who,  though  they  stood  bravely  to  their  work, 
were  sorely  in  need  of  the  relief  that  would  have  been  possible  with  a 
larger  force  of  men. 

The  St.  Charles  Hotel,  or  Exchange,  as  in  the  old  days  it  was  gen- 
erally called,  was  built  in  1835,  at  a  cost  of  $800,000,  and  for  sixty  years 
it  was  a  distinct  feature  of  New  Orleans,  both  for  its  fine  Corinthian  archi- 
tecture and  for  the  notable  social  and  political  interests  that  centered 
about  it.  It  was  the  first  of  the  great  hotels  of  the  United  States,  ante- 
dating even  the  New  York  Astor  House,  and  its  celebrity  was  universal. 
It  was  successful  from  the  start,  and  contributed  materially  to  the  build- 
ing up  of  the  First  District.  It  was  the  great  rendezvous  for  merchants, 
politicians,  ship  captains  and  travellers,  and  thither  flocked  the  cotton 
planters  with  their  families  for  their  periodical  visits  to  the  Southern  me- 
tropolis. It  was  the  scene  of  many  of  the  great  public  balls  which  were  a 
feature  of  the  life  of  New  (  >rl-\ms  in  its  early  days,  and  the  scene  of  a 
great  deal  of  the  political  activ  ity  of  part)'  leaders  and  their  supporters. 
It  was  in  the  celebrated  "  Parlor  P."  of  this  hotel  that  Jefferson  Davis 
and  a  number  of  leading  Southern  politicians  met,  on  their  way  to  the 
Charleston  Convention  in  1S60,  to  determine  their  political  course  at  that 
momentous  time.  When  General  Butler  came  to  New  Orleans,  he 
forced  himself,  an  unwelcome  guest,  into  the  St.  Charles,  over  Manager 
Hildreth's  refusal  to  admit  him,  and  himself  ran  the  hotel  for  his  officers 
for  a  few  days,  before  establishing  his  headquarters  permanently  in  the 
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Twiggs  house.  With  the  end  of  the  war  the  hotel  resumed  its  prosper- 
ous career,  and  became  the  center  of  the  hot  Louisiana  politics  of  recon- 
struction times,  the  headquarters  of  great  commercial  and  social  gather- 
ings, and  there  "  Rex"  held  court  during  his  brief  annual  reign. 

Several  times  before  the  St.  Charles  had  been  on  fire,  in  1840  seri- 
ously, and  in  i860  slightly,  and  in  1851  it  was  burned  to  the  ground. 
This  fire,  which  destroyed  the  original  building,  occurred  on  January  11, 
1851,  the  fire  catching,  as  in  1894,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  house,  which 
was  as  inaccessible  to  the  engines  of  those  days  as  the  roof  of  its  succes- 
sor proved  to  the  engines  of  1894.  After  the  fire  had  been  burning  for  a 
short  time  the  front  portico  of  the  building  fell  forward  into  the  street 
crushing  a  noble  statue  of  Washington,  the  work  of  an  Italian  sculp- 
tor, presented  by  John  Hogan,  which  had  stood  before  the  main  en- 
trance, forming  a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  vicinity.  The  destruction 
of  the  hotel  was  not  the  end  of  that  fire,  for  two  fine  churches,  (a  Pres- 
byterian and  a  Methodist)  ;  another  hotel,  the  Pelican  House,  and  four 
teen  other  buildings  were  consumed  on  the  same  day.  If  it  was  a  cause 
of  regret  that  this  historic  hotel  could  not  be  saved,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  people  and  the  glory  of  the  Fire  Department,  there  was  some  com- 
pensation in  the  awakening  it  caused  to  the  inadequate  appropriations  to 
the  Department,  and  the  consequent  lack  of  adequate  apparatus  and 
equipment,  and  the  demand  that  followed  for  an  improvement  in  these 
necessary  particulars.  In  this  connection  the  highest  praise  was  gener- 
ously accorded  to  the  members  of  the  Department  for  the  good  work  ac- 
complished with  the  means  at  its  disposal. 

In  June,  1S94,  a  State  law  was  introduced  in  the  Legislature, 
creating  a  Fire  Department  in  conformity  with  the  existing  municipal 
ordinance,  under  which,  on  August  22,  when  it  became  effective,  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  without  other  change,  passed  from  a  municipally 
created  institution  into  one  ordained  by  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
State.  This  had  been  one  of  the  dreams  of  those  who  had  set  their 
hearts  on  an  ideal  Commission,  and  it  was  with  much  satisfaction  that 
they  saw  it  finally  realized.  The  Commissioners  qualified  under  the 
new  law  on  the  date  set  for  the  re-organization,  and  under  its  specifica- 
tions Commissioner  DeGrange  became  the  president,  instead  of  the 
acting  president  of  the  Board.    The  term  of  office  of  employees  of  the 
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Board  was  by  this  law  made  perpetual,  unless  they  were  removed  for 
cause.  There  were  a  number  of  severe  fires  in  October  and  November, 
1S94 — including  those  involving  the  Pickwick  Club,  the  Thompson 
Carriage  Factory,  the  West  India  Steamship  Wharf  (presumably  of 
incendiary  origin),  the  Westwego  Cotton  Wharf,  and  others — in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  Commissioners  took  vigorous  action  in  the  direction 
of  impressing  on  the  Common  Council  the  need  of  improved  and  addi- 
tional apparatus,  the  cost  of  which  would  be  trifling  in  comparison  with 
the  enormous  Commercial  interests  involved. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  continued  unchanged  for  the  year 
1895,  Commissioner  J.  J.  Kuhner,  whose  term  expired  Dec.  15,  1894, 
being  re-elected  by  the  City  Council.  A  good  blaze  in  Algiers  on  the 
morning  of  the  first  clay  of  the  year  demonstrated  the  need  of  a  water- 
works system  for  that  suburb,  and  the  desirability  of  decent  roads  was 
continuously  indicated  every  time  a  heavy  engine  got  stuck  in  the  mud 
from  the  sheer  inability  of  two  strong  horses  to  pull  it  along.  This 
desideratum  was  even  more  effectively  emphasized  when  occasionally  a 
tillerman  was  hurled  from  his  seat  by  the  lurching  of  his  truck  from  one 
bog-hole  to  another,  thrown  under  the  wheels  and  seriously  if  not 
fatally  injured.  One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  new  year  was  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  to  the  effect  that  their  request  for  increased 
facilities  was  not  granted  by  the  Council,  and  that  by  reason  of  a  deficit 
the  year  before  it  became  necessary  to  reduce  the  force  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  so  far  as  was  involved  in  cutting  down  the  leaves  of  absence  of 
the  already  over-worked  men,  the  relief  from  service  of  all  super- 
numeraries, and  the  cessation  of  further  payments  for  rent  of  houses  or 
quarters  or  repairs  of  the  same.  The  annual  report  announced  the 
organization,  on  March  8,  1894,  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  and  Relief  Fund 
of  the  Department,  under  charge  of  a  Board  of  Administrators  partly 
from  the  commissioners  and  partly  from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  De- 
partment— the  death  benefits  to  go,  into  effect  on  organization  and  the 
sick  benefits  one  year  thereafter  ;  membership  obligatory  on  members  of 
the  Department.  The  receipts  for  the  year  so  far  were  reported  at 
$7,217;  death  benefits  (to  five  families  at  $500)  $2,500;  investments 
$3,508;  expenses  $187  ;  cash  balance  $1,01 1 — which  was  regarded  as  a 
very  handsome  starter  for  a  most  commendable  enterprise. 
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Chief  O'Connor's  report  for  the  year  commented  on  the  valuable 
service  of  the  telephone  communication  with  the  engine  houses,  now 
satisfactorily  established  ;  the  prospect  of  adequate  water  supply  ;  the 
dreadful  and  dangerous  conditions  of  fire  service  in  the  Fifth  District 
(Algiers)  ;  and  the  crying  need  of  improved  apparatus  and  an  increased 
number  of  companies  at  designated  points. 

The  representations  of  the  Commissioners  and  the  Chief  Engineer 
regarding  the  absolutely  essential  increase  of  facilities  for  the  Fire  De- 
partment met  with  an  immediate  response  from  press  and  people. 
Urgent  solicitation  that  the  determination  to  put  two  engine  companies 
out  of  service  was  met  by  the  Commissioners  by  restoring  them  in  the 
hope  that  official  action  would  in  time  justify  the  concession.  The 
underwriters  came  forward  with  an  official  communication,  suggesting  a 
concerted  effort  on  the  part  of  the  great  commercial  Exchanges  and  the 
organized  citizens  to  procure  for  the  Fire  Department  the  much  needed 
means  which  only  the  City  Council  could  grant. 

With  this  picture,  of  the  Underwriters  and  the  Fire  Department  in 
harmony,  working  together  to  the  same  end,  it  is  fitting  that  this 
narrative  should  come  to  a  close.  In  view  of  what  has  been  set  forth  in 
the  earlier  pages  of  this  book,  the  realization  of  a  consummation  so 
devoutly  to  be  wished  for  affords  a  conclusion  as  picturesque  and  gratify- 
ing as  could  be  desired. 


HON.  FRANK  BARKER .  Commissioner,  Second  Municipal  District. 
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THE  FIRE  DISTRICTS  AND  THEIR  PROTECTORS. 

DlSTRIllUTION  OF   APPARATUS    AND    COMPANIES    INTO    FlRE    DISTRICTS— THE 

Nature  of  the  Property  They  Protect— Original  Municipal  and 
Modern  Fire  Districts— Consolidation  of  Departmen  ts— Companies 
of  the  First  Fire  District — Assistant  Engineer  Lynch — Companies 
op  the  Second  Fire  District — Assistant  Engineer  Donovan — Com- 
panies of  the  Third  Fire  District — Assistant  Engineer  O'Neil — 
Companies  of  the  Fourth  Fire  District — Assistan  t  Engineer  Daly 
— Companies  of  the  Fifth  Fire  District — Assistant  Engineer  Arihi 
—Services  of  the  Men,  in  Volunteer  and  Paid  Departments— 
Equipment  of  the  Companies. 

HE  forces  that  are  marshalled  under  the  command  of  Chief 
O'Connor  for  the  protection  of  this  great  city  from  fire,  are 
divided  into  five  Fire  Districts,  each  in  command  of  an  Assist- 
ant Engineer,  responsible  to  the  Chief  for  what  occurs  in  his 
District.  The  Assistants  have  under  their  immediate  command  such 
engine  companies,  truck  and  chemical  companies,  and  other  apparatus, 
as  are  deemed  necessary  and  requisite  for  the  nature  of  the  territory 
covered  by  the  forces  under  their  jurisdiction.  In  some  districts  the 
buildings  are  low  and  largely  of  wood  ;  in  others  there  are  many  lofty 
structures,  some  of  them  containing  especially  inflammable  contents,  and 
more  or  less  obstructed  by  electrical  wires  and  the  way  to  them  impeded 
by  car-tracks.  All  these  considerations  have  their  weight  in  determining 
the  Chief  Engineer  as  to  the  equipment  of  each  separate  locality,  so  as 
to  utilize  to  the  best  advantage  such  facilities  as  the  city  can  afford  to 
supply  to  the  Fire  Department.  Except  the  outlying  districts,  all  the 
city  districts  have  pretty  much  the  same  class  of  structures  to  deal  with, 
there  being  in  each  of  them  a  certain  amount  of  water  front  and  of  busi- 
ness and  residential  streets.     In  the  centre  of  the  city  is  naturally  found 


438 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


the  most  considerable  aggregation  of  high  and  expensively  built  struc- 
tures ;  while  at  the  water  front  in  other  districts  are  found  many  of  the 
more  important  business  interests,  such  as  cotton  presses  and  commer- 
cial warehouses.  In  other  sections  of  the  city  the  costly  residences  of 
the  wealthy  citizens  are  numerous.  And  so  each  district  has  its  responsi- 
bilities and  special  duties. 

The  original  city  of  New  Orleans  was  divided  into  four  Municipal 
Districts.  The  First  District  extended  from  Canal  Street  to  Felicity 
Road,  and  from  the  Levee  to  the  Lake  ;  the  Second  from  Canal  Street 
to  Esplanade  Avenue,  and  from  Levee  to  Lake  ;  the  Third  from  Es- 
planade Avenue  to  lower  side  of  U.  S.  Barracks;  and  the  Fourth  from 
Felicity  Road  to  Toledano  Street — this  was  formerly  the  City  of 
Lafayette.  In  the  very  early  days  Lafayette  was  an  independent  munici- 
pality, with  its  own  government,  Mayor  and  Common  Council, 
and  provided  in  a  meagre  way  its  own  fire  protection.  But  it  was  incor- 
porated into  the  City  of  New  Orleans  by  Act  No.  72  of  the  Legislature 
at  the  session  of  1852,  and  was  made  the  Fourth  Municipal  District 
thereof.  So  that,  when  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  took  the 
contract  for  extinguishing  fires  in  the  Four  Districts  of  the  City  proper, 
this  was  included  in  its  jurisdiction.  When  the  Paid  Department  was 
instituted  in  December,  1891,  the  City  proper,  covered  hitherto  by  the 
Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  was  divided  into  two  Fire  Districts — 
the  old  Second  and  Third  Municipal  Districts  forming  the  First  Fire 
District,  under  command  of  Assistant  Engineer  Lynch  ;  and  the  old 
First  and  Fourth  Municipal  Districts  forming  the  Second  Fire  District, 
under  command  of  Assistant  Engineer  Donovan. 

Jefferson  City  extended  from  Toledano  Street  to  Lower  Line,  and 
was  incorporated  with  the  City  of  New  Orleans  in  1870,  up  to  which 
time  it  was  independently  administered.  At  that  time  its  Fire  Depart- 
ment entered  into  a  contract  with  the  City  of  New  Orleans  to  extinguish 
fires,  and  continued  its  corporate  existence  until  it  was  converted  into  a 
Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1889,  as  hitherto  described  in  these  pages. 
Thomas  O'Neil  was  appointed  Chief  Engineer  by  Mayor  Shakespeare, 
and  continued  in  command  until  the  new  Paid  Department  was  organized 
Dec.  15,  1 89 1 ,  when  the  Jefferson  City  Department  and  territory  was 
brought  in  as  the  Third  Fire  District,  with  Chief  O'Neil  as  Assistant 
Engineer. 
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Algiers,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River,  was  incorporated 
with  New  Orleans  by  Act  of  Legislature  in  1S70.  Here,  too,  there  was 
a  local  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  which  contracted  every  five 
years  with  the  City  to  extinguish  fires,  and  Timothy  Dal)'  commanded 
the  Volunteer  Department  as  Cheif,  until  this  also  was  brought  under 
the  general  reorganization  of  1S91,  and  Chief  Daly  continued  in  com- 
mand of  the  same  territory — now  become  the  Fifth  Fire  District — as  As- 
sistant Engineer. 

The  Seventh  Fire  District  comprises  what  was  formerly  known  as 
Carrollton,  extending  from  Lower  Line  to  Upper  Line.  Like  the  others, 
this  was  independently  administered  until  its  incorporation  with  New  Or- 
leans in  1874,  when  its  F.  C.  A.  contracted  with  the  city  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  fires.  John  Dahmer  was  its  Chief  Engineer  until  the  reor- 
ganization of  1 891,  when  he  retired  from  service  with  the  Volunteers  and 
Albert  Arbo  was  put  in  command  as  Assistant  Engineer,  responsible, 
like  the  other  Assistant  Engineers,  to  Chief  O'Connor. 

The  following  are  the  Fire  Companies  protecting  the  several  Fire 
Districts,  and  the  personnel  of  their  membership  : 

Companies  of  the  First  Fire  District. 

Engine  Companies  Nos.  3,  7,  8,  9,  10,  21  and  24;  Hook  and  Lad- 
der Companies  Nos.  3  and  4  ;  Chemical  Companies  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5. 

Andrew  J.  Lynch,  the  Assistant  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  First 
Fire  District,  has  been  a  New  Orleans  fireman  for  thirty  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  city,  having  been  born  here  April  15th,  184S.  He  joined 
the  Volunteer  Department  May  3,  1865,  as  a  member  of  Hope  Hook  & 
Ladder  Co.  No.  3,  of  which  he  was  chosen  2nd  Assistant  so  early  as 
December  of  the  same  year.  Two  years  later  he  became  1st  Assistant, 
and  at  the  end  of  another  year,  in  December,  1870,  he  became  Foreman  of 
the  company,  succeeding  the  veteran  William  Swan,  who  was  at  that  time 
promoted  to  Assistant  Engineer  of  the  Department.  Mr.  Lynch's  ser- 
vice as  Foreman  continued  for  two  years.  He  held  many  civil  offices  in 
his  company,  being  elected  Secretary  in  1873,  Treasurer  in  1874  and 
President  in  1876.  He  served  as  Delegate  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable 
Association  for  thirteen  consecutive  years,  1869  to  1882.     His  service 
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with  his  company  ceased  with  his  promotion  to  Assistant  Engineer  of 
the  Department  on  Nov.  14,  1881,  a  position  to  which  he  was  re-elected 
in  18S6,  serving  five  years  each  time.  So  that  when  the  old  Depart- 
ment went  out  of  service  in  1891,  he  had  represented  it  in  high  official 
station  for  twenty-six  consecutive  years.  During  his  terms  as  Delegate, 
he  served  on  the  Widows'  and  Orphans,  Cemetery,  and  Finance  Com- 
mittees. His  personal  qualities  and  his  services  were  on  sundry  occa- 
sions recognized  with  presentations  of  valuable  testimonials.  On  March 
4,  1870,  his  comrades  presented  him  with  a  watch  ;  he  received  in  1872  a 
medal  for  active  service  rendered  ;  and  on  the  return  of  Hope  3  and  Me- 
chanics 6  from  their  memorable  trip  to  the  cities  of  the  North,  he  was 
presented  with  a  medal  in  recognition  of  his  efficient  services  during 
that  time.  His  appointment  to  the  present  Department  dates  from  Dec. 
15,  1 891,  when  he  received  the  original  appointment  as  Assistant  Engi- 
neer of  the  First  District. 

Engine  Company  No.  3. 

Engine  Company  No.  3  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Galvez  St.  and 
Bayou  Road.  It  is  equipped  with  a  double  steam  engine  of  the  Ahrens 
make,  4-inch  pumps,  6^  in.  cylinders,  8-inch  stroke.  The  members  of  the 
company  are  as  follows  : — 

Captain  John  James  Holden  was  born  in  New  Orleans  April  13, 
1847.  His  appointment  as  Captain  dates  from  the  formation  of  the  pres- 
ent Department,  being  made  December  9,  1 891.  He  was  appointed  Senior 
Captain  in  1892,  but  resigned  in  November  of  that  year.  Previous  to  this, 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Department  for  26  years  and  an 
employee  for  22  years.  He  was  Driver  for  Orleans  No.  21  when  the  old 
Department  retired,  and  had  served  also  with  Nos.  3  and  10  and  as  Tiller- 
man  of  Truck  4.  The  members  of  Vigilant  No.  3  availed  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  by  the  company  banquet  on  March  4,  1890,  to  pre- 
sent him  with  a  gold  watch  and  medal  as  a  testimonial  of  esteem  and  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  duty.  During  the  war  he  served  in  Co.  A., 
Greay's  Sumter  Regiment,  C.  S.  A. 

Lieut.  John  H.  Smith  serves  the  city  of  his  birth,  having  been  born 
in  New  Orleans  Oct.  16,  i860.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  De- 
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partment,  having  joined  Vigilant  No.  3  in  August,  1883,  serving  as  Vice 
President  of  his  company  from  1886  to  1890  inclusive.  He  was  appointed 
Pipe  man  and  Hose  Carriage  Driver  of  No.  3  in  the  present  Department 
May  23,  1802,  and  became  Lieutenant  on  Dec.  20,  of  the  same  year.  He 
met  with  a  serious  accident  on  Sept.  25,  1894,  while  driving  the  hose  car- 
riage in  response  to  an  alarm  from  Box  312,  his  carriage  striking  the 
door  of  the  engine  house,  throwing  him  out  and  breaking  two  ribs.  Be- 
fore his  appointment  he  was  employed  at  Maginnes'  Oil  Works. 

Engineer  Oliver  Pitfield,  born  Aug.  23,  1848,  in  Pascagula,  Miss., 
was  appointed  in  December,  1 891,  Engineer  of  Louisiana  Hose  Co.,  but 
was  transferred  to  No.  3  in  the  same  capacity,  when  La.  Hose  was 
placed  out  of  service.  He  had  previously  served  as  Engineer  of  that 
company  under  the  Volunteer  Department,  of  which  he  was  a  member 
for  16  years,  in  connection  also  with  Nos.  1  and  23. 

Stoker  Charles  Hilderbraxd  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  20, 
1854.  He  had  been  for  nearly  twelve  years  a  member  of  the  Volunteer 
Department,  during  six  of  which  he  was  Pipeman  in  Vigilant  No.  3. 
His  appointment  to  the  present  department  was  made  Dec.  9,  1 891,  as 
Pipeman  and  Driver  of  hose  carriage,  and  he  was  promoted  to  Stoker 
June  1,  1892.  His  previous  occupation  was  as  cooper  in  the  Planters' 
Oil  Works. 

Driver  Michael  Rupp  is  also  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  where  he 
was  born  March  30,  1849.  He  joined  the  Volunteer  Department  J uly  4, 
1870,  as  a  member  of  Vigilant  3,  of  which  he  was  Pipeman  about  four 
years,  and  was  elected  Vice  President  in  Dec,  1876.  During  this  service 
he  had  two  ribs  broken  and  his  leg  injured  by  the  overturning  of  his  hose 
carriage  at  Ursuline  and  Claiborne  Streets,  while  answering'  an  alarm 
from  Box  235,  on  Dec.  23,  1888.  He  was  appointed  Driver  of  No.  3 
Dec.  9,  1 891. 

Joseph  Arnold  was  born  in  New  Orleans  July  31,  1857.  He  joined 
Pelican  No.  4,  Feb.  13,  1883,  and  on  March  4,  1889,  received  from  that 
company  a  gold  watch  for  active  service  during  the  previous  year.  His 
original  appointment  to  the  present  Department  on  Dec.  9,  1S91,  was  as 
Ladderman  of  Truck  4  from  which  he  was  transferred  to  Engine  Co. 
No.  3. 

Susthan  C.  Guerin,  born  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  28,  1856,  served 
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eight  and  a  half  years  in  Louisiana  No.  10,  before  his  transfer  from  the 
Volunteer  to  the  Paid  Department,  Dec.  15,  1891,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  in  No.  10,  and  was  transferred  when  No.  10  went  out 
of  service  in  January,  1892.     He  was  a  painter  by  trade. 

Engine  Company  No.  7. 

Engine  Company  No.  7  is  housed  at  No.  34  Dauphine  St.,  between 
Customhouse  and  Bienville.  It  has  a  double  Ahrens  engine,  with  4-inch 
pumps,  7-inch  cylinders  and  8-inch  stroke.  It  is  commanded  by  Captain 
Lucien  Lefaux,  who  was  born  in  this  city  Jan.  8,  1859.  He  joined  old 
Eagle  No.  7  in  December,  1878,  serving  as  Assistant  Foreman  one  year, 
1883-4,  and  appointed  Pipeman  in  18S6.  Was  transferred  with  the 
company  to  the  present  No.  7,  originally  as  Pipeman,  promoted  to 
Lieutenant  in  January,  1892,  and  to  Captain  May  4,  of  the  same  year. 

Lieutenant  Paul  Forget  was  promoted  to  his  present  position 
June  nth,  1893,  having  been  appointed  Pipeman  June  28,  1S92.  He 
was  born  in  this  city  Sept.  7,  1850,  and  became  a  member  of  Eagle  No. 
7  in  1 88 1,  and  was  elected  sub-delegate  to  the  F.  C.  A.,  1883-4.  From 
1873  to  1876  he  was  Ward  Room  Steward  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Szaatara, 
and  was  Commissionary  Sergeant  in  the  1st.  La.  Infantry,  State  Militia, 
from  1 88 1  to  1885. 

Engineer  John  Moran,  born  in  this  city  May  3,  1846,  came  from 
Eagle  No.  7  of  the  old  Department  to  No.  7  of  the  present  Department 
as  Engineer  of  that  company,  in  which  he  had  served  since  August,  1873. 

Stoker  John  Fannin  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Jan.  31,  186 1; 
joined  Crescent  No.  24  in  October,  1882,  and  became  2nd  Assistant  of 
that  company.  He  was  appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  Lieutenant  of  No. 
24  ;  to  No.  8  in  1S93  ;  to  No  7  as  Stoker,  1894. 

Driver  Joseph  Eckert,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where  he 
was  born  Oct.  10,  1847,  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec.  15, 
1 89 1 ,  having  served  in  Eagle  No.  7  since  1869,  as  Driver  and  House- 
keeper. 

Frank  Chapin's  was  also  an  original  appointment  when  the  new 
Department  was  organized  in  1891,  and  had  served  with  old  No.  7  since 
1872.     He  was  born  in  this  city  Feb.  28,  1849. 
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Emil  Sen i.ixckr  was  appointed  to  No.  7  Sept.  26,  1893.  He  was 
born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  2,  1867. 

William  C.  Ckais  was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No.  7  Sept.  15,  1893. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Oct.  6,  1870. 

Exgixe  G'MI'axy  No.  8. 

Engine  Company  No.  8  has  its  he  use  at  420  Decatur  Street,  be- 
tween Mandeville  and  Marigny  It  has  a  double  Amoskeag  steamer. 
The  company  that  runs  this  machine  consists  of — 

Captain  Jonx  Roberts,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  Nov.  18,  1854. 
Captain  Roberts  had  a  notable  record  in  the  old  Department,  which  he 
joined  Jan.  3,  1S77,  as  an  active  member  of  Phoenix  No.  8,  serving  for 
8  years.  He  became  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  in  1879  I  was  President  of 
Exempt  Society  4  years  ;  Chairman  Finance  Committee  3  years  ;  Sub- 
Delegate  to  F.  C.  A.  2  years.  He  was  a  member  of  this  company's 
celebrated  running  team,  and  took  part  at  the  Cotton  Exposition  trials 
in  1884-5,  winning  2nd  prize  in  the  *'3  mile  race  against  the  Fitzgerald 
Team  of  Omaha,  and  in  the  200-yards  Hand  Engine  races  in  the  Fire- 
men's Tournaments  in  1889-90-91.  In  1890  his  team  won  the  medal  in 
the  200  yards  race,  in  26%  seconds.  He  was  a  winner  in  13  races.  Cap- 
tain Roberts  was  a  machinist  by  trade.  He  served,  1874,  in  Battery  A., 
La.  F.  A. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Escobedo,  born  in  New  Orleans  Jan.  22,  1S53,  was  an 
active  member  of  Pelican  H.  &  L.  No,  4  from  1873,  and  was  its  2nd 
Assistant  in  1877.  He  was  appointed  Ladderman  in  Truck  4  Dec.  15, 
1 89 1, and  was  made  Lieutenant  of  No.  3  Aug.  1,  1892,  being  transferred 
from  there  to  No.  8. 

Engineer  T.  J.  Sullivan,  a  native  of  England,  where  he  was  born 
Aug.  3,  1857,  was  appointed  Pipeman  to  Chemical  Engine  No.  8,  March  25, 
1893,  and  was  transferred  to  his  present  position  July  6,  in  the  same 
year.     He  was  an  engineer  by  trade. 

Stoker  Andrew  Grant,  born  in  this  city  July  10,  1S57,  holds  the 
position  to  which  he  was  originally  appointed  Dec.  15,  1S91,  in  No.  8. 
He  joined  Phoenix  No.  8  in  1887,  and  won  a  silver  medal  as  a  representa- 
tive of  that  company  in  the  Firemen's  Tournament. 

Driver  H.  Brown,  was  a  member  of  Hope  H.  &  L.  No.  3,  and  was  its 
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Vice-President  for  two  years,  previous  to  his  connection  with  the  Paid 
Department,  to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  his  present  position,  Feb.  13, 
1893.    He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  April  2,  1865. 

Charles  Gonzales  was  appointed  Pipeman  Sept.  15,  1894.  He 
was  a  member  of  Mississippi  No.  2  for  one  year  and  a  half  previous  to 
the  change  to  the  Paid  Department.  He  was  born  in  this  city  Aug.  4, 
1871. 

Joseph  Whelan  was  appointed  Ladderman  to  Truck  4,  July  17, 
1893,  and  was  transferred  as  Pipeman  to  No.  8  later.  He  was  for  one 
year  an  active  member  of  Truck  3  of  the  old  Department.  He  was  born 
in  this  city  July  24,  1866. 

Engine  Company  No.  9. 

Engine  Company  No.  9  responds  to  alarms  from  its  house  at  the 
corner  of  Esplanade  and  Decatur  Streets,  with  a  single  Ahrens  steam 
engine.    The  membership  of  this  company  is  as  follows  : — 

Captain  Louis  Bauer,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Nov.  27,  1864,  joined 
Creole  No.  9  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  Aug.  6,  1883.  He  was 
elected  1st  Assistant  Foreman  Dec.  13,  1886,  and  Foreman  Sept.  5,  1887. 
On  March  6,  18S6,  he  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal  for  saving  the 
lives  of  Mrs.  G.  C.  Chagnard  and  child  at  a  fire  corner  of  Hospital  and 
Bourbon  Streets.  The  officers  and  members  of  his  company  presented 
him  with  a  gold  medal  in  1889  for  services  and  activity  ;  and  in 
1893  he  received  another  gold  medal  as  a  testimonial  from  Rainbow  Fire 
Co.,  No.  1,  of  Reading,  Pa.  In  1889  the  silver  fire  trumpet  won  in  the 
hub-and-hub  race  at  the  Firemen's  Tournament  in  October  of  that  year 
was  presented  to  him.  He  came  with  No.  9  into  the  new  Department 
Dec.  15,  1 89 1 ,  receiving  the  original  appointment  of  Captain  at  that 
time.     His  occupation  had  been  that  of  screwman. 

Lieutenant  Philip  James  Gallicio  was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No. 
9,  Dec.  15,  1 89 1 ,  and  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant  March  10,  1892.  He 
had  been  Pipeman  with  the  old  Creole  No.  9  since  December,  1885,  and 
a  member  of  that  volunteer  company  since  April  4,  1881.  He  became 
exempt  Dec.  7,  1887.    He  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Dec.  5,  1857. 

Engineer  Michael  Berry,  born  in  New  Orleans  in  1852,  was  a 
member  of  the  Volunteer  Department  for  twenty-one  years,  having 
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joined  Creole  No.  9  Dec.  8,  1869.  He  was  elected  Housekeeper,  July  4, 
1874.  He  served  on  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  the  Building 
Committees.  He  received  two  gold  medals,  one  for  faithful  discharge  of 
duty  and  one  for  activity.  He  was  appointed  engineer  of  No.  9  Dec.  15, 
1 891. 

Stoker  Armaxp  Mercier,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Sept.  17,  1853,  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1891,  having  served  in  the 
same  capacity  in  Creole  No.  9  since  April  5,  188 1. 

Driver  Isaac  Meyer,  born  New  Orleans  Oct.  15,  1857,  received  the 
appointment  to  this  position  Dec.  15,  1 891.  His  connection  with  the  old 
Department  began  Feb.  2,  18S0,  when  he  joined  Creole  No.  9.  He  was 
laid  up  for  five  months  in  1887  with  a  broken  arm,  resulting  from  being 
thrown  from  the  hose  carriage  while  driving  to  an  alarm  from  Box  236. 

Henry  Bvrd  became  a  member  of  Creole  No.  9,  Oct.  1,  1883  ;  Ex- 
empt. Oct.  1,  1S89.  Appointed  Pipeman,  No.  9,  Dec.  15,  1891.  He  was 
born  in  this  city  Dec.  4,  1855. 

Albert  Swax.  born  in  this  city  July  12,  1869,  became  a  member  of 
Hope  H.  &  L.  Oct.  1,  1889;  and  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  9,  Sept. 
15,  1892. 

Charles  G.  Blaxque,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  May  12,  1864; 
member  of  Ph<enix  No.  8  Oct.  2,  1889  ;  appointed  Pipeman  No.  9  April 
3,  1892  ;  has  quite  an  array  of  prizes  to  attest  his  proficiency  as  an  athlete 
— a  gold  medal  won  June  12,  1S90,  in  Hand  Engine  race  between  No.  8 
and  No.  12  at  the  Joint  Festival  :  a  gold  medal  won  in  200-yds  foot-race 
the  day  following;  gold  medal  for  100-yds.  foot-race,  won  at  Joint  Festi- 
val June  14,  1891  ;  gold-headed  umbrella  won  in  100-ydsfoot  race  at  Fire- 
men's Tournament,  May  24,  1890;  and  prize  for  100-yds  foot  race  at  Car 
Drivers'  picnic,  Aug.  24,  1892. 

Excixe  Comi'axy  No.  10. 

Located  on  Dumaine  Street,  between  Rampart  and  St.  Claude,  No. 
10  does  effective  service  with  a  double  Ahrens  engine,  manned  by  the 
following  company  : — 

Captain  Fraxk  Boyle  was  born  in  New  York,  May  22,  1854.  Com- 
ing to  New  Orleans,  he  joined  Philadelphia  No.  14,  Sept.  1,  1870  ;  he 
served  as  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  in  1878  and  at  the  end  of  that  year  was 
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elected  ist  Assistant;  and  was  appointed  Driver  of  the  same  Sept.,  1883, 
continuing  in  that  position  until  the  organization  of  the  present  Depart- 
ment, when  he  was  made  Driver  of  the  new  No.  14,  but  resigned  on  Dec. 
22,  189 1 .  He  was  re-appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  May  4,  1892,  as 
Pipeman  on  Engine  No.  7,  of  which  company  he  was  promoted  to  Cap- 
tain April  14,  1893,  succeeding  Captain  Lucchesi.  Subsequently  he  was 
transferred  to  No.  10. 

Lieutenant  Ovide  Durel,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Dec.  15,  1858,  was 
injured  five  separate  times  during  his  connection  with  the  Volunteer 
Department,  which  began  April  30,  1878,  as  an  active  member  of  Perse- 
verance No.  13.  He  became  an  employee  of  this  company  as  Pipeman 
March  2,  1887,  and  was  transferred  in  the  same  capacity  to  Louisiana  No. 
10,  Aug.  10,  1891.  With  No.  10  he  came  into  the  Paid  Department  in 
Dec,  1 891,  as  Pipeman,  so  serving  until  his  promotion  to  the  position  of 
Lieutenant  in  the  same  company. 

Engineer  Charles  Kessler,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Jan.  26,  1853,  was 
first  a  member  of  Milneburg  No.  1,  and  subsequently  joined  Phcenix  No. 
S,  of  which  company  he  served  as  Engineer  for  five  years,  before  he  went 
into  No.  10,  also  as  Engineer,  coming  with  that  company  and  in  that  po- 
sition into  the  present  Department  when  the  change  was  made  in  1891. 

Stoker  George  Browx  is  an  old-timer.  Born  before  the  Volunteer 
Fire  Department  came  into  existence,  on  January  4,  1833,  he  became 
Housekeeper  of  Jackson  No.  18  five  years  before  the  contract  system  was 
inaugurated,  serving  as  such  for  two  years  after  November,  1850;  in  1852 
he  took  a  similar  position  with  Perseverance  No.  13,  retaining  it  for 
fifteen  years  and  going  then  as  Housekeeper  to  Louisiana  Hose  Co.  in 
December,  1867.  From  there  he  went  to  Louisiana  Fire  Co.,  No.  10,  as 
Stoker,  in  1880,  and  became  Stoker  of  the  present  No.  10  when  the  Paid 
Department  was  formed.  He  has  been  injured  in  the  discharge  of  duty 
several  times,  and  received  a  medal  from  Louisiana  Hose  for  activity  as 
an  employee  of  the  company. 

Driver  Jacob  Hite  was  nearing  the  end  of  his  22nd  year  when,  on 
Dec.  15,  1891,  he  was  appointed  Driver  of  No.  10,  having  been  born  in  this 
city  Jan.  15,  1850.  He  became  a  member  of  Columbia  No.  5  March  5, 
1883;  of  Vigilant  No.  3  Jan.  15,  1885,  and  Exempt,  April  1,  1889.  He 
was  employed  as  Engineer  of  Perseverance  No.  13  from  Dec,  1879, to  Feb-- 
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1S82,  and  as  Engineer  of  Louisiana  Xo.  10  from  Aug.,  1882,  until  Feb., 
1880.  when  he  became  Housekeeper  in  the  same  company. 

Ei'gkxe  Perez,  born  in  this  city  Sept.  10,  1857,  joined  Eagle  No.  7 
.March  5,  1877,  and  on  March  4th,  1882,  received  a  medal  in  recognition 
of  services  therein.  He  was  transferred  with  his  company  to  the  new 
Department  in  1891. 

Chari.es  H.  I>(  arHEKE.vi-,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Dec.  2,  1859,  was 
appointed  Pipeman  of  Xo.  10,  Dec.  15,  1891.  He  joined  the  Volunteer 
Department  June  3,  1878,  as  an  active  member  of  Vigilant  Xo.  3,  and  re- 
ceived from  that  company  a  gold  medal  for  attending  the  most  hres  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  Jan.  10,  1880,  having  missed  accompanying  his  en- 
gine to  only  one  fire  during  that  time  (day  or  night),  and  present  at  that 
fire  later.  May  5,  1880,  he  was  transferred  to  Crescent  Xo.  24  ;  and  the 
following  May  to  Mississippi  X  o.  2.  He  was  sub-delegate  to  the  F.  C.  A. 
in  1890-1.  He  was  injured  at  a  fire  at  Peters  and  Front  Streets  Jan.  17, 
1S92,  losing  one  finger  in  consequence.  He  has  served  in  Co.  A.,  Orleans 
Artillery,  X.  ('..  La. 

Samuel  S>  ii.lk,  Jr.  is  a  Tennesseean,  born  in  Memphis,  April  22, 
1854.  He  joined  Creole  Xo.  9,  Oct.  4,  1S86,  remaining  with  that  com- 
pany until  appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  Dec.  29,  1891.  Of  Creole 
Xo.  9  he  served  as  2nd  and  1st  Assistant  Foreman  from  1887  to  18S9, 
and  on  March  4  of  the  last-named  year  he  was  presented  with  a  fire 
trumpet  for  active  services  rendered. 

E.MilNE  CoMPAXY  Xo.  21. 

Xo.  21  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Claiborne  and  St.  Peter  Streets, 
and  is  equipped  with  a  double  Ahrens  engine.    The  company  consists  of  : 

Captain  En;.  Mauherret,  who  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  27, 
1859,  and  joined  Orleans  Xo.  21  March  4,  1883,  and  during  five  years 
served  as  1st  Assistant  Foreman,  receiving  on  March  4,  1889,  a  gold 
medal  for  good  active  service.  He  was  appointed  Captain  of  Xo.  21, 
Dec.  15,  1 89 1 . 

Lieut.  Jonx  B.  Yaxjer,  born  in  this  city  May  17,  1856,  was  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  of  Xo.  21  Dec.  15,  1891,  and  was  promoted  to  Lieut. 
Xov.  19,  1893.  He  had  been  a  member  of  Orleans  No.  21  since  Dec.  3, 
1883. 
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Engineer  C.  A.  Haberlein  had  been  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  De- 
partment more  than  21  years,  when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  posi- 
tion on  Dec.  15,  1S91.  He  joined  Orleans  No.  21  Sept.  6,  1870,  was 
elected  Financial  Secretary  in  1873,  ar|d  served  as  Engineer  1874-1882. 
He  had  previously  been  employed  as  Stoker  of  Eagle  No.  7  in  1866. 
He  was  born  in  Germany  May  12,  1849. 

Stoker  John  M.  Chigoy,  born  in  New  Orleans,  July  11,  1856,  was 
appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  having  been  a  member  of  Orleans  No.  21  since 
Feb.  1,  1876,  and  Stoker  of  the  same  since  June  23,  1884. 

Louis  P.  Cerise  joined  Orleans  No.  21,  Feb.  8,  1883,  and  was  pro- 
moted from  Pipeman  to  Driver  in  1888,  coming  in  the  same  capacity 
into  the  Paid  Department  when  it  was  organized.  He  was  born  in 
this  city  March  16,  1861. 

John  Ward,  born  in  New  Orleans  on  Washington's  Birthday,  i860, 
was  appointed  July  5,  1892.  He  joined  Eagle  No.  7,  May  6,  1882,  and  in 
1883  and  1884  received  gold  service  medals  ;  joined  Orleans  No.  21  Sept. 
1,  1885,  and  in  1887  received  a  gold  watch  for  active  service. 

A r.max i)  Delpuget,  born  in  this  city  Dec.  25,  1852,  was  appointed 
Jan.  27,  1893.     He  had  previously  served  in  the  Police. 

Isidore  Busha,  also  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  Jan.  1,  1866,  was 
appointed  on  his  27th  birthday,  Jan.  1,  1893.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  3rd  Battalion,  Orleans  Guards. 

Engine  Company  No.  24. 

At  Dauphine  Street,  near  Port,  No.  24's  single  Amoskeag  engine 
gives  protection  from  fire,  under  the  management  of  the  following  mem- 
bers : 

Captain  Louis  Zengel,  born  in  New  Orleans,  March  17,  1854,  was 
appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1891.  Previous  to  that  he  had 
been  the  Driver  of  Crescent  No.  24's  hose  carriage  for  nine  years.  His 
membership  in  the  Volunteer  Department  began  April  2,  1873,  when  he 
joined  old  No.  24,  remaining  there  until  January  1,  1877,  at  which  time 
heenteredthe  service  of  the  Insurance  Patrol  for  five  years,  returning  to 
Crescent  No.  24  in  January,  1882. 

Engineer  Charles  Dunn  was  born  in  historic  Oueenstown,  Ireland, 
Oct.  12,  1 85 1.    He  joined  Crescent  No.  24  in  June,  1870,  became  Driver 
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January,  1873,  and  Engineer  in  January,  1876,  holding  that  position  un- 
til the  transfer  to  the  Paid  Department,  when  he  came  with  his  company 
as  Engineer. 

Stoker  William  Fannin,  born  in  this  city  June  20,  1S59,  became  a 
member  of  Crescent  No.  24  Nov.  1,  1882,  was  elected  Fireman  March  16, 
18S7.  and  came  with  \o.  24  into  the  Paid  Department  as  Stoker  Dec. 
15,  1  So  1. 

Driver  I' red  Cordi>  occupies  the  same  position  as  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Paid  Department  with  Crescent  Xo.  24  in  1891.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  that  Volunteer  Company  since  Feb.  7,  1877,  anc' 
was  elected  Pipeman  Nov.  15,  1886.  He  was  born  in  this  city  Sept.  6, 
1S55. 

Louis  Becker  also  came  into  the  present  Department  with  his  com- 
pany, having  been  a  member  of  Crescent  Xo.  24  since  Sept.  3,  1879.  He 
was  born  in  Xew  Orleans  Oct.  17,  1850. 

A.  Ballakro.n  was  born  in  this  city  Nov.  9,  1858,  and  was  a  member 
of  Columbia  Xo.  5  from  Nov,  5,  1883  until  the  disbandment  of  the 
Volunteer  Department.     He  was  appointed  to  No.  24  June  14,  1894. 

James  Coyne,  born  in  this  city  Feb.  19,  1855,  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Volunteer  Department.  He  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  Xo.  24,  Feb. 
22,  1895. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company  Xo.  3. 

Of  the  two  truck  companies  attached  to  the  hirst  Fire  District, 
No.  3  is  stationed  at  No.  82  Mandeville  Street,  and  is  manned  by  the 
following  members  : 

Captain  Ralph  E.  Dadv  is  one  of  the  few  Yankees  in  the  Depart- 
ment, having  been  born  in  Windham,  N.  H.,  Nov.  9,  1864.  He  joined 
Phoenix  Engine  Company  No.  8  Jan.  4,  1888,  becoming  1st  Assistant 
Foreman  of  the  company,  and  serving  as  sub-delegate  to  the  P.  C.  A. 
during  1891.  He  came  into  the  present  Department  April  5,  1892,  as 
Pipeman  of  No.  13,  and  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy  of  Truck  3  Aug.  1 1, 
1893.  He  is  reckoned  among  the  life-savers  of  the  Department,  having 
assisted  in  the  rescue  of  the  Morgan  family  from  the  ruins  of  the  two-story 
brick  building  at  Decatur  and  Elysian  Fields  Sts.,  the  building  being 
completely  wrecked  and  fired  by  an  explosion.     He  himself  was  rescued 
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from  a  dangerous  position  at  the  Keiffer  building  fire,  July  22,  1893,  by 
Driver  F-  Fischer  and  Pipeman  J.  Arnold  of  Engine  Co.  No.  13.  He 
was  a  painter  by  trade,  and  had  followed  the  sea  for  six  years. 

Lieut,  (and  Tillerman )  George  Goebel,  born  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  22, 
1858,  became  a  member  of  Hope  Hook&  Ladder  Co.  in  July,  1883.  He 
was  appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  April  19,  1892,  as  Ladderman  of 
Truck  4  ;  transferred  to  Truck  3  Oct.  1 1  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  Dec. 
2\  ;  and  on  May  16,  1893  was  made  also  Tillerman. 

Driver  William  J.  Harvey,  born  in  this  city  Feb.  6,  1855,  came 
into  the  Department  when  Hope  Truck  No.  3  was  transferred  with  the 
rest  of  the  Volunteer  Companies.  Of  this  company  be  became  a  member 
Sept.  6,  1876;  Tillerman,  Aug.  15,  1878;  Housekeeper,  April  1,  1891. 
To  show  for  his  service  he  had  a  fractured  skull  and  other  serious  injuries 
caused  by  the  capsizing  of  the  truck  while  going  to  a  fire  on  Jan.  20, 
1879. 

Walter  J.  Austin  was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  14,  1859  ;  joined 
Hope  H.  &  L.  No.  3  Dec.  5,  1883;  and  was  appointed  Ladderman  of 
Truck  3  Nov.  26,  1893. 

John  Flick  was  a  member  of  Creole  No.  9  of  the  old  Department 
on  Aug.  6,  1888.  He  was  appointed  to  the  present  Department  Nov. 
6,  1892,  as  Pipeman  of  Engine  No.  8,  and  was  transferred  as  Ladderman 
to  Truck  3  May  15,  1893.     He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Oct.  9,  1864. 

Charles  T.Colbert  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  Engine  Co.  No.  8 
Feb.  13,  1893,  and  was  transferred  to  Truck  3  as  Ladderman  Sept.  24, 
1894.  He  joined  Hope  H.  &  L.  No.  3  January  8,  1890.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  city,  born  Feb.  22,  1869. 

Martin  Vezie,  born  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  25,  1869,  was  appointed 
Ladderman  of  Truck  3  on  March  14,  1893. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  4.  , 

For  the  fires  of  the  First  Fire  District,  Truck  4  is  rolled  out  from 
its  house  at  the  corner  of  Conti  and  Basin  Streets,  by  the  following 
company  : 

Captain  Oscar  Fredericks  was  born  in  New  Orleans  June  12, 
1856;  joined  Orleans  No.  21  Aug.  1,  1876,  serving  one  year  as  2nd 
Assistant  and  one  year  as  1st  Assistant  Foreman,  and  representing  this 
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company  as  Delegate  to  the  I"  C.  A.  He  was  later  Tillerman  of  II.  & 
L.  Xo.  4.  During  his  service  as  a  lire  man  he  had  been  injured  three 
times  while  on  duty.  He  came  with  Truck  4  into  the  Paid  Department 
as  Captain  thereof  on  Dec.  15,  1S91. 

Lieut.  Julks  Pcjol.  (also  Tillerman)  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the 
lire  at  Grunewald  Hall  on  Oct.  31,  1892,  the  details  of  which  have- 
already  been  given,  and  wears  the  gold  medal  presented  by  the  Fire 
Commissioners  to  those  who  took  part  in  the  gallant  life-saving  on  that 
occasion.  He  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  Dec.  12,  1X64,  and 
joined  Pelican  H.  oc  L.  X<>.  4  April  3,  1883,  coming  with  that  company, 
in  which  he  had  been  Ladderman,  to  the  Paid  Department  Dec.  15, 
1S91,  at  which  time  he  was  made  Lieutenant. 

Driver  Lot; is  Pujol  also  owns  a  gold  medal  for  having  assisted  in 
the  rescue  of  the  Mertz  family  at  the  drunewald  Hall  fire.  He  too  was 
born  in  this  city,  in  which  he  arrived  on  Sept.  12,  1866.  In  his  twentieth 
year,  in  January,  1886.  he  joined  Pelican  H.  ec  L.  Xo.  4,  and  was 
appointed  Driver  ol  Truck- 4  in  the  new  Department  Dec.  15,  1891. 

Hiram  J.  Lucchesi  served  something  over  seven  years  in  the  Vol- 
unteer Department,  having  joined  Eagle  Xo.  7  Nov.  6,  1883,  of  which 
company  he  was  Financial  Secretary  for  three  years.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1891,  as  Captain  of  Engine  C  ompany 
Xo.  7;  resigned  Feb.  15,  1893  ■  re-appointed  March  2,  1804.  as  Ladder- 
man  of  Truck  4.  He  was  born  in  Xew  Orleans  Dec.  9,  i860,  and  was  a 
house-painter  by  trade.  He  served  eight  years  in  Co.  H.,  1st  Regt.  L.  S. 
X.  G. 

Fkr.D  I!i;n\vx,  born  in  Xew  Orleans  March  12,  1852,  joined  Hope 
Hook  &  Ladder  Co.,  Xo.  3  Feb.  13,  1877,  and  was  one  year  1  st  Assist- 
ant Foreman.     He  was  appointed  to  Truck  4.  Jan.  18,  1892. 

John  Radv  was  appointed  Ladderman  of  Truck  4  Oct.  9,  1892.  He 
was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  9,  1855,  and  was  a  painter  by  trade. 

Aki'III'K  Si  in.i'.sixoKK,  a  native  of  this  state,  born  Sept.  20,  1852, 
was  for  one  year  Recording  Secretary  of  Eagle  Xo.  7,  having  joined 
that  company  in  January,  1886.  Pie  was  appointed  Ladderman  in  Truck 
4,  Dec.  15,  1 891, 

E.  I).  Bavhi  was  born  in  this  city  Aug/4,  Ii^5'^  and  was  in  the  Boy- 
Ian  Police  service  before  his  appointment  as  Ladderman  in  Truck  4,  on 
Sept.  19,  1893.     He  joined  Pelican  II.  ec  L.  Xo.  4  in  August,  1876. 
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Chemical  Companies. 

Three  Chemical  companies,  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5,  complete  the  protective 
force  of  the  First  Fire  District.  Each  is  equipped  with  a  clouble-tank 
Babcock  engine,  and  the  locations  and  members  are  as  follows  : 

No.  3,  corner  of  Dctupkine  and  Poland  Streets. 

Captain  Fred  Schehr,  born  in  New  Orleans,  April  5,  1848,  showed 
by  his  record  in  the  Volunteer  Department  that  he  was  a  man  to  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  his  fellows.  Joining  Orleans  No.  21  Feb.  5, 
1866,  he  was  chosen  Financial  Secretary,  1868;  President,  1870;  Vice- 
President,  1889-90;  President  again  in  1 891,  thus  being  the  last  Presi- 
dent of  old  No.  21  under  the  Volunteer  system.  He  came  into  the  Paid 
Department  Dec.  15,  1 891,  as  Lieut,  of  No.  21,  and  was  promoted  to 
Captain  of  Chemical  Engine  No.  3  Oct.  13,  1893.  Before  this  he  was  a 
cotton  inspector. 

Driver  Ben  Haensel  was  born  in  this  city  Aug.  6,  1850,  joined 
Crescent  No.  24  Feb.  4,  1874  ;  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  24  Dec. 
15,  1 89 1 ,  and  promoted  to  his  present  position  in  1893. 

George  Hilderbrandt,  born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  7,  1864,  was 
appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  9  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  resigned  Sept.  15,  1892  ; 
re-appointed  Sept.  15,  1893,  to  the  position  of  tankman  of  Chemical  No.  3. 

No.  4,  corner  of  Lapeyrouse  and  Claiborne  Streets. 

Captain  Joseph  McCloskey,  born  in  New  York  City  May  1,  1844, 
became  a  member  of  Columbia  No.  5  Sept.  1,  1867  ;  was  appointed  to 
the  Paid  Department  as  Pipeman  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  and  was  promoted  to 
Captain  of  Chemical  No.  4  Jan.  7,  1892. 

Driver  Charles  Fox  was  Housekeeper  of  Creole  No.  9  from  Jan.  1, 
1 88 1,  and  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  in  the  Paid  Department 
Dec.  15,  1892.     He  was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  4,  1856. 

Daniel  Hanley  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Jan.  23,  1866,  and  was 
appointed  Pipeman  of  Chemical  No.  4  Jan.  3,  1894. 

No.  5,  located  at  No.  82  Mandeville  Street. 

Captain  Edward  Ryan,  born  in  Ireland  in  1839,  nas  a  long  record 
as  a  fireman  and  a  soldier.  He  joined  Columbia  No.  5  in  1853,  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  in  connection  with  which  company  he  was  on  various 
important  committees  and  served  as  1st  Assistant  Foreman  for  five  years. 


JOSEPH  T.  DK  CRANOE,  M.  I).,  Dkcari  ment  V 


y/:W  ORIFJXS  FIRE  I'FJ'AR  I'M  FX  T. 


461 


At  a  later  period  he  was  1  lousvkreper  (if  American  II.  <\:  L.  No.  2. 
When  the  Board  of  Underwriters  started  the  Chemical  Engine  service  in 
1874.  he  was  appointed  Driver,  and  subsequently  Asst.  Captain  of  the 
Chemical  Co.,  remaining  in  that  position  until  the  formation  of  the  Paid 
Department,  when,  on  Dec.  12,  1891,  he  was  made  Captain  of  Chemical 
No.  5.  In  1892  he  was  made  Senior  Captain  for  the  First  Fire  District. 
His  name  belongs  on  the  list  of  life-savers  of  the  Department,  he  having 
rescued  a  woman  from  a  burning  building  on  Canal  Street  in  1878.  He 
served  through  the  war  in  the  7th  Louisiana  Volunteers,  enlisting  as  a 
private  in  1S01  and  being  elected  Lieutenant  in  1863.  He  was  a  carpen- 
ter by  trade. 

Driver  and  Lieutenant  Phil  Delatte  was  born  in  this  city  April  24, 
1S43,  and  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Jan.  I,  1892.  He  served 
as  a  Volunteer  fireman  with  Columbia  No.  5,  which  he  joined  in  Septem- 
ber, 1866.  He  was  a  plasterer  by  trade.  He  served  during  the  war  in 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  C.  S.  A. 

I'HiN  Pam.ey,  born  in  New  <  Means,  Aug.  22,  1870,  was  appointed 
Tankman  in  Xo.  5  Chemical  Co.,  Aug.  5,  1893. 

Companies  of  the  Sr..  «.m>  Fire  District. 

Engine  Companies  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  6,  12,  13,  14,  20,  22,  23  and  26 
(which  includes  Chemical  No.  1  )  ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Companies  Nos.  1 
and  2  (the  latter  including  Water  Tower  No.  1);  Chemical  Company 
No.  2. 

James  D.  Donovan*,  the  Assistant  Engineer  in  charge  of  the  Second 
District,  had  sixteen  ami  a  half  years'  experience  as  a  volunteer  fireman 
behind  him,  when  the  City  Council  elected  him  to  his  present  position  on 
the  organization  of  the  Paid  Department  on  Dec.  15,  1 89 1 .  He  was 
born  in  this  city  June  14,  1 S 5 5 ,  and  was  a  cotton  sampler  by  occupation. 
He  joined  Irad  Ferry  Co.,  No.  12  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  on 
March  1,  1875.  Of  this  company  he  was  elected  2nd  /Assistant  f  oreman 
Dec.  27,  0S76;  1st  Assistant  Dec.  24,  1877,  and  was  re-elected  the  fol- 
lowing year.  Dec.  27,  1S79  he  was  elected  Foreman  of  the  company, 
and  continued  in  that  high  position  until,  on  Nov.  14,  1881,  he  was 
chosen  Assistant  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department,  a  position  to  which 
he  was  re-elected  in  1886,  serving  five  years  in  each  term.     He  repre- 


462 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


sented  No.  12  as  a  Delegate  to  the  F.  C.  A.  during  four  successive  years 
— 1879-1881,  inclusive.  When  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  Assistant 
Engineer  of  the  Volunteer  Department,  he  was  presented  by  his  com- 
pany, March  4,  1882,  with  a  handsome  gold  badge  of  office. 

Daniel  Rowe,  the  Messenger  of  the  New  Orleans  Fire  Department, 
is  perhaps  more  widely  "  in  evidence  "  throughout  the  Department  than 
an)'  other  member  of  it,  exclusive  of  the  high  officials.  He  is  not  only 
on  duty  regularly  at  Fire  Headquarters,  but  appears  periodically  at  the 
various  engine  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  wherever  his  mission 
as  messenger  takes  him.  Everybody  knows  "  Dan,"  and  welcomes  him. 
Besides  his  office  duties,  he  attends  all  fires  of  note,  and  makes  himself 
generally  useful  in  the  service  of  the  department.  He  joined  the  Vol- 
unteer Department  June  10,  1890.  He  was  appointed  to  his  position 
Dec.  15,  1891,  and  like  the  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Depart- 
ment, he  is  a  native  of  this  city,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  10,  1866. 

Engine  Company  No.  i. 

The  duties  of  Engine  Company  No.  1,  located  on  Hunter,  between 
S.  Peters  and  Tchoupitoulas  Streets,  are  fulfilled  with  a  double  Ahrens 
engine,  manned  by  the  following  members  of  the  company  : 

Captain  John  Fahey,  born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  28,  1862,  became  a 
member  of  Irad  Ferry  Co.  No.  12  Feb.  4,  1884,  of  which  he  was 
appointed  Pipeman  Dec.  15,  1886.  His  appointment  to  the  Paid 
Department  was  made  Dec.  15,  1891,  as  Lieutenant  of  No.  1  ;  and  he 
was  promoted  to  Captain  of  the  same  company  March  9,  1894.  His 
occupation  was  that  of  iron-moulder. 

Lieutenant  Charles  Whittaker  was  born  in  this  city  Oct.  13, 
1867  ;  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  1  Feb.  2,  1894,  and  was  promoted 
to  Lieutenant  Sept.  26  of  the  same  year.  He  had  been  a  locomotive 
fireman  previous  to  his  appointment. 

Engineer  William  Dawson  was  born  in  New  York  Feb.  19,  1847. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Department  May  5,  1874,  when 
he  was  a  Ladderman  in  Lafayette  H.  &  L.  No.  1,  a  company  of  which 
he  was  also  Secretary.  He  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec. 
25,  1891. 

Stoker  John  H.  Strauch,  born  in  this  city  Dec.   19,  i860,  joined 
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Volunteer  Xo.  1  July  2,  1S7S  ;  Pipeman  Dee.  15,  1S86,  and  promoted  to 
Housekeeper  Nov.  S,  1SS7.  He  was  appointed  to  the  present  Depart- 
ment as  Driver  of  Xo.  1  Dec  15,  1891,  and  was  made  Stoker  November 
8.  1  Sep. 

Driver  Lous  Meyer,  born  in  New  Orleans  April  2,  1853,  became  a 
member  of  Volunteer  No.  1  April  2,  1871,  in  which  company  he  was 
Pipeman.  He  was  originally  appointed  to  the  present  Department  as 
Pipeman  and  Lieutenant,  Dec.  15,  1  Sg  1  ;  and  was  made  Driver  Nov.  9, 
1892. 

John  Delatte  received  his  original  appointment  to  the  Department 
Dec.  15,  1S91,  as  Captain  of  No.  18,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member 
since  Dec.  4,  1888.  But  as  Jackson  No.  18  was  placed  out  of  service 
during  the  following  month,  the  officers  and  employees  were  placed  on 
call  roll  to  await  coming  appointments  to  which  they  were  entitled  by 
preference  according  to  rank.  Captain  Delatte  was  re-appointed  Pipe- 
man  of  No.  1  January  15,  1892.  He  was  born  in  New -Orleans  July  14, 
1858. 

Sam  Newikh  ner  was  born  in  this  city  Oct.  21,  i860,  and  was  by 
occupation  a  clerk.  He  was  appointed  March  14,  1894,  to  the  position 
of  Pipeman  in  Engine  Co.,  No.  5,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  following 
month  was  transferred  to  Truck  No.  1  as  Ladderman.  April  5th  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  this  company  by  Chief  O'Connor,  as  acting  Cap- 
tain, and  on  the  appointment  of  a  captain  he  was  transferred,  June  30th, 
to  Engine  Co.,  No.  1  as  Lieutenant.  Resigning  this  position  to  accept 
that  of  watchman  at  the  Hotel  Grunewald,  he  subsequently  applied  for 
reinstatement,  was  placed  on  the  supernumerary  roll  and  assigned  as 
Pipeman  to  No.  5  Oct.  20,  1894,  and  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month 
transferred  to  No.  1  as  permanent  Pipeman. 

David  O.  Leaky  was  born  in  Ireland  March  19,  1852,  and  was 
a  boilermaker  by  occupation.  March  1,  1803,  he  was  appointed  Pipeman 
of  No.  5,  and  Stoker  Oct.  15.  -He  was  subsequently  transferred  to  No. 
1  as  Pipeman. 

Andrew  Ttmlix,  born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  28,  1856,  joined  Volun- 
teer No.  1  May  2,  1876,  and  became  Driver  of  the  hose  carriage  in  1884. 
He  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  1  in  the  present  department  June  1, 
1894. 
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Engine  Company  No.  2. 

Engine  Company  No.  2  is  located  on  Magazine  Street,  between  La- 
fayette and  Girod,  and  its  double  Ahrens  engine  is  manned  by  the 
following  : 

Captain  Edward  J.  Shaw,  born  in  New  Orleans  May  28,  1856,  joined 
the  Volunteer  Department  Oct.  7,  1878,  as  an  active  member  of  Persever- 
ance No.  13.  He  served  four  years  as  Pipeman,  was  elected  2nd  Assist- 
ant Foreman  Dec.  1881  ;  1st  Assistant  1882-3,  and  was  Sub-Delegate  to 
the  F.  C.  A.  1882-3-4.  He  was  appointed,  Dec.  15,  1891,  Lieutenant  of 
No.  13,  and  was  promoted  to  his  present  position  in  command  of  No.  2 
Oct.  13,  1892.  He  was  seriously  injured  about  the  head  and  body  on 
April  3,  1892,  by  the  falling  of  walls  at  the  big  fire  that  destroyed  four 
squares  of  cotton  presses. 

Lieutenant  Edward  J.  Klotz,  also  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born 
Feb.  20,  1857,  a  teamster  by  occupation,  was  a  member  of  the  old  Volun- 
teer Department,  joining  Orleans  No.  21  March  11,  1879,  serving  seven 
years  as  an  active  fireman.  He  served  as  1st  Assistant  Foreman  1879  to 
1883,  and  received  a  gold  medal  from  the  company  March  4,  1884,  for 
activity.  Resigning  in  Dec,  1884,  he  became  a  member  of  Perseverance 
No.  13.  He  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  Engine  No.  5  Dec.  17,  i89i,and 
was  promoted  to  Driver  June  18,  1892.  Later  in  that  year  he  was 
appointed  Lieutenant  of  No.  1. 

Stoker  Philip  Kroper  was  born  in  New  Orleans  April  2,  1858,  and 
was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1891.  His  membership  in 
the  Volunteer  Department  began  Sept.  14,  1880,  when  he  joined  Missis- 
sippi No.  2  ;  served  six  years  as  active  fireman,  was  employed  Dec.  15, 
1886,  as  Pipeman,  and  promoted  to  Stoker  Sept.  6,  1890.  He  received  a 
gold  medal  for  activity  Jan.  1,  1883.     He  was  a  boilermaker  by  trade. 

Engineer  Lemuel  Clark  was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  10,  1841,  and 
has  served  as  an  Engineer  in  the  Fire  Department  for  thirty  years.  He 
joined  Orleans  No.  21,  Feb.  5,  i860,  served  as  active  fireman  six  years 
and  as  1st  Assistant  Foreman  one  year.  He  was  appointed  Dec.  15, 
189 1,  to  his  present  position. 

John  Trexaman  first  saw  the  light  in  this  city,  Sept.  24,  1844.  He 
entered  the  Fire  Department  Aug.  29,  1864,  as  a  member  of  Mississippi 
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No.  2  ;  served  as  an  active  fireman  seven  years;  was  elected  2nd  As- 
sistant Foreman  Jan.  27,  1 S 73  ;  employed  as  Pipeman  Dec.  15,  1SS6; 
received  a  gold  medal  Jan.  1,  1S70;  received  a  gold  watch  for  activity 
Feb.  24,  1873  ;  appointed  to  Paid  Department  June  15,  1892,  as  Pipeman 
of  No.  6  ;  Lieutenant  of  No.  2  same  year;  resigned  Jan.  io,  1893;  reap- 
pointed to  No.  2.     His  occupation  was  that  of  brass  finisher. 

James  Behi.ar  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  24,  1849,  an<^  was 
a  teamster.  He  joined  Perseverance  No.  13,  Nov.  28,  1 8 7 1 ,  and  served 
nine  years  as  an  acti\*e  fireman  ;  received  a  gold  medal  for  activity 
March  4  rSSi.  Appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  Pipeman  of  No.  13,  and  pro- 
moted to  Lieutenant  Feb.  9,  1893  ;  received  a  serious  bruise  on  the  foot 
at  a  fire  at  Lafayette  and  Peters  Streets,  March  17,  1893. 

Henry  Smith,  a  native  of  Prussia,  German)',  born  May  6,  1849,  was 
a  foundry  man  ;  joined  Mechanics  No.  6  in  Feb.,  1883,  and  served  six 
years  as  an  active  fireman  ;  was  elected  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  Jan.  1, 
1885,  and  1st  Assistant  Jan.  1,  1887.  Appointed  to  the  Paid  Department 
Dec.  15,  1891,  as  Stoker  of  No.  6  ;  resigned  March  4,  and  appointed 
Pipeman.  June  14,  1893,  sustained  injuries  by  being  thrown  from  hose 
carriage. 

Thomas  R.  Cassox,  born  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  2,  1858,  joined  Me- 
chanics No.  6  Feb.  3,  1879,  and  served  as  active  fireman  six  years.  Was 
appointed  Pipeman  of  Engine  Co.  No.  6  in  the  present  Department  Dec. 
15,  1 89 1  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  of  No.  6  July  23,  1892.  He  was  pre- 
viously a  painter. 

Engine  Compaxv  No.  5. 

The  house  of  Engine  Co.  No.  5  is  at  214  Julia  Street,  between  Bar- 
onne  and  Carondelet.  The  engine  is  a  double  Ahrens.  The  members 
of  the  company  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  William  James  Lee,  born  in  New  York,  May  7,  1864;  in 
the  Volunteer  Department  was  Tillerman  of  American  H.  &  L.  No.  2, 
1880-82  ;  Tillerman  of  Lafayette  H.  &  L.  No.  1,  1883-4  ;  Housekeeper  of 
Truck  2,  1884-5  !  Housekeeper  of  Columbia  No.  5  June  1,  1885.  He 
was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1891.  He  has  served  in 
the  National  Guard  of  this  State. 

Lieut.  Charles  H.  Richardson  was  born  in  New  Orleans  May  9, 
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1854  ;  became  an  active  member  of  Columbia  No.  5,  Oct.  6,  1879,  an<^ 
was  elected  1st  Assistant  Foreman  Jan.  1,  1883.  He  was  appointed  to 
the  Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1891,  as  Lieutenant  and  Driver  of  No.  5. 
During  his  service  in  the  Volunteer  Department  he  received  the  high 
honor  of  a  special  resolution  of  thanks  from  the  City  Council  as  follows  : 
"  Whereas,  brave  deeds  have  ever  been  honored  and  recorded  by  all  peo- 
ple, both  in  ancient  and  modern  times  ;  and  whereas  deeds  of  daring  and 
true  devotion  to  duty  prove  the  highest  type  of  manhood  ;  and  whereas 
Charles  Richardson  and  Jackson  Costello,  of  Columbia  Fire  Company 
No.  5,  unflinchingly  remained  at  their  post  of  duty  during  the  disastrous 
fire  on  Baronne  Street  on  the  night  of  May  10,  1890,  hemmed  in  by  the 
raging  flames  above  and  around,  and  by  the  fearful  display  of  electricity 
beneath,  emanating  from  a  hundred  electrical  wires,  when  every  second 
seemed  their  last  to  the  thousands  of  spectators  below ;  therefore  be  it 
Moved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Council  be  extended  to  them  in  recognition 
of  their  heroism,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  motion  be  transmitted  to  them 
by  the  Clerk  of  this  Council."  Lieut.  Richardson  has  seen  service  in 
the  Orleans  Military. 

Engineer  James  J.  Duffy,  born  in  this  city  Feb.  28,  1854,  became  a 
member  of  Columbia  No.  5  June  11,  1876,  serving  as  Pipeman  and  En- 
gineer ;  was  elected  1st  Assistant  Foreman  Jan.  1,  1880,  and  Foreman 
Jan.  1,  1882;  was  elected  Delegate  to  the  F.  C.  A.  Jan.  1,  1882,  becom- 
ing a  member  of  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Committee  at  that  time.  He 
received  gold  medals  for  activity  in  1878  and  1879.  He  was  appointed 
to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1891. 

Stoker  James  Malley  was  born  in  New  York  Nov.  22,  i860.  He 
was  appointed  June  27,  1894,  Pipeman  of  No.  2,  and  promoted  to 
Stoker  and  transferred  to  No.  5,  Nov.  16,  1894. 

Driver  John  P.  Halpin  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Oct.  13,  1862  :  be- 
came a  member  of  Mississippi  No.  2  in  Oct.,  1869  ;  was  employed  in  same 
company  as  Stoker  from  Sept.,  1 88 1.  Appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  Engineer 
of  No.  2;  was  Driver  of  No.  2,  1893;  Stoker  of  No.  26,  1894;  trans- 
ferred to  No.  5,  1895,  as  Driver. 

Driver  Vincent  Cavelero  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  31,  1869. 
He  was  appointed  July  8,  1893,  Ladderman  in  Truck  6;  then  transferred 
to  Truck  2  ;  promoted  to  Driver  of  No.  5.     Nov.  4,   1893,  he  fell  from 
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the  fourth  story  window  to  the  first  story,  at  a  fire  next  door  to  the  St. 
Charles  Theatre,  without  receiving  am  injury  ;  on  the  25th  of  the  same 
month  he  was  slightly  injured  by  being  thrown  from  his  truck. 

Eugene  Casky,  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  at  Cork  Sept.  17,  1868, 
served  three  years  in  the  National  Guard,  State  of  New  York,  and  was 
a  policeman  previous  to  his  appointment  to  his  present  position  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1894. 

George  F.  Blanoue,  born  in-  this  city  May  5,  1854,  and  formerly  a 
cotton  yard  man,  was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No.  5  March  16,  1894. 

John  Lvmaxs,  another  of  the  long  list  of  natives  of  this  city,  where 
he  was  born  Nov.  4,  1 867,  was  appointed  Pipeman  Dec.  22,  1894.  His 
previous  occupation  was  that  of  teamster. 

Engine  Company  No.  6. 

Engine  No.  6  is  located  at  No.  269  Magazine  Street  ;  its  double 
Ahrens  engine  is  manned  by  the  following  members  of  the  company  : 

Captain  Michael  McLaughlin  holds  the  position  to  which  he  was 
originally  appointed  when  the  Paid  Department  was  organized. 
He  had  been  a  member  of  Mechanics  No.  6  since  September,  1875, 
and  during  his  service  with  that  company,  he  had  been  Foreman  from 
1877  to  1888.     He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  in  June,  185 1. 

Lieut.  George  E.  Bull,  born  in  New  Orleans  June  22,  1863,  became 
a  member  of  Jackson  No.  18  July  7,  1887,  anc'  Pipeman  of  same  Jan.  10, 
1888.  Appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  as  Stoker  of  No.  18,  Dec.  15, 
1 89 1,  but  No.  18  going  out  of  service,  in  Jan.,  1892,  he  became  supernumer- 
ary until  reappointed  same  year  to  the  position  of  Lieutenant  of  Truck 
No.  1;  he  was  transferred  as  Lieutenant  to  No.  6  April  1,  1894.  He 
served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  Jan.  27,  1882  to  July  11,  1885,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged as  Seaman  Apprentice. 

Engineer  Michael  Butler,  born  in  this  city  March  4,  1864  (thirty 
years  to  a  day  after  the  F.  C.  A.),  came  into  the  Paid  Department  at  its 
organization  as  Stoker  of  No.  6,  and  in  October,  1893,  was  promoted  to 
Engineer. 

Stoker  James  Markey  was  born  in  Ireland  May  15,  1830;  joined 
Mechanics  No.  6  way  back  in  1853  (Oct.  13),  and  continued  a  member 
of  that  historic  company  until  he  came  with  it  into  the  new  Department 
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on  Dec.  15,  1 89 1 ,  when  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant.  In  1892  he  was 
made  Pipeman  and  in  1893  Stoker.  He  was  previous  to  his  appoint- 
ment a  cotton  sampler.  He  served  during  the  war  in  Company  C,  7th 
La.  Regt.,  under  Col.  Hayes. 

Driver  Joseph  P.  Battafora  was  born  in  this  city  Sept.  7,  1859  ; 
joining  Jackson  No.  18  in  1878,  and  held  the  following  offices  in  that  or- 
ganization— Vice-President,  1882  ;  1st  Assistant  Foreman,  1884-85  ; 
Foreman  1886  :  Pipeman  1887;  Housekeeper,  1888.  He  was  appointed 
Dec.  15,  1891,  Driver  of  No.  18,  and  when  No.  18  went  out  of  service 
was  transferred  as  Pipeman  to  No.  13  ;  he  resigned  from  the  service,  and 
on  being  reappointed  was  assigned  to  No.  6  as  Driver. 

Daniel  P.  McMahon  had  been  a  member  of  Irad  Ferry  No.  12 
nearly  three  years,  when  he  was  appointed  on  Dec.  15,  1891,  Pipeman  of 
No.  12  in  the  Paid  Department.  He  was  subsequently  transferred  to 
No.  6.    He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Oct.  18,  1865. 

John  M.  Dunn,  formerly  a  pile  driver  and  wharf  builder,  born  in 
New  Orleans  Sept.  22,  1869,  was  appointed  April  1,  1894. 

Engine  Company  No.  12. 

Equipped  with  a  double  Ahrens  engine,  No.  12  is  located  on  Es- 
planade Avenue  at  the  corner  of  Decatur  Street.  The  members  of  the 
company  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  Patrick  T.  Burke,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  was  born  Oct. 
22,  1 86 1 .  He  joined  the  Volunteer  Department  March  6,  1885,  as  a 
member  of  Irad  Ferry  No.  12.  During  his  six  years  of  active  service 
with  this  company  he  was  Vice-President  two  years  ;  Recording  Secre- 
tary 3>£  years,  and  a  member  of  various  important  committees.  He  was 
one  of  a  committee  of  8  that  represented  the  Volunteer  Department  of 
N.  O.  in  the  Bi-Centennial  Parade  in  Philadelphia  Sept.  15,  1887.  He 
was  appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  to  the  present  Department,  as  Captain  of 
No.  12,  and  was  made  Senior  Captain  May  11,  1894.  It  was  he  that 
turned  in  the  alarm  for  the  tremendous  cotton  press  fire  of  April  3,  1892, 
at  which  four  enormous  cotton  presses  and  a  great  stock  of  cotton  was 
consumed.  On  the  night  of  Dec.  3,  1894,  he  rescued  from  drowning 
John  Dermody,  who  had  walked  overboard  while  the  firemen  were  work- 
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ingat  the  burning  steamship  Pious.     He  was  previous  to  his  appointment 

a  cotton  sampler. 

Lieutenant  August  F.  Si  ki  en,  an  employee  of  Iracl  Ferry  No.  12 

under  the  Volunteer   Department,  was  appointed  Pipeman  of   No.  12 

Dec.  15.  1 89 1,  and  promoted   to  Lieutenant  in   1894.     He  was  born  in 

New  Orleans  June  27,  1856,  and  was  a  shoe  fitter. 

Engineer  John  Gnu. in  was  a  member  of  Jackson  No.  18,  which  he 

joined  Dec.  1869;  appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  as  Engineer  of  No. 
iS.  Dec.  15.  1891,  he  was  subsequent!)  in  1892  (No.  18  having  been 
placed  out  of  service)  appointed  Engineer  of  No.  12.  He  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1S41. 

Stoker  James  Skeins,  born  in  New  Orleans  Jan.  7,  1866,  joined  Vol- 
unteer No.  1  as  Pipeman  in  1886.  He  was  appointed  Stoker  of  No.  1  in 
the  Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  transferred  to  No.  12,  1892;  re- 
signed and  appointed  Driver,  Aug.  10,  1893;  reappointed  Stoker  Sept. 
15,  1893. 

Driver  James  Daly  was  born  in  this  city  April  16,  1867  ;  was  an 
employee  of  Volunteer  No.  1  under  the  Volunteer  Department,  and  was 
appointed  Captain  of  No.  1  in  the  Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  re- 
signed Feb.  i,  1892  ;  appointed  Ladderman  Truck  1  June  I,  1893  ; 
Stoker  No.  12,  Aug.  10,  1893  ;  Driver  Sept.  15,  1893. 

John  Devine  joined  Irad  Ferry  No.  12  in  October,  1880;  was  ap- 
pointed Stoker  of  the  new  No.  12  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  resigned  Stoker  and 
appointed  Pipeman  Aug.  1,  1893.  He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  July  22, 
1856. 

Louis  Hilbert,  born  in  New  Orleans  May  28,  1858,  became  Stoker 
of  Louisiana  Hose  March  3,  1881  ;  was  appointed  Ladderman  of  Truck 
2,  Dec.  15,  1 89 1  ;  transferred  to  No.  12  as  Pipeman  Feb.  1,  1894.  In 
1878  he  was  in  the  Revenue  Service. 

William  Pomet  joined  Volunteer  No.  1  Nov.  r,  1883,  and  served  as 
1st  Assistant  Engineer  1888-90;  was  appointed  Ladderman  Truck  1, 
Mar.  1 6,  1894.     He  was  formerly  in  the  cigar  business. 

Engine  Company  No.  13. 
The  house  of  No.  13  is  on  Perdido  Street,  between  St.  Charles  and 
Carondelet  Streets.    The  engine  is  a  3rd-class  Ahrens,  and  it  is  manned 
by  the  company  as  follows  : 
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Captain  Adolph  Eariiardt,  born  in  New  Orleans  April  8,  1854  ; 
joined  Perseverance  No.  13  Mar.  26,  1878,  and  during  ten  years' service 
as  active  fireman  was  1st  and  2nd  Assistant  Engineer  and  Sub-delegate 
to  the  F.  C.  A.  On  Dec.  15,  1 891,  he  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  13 
in  the  new  Department;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  Dec.  21,  1892;  Cap- 
tain Jan.  13,  1893.  At  the  burning  of  Keiffer's  shoe  store,  July  22,  1893, 
he  was  hemmed  in  by  fire  on  the  third  floor  and  escaped  only  by  sliding 
down  the  cable  wire  of  the  elevator.  He  has  twice  been  slightly  injured 
— once  thrown  from  the  engine  at  St.  Charles  and  Canal  Sts.  and  again 
fell  from  a  shed  at  a  fire  at  No.  60  Tchoupitoulas  St. 

Lieut.  John  M.  Evans,  born  in  this  city  May  7,  1871,  was  appointed 
Ladderman  of  Truck  4  Oct.  11,  1893  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  and  trans, 
f erred  to  No.  13  Sept.  1,  1894. 

Engineer  Louis  Lohmiller  is  a  Louisianian,  born  Jan.  15,  1858; 
was  employed  in  Perseverance  No.  13,  as  Hose  Carriage  Driver  and 
afterwards  (1881)  as  Stoker.  He  was  appointed  in  Dec.  1891,  Pipeman 
of  Engine  No.  14  ;  promoted  to  Stoker  Nov.  4,  1892  ;  to  Engineer  Aug. 
19,  1893,  and  transferred  to  No.  13.  He  was  seriously  burned  about  the 
body  Oct.  9,  1893,  while  endeavoring  to  rescue  D.  Parera  and  D.  Golden 
at  a  fire  at  Canal  and  St.  Anthony  Sts.  caused  by  an  explosion  ;  the 
former  being  burned  to  death  and  the  latter  dying  soon  after  his  rescue. 

Stoker  William  Moore,  born  in  New  Orleans  May  29,  1859  >  was 
4  years  an  active  member  of  Mechanics  No.  6,  which  he  joined  Nov.  3, 
1887;  became  1st  Assistant  in  1888;  2nd  Assistant  1889;  resigned  to 
take  position  of  Pipeman  of  Louisiana  Hose,  and  became  Housekeeper 
of  the  latter  company  in  1890.  Appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  Driver  of 
Louisiana  Hose  which  went  out  of  service  Jan.  20,  1892  ;  transferred  as 
Driver  to  No.  13  ;  promoted  to  Stoker  July,  1893.  While  responding 
to  the  alarm  for  the  fire  at  Keiffer's  store,  the  lines  got  caught  and  the 
horse  threw  the  engine  against  the  iron  tower  at  Camp  and  Poydras 
Sts.,  seriously  hurting  Moore. 

Driver  Florence  Fischer  has  an  honorable  record  as  a  fireman,  and 
has  testimonials  to  show  for  it.  He  was  one  of  the  noble  band  of  fire- 
men who  were  honored  by  the  Fire  Commissioners  for  their  bravery  in 
rescuing  the  Mertz  family  at  the  terrible  Grunewald  Hall  fire  on  Oct.  31, 
1892,  and  is  the  proud  possessor  of  one  of  the  medals  presented  for 
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this  service.  Eighteen  months  later,  on  July  22,  1893,  he  again  came 
forward  as  a  life-saver,  in  company  with  Pipeman  Arnold  of  No.  13,  in 
rescuing  Captain  Dady  and  others  at  the  Keiffer  store  fire.  Fischer 
joined  Pelican  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  4  on  Aug.  5,  18S4,  and  after  2  years  ;is 
an  active  fireman,  spent  5  years  more  as  Ladderman.  He  won  a  medal 
in  the  200-yards  race  at  the  Joint  Festival  at  the  Fair  Grounds  June  12, 
1890.  He  was  tw  ice  injured  during  his  service  as  a  Volunteer  fireman — 
being  thrown  from  the  tillerman's  seat  in  a  collision  between  Truck  4  and 
Engine  21,  Feb.  1  1,  1S8S  ;  and  hurt  in  jumping  from  a  gallery  at  a  fire 
corner  of  Canal  and  Franklin  Streets  Feb.  1,  1887.  He  was  appointed 
Uec.  15,  1 89 1,  Ladderman  of  Truck  4;  promoted  to  Driver  Aug.  19, 
1893  and  transferred  to  No.  13. 

Jnlix  Arnold,  a  member  of  Pelican  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  4  from  July  II, 
1882,  until  the  disbandment,  serving  this  company  as  Ladderman,  was 
appointed  Dec.  15.  1891,  Ladderman  of  Truck  4  ;  in  1893  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  No.  13  as  Pipeman.  He  received  a  service  medal  from  Pelican 
4  in  1885;  shared  the  danger  of  the  collision  between  Truck  4  and 
Engine  21,  mentioned  above,  sustaining  a  broken  leg  as  the  result  of  it; 
was  in  great  danger  of  his  life  when,  while  trying  to  rescue  the  lives  of 
others  at  a  fire  on  Feb.  1,  1887,  he  was  cut  off  ;  while  on  the  way  to  a  fire 
with  his  truck  he  was  thrown  from  the  tiller  seat  at  Common  and  Basin 
Sts..  and  in  addition  to  assisting  in  the  rescue  of  Captain  Dad)'  at  the 
Keiffer  fire  in  Jul)-,  1893,  he  also  rescued  Dan  Golding  from  underneath 
a  roof  at  a  fire  at  Canal  and  St.  Patrick  Sts. — all  of  which  constitute  a 
most  enviable  record  of  usefulness  and  bravery.  He  was  born  in  this 
city  Jan.  6,  1862. 

Robert  Burke  is  English  by  birth,  having  made  his  first  appearance 
at  Liverpool  .Ma)'  1,  1856.  He  became  an  active  member  of  Persever- 
ance No.  13,  Jul)-  27,  iSSo.  His  appointment  to  the  Paid  Department 
was  made  March  to,  1 S93.  While  working  at  the  Preston  &  Stauffer 
fire  at  66  Tchoupitoulas  St.  he  fell  from  a  shed,  breaking  his  leg  in  three 
places  and  breaking  also  his  arm. 

Thomas  Rooxev,  born  in  New  Orleans  Oct.  24,  1863,  was  appointed 
Pipeman  of  No.  5  Oct.  21,  1893  ;  subsequently  transferred  to  No.  13. 

Felix  Ribjtj  was  appointed  to  Truck  6  May  6,  1804;  subsequently 
transferred  to  No.  13.     He  was  born  in  this  city  June  24,  1S72. 
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Engine  Company  No.  14. 

No.  14  has  its  house  on  Tulane  Avenue,  between  Howard  and 
Liberty  Streets.  The  engine  is  a  3rd-class  Harp  Tank  Amoskeag,  and 
the  company  consists  of  the  following  members  : 

Captain  Louis  Martin,  formerly  a  painter,  born  in  New  Orleans 
Feb.  14,  1854.  He  had  a  long  and  prominent  service  in  Philadelphia 
No.  14,  joining  that  company  Oct.  4,  1877;  served  2  years  as  private  ; 
elected  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  Dec.  13,  1879;  Ist  Asst.  Dec.  11,  1880, 
and  re-elected  in  1881-82;  April  6,  1882  elected  Delegate  to  the  F.  C. 
A.  ;  elected  July  13,  1886,  and  served  five  years,  as  Secretary  of  the 
Ex.  B.  A.  ;  presented  with  active  service  medal  March  4,  1881  ;  retired 
as  an  active  member  Oct.  4,  1883,  with  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  for 
services  rendered,  having  not  missed  an  alarm  during  six  years.  Ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position  as  Captain  Dec.  15,  1891.  Narrowly 
escaped  death  from  falling  walls  at  a  fire  at  Royal  and  Toulouse  Sts., 
May  16,  1879,  and  again  from  powder  explosion  at  Locust  and  Poydras 
Sts.,  Oct.  24,  1893  ;  was  seriously  injured  and  lost  one  eye  at  the  great 
cotton  press  fire  in  April,  1892. 

Lieut.  M.  J.  Brady,  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  1,  1849,  pursued  the 
calling  of  a  checking  clerk  until  his  appointment  as  Pipeman  of  No.  14, 
on  June  14,  1892;  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant  in  1894.  His  Volunteer 
service  began  Sept.  4,  1873,  when  he  became  a  member  of  Philadelphia 
No.  14;  in  1887  he  was  elected  ist  Assistant  Foreman  ;  re-elected  1878  ; 
elected  Foreman  to  serve  for  1879  !  elected  Delegate  for  same  year. 

Engineer  Stephen  Timlin,  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Jan.  14,  1855  ; 
at  eighteen  joined  Volunteer  No.  1,  in  1873  ;  elected  2nd  Assistant 
Foreman  Dec.  1881  ;  ist  Assistant  Dec,  1882  ;  was  employed  by  Irad 
Ferry  No.  12  as  Hose  Carriage  Driver  during  the  year  1871  ;  went  from 
No.  1  to  Mechanics  No.  6,  and  served  on  building  committee  for  Jeffrey 
Engine  ;  also  served  as  Housekeeper;  was  elected  Foreman  of  No.  6  in 
1882.  Appointed  to  Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1 891 ,  as  Driver  of  No. 
6;  transferred  to  No.  14  and  promoted  to  Stoker  Nov.  15,  1893  ;  pro- 
moted to  Engineer  June  16,  1894. 

Stoker  Charles  Burke  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  3,  i860; 
became  a  member  of  Lafayette  H.  &  L.  No.  1  Jan.  2,  1878  ;  served  six 
years  as  active  member;  elected  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  Dec.  12,  1S85  ; 
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subsequently  joined  Jackson  No.  iS.  Original  appointment  to  Paid 
Department  was  Dec.  15,  1  89 1 ,  as  Pipeman  of  No.  18,  which  was  placed 
out  of  service  ;  appointed  stoker  of  No.  14  Ma)'  5,  1894. 

Driver  James  V  McKay  entered  the  Volunteer  Department  as  a 
member  of  Philadelphia  No  14,  Dec.  2,  1887;  elected  2nd  Assistant 
boreman  1888  and  1889;  1st  Assistant  1890  and  1891.  Appointed  Pipe 
man  of  No  14,  Dec.  15,  1S91  ;  promoted  to  Driver,  Dec.  22,  1891.  He 
was  born  in  New  Orleans  June  21,  1865. 

M.  H.  Mehrtexs,  born  in  this  city  July   16,  1854,  joined  Persever 
ance  No.  15,  April  25,  1871,  and  served  six  years  as  an  active  member 
Appointed  Jan.  1,  1893,  Pipeman  of  No.  13,  and  later  was  Acting  Lieuten- 
ant of  that  company  ;  transferred  as  Pipeman  to  No.  14,  Sept.  23,  1893. 

Michael  Clifford  was  born  in  Ireland  on  June  29,  1863  ;  was  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  of  No.  13  in  1S92,  and  transferred  to  No.  14  Dec.  6  of 
that  year.     He  had  been  a  stoker  in  the  N.  O.  Gas  Works. 

A.  Broi 'swkn,  by  occupation  a  clerk,  born  in  this  city  Oct.  18,  1862, 
was  appointed  Dec.  1,  1894,  Pipeman  of  No  6  ;  transferred  Feb.  24,  1895, 
to  No.  14. 

Em.ixe  Company  No.  20. 

Engine  Company  No.  20  is  equipped  with  a  single  Amoskeag,  and 
is  located  at  No.  1852  Thalia  Street.     The  members  of  the  company  are: 

Captain  Joiix  Ckaig,  born  in  New  Orleans  I7eb.  25,  1853,  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1 89 1 .  He  had  been  a  member 
of  Washington  No.  20  since  Jul)',  1873,  and  held  the  position  of  Driver 
during  that  period.    He  also  served  on  various  committees. 

Lieut.  J.  R.  White  was  born  in  this  city  Aug  22,  1866,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  of  No.  20  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  1893. 
He  became  a  member  of  Washington  No.  20,  Dec.  16,  1890. 

Engineer  William  I  )ru.\xi>  joined  Washington  No.  20  so  long  ago 
as  Oct.  3.  i860,  going  with  his  old  company  into  the  new  Department  on 
Dec.  15,  1 89 1,  as  Engineer  of  No.  20.  He  served  in  the  same  capacity 
with  No.  22  in  1893  and  came  back  to  No.  20,  in  1894.  He  was  born 
in  New  Orleans  Sept.  28,  1838. 

Stoker  P.  H.  Murphy,  a  painter  by  occupation,  was  appointed  to  his 
present  position  Dec.  15,  1891,  having  also  served  as  Stoker  in  old  Wash- 
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ington  No.  20,  of  which  he  became  a  member  Oct.  12,  1875.  He  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  born  Oct.  10,  1852. 

Driver  E.  Cantanzara,  born  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  10,  1866,  joined 
Washington  No.  20  in  1888,  and  served  as  Pipeman.  When  appointed 
to  the  new  Department  Dec.  15,  1891,  he  was  promoted  to  Driver. 

W.  B.  Schriver,  born  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  29,  1869,  was  appointed 
to  No.  20  Nov.  1,  1892,  as  Pipeman. 

B.  Trapp  joined  Washington  No.  20  April  14,  1879,  being  at  that 
time  21  years  of  age,  having  been  born  in  this  city  May  31,  1858.  He 
was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No.  20  Dec.  15.  1891. 

Engine  Company  No.  22. 

No.  22's  house  is  situated  on  Laurel  Street,  between  Jackson  and 
Josephine.  The  steamer  is  a  double  Amoskeag,  and  it  is  handled  by  the 
following  company  members  : 

Captain  Frederick  Kuhn,  born  in  New  Orleans,  March  30,  1849; 
joined  Jefferson  No.  22,  April  2,  1871,  as  Hoseman,  and  served  nine 
years  as  Hose  Carriage  Driver  and  Stoker.  He  was  appointed  Captain 
of  No.  22  Dec.  15,  1 89 1. 

Lieut.  Fred.  Goesling  was  born  in  this  city,  April  16,  1862  ;  became 
a  member  of  Volunteer  No.  1,  May  2,  1888  ;  was  appointed  Pipeman  in 
the  Paid  Department  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  of  No.  22 
Dec.  21,  1892,  and  served  during  1893  with  No.  23.  His  occupation  was 
that  of  'longshoreman. 

Engineer  Edward  C.  Kit, lian  was  born  in  New  Orleans  April  21, 
1857  ;  became  a  member  of  Irad  Ferry  No.  12,  serving  with  that  com- 
pany until  the  organization  of  the  Paid  Department  in  1891,  when  he 
was  appointed  Engineer  of  No.  12.  He  served  with  No.  1  in  1892,  and 
came  to  No.  22  in  1893.  His  former  occupation  was  that  of  marine  engi- 
neer; he  served  three  years  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  also  in  the  Revenue 
Marine  service  and  the  U.  S.  Lighthouse  service. 

Stoker  Charles  G.  Sarramea  joined  Jefferson  No.  22  as  Pipeman 
in  April,  1879,  and  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1891. 
He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  on  Christmas  Day,  1857. 

Charles  Buelow  is  a  native  of  Germany,  where  he  was  born  Sept. 


Mi\V  ORUiAXS  FIRE  DHPA RTMJLVT, 


4*3 


22,  1S46.  He  joined  Jefferson  No.  22,  Dec.  5,  1.S6S,  and  served  as 
Housekeeper  of  that  company  for  five  years.  He  was  appointed  Dec. 
15,  1891.     His  former  occupation  was  that  of  warehouseman. 

Alexander  Compkort,  born  in  this  city  Nov.  5,  1X57,  was  appointed 
to  Xo.  22,  Xov.  1,  1893  ;  he  had  been  formerly  a  member  of  Jefferson  No. 
22,  which  he  joined  April  3,  1S76. 

Philip  Wingurtkr  received  his  appointment  as  Ladderman  of  Truck 
Xo.  1,  Dec.  24,  1S92,  and  was  transferred  during  that  year  as  Pipeman  to 
Xo.  22.  He  became  a  member  of  Louisiana  Xo.  10,  Feb.  4,  1867, 
as  Hoseman.    His  former  occupation  was  that  of  shoemaker. 

Engine  Company  No.  23. 

The  double  Ahrens  engine  with  which  Xo.  23  is  equipped  is  housed 
on  Washington  Street,  near  Camp.  The  members'  of  the  company  that 
get  it  to  the  fires  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  George  Haxlin,  formerly  a  Mississippi  River  pilot,  was 
born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  Xov.  25,  1855.  His  Volunteer  Department  ser- 
vice was  with  Brooklyn  Xo.  2  of  the  Algiers  Fire  Department,  of  which 
he  was  Engineer  in  18S5.  He  was  elected  Delegate  to  the  fifth  District 
F.  C.  A.  in  1884.  In  1887  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  and  served  as  such  for  four  years.  He  was  appointed  to 
the  Paid  Department  Jan.  1,  1894,  as  Captain  of  Xo.  17  ;  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  Xo.  23  in  1894. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Steib,  Jr.,  born  in  Xew  Orleans  Sept.  20,  i860,  be- 
came a  member  of  Jefferson  Xo.  22,  Dec.  3,  1880,  and  was  2nd  Assistant 
Foreman  one  year  and  1st  Assistant  two  years  ;  appointed  Pipeman  of 
Xo.  23,  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  1894. 

Engineer  John  Joseph  Thomas  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans Aug.  4,  1851  ;  joined  Mechanics  No.  6,  Sept.  3,  1876  ;  was  one  year 
2nd  Assistant;  two  years  Hose  Carriage  Driver;  five  years  House- 
keeper ;  one  year  Engineer.  Was  appointed  Engineer  of  Xo.  6,  Dec.  1  =;, 
1 89 1  ;  transferred  1893  to  Xo.  23.  He  is  enrolled  among  the  life- 
savers  of  the  department,  having  rescued  a  woman  who  was  locked  up 
in  a  room  in  a  burning  house,  carrying  her  out  and  sending  her  to  a  hos- 
pital.    He  has  undergone  himself  some  dangerous  falls — once  through 
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a  hatch  while  dragging  a  hose  through  the  second  story  of  a  building, 
and  twice  thrown  from  the  apparatus  while  on  the  way  to  fires.  He  was 
formerly  a  brass  and  iron  moulder,  and  his  military  service  was  with  the 
Irish  Rifles. 

Stoker  Henry  Kohl  was  for  sixteen  years  Housekeeper  of  Chal- 
mette  No.  23.  He  joined  that  company  in  1880,  and  came  into  the  Paid 
Department  Dec.   15,  1891,  as  Driver  of    No.  23  ;  promoted  June  16, 

1893,  to  Stoker.    He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  12,  1857. 

Driver  Fred  Mehle  was  born  in  this  city  March  21,  1852,  and  be- 
came a  member  of  Chalmette  No.  23  in  Feb.,  1874;  was  2nd  Assistant 
Foreman  one  year;  1st  Assistant  two  years  ;  Foreman  one  year;  House- 
keeper two  years-  He  was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No.  23,  Dec.  15,  1891  ; 
promoted  to  Driver  June  21,  following. 

Stonewall  Weaver  was  born  in  this  city  Aug.  18,  1862,  and  joined 
Washington  No.  20,  Jan.  12,  1883,  serving  as  Sub-Delegate  two  years. 
Was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  1  in  1892  ;  transferred  to  No.  23,  1894. 

Charles  Scherer  has  been  a  Pipeman   in   No.  23,  since  April  24, 

1894.  He  was  an  active  member  of  Chalmette  No.  23,  which  he  joined 
April  4,  188 1 ,  and  served  as  1st  and  2nd  Assistant,  each  one  year.  He 
was  born  in  New  Orleans,  June  21,  1858. 

Engine  Company  No.  26. 

No.  26  was  organized  and  put  in  service  early  in  the  year  1893,  with 
a  single  Ahrens  engine,  located  on  Broad  Street,  between  Palmyra  Street 
and  Cleveland  Avenue.  Chemical  Co.  No.  1  was  organized  at  the  same 
time,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Captain  of  No.  26.  The  members  of 
No.  26  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  John  Malley,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  born 
Feb.  6,  1848;  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Department  for  twenty-five 
years,  having  joined  Philadelphia  No.  14,  on  Sept.  7,  1866,  of  which 
company  he  was  2nd  Assistant,  1st  Assistant,  and  Foreman,  two  years 
each  ;  also  served  as  Delegate  for  several  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Cemetery  Committee.  His  appointment  to  the  Paid 
Department  was  made  Jan.  1,  1892,  as  Driver  of  Chemical  Engine  No. 
4  ;  and  he  was  appointed  Captain  of  No.  26,  Dec.  1,  1892.    At  the  great 


J.  L.  Felsi  h,  J.  Mm  k,  Jos.  Ilntnrd,  S.  Malmnev.  l-.Rilil.ti,  J,  \  Rabin, 
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fire  in  the  old  Varieties  theatre  Dec.  1,  1870,  at  which  others  lost  their 
lives,  he  was  caught  in  the  flames  and  injured. 

Lieut.  Victor  A.  T.  Lunjk:rkn,  born  in  Carlskrona,  Sweden,  Feb. 
23,  1S65  ;  was  a  brakeman  before  his  appointment  as  Pipeman  on  Sept. 
17,  1894  ;  two  days  later  he  was  made  Lieutenant. 

Engineer  Thomas  F.  King  came  to  New  Orleans  from  Brooklyn, 
X.  V.,  where  he  was  born  June  17,  184S.  He  was  a  machinist,  and 
was  appointed  to  his  present  position  Jan.  8,  1894. 

Stoker  William  F.  Wearleix  was  appointed  Pipeman  May  8, 
1S93,  and  on  Jan.  14,  1894  was  assigned  to  No.  14  Engine  ;  was  promoted 
to  Stoker  Feb.  22,  1895,  and  transferred  to  Engine  No.  5;  transferred 
again  to  No.  26.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  was  born  in  Eden- 
burg,  Ind.,  Nov.  8,  1865. 

Driver  David  Dovle,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Nov.  11,  1860,  was., 
appointed  Pipeman  Dec.  1,  1893  ;  promoted  to  Driver  May  1,  1894. 
Joined  Louisiana  Hose  Co.  1S88,  and  was  2nd  Assistant  Foreman. 

Patrick  Grogan  was  born  in  Ireland  March  2,  1857,  and  was 
appointed  to  No.  26,  Aug.  12,  1893. 

James  KlLLiLEA,  born  in  this  city  July  31,  1856,  a  cooper  by  trade, 
became  a  member  of  Philadelphia  No.  14,  May  6,  1874,  and  of  that 
company  was  Foreman,  \ 'ice-President,  and  several  times  Delegate  to 
the  F.  C.  A.    He  was  appointed  to  No.  26,  Oct.  22,  1894. 

Chemical  Company. 
Chemical  E?igme  Co.  No.  1. 

This  Company  is  under  the  command  of  Captain  Malley  of  No. 
26.     The  remaining  force  consists  of  : 

Driver  Roger  C.  Grimes,  born  in  this  city  Oct.  15,  1867;  became  a 
member  of  Philadelphia  No.  14  in  Aug.,  1888  ;  was  appointed  Ladderman 
of  Truck  4,  Nov.  3,  1893  ;  and  to  his  present  position  May  1,  1894. 

Nicholas  Quinx,  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Nov.  14,  1861,  became 
a  member  of  Columbia  No.  5,  Jan.  1,  1882,  and  was  later  made  Stoker 
and  employed  in  that  capacity  for  five  and  a  half  years.  Jan.  21,  1894, 
he  was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No.  26  ;  and  April  25  was  made  Tankman 
of  the  Chemical  Engine. 
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Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  i. 

The  house  of  Truck  i  is  located  on  Jackson  Avenue,  near  Rous- 
seau Street.    The  members  of  the  company  are  : 

Captain  Andrew  Stilley,  born  in  Londonderry,  Ireland,  Dec.  19, 
1849;  became  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Department  as  a  private  in 
Lafayette  H.  &  L.  No.  1,  Sept.  5,  1888;  was  Secretary  and  Delegate 
1889  ;  President  and  Delegate  1890-91.  He  was  by  occupation  a 
screwman  before  his  appointment  to  the  Paid  Department  on  April  3, 
1893,  as  Pipeman   in   No.  1  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  of  No.  22  May, 

1893  ;  and  Captain  of  Truck  1  May,  1894. 

Lieut.  'Milton  H.  Duncan  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  March  5, 
1858  ;  joined  Volunteer  No.  1  May  2,  1876  ;  2nd  Assistant  and  Sub-Dele- 
gate 1877;  resigned  and  joined  Jackson  No.  18  in  1879;  was  elected  Vice- 
President  May,  1879,  and  served  three  years  ;  was  chairman  of  commit- 
tee to  entertain  Mayor  Harrison  and  delegation  of  Chicago  F.  D.,  Feb., 
1S81,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  from  Mechanics  No.  6.  Was 
present  at  the  great  Madison  School  fire  in  1878  in  which  Hartnett  and 
DeLehr  were  killed.    Was  appointed  to  Truck  1  as  Ladderman  Feb.  9, 

1894  ;  promoted  April  10  to  Lieutenant.  Occupation  before  appoint- 
ment, levee  clerk. 

Driver  Charles  Timpe  joined  Lafayette  H.  &  L.  No.  1  Sept.  3, 
1873,  and  was  Secretary  of  that  company  during  two  years.  Was 
appointed  Ladderman  of  Truck  1  Dec.  15,  1891,  and  promoted  to  Driver 
April  6,  1894.  Previous  occupation,  'longshoreman.  He  was  born  in 
New  Orleans,  Aug.  24,  1848. 

Tillerman  Mark  W.  Johnson  was  born  in  this  city  June  4,  1861  ; 
was  appointed  Ladderman  Nov.  28,  1893  ;  Tillerman  Nov.  3,  1894. 

George  Henry  Koenig,  a  cotton-yardsman  by  occupation,  was 
appointed  Ladderman  of  Truck  1  July  1,  1894.  >  He  was  born  in  this 
city  Oct.  1,  1864. 

Thomas  McAuley  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Aug.  15,  1855  ;  was  a 
warehouseman  when  appointed  Dec.  16,  1892,  Pipeman  of  No.  2 
Engine  ;  in  1894  was  made  Ladderman  of  Truck  1. 

John  J.  Lynch  was  a  private  in  American  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No. 
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2,  which  he  joined  June  2,  1881.  He  was  appointed  Ladderman  of 
Truck  1  Oct.  27,  1894.    He  is  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Sept.  1  1,  1853. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  2.  ;  with  Water  Tower  No.  i. 

Housed  with  Truck  2,  at  No.  169  Girod  Street,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  same  captain,  is  Water  Tower  No.  1. 

No.  2  is  equipped  with  a  Patent  Roller  Extension  Ladder  Truck. 
The  members  of  Truck  2  are  : 

Captain  Robert  Whittaker,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  Jan. 
24.  1864,  formerly  a  painter,  has  had  a  noteworthy  record  as  a  fireman 
in  both  the  Volunteer  and  the  Paid  Department.  He  joined  American 
H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  2  Sept.  7,  1882,  and  served  as  call  member  tintil  Dec. 
15,  1886,  when  he  was  appointed  Ladderman;  was  elected  Vice-President 
Dec.  4,  1S84.  His  appointment  in  the  Paid  Department  was  made  Dec. 
15,  1 89 1 ,  when  he  came  with  Truck  2  as  its  captain.  He  has  had  nu- 
merous notable  experiences  during  his  service  as  a  fireman,  and  a  number 
of  them  have  been  officially  recognized.  In  November,  1888,  he  was 
thrown  to  the  ground  by  the  capsizing  of  the  truck,  having  his  arm 
broken  and  his  shoulder  dislocated.  On  Dec.  16,  1890,  he  received  great 
credit  from  the  press  for  his  pluck  and  bravery  in  taking  up  the  deserted 
pipe  of  Louisana  Hose,  at  a  fire  corner  of  White  and  Terpsichore  Sts., 
and  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Chief  O'Connor  holding  a  posi- 
tion which  prevented  the  fire  from  crossing  White  Street,  receiving  at  this 
time  severe  burns  about  the  face  and  hands  which  laid  him  up  for  a  num- 
ber of  weeks.  On  January  29,  1890,  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association 
presented  him  with  a  gold  medal  for  his  rescue  of  Police  Officers  W.  G.  E. 
Seelhorst  and  Frank  Hirsch  at  the  Allen  House  fire  on  St.  Charles  Street, 
on  the  morning  of  Dec.  14,  1889.  He  was  laid  up  for  seven  monthsfrom 
injuries  received  at  afire,  May  2nd,  1891,  at  314  South  Peters  Street, 
when  he  was  buried  beneath  a  falling  wall.  Under  his  Paid  Department 
service,  he  had  the  high  honor  of  a  special  mention  in  the  first  annual 
report  of  Chief  O'Connor,  for  heroic  conduct  in  effecting,  together  with 
Ladderman  L.  V.  Pelegrino  of  his  company,  the  rescue  of  A.  Levy,  wife 
and  two  children  at  a  fire  which  occurred  at  No.  159  Poydras  Street,  on 
the  morning  of  Dec.  25,  1892. 
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Lieut.  Abither  B.  Sanders  came  to  New  Orleans  from  Bellport, 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Feb.  15,  1841.  He  was  by  occu- 
pation a  carpenter.  He  joined  American  H.  &  L.  No.  2  Sept.  7,  1876, 
serving  as  call  member.  He  came  into  the  Paid  Department  with  Truck 
2,  Dec.  15,  1 89 1,  when  he  was  appointed  Ladderman  ;  promoted  to  Lieu- 
tenant June  14,  1893.  He  served  two  years  and  a  half,  1863-4-5,  as  a 
non-commissioned  officer  in  the  U.  S.  army. 

Driver  Thomas  W.  Lilly  is  a  native  of  New  York  City,  born  Oct. 
16,  1861.  He  entered  the  service  of  the  Volunteer  Department  in  1881, 
as  Tillerman  of  American  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  2,  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  same  company  Sept.  7,  1882  ;  Oct.  22,  1889,  was  appointed  Lad- 
derman. He  shared  with  Captain  Whittaker  the  honor  of  having  pre- 
vented the  White  Street  fire  from  crossing  the  street,  on  Dec.  16,  1890, 
by  holding  the  deserted  pipe  of  Louisiana  Hose  in  spite  of  the  burns  on 
his  face  and  hands  which  laid  him  up  for  several  weeks.  A  painter  by 
occupation  before  his  appointment  to  the  Paid  Department,  Dec.  15,  1891, 
as  Ladderman  of  Truck  2  ;  but  before  the  year  was  out,  on  Sept.  9,  1892, 
was  made  Driver,  the  position  he  now  holds. 

Tillerman  Joseph  Lemlev  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  13,  1870; 
he  joined  American  H.  &  L.  No.  2  Feb.  10,  1889;  was  appointed  Lad- 
derman of  the  new  Truck  2  Dec.  15,  1891,  and  promoted  to  Tillerman 
June  1,  1893.  Twice  in  one  six  months  was  he  injured  by  being  thrown 
from  his  seat  while  on  the  way  to  a  fire — Oct.  10,  1892,  from  the  tiller 
seat,  and  April  26,  1893,  from  the  supply  wagon. 

William  McGuire  was  born  in  this  city  Nov.  1,  1866;  he  was 
appointed  Ladderman  of  Truck  2  May  21,  1893. 

Gus  Leinwar,  born  in  New  Orleans  May  7,  1868;  became  a  call 
member  of  Mississippi  No.  2,  Aug.  13,  1884,  ar>d  was  elected  2nd 
Assistant  Foreman  June  18,  1889.  He  was  appointed  with  other  mem- 
bers of  No.  2  when  the  Paid  Department  was  organized,  and  was  Pipe- 
man  of  No.  2  until  transferred  Nov.  12,  1893,10  Engine  5;  Aug.  1, 
1893,  was  transferred  as  Ladderman  to  Truck  2.  He  rescued  a  child  of 
J.  Hilbert's  at  the  explosion  of  the  Consumers'  Ice  Works,  July  12,  1892; 
was  badly  injured  by  being  thrown  from  Engine  5's  hose  carriage  in 
responding  to  an  alarm  Dec.  20,  1893  ;  was  laid  up  for  two  months  by 
getting  badly  burned  at  the  Schwartz  &  Sons  fire  on  Canal  Street  while 
serving  as  Pipeman  of  Engv.ie  5. 
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Carle rox  P.  Dickinson  is  another  Yankee,  born  in  Hatfield,  Mass.; 
on  Christmas  Day,  1S61.  He  had  served  in  the  Chicago  Fire  Depart- 
ment previous  to  his  appointment  Jan.  25,  1894,  as  Pipeman  of  Engine 
5  ;  was  transferred  Feb.  1,  1894,  as  Ladderman  to  Truck  2.  He  was 
honorably  mentioned  by  Chief  O'Connor  in  his  report  to  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners for  his  participation  in  the  rescue  of  the  inmates  of  the  St. 
Charles  Hotel  at  the  time  of  its  burning. 

James  Dawson,  born  June  16,  1857,  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was 
appointed  Nov.  15.  1893,  Pipeman  of  Engine  5  ;  promoted  Driver  Aug. 
i,  1803  ;  transferred  as  Ladderman  to  Truck  2,  Sept.  24,  1894.  He 
suffered  some  ugly  burns  about  the  head  and  face  while  on  the  ladder  at 
a  fire  corner  of  Girod  and  Fulton  Streets,  April  9,  1S93. 

The  men  detailed  to  service  with  the  improved  Hale  Water  Tower 
which  is  run  in  connection  with  Truck  No.  2,  are  the  following  : 

Robert  H.  McCi.osKEY  came  from  Illinois,  where  he  was  born,  at 
Earlville,  Feb.  4,  1859;  joined  American  H.  &  L.  No.  2,  Ma}' 4,  1882, 
and  served  as  call  member  until  Dec.  15,  1SS6,  when  he  was  appointed 
Ladderman;  elected  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  Dec.  7,  1885;  presented 
June  29,  1890,  with  gold  medal  by  the  F.  C.  A.  for  services  rendered  in 
the  rescue  of  Police  Patrolmen  W.  G.  E.  Seelhorst  and  Frank  Hirsch  at 
the  Allen  house  fire  on  St.  Charles  Street,  Dec.  14,  1889.  Was  ap- 
pointed Dec.  15,  1891,  Lieutenant  and  Tillerman  of  Truck  2  ;  Driver  of 
Water  Tower  June  1,  1893  ;  was  highly  commended  by  the  press  for 
heroic  conduct  at  the  F.  F.  Hansell  fire  at  94  Canal  Street,  Oct.  9,  1892  ; 
received  honorable  mention  in  Chief  O'Connor's  report  to  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners on  the  rescue  of  five  persons  at  the  Grunewald  Hall  fire  of 
Oct.  31,  1892.     He  was  by  occupation  a  painter. 

Charles  Azcoxa,  born  in  New  Orleans  March  17,  1865,  became  a 
call  member  of  American  H.  &  L.  No.  2  Nov.  1,  18S3  ;  elected  2nd  As- 
sistant Dec.  10,  1887,  and  again  in  1888;  has  in  his  possession  the  finest 
fire  trumpet  ever  owned  in  the  company,  being  that  of  Foreman  Ed. 
Flood,  now  Detective.  Was  appointed  Dec.  15,  1891,  Ladderman  of 
Truck  2  ;  Towerman  of  Water  Tower  June  1,  1893  ;  was  injured  by  being 
thrown  from  supply  wagon  April  26,  1893  ;  honorably  mentioned  in  Chief 
O'Connor's  report  to  Commissioners  for  services  rendered  to  escaping 
inmates  of  St.  Charles  Hotel,  burned  April  29,  189a. 
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Chemical  Company. 
Chemical  Company  No.  2. 

This  Engine  Company  completes  the  protective  equipment  of  the 
Second  Fire  District.  It  is  located  on  First  Street,  between  Caronde- 
let  and  Baronne,  and  has  a  double-tank  Babcock,  managed  by  the  follow- 
ing members  : 

Captain  John  Halpin,  born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  28,  1847,  by 
occupation  formerly  a  drayman  ;  joined  the  Volunteer  Department  Sept. 
28,  1869,  as  a  member  of  Irad  Ferry  No.  12  ;  was  Delegate  to  the  F.  C. 
A.,  1880-81  ;  chairman  of  committee  on  testimonial  to  the  Philadelphia 
Firemen  in  recognition  of  reception  of  escort  to  the  Liberty  Bell  from 
New  Orleans  to  Philadelphia.  Was  appointed  Tankman  of  the  First 
Street  Chemical  engine,  when  the  Underwriters  introduced  the  chemical 
service  under  Capt.  Grandjean  in  1875  ;  promoted  to  Driver  April  1, 
1876  ;  resigned  March  31,  1879.  Was  twice  injured  in  accidents  during 
service — engine  upset  at  Polymina  and  Pyrtania  Streets  ;  also  in  collision 
of  Chemical  Engine  with  Chalmette  Steamer  No.  23,  at  Washington  and 
Magazine  Streets,  both  engines  thrown  on  their  sides;  it  was  in  this  col- 
lision that  the  celebrated  horse  Grandjean,  formerly  of  No.  5,  was  killed. 
Was  appointed  Aug.  9,  1892,  Pipeman  of  No.  12  ;  Driver  Sept.  1,  1892  ; 
promoted  to  present  position  Aug.  8,  1893. 

Lieut.  Louis  Whitley  was  born  in  this  city  June  10,  1853  ;  joined 
Chalmette  No.  23  Sept  6,  1885  ;  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  22  in  Paid 
Department  May  16,  1892  ;  promoted  to  present  position  Sept.  1,  1894. 
Was  formerly  an  electric  light  trimmer. 

Driver  John  Wiltenmuth,  born  in  New  Orleans  Oct.  26,  1843,  De~ 
came  member  of  Volunteer  No.  1  Oct.  4,  1863  ;  Housekeeper  Dec.  1863- 
1866;  elected  1st  Asst.,  1868-69;  Foreman  1871-73-74-75;  Delegate  to 
F.  C.  A.  during  same  years,  and  was  on  General  Relief  Committee  ;  re- 
signed Aug.  1875,  ancl  became  Driver  of  First  St.  Chemical  Engine,  and 
was  injured  in  the  collisions  and  upsets  described  above  ;  served  with 
Port  St.  Chemical,  1884-91.  Appointed  Pipeman  of  Chemical  No.  5  Jan. 
1,  1892  ;  Driver  Aug.  8,  1893. 

Master  Mechanic  William  Gleason  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the 
gaining  of  trophies  during  his  connection  with  the  Volunteer  Depart- 
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ment,  which  he  began  in  1870  as  engineer  of  Phoenix  No.  8,  serving  also 
with  Nos.  2  and  9.  June  18,  1876,  he  helped  to  win  a  set  of  golden  horns 
for  Mississippi  Xo.  2  in  a  steam  engine  prize  contest,  throwing  the  larg- 
est stream  of  water  334  feet,  6  inches.  In  June,  1885,  he  was  on  No.  c/s 
team  that  won  a  silver  set  and  a  $100  prize  for  prowess  in  the  Firemen's 
Tournament.  Was  appointed  Engineer  of  No.  23  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  Mas- 
ter Mechanic  of  the  Department  June  8,  1893.  He  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  Jul\-  19,  1846. 

G.  Baroeau,  Storekeeper  at  the  warehouse,  is  a  native  of  New  Or- 
leans, born  Jul)-  22,  1858  ;  was  a  member  of  Louisiana  Hose  from  June  3, 
1878  to  Sept.  3,  1879,  when  he  resigned  ;  joined  Perseverance  No.  13  Jan. 
30,  1S83,  and  remained  with  that  company  until  the  Volunteer  Depart- 
ment retired  in  1 89 1,  serving  as  regular  Pipeman  the  last  six  months.  Ap- 
pointed Dec.  15,  1X91,  Pipeman  of  No.  13;  served  until  April  3,  1892, 
when  he  was  seriously  injured  in  the  great  Cotton  Press  fire  of  that 
date,  being  crushed  by  a  falling  wall  at  the  Fire  Proof  Press  and  sus- 
taining injuries  which  it  was  at  first  feared  would  prove  fatal  ;  was  laid 
up  for  10  months  with  a  broken  leg  and  internal  injuries,  and  on  recov 
ering  sufficiently  was  detailed  to  his  present  duties  at  the  Warehouse. 

CoMTAXIES  OK  THE  TlIIRD  FlRE  DISTRICT. 

Engine  Companies  Nos.  4,  11,  15  ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No. 
5  ;  Chemical  Companies  Nos.  6,  7,  and  s. 

Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  O'Neil,  who  dominates  the  Third  Fire 
District,  had  twenty-five  years'  experience  as  an  active  fireman  behind 
him  when  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  ;  and  he  has  perhaps 
served  the  City  of  New  Orleans  as  a  salaried  Fire  Department  official 
longer  than  anyone  in  it,  for  he  was  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  of 
the  Sixth  District  when  the  City  Council  made  there  its  first  experience 
with  a  paid  fire  department.  He  was  born  in  this  city  March  14,  1X47, 
and  became  an  active  member  of  Phoenix  No.  S  in  Dec,  1866.  He 
served  as  1st  Assistant  2  years  ;  Foreman  S  years  ;  President  of  the  com- 
pany 4  years  ;  Delegate  about  15  years  ;  represented  the  Third  District 
in  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  5  years  ;  was  appointed  Chief  of  the 
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Exposition  Fire  Department  June  7,  1884,  and  at  that  time  went  on  the 
Exempt  Roll  of  the  old  department.  He  was  seriously  injured  at  a  fire  on 
Elysian  Fields  and  Chartres  Sts.,  in  1872,  when  his  back  and  his  head  were 
cut;  fell  froma  burning  building  at  Frenchman  and  Marais  Sts.,  in  1877, 
and  broke  his  ankle.  Previous  to  his  devoting  his  entire  time  to  the 
service  of  the  Fire  Department,  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  Assessor's  Office. 

Engine  Company  No.  4. 

The  location  of  No.  4's  house  is  at  No.  4215  Magazine  Street,  between 
Milan  and  Berlin.  The  engine  is  a  single  pump  Jeffers.  The  members 
of  the  company  are  : — 

Captain  Luke  Fleming,  born  in  New  Orleans,  Aug.  31,  1856;  at 
one  time  employed  as  Pipeman  in  the  Babcock  Engine  service,  in  the 
Sixth  District  ;  joined  the  Volunteer  Department  as  a  member  of  Amer- 
ican H.  &  L.  No.  2,  Nov.  4,  1874  ;  transferred  to  Irad  Ferry  No.  12,  and 
appointed  Driver,  June  8,  1876,  remaining  there  until  1883,  when  he 
went  into  the  service  of  the  Babcock  Engine.  Appointed  to  the  Paid 
Department,  April  1,  1892,  as  Driver  and  Lieutenant  of  Chemical  No. 
8  ;  made  Captain  of  No.  4,  Sept.  13,  1894. 

Lieut.  John  F.  Elfert  was  born  in  this  city  April  8,  1845  ;  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  Farrell  Police  ;  was  a  Volunteer  fireman 
twenty-five  years,  having  joined  Young  America  No.  3,  of  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict, April  1,  1867,  serving  as  1st  Assistant  Foreman  4  years,  Vice-Pres- 
ident 4  years,  and  Delegate  to  the  F.  C.  A.  of  the  Sixth  District  3  years. 
He  was  appointed  in  1891  Pipeman  of  No.  15  ;  and  in  June,  1894,  became 
Lieutenant  of  No.  4. 

Engineer  H.  F.  Grant  is  a  native  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  born  Jan. 
17,  1853,  nas  held  his  present  position  since  the  Paid  Department  was  or- 
ganized, coming  in  with  Pioneer  No.  1,  of  the  Sixth  District,  which  then 
became  Engine  Co.  No.  4,  and  continuing  as  Engineer  to  occupy  the 
position  he  had  held  in  the  Volunteer  Department  of  the  Sixth  District 
with  Pioneer  No.  1,  since  Jan.  4,  1881. 

Stoker  Maxime  Gautiireaux  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Sept.  14, 
1856  ;  he  was  appointed  pipeman  of  No.  4,  Jan.  1,  1892,  and  was  pres- 
ently made  Lieutenant  of  the  same,  continuing  in  that  position  until  1894, 


THOS.  O'NEIL,  Assistant  Engineer,  Third  Fire  District. 


NEW  ORLEANS  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


497 


when  he  was  made  Stoker.  He  had  served  previously,  since  March,  1876, 
with  Home  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1. 

Driver  William  H.  Bourdkt,  born  in  this  city  Nov.  i,  1850,  joined 
the  Sixth  District  Department  April  1,  1867,  as  a  member  of  Young 
America  No.  3  ;  Yice-Prest.  and  President  of  the  same  each  1  year,  also 
Delegate;  Hose  Carriage  Driver  of  Pioneer  No.  1,  Oct.  15,  18)54;  to 
Young  America  No.  3  in  same  capacity  Dec.  15,  1889  ;  Driver  of  steamer, 
Oct.  1,  1 89 1  ;  was  appointed  Driver  of  No.  4,  in  1894. 

John  D.  Schermaxx  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Oct.  2,  1S51  ;  be- 
came attached  to  No.  4  as  Pipeman,  1S94;  was  a  member  of  Volunteer 
Department,  Sixth  District,  Nov.  7,  1871,  with  Young  America  No.  3. 

William  J.  Shaw,  born  in  this  city  Sept.  15,  1863,  was  appointed 
Pipeman  of  No.  4,  Jan.  3,  1894. 

Engine  Company  No.  ii. 

Located  at  the  corner  of  Napoleon  Avenue  and  Pitt  Street,  this 
successor  of  Protector  No.  2  of  the  Sixth  District  is  equipped  with  a 
single  Ahrens  engine,  and  is  manned  by  the  following  company  mem- 
bers : 

Captain  Jacob  Rihxer  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  June  21,  1856; 
joined  Protector,  No.  2,  Oct.  2,  1872  ;  became  Housekeeper  Jan.  r,  1878, 
retaining  that  position  until  the  Sixth  District  was  made  a  Paid  Depart- 
ment in  Dec.  1889,  when  he  was  appointed  Captain  of  No.  2.  Appointed 
Captain  of  No.  11,  Jan.  1,  1892. 

Engineer  John  S.  Rice  is  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
born  Aug.  4,  1S39  ;  became  a  member  of  Columbia  No.  5  thirty-six  years 
ago,  in  October,  1859;  was  Engineer  of  Chalmette  No.  23  for  seven 
years  ;  appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  Aug.  15,  1892,  as  Engineer  of 
No.  11.     He  was  formerly  a  marine  engineer. 

Stoker  William  H.  Daxe,  born  in  this  city  May  21,  1S69,  became 
a  member  of  Young  America  No.  3  in  April,  1887  ;  was  appointed  to 
the  Paid  Department  of  the  Sixth  District  Nov.  1,  1890,  as  Pipeman  ; 
promoted  to  Stoker  of  same  (then  No.  15)  Jan.  1,  1892;  which  position 
he  still  holds. 

Driver  George  McD.  Madere,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Orleans  July 


498 


NEW  ORLEANS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


5,  i860;  joined  Protector  No.  2  in  Feb.,  1886  ;  elected  1st  Assistant  Jan., 
1889;  was  appointed  Driver  Dec.  15,  1889,  when  the  department  was 
made  a  paid  one  ;  appointed  Stoker  of  No.  11  in  1894. 

Lieutenant  Jules  LivAUDAis  was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  15,  1864  ; 
was  appointed  Pipeman  Oct.  1,  1891  ;  Driver  1894. 

Edward  C.  Weiss,  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Oct.  31,  1866,  was 
appointed  to  No.  11  Sept.  1,  1893.  He  had  served  as  an  active  member 
of  Home  H.  &  L.  No.  1  since  February,  1884. 

T.  P.  Kostmayer  was  appointed  July  1,  1891,  Pipeman  in  the  Sixth 
District  Department;  came  into  No  11  in  1893.  He  had  served  as 
Steward  of  No.  23  in  the  Volunteer  Department.. 

Engine  Company  No.  15. 

No.  15  is  housed  at  No.  4215  Magazine  Street,  where  its  single 
Ahrens  engine  is  kept  and  worked  by  the  following  members  : 

Captain  Florian  Michel,  born  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  8,  1867,  was 
appointed  a  Ladderman  in  the  Sixth  District  Department  Nov.  1,  1890  ; 
was  made  Driver  of  Chemical  No.  6  May  1,  1892  (having  been  Tankman 
since  Jan.  1)  and  Captain  of  No.  15  June  8,  1893.  He  was  formerly  a 
blacksmith. 

Mike  Welch,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  Feb.  7,  1847,  formerly  a 
private  watchman,  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Protector  No.  2  in  1867, 
and  served  on  nearly  all  the  standing  committees  of  that  company  ;  was 
appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  15,  1893,  and  promoted  to  his  present  position 
Jan.  12,  1895.    Took  active  part  in  firemen's  races  at  the  Fair  Grounds. 

Engineer  Henry  Riley,  born  in  this  city  June  15,  1852,  became  a 
member  of  Young  America  No.  3  May  1,  1867  ;  elected  Driver  Dec, 
1870-90;  Grand  Marshal  of  Company  1875  ;  was  active  in  the  races  at 
the  Fair  Grounds  where  he  won  a  prize;  also  served  on  special  commit- 
tees. Appointed  to  Paid  Department,  6th  Dist.,  Dec,  1889,  and  came 
into  the  present  Department  with  No.  3;  changed  to  l^Jo.  15,  Jan.  1,  1892. 
Was  injured  going  to  a  fire  on  April  3,  1892. 

Stoker  George  Cron,  born  in  this  city  Nov.  29,  1852,  joined  Pro- 
tector No.  2  Nov.  6,  1876  ;  Driver  Hose  Carriage  Dec.  15,  1884,  for  five 
years  ;  served  on  many  committees,  and  received  recognition  for  services 
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as  a  member  of  the  company.  Was  appointed  Hose  Carriage  Driver  in 
Paid  Department  Dec,  1889  ;  Stoker  of  No.  ii,  Dec.  15,  1891  ;  No.  15, 
1893. 

Driver  Bernard  Hirst,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  Nov.  20, 
1849,  became  a  member  of  Protector  No.  2  April  18,  1868  ;  elected 
Housekeeper  Dec,  1869;  Engineer  Dec,  1 873,  until  disbandment  in  1SS9. 
Appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  11  Feb.  10,  1893  ;  Driver  of  No.  15,  April  8, 
1894. 

Joseph  C<>xtko\vinski,  born  in  this  city  Sept.  iS,  1X54,  was  appointed 
Pipeman  of  No.  15,  Nov.  26,  1894.  He  became  an  active  member  of 
Louisiana  Hose  Co.  in  September,  1879. 

Thomas  \V.  Boukdet,  born  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  30,  1856,  was  ap- 
pointed Ladderman  in  the  Sixth  District  Department  Sept.  10,  1891;  Lieu- 
tenant of  Truck  5  in  the  present  Department  Dec.  1,  1892;  transferred 
as  Pipeman  to  No.  15,  1893.  He  assisted  in  rescuing  Capt.  Gus  Michel 
March  7,  1892  ;  and  was  seriously  injured  while  on  duty,  Aug.  1,  1894. 

Hook  ami  Ladder  Company  No.  5. 

Truck  5  has  its  house  on  Marengo  Street,  between  Magazine  and 
Constance.  The  members  of  the  company  that  raise  its  ladders  are  as 
follows  : 

Captain  Gustaye  Michel  has  been  senior  captain  of  the  District 
since  his  original  appointment  to  the  Paid  Department  of  the  Sixth  Dis- 
trict Dec.  15,  1  ,S rS 9 ,  and  was  continued  so  when  the  Third  Fire  District  was 
established.  He  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Dec  25,  1S39,  and  became  a 
member  of  Home  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No.  1  May  4,  1859,  serving  as 
Delegate  of  the  same  for  six  terms.  He  was  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
Police. 

Matthew  Garrioan,  Tillerman  and  Acting  Lieutenant,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  Jan.  16,  1X39.  Like  his  captain,  he  also  was  a  Volunteer  Fireman 
for  thirty-six  years,  having  joined  Home  H.  &  L.  No.  1,  May  4,  1859  '< 
serving  during  that  time  three  years  as  1st  Assistant  and  two  years  as 
2nd  Assistant  ;  also  as  Delegate  to  the  6th  District  F.  C.  A.  He  con- 
tinued with  the  Truck  Co.  when  it  came  into  the  paid  Department,  and 
still  stays  with  it. 
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Driver  Emile  R.  Chevally,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  April  28, 
1 S55  ;  joined  Home  H.  &  L.  No.  1  in  1873,  and  continued  with  the  same 
until  now.  He  was  made  Driver  Nov.  1,  1891.  While  it  was  a  Volun- 
teer company  he  served  one  year  as  2nd  Assistant  Foreman,  also  on 
many  committees. 

Edward  C.  Mason,  born  in  this  city  May  2,  1870,  was  appointed 
Ladderman  Aug.  3,  1894. 

Richard  J.  Murphy  was  a  member  of  Home  Truck  No.  1  January, 
1888.  His  appointment  to  the  present  Department  was  made  April  10, 
1892.  While  connected  with  the  Volunteer  Truck  Co.  he  served  on 
committees  and  as  Delegate.  He  was  a  member  of  Battery  B.,  La.  Field 
Artillery,  and  was  born  in  New  Orleans  July  14,  1867. 

George  Achor,  born  in  this  city  June  18,  1849,  was  a  member  of 
Protector  No.  2  Feb.  2,  1868,  and  was  one  year  1st  Assistant  Foreman; 
appointed   Ladderman  in  6th  District  Paid  Department  Nov.  9,  1 891. 

William  J.  Ryan,  born  in  New  Orleans  July  25,  1856,  and  formerly 
a  police  officer,  was  appointed  Ladderman  Feb.  26,  1895. 

Three  Chemical  Engine  Companies  complete  the  protection  appara- 
tus of  the  Third  Fire  District.  These  are  Nos.  6,  7,  and  8.  Their  loca- 
tions and  members  are  as  follows : — 

No.  6 — 724  Fouchcr  Street : 

Captain  Ben  Eble  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  Jan.  16,  i860,  and 
joined  the  Sixth  Dist.  Volunteer  Dept.  Oct.  3,  1884  ;  became  a  member 
of  Phillips,  No.  4,  organized  as  a  chemical  company,  Dec,  1889.  Acted 
as  delegate  from  his  volunteer  company. 

Driver  John  Lott  joined  Pioneer  No.  1  April  6,  1S80  ;  appointed  to 
his  present  position  Dec.  15,  1889  ;  was  Captain  May  1,  1891  ;  Driver 
again  July  I,  1893.     He  was  born  in  this  city  April  6,  1S60. 

Adam  Kerber,  formerly  a  motorman,  born  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  26, 
1867,  was  appointed  Pipeman  Nov.  28,  1893. 

No.  7 — corner  of  Magazine  and  Calhoun  Streets; 

Captain  Louis  Bird  was  born  in  New  Orleans  March  28,  1S51,  and 
joined  Phoenix  No.  8,  April  1,  188S  ;  remained  a  member  until  appointed 
to  the  Chemical  Engine  service  in  the  Sixth  District  May  1,  1891,  as 
Pipeman;  Driver  July  1,  1892;  Captain,  March  10,  1892. 

Driver  John  Springer,  a  native  of  this  city,  born  Sept.  20,  185 1  ; 
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became  a  member  of  Home  H.  &  L.  No.  2  in  the  Sixth  District  Depart- 
ment in  1872  ;  appointed  Pipeman  Dec.  15,  1889  ;  Driver,  May,  1892. 

John  Rice  received  his  appointment  as  Pipeman  of  Chemical  No.  7 
May  1,  1894.     He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  June  19,  1872. 

Xo.  8 — 522  I  a  fence  Street : 

Captain  Baptiste  Bonewitz  became  a  member  of  Young  America 
No.  3  Feb.  2,  1870,  and  was  appointed  to  the  captaincy  of  Chemical  No. 
8,  April  1,  1892.     He  was  born  in  this  city  April  2,  185  1. 

Anthony  Rieke,  born  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  23,  1869,  was  appointed 
Pipeman  of  Independent  Chemical  Engine  Company  in  1889  ;  to  this 
company  as  Pipeman  April  18,  1893  '<  Driver  Aug.  14,  1894.  He  was 
formerly  a  gardener. 

Julius  Vollexweiker,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  where  he  was  born 
Dec.  24,  1844,  was  an  active  member  of  Protector  No.  2  from  April  27, 
1867.    He  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  April  1,  1892. 

Companies  of  the  Fourth  Fire  District. 

Engine  Companies  Nos.  16,  17  and  18  ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 
No.  6. 

Assistant  Engineer  Timothy  Daly,  in  command  of  the  Fourth  Fire 
District  forces,  was  born  in  Ireland,  Feb.  17,  1847.  He  became  an  active 
member  of  the  old  Volunteer  Department  of  the  Fifth  District  July  6, 
1865,  at  which  time  he  joined  Washington  Hook  &  Ladder  Co.  No.  1.;  in 
1867-8  he  was  elected  2nd  Assistant  Foreman;  1st  Assistant  1869; 
Foreman  1870;  was  on  the  roll  of  Exempts  until  1874,  when  he  returned 
to  active  duty,  and  in  Dec,  1875,  was  elected  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fifth 
District  Department,  in  which  position  he  remained  until  the  dissolution 
of  the  Volunteer  Departments  and  became  Assistant  Engineer  of  the 
Paid  Department  January  1,  1892.  While  Chief  of  the  Department  he 
was  also  Superintendent  of  the  Fire  Alarm  Service.  In  1882  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  gold  fire  badge  by  the  officers  and  members  of  Brooklyn 
No.  2  ;  and  at  another  time  Capt.  Jacob  Gray  of  the  Teutonia  Ins.  Co. 
and  Capt.  A.  Kalinski  of  the  Salvage  Corps  presented  him  with  a  gold 
service  badge.  He  served  two  years  in  the  State  Militia  as  private  and 
2nd  Lieut,  in  Co.  C.  of  the  5th  regiment. 
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Engine  Company  No.  16. 

Engine  Company  No.  16  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Verret  Street 
and  Pelican  Avenue,  where  its  double  Silsby  engine  is  housed,  and  the 
members  of  the  company  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  Peter  M.  Bein,  born  in  Algiers  Oct.  16,  1861,  became  a 
member  of  Morgan  No.  3  of  the  old  Fifth  District  Jan.  17,  1883;  was 
elected  1st  Assistant  Foreman,  1886;  Foreman,  1887;  President,  1889; 
Delegate  1887  and  1891  ;  member  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
1889-90  ;  Exempt,  Jan.  1,  1 891.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Paid  Depart- 
ment March  30,  1893,  as  Pipeman  of  No.  16,  of  which  company  he  was 
promoted  to  be  Captain  Aug.  11,  of  the  same  year.  His  former  occupa- 
tion was  that  of  machinist. 

Michael  I.  Byrnes,  born  in  this  city  June  15,  1850,  formerly  a 
boiler-maker,  was  a  member  of  Columbia  No.  5  from  Jan.  5,  1870,  to  Jan. 
1,  1878,  when  he  became  Exempt.  He  was  appointed  Pipeman  in  No.  2 
May  23,  1893  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  and  transferred  to  No.  16,  in  1894. 

Engineer  Frank  M.  Wish,  born  March  28,  1847,  in  Algiers,  was 
actively  at  work  with  Pelican  No.  1  of  Algiers  from  Dec.  7,  1865,  until 
Dec.  7,  1 87 1 ,  when  he  was  granted  exemption.  He  sustained  a  broken 
leg  and  other  injuries  which  laid  him  up  for  three  months,  in  a  collision 
between  his  engine  and  Washington  Truck  at  the  corner  of  Peters  and 
Pacific  Avenue,  Oct.  4,  1883.  He  was  appointed  to  his  present  position 
Jan.  1,  1892. 

Stoker  Frank  Desabaye  also  was  a  member  of  Pelican  No.  1,  which 
he  joined  Nov.  2,  1871  ;  Vice  President,  1875-78-79;  Secretary,  1876-77; 
Delegate  from  1878  to  1890;  Chairman  General  Relief  Committee,  1878  ; 
Liquidating  Committee  of  F.  C.  A.  of  Algiers,  1891-92  ;  Exempt  mem- 
ber of  Pelican  No.  1,  1880.  He  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  16,  Jan. 
1,  1892;  Lieutenant,  Aug.  11,  1893;  Stoker,  April  1,  1 891.  He  was 
formerly  a  painter,  and  was  born  in  Algiers  Nov.  15,  1849. 

Driver  John  A.  Bass,  for  many  years  Housekeeper  of  Washington 
H.  &  L.  No.  1,  of  Algiers,  was  born  in  Algiers  March  18,  1870,  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  No.  16,  Aug.  13,  1893  ;  Driver,  Oct.  1,  1894. 

Casper  H.  Hoke,  a  native  of  Algiers,  born  March  18,  1871,  was  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  of  No.  16,  Feb.  16,  1894;  Driver  of  Hose  Cart  Oct.  14. 
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Julius  Verret  received  his  appointment  to  No.  16  Oct.  16,  1894. 
He  was  born  in  this  city  July  7,  1845,  and  was  occupied  as  a  planter. 
He  was  a  member  of  St.  Paul  Battalion,  Chasseurs  a  Pied,  C.  S.  A.,  1859- 
60  ;  also  of  the  30th  Louisiana,  C.  S.  A. 

Encine  Company  N<>.  17. 

Engine  No.  17  finds  quarters  on  Delaronde,  near  Bouny  Street.  It 
is  a  single  Jeffreys,  and  is  looked  after  by  the  following  members  of  the 
company  : 

Captain  Charles  Buhlek,  who  joined  Washington  H.  &  L.  No.  1  of 
the  old  5th  District,  Jul)-  4,  1873,  and  saw  18  years'  service  in  the  Volun- 
teer Department  of  that  District.  Transferred  to  Brooklyn,  No.  2,  July 
14.  1876,  he  was  elected  2nd  Assistant  Foreman  1877,  and  was  a  Sub- 
Delegate  and  member  of  Relief  Committee  of  the  F.  C.  A.  of  Algiers. 
Jan.  1,  1892,  he  was  appointed  Driver  of  No.  16;  promoted  to  Captain 
Sept.  14,  1894.     He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  April  25,  1854. 

Lieutenant  William  H<  iffmanx  was  appointed  Jan.  1,  1894,  Pipeman 
in  this  company  :  promoted  to  Lieutenant  May  20.  He  was  formerly  a 
ship  carpenter,  and  was  born  in  Algiers  April  24,  1856. 

Engineer  Charles  Adams  was  born  in  New  Orleans  July  17,  1863. 
He  joined  Brooklyn  No.  2.  Oct.  16,  1886,  and  was  one  year  2nd  Assist- 
ant Foreman.  Appointed  to  Xo.  17,  Jan.  1,  1892,  as  Stoker;  made 
Engineer  Nov.  25,  1893.  Had  a  close  shave  Feb.  22,  same  year,  while 
working  at  a  fire  corner  of  Madison  and  Horner  Sts.,  when  the  explo- 
sion of  a  keg  of  gun-powder  near  by  damaged  the  engine,  which  was 
with  difficulty  withdrawn  to  a  safe  distance  on  account  of  the  intense 
heat. 

Stoker  John  W.  Airman,  a  railroad  fireman  formerly,  born  in  Al- 
giers Dec.  19,  1867,  was  appointed  Aug.  11,  1893  ;  during  the  same  year 
was  made  Lieutenant  and  Stoker. 

Driver  Philip  Hield  was  appointed  Pipeman  May  25,  1894;  pro- 
moted to  Driver  Nov.  28.     He  was  born  in  Algiers  Dec.  21,  1869. 

John  Power  was  appointed  supernumerary  Pipeman  of  Engine  No. 
5,  March  8,  1894;  assigned  to  No.  17  as  Pipeman  May  24,  same  year. 
He  was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  19,  T872. 
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Engine  Company  No.  18. 

The  house  in  which  No.  18  is  located  is  at  No.  18  Elmira  Street, 
where  the  single  Ahrens  engine  is  kept.  The  members  of  this  company 
consist  of  the  following  : 

Captain  William  Heatherman,  born  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  20, 
1869;  became  an  active  member  of  Morgan  No.  3  Aug.  1,  1886;  elected 
1st  Assistant,  1889  ;  Foreman,  1890-91  ;  Delegate,  1889-91,  and  member 
of  many  F.  C.  A.  Committees.  When  the  Paid  Department  absorbed 
the  volunteer  companies,  he  came  with  his  old  company,  changed  to  No. 
18,  as  its  Captain  ;  was  made  Senior  Captain  Sept.  26,  1893. 

Lieutenant  Levi  P.  Back  was  appointed  March  18,  1894,  as  Pipe- 
man  of  No.  18  and  promoted  subsequently  to  Lieutenant.  He  was  born 
in  Indiana  Oct.  1,  1854. 

Engineer  John  T.  McGarrv,  born  in  Natchez,  Miss.,  Dec.  24,  1857. 
a  marine  engineer  by  occupation,  joined  Brooklyn  No.  2  Dec.  2,  1878; 
elected  2nd  Assistant,  1880-81  ;  1st  Assistant,  1883,  acting  as  Foreman 
the  last  part  of  that  year  ;  elected  Foreman,  1884  ;  Delegate,  1884  ;  Pres- 
ident, 1886;  Exempt,  1886;  was  Chairman  Finance  and  Relief  Com- 
mittees.   Appointed  to  his  present  position  Jan.  1,  1892. 

Stoker  Joseph  Manuel  Fernandez  is  a  Spaniard,  born  March  5, 
1858;  active  member  of  Pelican  No.  1  May  6,  1880;  Steward,  1881-82- 
83;  2nd  Assistant,  1884;  1st  Assistant,  1 884  ;  Sub-Delegate,  1883  to 
1885.  Was  appointed  to  present  position  Jan.  1,  1892.  Was  formerly  a 
dry-dock  engineer,  and  served  one  year  each  in  the  Spanish  and  the 
Mexican  Navy. 

Driver  John  Fridolin,  born  in  New  Orleans  Jan.  9,  1868,  was 
appointed  Pipeman  Aug.  14,  1893,  promoted  to  Driver  April  15, 
1894. 

Maurice  Connor,  born  in  New  Orleans  Aug.  5,  i860,  was  ap- 
pointed Ladderman  of  Truck  6  July  24,  1892  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant 
Oct.  12,  1892,  serving  both  with  Truck  6  and  Engine  18;  Pipeman  in 
latter  1894. 

Henry  Fourtina  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  Chemical  No.  4,  May 
11,  1894;  transferred  to  Engine  2  and  afterwards  to  No.  18.  He  was 
born  in  this  city  April  25,  1872. 
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Hook  ami  Lauder  Company  No.  6. 

At  the  corner  of  Alix  and  Yerrett  Streets,  Algiers,  is  the  house  of 
Truck  6,  and  the  men  who  run  and  raise  the  ladders  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  Joseph  A.  Bahin,  a  native  of  Algiers,  where  he  was  born 
Feb.  14,  1 S 5 5 .  He  began  his  fireman's  experience  as  Ladderman  of 
Washington  Hook  <S;  Ladder  Co.  Xo.  1  ;  he  served  as  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  Delegate,  and  on  man)-  important  committees  ;  for  seven  years 
of  active  service  he  missed  only  two  fires  and  two  regular  meetings,  and 
continued  on  the  active  roll  after  he  was  entitled  to  exemption.  Among 
the  exciting  events  of  his  service  wen;  the  great  Planters'  Oil  Works  fire 
of  June  23,  1S83,  when  with  about  a  dozen  members  of  his  company  he  was 
burned  by  the  burning  oil,  and  one  of  them  he  rescued  from  death  ;  and 
the  great  fire  of  Jul}'  21,  1892,  in  which  he  nearly  lost  an  eye.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  Jan.  1,  1892,  to  his  present  position  as 
Captain  of  Truck  6. 

Lieut.  Jonx  Mack  was  appointed  Ladderman  June  10,  1893,  and 
subsequently  promoted  to  Lieutenant.  He  was  a  member  of  old  Wash- 
ington Truck  1,  which  he  joined  in  March,  1876.  He  was  born  in  Algiers 
Feb.  15,  185 1. 

Driver  Jacob  L.  Fetscii,  born  in  Algiers  April  21,  1868,  was  ap- 
pointed Pipeman  April  4,  1892,  and  transferred  as  Ladderman  to  Truck 
6  Aug.  1;  made  Driver  Feb.  1,  1894. 

Tillerman  Joseph  R.  Hotard,  formerly  a  boat-builder,  was  ap- 
pointed Nov.  28,  1893,  as  Ladderman,  promoted  Tillerman,  1895.  He 
was  born  in  Algiers  F"eb.  26,  1869. 

Joseph  C.  Bkaulieu,  born  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  May  4,  1855,  was 
appointed  Sept.  11,  1894.  He  had  been  a  member  of  American  Truck  2 
since  1883.  He  was  formerly  a  carpenter,  and  spent  two  years  in  the 
M  eyer  Rifles,  State  Militia. 

Companies  of  the  Fifth  Fire  District. 

Engine  Companies  Nos.  19  and  25  ;  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 
No.  7  ;  Chemical  Company  No.  9. 

Assistant  Engineer  Albert  Aruo,  who  commands  in  the  Fifth  Fire 
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District,  served  in  the  Volunteer  Department  of  Carrollton,  the  old 
Seventh  District,  for  more  than  twenty-six  years.  He  joined  Indepen- 
dent No.  2,  of  Carrollton,  March  5,  1865,  in  which  he  served  one  year  as 
2nd  Assistant  Foreman,  and  was  then  elected  Assistant  Chief  Eneiiieer 
by  the  local  F.  C.  A.,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  twelve  consec- 
utive years,  or  until  the  dissolution  of  the  Volunteer  Department 
and  its  absorption  into  the  Paid  Department,  when  he  came  with  it  as 
Assistant  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fifth  District.  The  volunteer  com- 
pany to  which  he  belonged  was  a  bucket  company  when  it  was  organ- 
ized in  1864,  and  became  afterwards  successively  a  hand-engine  and  a 
steam-engine  company.  During  1859-60  he  served  for  one  year  in 
the  Jefferson  Rifles,  Jefferson  Parish.  He  was  born  in  New  Orleans 
Dec.  12,  1832., 

Engine  Company  No.  19. 

The  single  Jeffreys  engine  with  which  Engine  Company  No.  19  is 
equipped  is  housed  on  Maple  Street,  between  Burdette  and  Fern.  The 
members  of  the  company  who  handle  it  at  fires  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  August  William  Wattigny,  born  in  Rennerville,  in  the 
parish  of  Jefferson,  March  9,  i860,  became  a  member  of  Independent 
No.  2  on  April  9,  1881  ;  elected  2nd  Assistant,  1882  ;  1st  Assistant,  1883  ; 
Delegate,  1884  to  '86;  Finance  Committee,  1886  to  '91;  member  of 
Liquidating  Committee.  He  was  appointed  Captain  of  No.  25  Dec.  31, 
1 89 1  ;  transferred  1894  to  command  of  No.  19.  He  was  originally  a 
foreman  at  the  Planters'  Sugar  Refining  Co. 

Lieut.  Jacob  Will,  born  in  New  Orleans  April  9,  1848,  became  a 
member  of  Star  H.  &  L.  Co.  of  Carrollton  July,  1886,  and  served  until  the 
disbandment,  when  he  was  appointed,  Jan.  1st,  1892,  Pipeman  in  No.  19  ; 
was  transferred  to  Truck  7,  but  was  returned  to  No.  19  as  Lieutenant. 
During  his  service  with  No.  19  he  was  once  badly  injured  by  being 
thrown  from  the  hose  carriage  to  the  street. 

Engineer  Christian*  Bex  ski.  was  born  in  Germany  June  7,  1867. 
He  was  made  Housekeeper  of  Independent  No.  2  Oct.  9,  1871,  and  served 
as  such  for  four  years  ;  went  to  Carrollton  No.  1,  July  3,  1S75,  as  House- 
keeper and  served  four  years  ;  promoted  to  Engineer  Nov.  1,  1879.  May 
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2,  1885  he  was  presented  with  a  gnkl  battle  by  his  company.  Ap- 
pointed Engineer  of  No.  10,  I  )ec.  31,  1891. 

Stoker  Fkkiunaxh  S<  iirkixkr,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  where  he 
was  born  Oct.  16,  1848,  joined  Carrollton  No.  1  April,  1885  ;  elected  2nd 
Assistant,  1888  ;  1st  Assistant,  1889  ;  Delegate,  1888-89,  and  a  member  of 
various  committees. 

Driver  Stephen  Mayo  was  appointed  Pipeman  of  No.  19  Dec.  31. 
1891  ;  during  the  year  he  was  made  Lieutenant;  and  in  1883,  Driver. 
He  was  born  in  New  Orleans  'Slay  22,  1855,  and  had  been  a  member  of 
Carrollton  No.  1  since  May  12,  1881. 

John  Dkll,  Jr.,  born  in  Jefferson  Parish  Sept.  2,  1856;  joined  Car- 
rollton No.  1  Jan.  5. 1 8S3  ;  was  appointed  to  No.  19  Dec.  31,  1891. 

Frederick  William  Stuck  was  born  in  this  city  Feb.  4,  1862;  be- 
came a  member  of  Carrollton  No.  1  April,  1855  ;  exempt  April,  1891. 
Appointed  to  Paid  Department  Dec.  31,  1891,  as  Driver  of  hose  carriage. 

Km, inf.  Company  No.  25. 

Engine  Company  No.  25  is  located  in  its  house  at  Leonidas,  corner 
of  Burth  Street.  The  engine  is  a  double  Silsby  Rotary  Pump  engine, 
and  the  members  of  the  company  are  : 

Captain  Geurue  Boks<  n,  born  in  New  Orleans  Dec.  23,  1857;  was 
foreman  for  Levee  contractor;  joined  Carrollton  No.  1  April  6,  1878; 
was  1st  Assistant  for  three  years  and  served  as  Delegate  to  7th  District 
F.  C.  A.  Served  with  this  company  until  its  disbandment  in  1891,  and 
on  Jan.  1,  1892,  was  appointed  to  the  Paid  Department  as  Captain  of  No. 
19  and  remained  in  command  of  that  company  until  transferred,  1894,  to 
No.  25. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  Modk  a,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  March  17, 
1857,  became  a  member  of  Independent  No.  2  April  12,  1873;  elected 
2nd  Assistant  Foreman  for  two  years  ;  served  on  Finance  and  all  Parade 
committees  ;  received  prize  medal  for  the  best  record  as  an  active  fireman 
during  the  year  1884,  having  made  every  fire,  31  in  all  ;  continued  act- 
ive service  after  he  had  earned  exemption.  Was  appointed  Pipeman  of 
No.  25  Jan.  1,  1892  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  of  the  same  Feb.  1. 

Engineer  Charles  Maukr  also  was  born  in  this  city,  April  3,  1846, 
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and  became  a  machinist.  Was  a  charter  member  of  No.  i  of 
Carrollton  March  5,  1865,  serving  as  long  as  that  company  existed, 
26  years  ;  was  1st  Assistant  Foreman  for  1879,  and  Delegate  one 
year.    Appointed  to  Paid  Department  as  Engineer  of  No.  25,  Aug.  n, 

1893 

Stoker  John  Gebhardt  was  born  in  New  Orleans  Aug.  15,  1850; 
became  a  member  of  Star  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1  April  23,  1870,  serving  till 
Dec,  1891.  Appointed  Jan.  1,  1892,  Ladderman  of  Truck  7;  transferred 
same  year  to  Engine  25  as  Stoker. 

Driver  Frank  Friers,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  born 
Aug.  27,  1849,  became  a  member  of  Protector  No.  2  in  the  6th  District 
June  1,  1869;  was  active  fireman  4  years  ;  appointed  Assistant  Driver; 
elected  Driver  and  served  9  years  ;  then  served  three  years  as  active 
member  ;  Nov.  9,  1879,  was  elected  Driver  and  Engineer  of  Independent 
No.  2  of  the  7th  District,  which  company  he  joined  as  active  member 
Feb.  13,  1885.  Received  from  Protector  No.  2  a  silver  goblet  and  a 
portrait  as  tokens  of  esteem  ;  recalls  many  humorous  incidents  of  service 
in  the  6th  and  7th  Districts — especially  the  frequent  knock-outs  experi- 
enced by  the  firemen  from  the  clothes-lines  hanging  in  the  back-yards 
which  they  invaded  in  their  efforts  to  reach  the  fires.  Was  once  thrown 
from  his  driver's  seat  and  seriously  injured.  Appointed  Driver  of  No. 
25,  Jan.  1,  '92. 

John  U.  Jagot,  born  in  this  city  Nov.  24,  1860,  served  with  Home 
H.  &  L.  No.  1  of  the  6th  District,  from  Sept.  3,  1878,  and  with  Star  H. 
&  L.  No.  1  of  the  7th  District  from  March  9,  1885  (being  chairman  of 
Finance  Committee  of  the  latter),  until  he  was  appointed  to  the  Paid 
Department  as  Ladderman  of  Truck  7,  Jan.  1,  1892  ;  in  1893  he  was 
transferred  to  Engine  25  as  Pipeman.  He  assisted  at  the  rescue  of  a  family 
from  a  burning  building  on  Magazine,  between  Valence  and  Bordeaux 
Streets  in  1879,  an<^  was  injured  at  this  fire  by  running  a  nail  in  his  foot, 
which  confined  him  to  his  bed  for  two  months.  His  military  experience 
was  as  a  member  of  Co.  A.,  Louisiana  Guards. 

Joseph  Wilt,  born  in  New  Orleans  March  10,  1864,  was  appointed 
to  No.  25  Jan.  1,  1892.  He  had  been  a  member  of  Independent  No.  2, 
7th  District,  since  Feb.  13,  1885,  and  had  served  on  its  Investigating 
Committee.     He  was  formerly  a  broom-maker. 
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Hook,  ami  Laddkk  Company  No.  7. 

The  Truck  Company  that  wields  the  hooks  and  the  ladders  in  this 
District  is  No.  7,  which  is  located  on  Dublin  Street,  between  Hampson 
and  Maple.    The  members  of  this  company  are  as  follows  : 

Captain  Philip  Reidenauer,  born  in  New  Orleans  Feb.  9,  1853;  a 
member  of  Star  H.  &  L.  Co.  No.  1,  7th  Dist.  from  March  30,  1872  to 
the  disbandment  of  the  Volunteer  Departments  ;  appointed  Captain  of 
Truck  7  Jan.  1,  1892. 

Lieut.  Gi.iirge  WixnsTEiN,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born  Feb.  9, 
1855;  joined  Star  H.  &  L.  No.  1  April  7,  1879,  serving  five  years  as  an 
active  member  and  five  years  as  an  Exempt  member.  He  was  appointed 
Ladderman  of  Truck  7  Dec.  31,  1891  ;  promoted  to  Lieutenant  Feb.  1, 
1892. 

Driver  Frank  Muuicja,  born  in  this  city  Feb.  23,  1848  ;  active  mem- 
ber of  Star  H.  &  L.  No.  1  Dec.  3,  1864  till  Dec,  1-891;  2nd  Assistant,  1873  ; 
1st  Assistant,  1 874-75;  elected  Driver,  1 880  to  1S91 ;  and  appointed  to  same 
position  in  the  new  Truck  7,  Jan.  1,  1S92.  Aug.  5,  1S82,  drove  his  truck 
past  a  burning  house  the  heat  from  which  was  so  great  that  one  of  his 
horses  was  badly  burned,  and  himself  seriously  burned  by  the  explosion 
of  an  oil  tank  as  he  was  passing. 

Tillerman  Herman  JueNokuxo,  born  in  New  Orleans  May  21,  185 1. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  Star  H.  &  L.  No.  1  April  6,  1873  to  1 S9 1  ; 
Tillerman  from  1880;  appointed  to  same  position  in  Truck  7,  Jan.  1, 
1892. 

Daniel  E.  Zieoler  joined  Star  Truck  No.  1  June  16,  1864,  and 
served  five  years  as  an  active  fireman.  Appointed  to  Truck  7  Jan.  1, 
1892. 

Esmond  Rau  was  appointed  Ladderman  in  No.  7  in  1894,  having 
served  5  years  as  an  active  member  of  Star  H.  &  L.  No.  i,  which  he  joined 
March  4,  1871.  He  was  born  in  this  city  July  8,  1848,  and  was  formerly 
a  gardener. 

Frederick  B.  Ratiiert,  born  in  New  Orleans  Aug.  31,  1852,  became 
an  active  member  of  Star  Truck  Nov.  11,  1871  ;  5  years  active  ;  2  years 
1st  Assistant  Foreman  ;  one  year  Delegate  ;  member  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee.   Was  formerly  a  carpenter. 
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Chemical  Company. 

Chemical  Engine  Co.  No  9  completes  the  defensive  force  of  the  Fifth 
Fire  District.  It  is  located  at  the  corner  of  Short  and  Pearl  Streets,  and 
the  members  of  the  company  are  : 

Captain  Charles  W.  Baetjer,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  born 
March  9,  1864  ;  joined  Independent  No.  2  April  14,  1883  ;  active  fireman 
one  year  ;  2nd  Assistant  one  year  ;  1st  Assistant  3  years  ;  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  Chemical  service  as  Tankman.  Was  appointed  Captain  of 
Chemical  Engine  No.  9  Dec.  31,  1891.  His  former  occupation  was  that 
of  a  saddler. 

Driver  Baptiste  Deibel  was  born  in  this  city  Dec.  5,  1852  ;  became 
a  member  of  Star  H.  &  L.  April  2,  1880  ;  and  Jan.  7,  1882,  was  made 
Driver  of  Chemical  Engine  ;  was  then  appointed  to  same  position  with 
No.  9,  Dec.  31,  1 89 1. 

George  Gumpert,  formerly  a  confectioner,  born  in  Germany  May 
9,  1853,  joined  Independent  No.  2  March  1,  1884,  and  served  7  years. 
Was  appointed  to  Chemical  No.  9  Nov.  20,  1894. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


MODERN  FIRE  APPARATUS  AND  MANUFACTURERS. 

First  American  Home-Maim-:  Aitakatcs — Intr< m>ucti< >n  ok  Steamers — 
Increased  Apparatus  Manueacture— American  Fire  Engine  Company 
and  the  Makers  Composing  It— Gleason  &  Ha i lev  Manufacturing 
Company — Lauder  Trucks — Chemical  Engines — The  Holloway  Appa- 
ratus— Harden  Hand  Grenades — Chemical  Engines — Water  Towers 
—  Fire  Boats— Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph— Hose  Manufac- 
ture— The  Hall  Nozzle — H< >se  Carriages— Swing  Harness— The  Loeb 
Respirator. 

jRIEF  mention  has  been  made  in  an  earlier  chapter  of  the  simple 
apparatus  available  for  the  extinguishment  of  fire  a  century 
ago.  A  full  inquiry  into  the  progress  of  fire  apparatus  is 
rather  a  matter  of  curious  interest  than  an  appropriate  feature 
of  this  volume.  But  the  more  recent  steps  taken  in  this  direction  by 
the  enterprising  American  manufacturers,  who  lead  the  world  in  this  field, 
are  too  vitally  connected  with  the  topic  of  this  work  not  to  receive  some 
attention. 

New  York,  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  in  the  order  named,  were  the 
first  American  cities  to  produce  home-made  apparatus,  as  they  did  dur- 
ing the  early  and  middle  portion  of  the  last  century.  Previous  to  the 
Revolutionary  war  the  foreign-made  apparatus  was  still  preferred  to  the 
domestic,  because  of  its  superior  workmanship  ;  but  the  stimulus  to 
both  enterprise  and  patriotism  that  came  with  the  new  national  life  at 
the  close  of  that  struggle  soon  gave  the  American  makers  the  home  mar- 
ket, which  they  have  kept  ever  since  by  the  continuous  excellence  and 
novelty  of  their  successive  productions.  It  was  not  until  about  1820, 
however,  that  significant  improvements  were  made  ;  but  at  that  time  a 
new  era  was  introduced  in  fire  fighting  by  the  manufacture  of  the  first 
successful  suction  engine,  by  Sellers  &  Pennock,  of  Philadelphia.  The 
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old  engines  already  in  use  were  likewise  furnished  with  suctions,  and  the 
increased  efficiency  that  resulted  from  this  means  of  utilizing  water 
wherever  found  caused  a  revolution  in  the  demand  for  apparatus. 

The  introduction  of  steam  fire  engines  was  curiously  delayed  all 
over  the  world  by  public  apathy  and  jealous  opposition  from  firemen. 
Ericsson,  afterwards  the  inventor  of  the  "Monitor"  iron  clad,  built  a 
steamer  in  London  in  1830,  but  could  not  get  it  adopted  either  there  or 
in  New  York.  The  first  American  steamer,  built  by  Paul  R.  Hodge  for 
the  Matteawan  Insurance  Company,  of  New  York,  was  run  out  of  ser- 
vice by  the  firemen,  rather  because  of  its  excellent  performance  than  in 
spite  of  it.  But  in  1852,  Latta  &  Shawk,  of  Cincinnati,  built  a  crude 
steam  fire  engine  which  did  such  excellent  work  that  the  authorities  of 
that  city  ordered  a  more  finished  specimen  from  these  makers  and 
organized  a  paid  company  to  run  it.  After  several  changes  the  business 
thus  begun  by  Latta  &  Shawk  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Ahrens 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  when  that  concern  was  merged  into  the 
American  Fire  Engine  Company,  three  famous  names  had  become  iden- 
tified with  the  pioneer  establishment  in  the  most  important  line  of  fire 
apparatus  manufacture. 

Like  the  suction  engine  in  1820,  so  the  steam  engine  in  1852  devel- 
oped anew  the  demand  for  fire  apparatus  so  improved  and  so  unprece- 
dentedly  effective.  The  manufacture  of  steam  fire  engines  soon  occupied 
all  the  existing  makers  and  started  up  many  more,  the  great  machine 
shops  and  locomotive  works  turning  their  attention  to  so  profitable  and 
easily  marketed  a  product.  Naturally,  after  a  time,  the  business  was 
concentrated  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large  concerns,  which  had  practically 
controlled  the  business  by  the  superiority  of  their  engines.  Hunneman 
&  Co.,  of  Boston,  who  began  the  manufacture  of  hand  engines  in  1792, 
were  forced  by  the  progress  of  events  into  the  manufacture  of  steamers, 
and  after  continuing  for  almost  a  century  under  the  original  name,  the 
same  concern,  in  other  hands,  still  exists.  Other  manufacturers  who 
originally  made  hand  engines  and  then  made  steamers  were  Button  & 
Co.,  Boston,  1834;  and  William  Jeffers,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  184S.  Button 
hand  engines  are  still  used  by  country  departments,  though  the  princi- 
pal business  in  hand  engines  is  that  of  the  Gleason  &  Bailey  Manufactur- 
ing Company. 
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The  competition  in  apparatus  making  not  only  eliminated  many 
makers  but  finally  brought  about  an  extensive  combination  of  several 
well-established  concerns  under  the  management  of  The  American  Fire 
Engine  Company,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  The 
Button  Fire  Engine  Works  of  Waterford,  N.  Y.;  the  Ahrens  Mfg.  Co., 
of  Cincinnati;  Clapp  &  Jones,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.  ;  the  Silsby  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  of  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  ,  are  among  those  represented  in 
The  American  Fire  Engine  Company.  Thoroughly  equipped  for  turning 
out  the  highest  grade  of  fire  apparatus,  and  enjoying  the  combined  repu- 
tations of  concerns  that  have  flourished  in  this  country  since  the  manu- 
facture of  apparatus  first  began  here,  this  company  commands  a  large 
market,  which  include,  besides  others,  the  "  American  "  steam  fire  engine. 

Ahrens,  La  France,  Amoskeag,  Silsby,  etc.,  are  among  the  types  of 
steam  fire  engines  to  be  found  in  the  principal  departments  of  the  country. 
The  purchases  of  Ahrens  engines  for  the  New  Orleans  Department, 
from  1879  to  I&&5<  ar*d  still  in  service,  number  fifteen,  and  include  those 
bought  for  Protector  No.  2  ;  Young  America  No.  3  ;  Jackson  No.  18  ; 
Louisiana  No.  10;  Eagle  No.  7;  Columbia  No.  5  ;  Orleans  No.  21  ; 
Creole  No.  9  ;  Perseverance  No.  13;  Vigilant  No.  3;  Volunteer  No. 
1;  Philadelphia  No.  14;  Chalmette  No.  23;  Louisiana  Hose;  and 
Mechanics  No.  6 — mentioned  in  the  order  of  purchase.  These  engines 
were  specially  constructed  for  duty  in  New  Orleans,  with  reference  to 
their  service  in  its  streets,  and  intended  to  wear  well  under  severe  usage, 
as  they  certainly  have  done. 

Prominent  among  the  concerns  that  manufacture  a  large  variety  of 
apparatus  is  the  Gleason  &  Bailey  Manufacturing  Company,  with  shops  at 
Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  offices  at  181-189  Mercer  Street,  New  York 
City.  Among  their  leading  specialties  are  hook  and  ladder  trucks, 
aerial  trucks,  parade  and  service  hose  carriages,  patrol  wagons,  the 
"Bridgeport"  portable  fire  extinguisher,  the  "Empire"  jumping  net, 
etc.  The  name  of  this  firm  is  associated  with  the  best  quality  of  appa- 
ratus, and  a  fire  department  can  obtain  from  them  nearly  every  known 
kind  of  fire  apparatus. 

Ladder  trucks  were  introduced  into  fire  service  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century,  originally  as  a  mere  substitute  for  the  carriage  by 
hand  of  ordinary  ladders  for  scaling  purposes.    Except  to  lengthen  and 
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strengthen  the  ladders,  and  to  perfect  the  working-  parts  of  the  trucks, 
little  was  done  in  the  way  of  improvement  until  the  general  wave  of  prog- 
ress that  came  with  the  steam  engine  prompted  inventors  to  apply  their 
minds  to  the  development  of  ladders.  Since  then  great  strides  have  been 
made.  The  extension  ladder,  the  trussed  ladder,  and  the  aerial  truck 
have  in  turn  come  into  use,  and  enlarged  the  active  sphere  of  the  ever- 
ready  fireman.  Among  the  makers  of  ladders  and  trucks  are  the  Bangor 
Extension  Ladder  Company,  Gleason  &  Bailey,  the  Stewarts,  Charles  F. 
Holloway,  Seagrave  &  Co.,  P.  J.  Cooney,  while  the  Hayes,  Gleason  & 
Bailey,  Arrow,  and  Babcock  Aerial  Trucks  are  favorably  known  and 
generally  used.  In  this,  as  in  all  branches  of  apparatus  manufacture,  a 
combination  of  lightness  and  strength  has  been  successfully  sought. 

In  the  early  seventies  appeared  the  next  device  of  revolutionary 
proportions  and  characteristics — the  chemical  engine.  The  first  practi- 
cable machines  of  this  type  were  those  of  the  Babcock  Company,  of 
Chicago,  and  in  time  their  engines  were  followed  by  the  Holloway  of 
Baltimore,  the  Babcock  and  Champion,  the  Hutson,  and  the  Lindgren- 
Mahan  machines.  Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  great  efficiency 
of  these  engines,  especially  at  the  incipiency  of  a  fire.  The  usefulness  of 
this  adjunct  to  the  more  ponderous  apparatus  has  created  a  ready  wel- 
come and  an  increased  demand  for  the  improvements  made  by  manufac- 
turers. As  an  example  of  the  variety  of  chemical  apparatus  for  different 
purposes,  that  made  by  Charles  T.  Holloway  of  Baltimore  will  serve- 
The  little  fire  extinguisher  as  originally  made  for  carriage  on  a  man's 
back  is  still  in  useful  service  and  in  demand  for  private  establishments 
and  small  places.  These  are  made  under  the  Holloway  and  Graham 
patents.  For  city  use,  first  and  foremost  is  the  double  tank  chemical 
engine,  drawn  by  two  horses,  carrying  tanks  of  50,  60  and  85  gallons,  and 
fully  equipped  with  hose,  ladders,  axes,  etc.  An  80-gallon  single  tank 
engine  is  also  made  for  two  horses.  Lighter  double  and  single  tank 
engines  are  made  for  towns  and  villages,  and  may  be  drawn  either  by 
horse  or  by  hand.  These  are  supplemented  by  a  variety  of  engines  of 
varying  capacity,  mounted  on  wheels  for  hand  service.  The  facility  with 
which  chemical  extinguishers  can  be  attached  to  ordinary  apparatus  has 
induced  this  maker  to  go  into  the  manufacture  of  hose  wagons,  ladder- 
trucks,  etc.,  all  fitted  with  chemical  appliances — as  well  as  a  great  variety 
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of  small  and  useful  implements,  including  the  hand  grenade,  an  applica- 
tion of  the  chemical  principle  of  fire  extinguishment  which  has  been 
found  of  great  value,  especially  in  private  hands.  A  pioneer  maker 
of  devices  of  this  nature  was  the  Harden  Hand  Grenade  Company,  of 
Chicago,  which  numbers  many  of  the  leading  manufacturing  firms  of  the 
country  among  its  customers,  who  are  by  it  enabled  to  extinguish  their 
own  fires  without  calling  on  their  local  fire  departments  for  this  service. 
Fifteen  years  ago  they  began  the  manufacture  of  hand  grenades,  and 
found  by  experience  what  were  the  essential  qualities  of  a  perfect  article, 
namely,  a  fire-quenching  solution  that  would  not  freeze,  and  glass  bottles 
thin  enough  to  break  when  thrown  into  the  fire.  This  company  makes 
also  three  and  five  gallon  extinguishers  from  which  the  same  fluid  is 
pumped  into  the  fire  with  instant  results. 

With  the  invention  of  the  water  tower  the  larger  machinery  of  fire 
extinguishment  seems  to  have  reached  its  climax — at  least  until  another 
revolution,  of  which  science  does  not  dream  to-day,  opens  a  new  vista  to 
the  engineering  world.  The  original  idea  of  the  inventor,  John  Logan, 
a  Baltimore  machinist,  was  of  a  portable  stand-pipe.  Effect  and  form 
were  given  to  this  idea  by  Logan's  employer,  Abner  Greenleaf,  and  the 
Greenleaf  Water  Tower  was  the  result.  The  new  apparatus  was  adopted 
in  New  York  in  1880,  where,  as  a  distinctly  new  idea  in  fire  extinguish- 
ment, it  was  highly  commended.  The  pipe  of  this  first  tower  was  built 
in  sections.  In  the  early  eighties  Ashworth  &  Petrie  of  Chicago  intro- 
duced the  telescopic  idea  of  extension,  which  was  perfected  in  1888,  when 
the  famous  Kansas  City  chief  invented  the  Hale  Water  Tower,  adding 
the  chemical  engine  for  power  in  elevating  the  tower  for  work.  This 
improvement,  manufactured  by  the  Kansas  City  Fire  Department  Supply 
Company,  replaced  the  Greenleaf  tower.  More  recent  improvements  in 
water  towers  are  the  Davol,  with  a  curved  nozzle,  and  flexible  pipe  ;  and 
the  Champion,  made  by  the  Fire  Extinguisher  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  perfected  in  1893,  in  working  which  the  men  stand  on  the 
ground.  By  adding  to  the  intrinsic  merits  of  this  machine  all  the  good 
points  of  the  Hale  patents,  which  the  manufacturers  have  recently  pur- 
chased, the  owners  of  the  Champion  Tower  have  the  call  on  that  line  of 
business  at  present. 

Fire    boats,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  land  forces,  came  into  regular 
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operation  first  in  1872,  in  Boston.  New  York  had  her  first  fire-boat,  the 
"  Havemeyer,"  in  1875,  and  Brooklyn,  a  few  years  later,  built  the  first  one 
of  great  power,  the  "  Seth  Low."  The  enormous  throwing  power  which 
these  boats  can  have,  by  reason  of  their  traveling  by  water,  and  thus 
easily  carrying  heavy  machinery,  introduces  for  all  water-front  fires  a 
really  new  element  in  successful  fire-fighting — a  stream  that  can  pene- 
trate a  brick  wall  being  a  pretty  effective  feature  in  the  extinguishment 
of  even  a  very  hot  fire.  An  extension  of  usefulness  for  the  fire-boat  is 
found  at  fires  even  well  in  from  shore,  when  water  is  short,  in  getting 
through  the  fire-boat  pipes  a  supply  of  water  from  the  inexhaustible 
waters  of  river  or  bay. 

Already  the  busy  mind  of  the  inventor  has  been  at  work  on  the  next 
step  in  advance — though  the  step  is  yet  to  be  successfully  taken — the 
electric  engine.  Experimental  machines  of  this  kind  have  been  built, 
and  as  electricity  is  looked  forward  to  as  the  coming  power,  it  is  probable 
that  it  will  appear  in  the  domain  of  fire  apparatus  as  well  as  in  other 
fields. 

The  most  notable  use  of  electricity  thus  far  in  fire  service  is  the 
Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  invented  more  than  a  generation  ago  and  intro- 
duced in  i860  into  New  Orleans,  which  was  the  fourth  city  in  the  Union 
to  adopt  this  revolutionary  accessory  to  the  fire  equipment.  Its  nature 
and  value  are  too  well  understood  to  require  description.  Unnumbered 
millions  stand  to  the  credit  of  this  device,  which  not  only  notifies  the 
department  of  a  fire  half  an  hour  earlier  than  the  old  bell  alarms,  but 
brings  the  engines  to  the  spot  at  a  time  when  minutes  are  worth  more 
than  hours  will  be  later.  The  celebrated  Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  Tele- 
graph Company  was  not  only  the  pioneer  in  this  enterprise,  but  has  kept 
to  the  front  from  the  beginning.  The  system  in  use  in  New  Orleans  is 
that  known  as  the  central  office  system,  by  which  the  box  alarms,  re- 
ceived and  registered  at  the  central  office,  are  transferred  to  the  engine 
houses  and  general  offices  of  the  department.  Thirty  seconds  suffice 
to  get  the  alarm  from  the  boxes  to  the  engine  houses.  A  local  company 
has  been  formed  to  introduce  the  valuable  Gamewell  Auxiliary  Tele- 
graph, by  which  occupants  of  buildings  can  notify  the  department  of  a 
fire  without  leaving  the  building  to  go  to  a  street  box.  The  Gamewells 
have  at  present  over  six  hundred  plants  in  active  operation  in  the  cities  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada. 
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Ever  since  the  invention  of  power  engines  for  throwing  water,  the 
hose  was  made  of  leather,  until  within  the  past  generation.  From  the 
leather  hose  reinforced  with  some  durable  material  to  the  fabric-ancl-rub- 
ber  hose  of  to-day,  was  an  important  step.  Man)'  contrivances  and  in- 
numerable processes,  mechanical  and  chemical,  are  employed  to  give  this 
hose  the  necessary  strength  to  stand  pressure,  suppleness  to  facilitate 
handling,  toughness  to  resist  abrasion,  and  durability  to  withstand  the 
ravages  of  time.  The  quick  minds  of  inventors  have  had,  and  still  have, 
plenty  to  do  in  providing  ingenious  couplings  to  connect  hose  with  other 
hose  or  with  the  water  supply,  to  shut  off  the  water  or  to  divide  one 
stream  into  several,  or  unite  several  in  one;  and  with  suctions  to  take 
and  nozzles  to  deliver  water  in  the  most  effective  way.  A  useful  device 
in  this  general  line  is  the  automatic  hose  relief  valve  made  by  Alvarado 
Mayer  of  Detroit,  by  means  of  which,  when  attached  to  an  engine  the 
pressure  of  water  in  the  hose  is  regulated  and  limited.  It  has  a  range 
of  between  60  and  300  pounds  pressure. 

The  pioneer  in  the  rubber  manufacturing  industry  in  this  country 
was  the  Boston  Belting  Co.,  established  in  1828  as  the  Roxbury  Rubber 
Co.,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  becoming  in  1844  the  Goodyear  Mfg.  Co.,  and  in 
1845  taking  the  present  title.  The  process  of  vulcanizing  rubber  was 
discovered  by  Charles  Goodyear,  in  a  building  now  occupied  as  a  portion  of 
this  company's  works.  The  process  of  lining  cotton  fabric  hose  with  rub- 
ber was  the  discovery  of  Mr.  James  Bennett  Forsyth,  the  general  manager 
of  the  company,  who  has  been  connected  with  it  more  than  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury. The  company  manufactures  the  "  Phoenix,"  "  Excelsior,"  and  "  Im- 
perial "  rubber  fire  hose,  using  in  each  the  best  quality  of  Para  rubber, 
and  specially  manufactured  long  fibre  cotton  duck  ;  cotton  fabric  hose  for 
all  purposes  ;  hose  for  chemical  engines,  rubber  valves,  suction  hose  for 
steamers,  etc.  A  well  drilled  fire  company  for  the  protection  of  the  com- 
pany's works  gives  evidence  that  the  managers  "  practice  what  they 
preach." 

The  Revere  Rubber  Co.,  also  of  Boston,  are  extensive  makers  of 
fire  hose,  and  have  successfully  demonstrated  by  costly  experiments  that 
cotton  hose,  as  well  as  rubber  hose,  can  be  furnished  with  seamless 
linings.  The  high  quality  of  rubber  and  other  materials  used  by  this 
company  explains  not  only  its  success  in  accomplishing  difficult  results, 
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but  also  the  popularity  and  durability  of  its  products.  Only  fine  Para 
rubber  and  Sea  Island  cotton  duck  are  used,  and  the  intricate  treatment 
of  rubber  and  delicate  manufacture  of  hose  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of 
the  most  approved  machinery. 

For  the  "Maltese  Cross"  and  "  Baker  Fabric"  fire  hose,  the  Fire 
Departments  of  the  country  go  to  the  Gutta  Percha  &  Rubber  Mfg.  Co., 
in  New  York,  who  are  sole  makers  of  these  popular  brands — how  popular, 
ma)-  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  there  are  over  6,000,000  ft.  of  this  hose 
in  use  in  the  United  States.  The  New  York  Belting  &  Packing  Company 
are  manufacturers  of  standard  brands  of  fire  hose,  among  which  are  the 
"  Test  "  carbolized  rubber  hose,  and  the  "  Leatherite  "  cotton  hose,  made 
in  three  grades  by  a  patented  process  and  proof  against  mildew  and  rot, 
famous  enemies  of  fire  hose  of  ordinary  make. 

The  original  and  oldest  manufacturers  of  rubber-lined  cotton  hose 
for  all  purposes  in  the  world  are  the  Eureka  Fire  Hose  Co.,  of  No.  13 
Barclay  St.,  New  York.  They  claim  to  have  in  actual  fire  service  more 
hose  than  all  others  combined,  their  goods  being  supplied  to  the  fire  de- 
partments of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  They  make  cotton  hose 
of  all  grades,  linen  hose  both  plain  and  rubber-lined  and  carbolized  rubber 
hose.  Their  specialties  are  the  "  Eureka,"  "  Paragon  "  and  "  Red  Cross" 
brands,  and  the  record  of  these  brands  for  durability  is  unequaled. 

A  most  interesting  field  of  invention  has  been  in  the  line  of  hose 
nozzles,  all  improvements  being  directed  towards  the  easy  delivery  of 
water,  the  avoidance  of  "back-pressure,"  and  the  proper  speed  of  the 
stream.  Numerous  water-spreading  nozzles  have  been  invented,  among 
the  most  meritorious  being  that  of  Chief  Bonner  of  the  New  York  Dept. 

The  most  recent,  useful  and  scientifically  extraordinary  contribution 
in  this  line  is  the  "  ball  nozzle,"  with  which  the  enterprising  American 
Ball  Nozzle  Company  of  New  York  is  now  astonishing  the  country — 
learned  scientists  and  the  lay  public,  as  well  as  professional  firemen. 
The  water,  at  its  exit  from  an  opening  at  the  bottom  of  the  cup-shaped 
mouth  of  the  nozzle,  is  converted  by  a  ball  (usually  but  not  necessarily 
held  in  place  by  a  metal  strap)  from  a  simple  stream  into  a  cone-shaped 
deluge,  which  spreads  in  all  directions  and  instantly  reaches  every  part  of 
a  burning  room,  hallway  or  cellar.  The  scientific  principle  of  this  dis- 
covery need  not  be  discussed  here.     It  is  enough  to  know  that  in  the 
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opinion  of  experts  the  device  revolutionizes  the  use  of  water  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  fire,  and  its  adoption  by  the  great  fire  departments  of  the 
country  is  assured  and  has  already  begun.  Insurance  men  as  well  as 
firemen  have  examined  and  approved  of  this  remarkable  invention- 
With  such  a  cone  of  water  before  him,  the  fireman  can  advance  boldly 
through  a  burning  hallway,  forcing  both  fire  and  smoke  away  from  him  as 
he  proceeds.  A  distinguishing,  though  mysterious,  characteristic  of  the 
ball-nozzle  is  the  entire  absence  of  "  back-pressure,"  so  that  a  single  man 
can  easily  manage  a  heavy  stream  under  tremendous  pressure.  The  de- 
vice has  been  applied  to  a  variety  of  useful  and  ornamental  purposes, 
such  as  lawn  sprinklers,  fountains,  and  the  like — while  a  series  of  small 
stand  pipes,  equipped  with  the  ball  nozzle  and  set  at  intervals  in  a  lumber 
or  cotton  yard,  can  be  made  to  deluge  the  entire  area  with  an  all-covering 
shower  of  water. 

For  man)-  years  the  hose  was  carried  on  the  engine  that  was  to  util- 
ize it.  The  separate  hose-carriage,  with  a  reel,  was  first  used  in  New 
York  City  ;  but  modern  engines  are  accompanied  by  hose  wagons,  in 
which  the  reel  is  discarded  and  the  hose  lies  folded  flat  in  the  box,  and  it 
is  claimed  that  a  more  rapid  deliver)-  of  hose  is  made  from  such  a  disposi- 
tion than  was  possible  from  the  reel.  An  incidental  advantage  is  that 
the  hose  wagon,  emptied  of  hose,  can  be  used  for  carrying  other  supplies. 

The  ingenuity  of  inventors  has  had  great  scope  in  devising  useful 
and  rapid-working  devices  for  the  various  lines  of  fire  department  equip- 
ment. Notable  among  these  is  the  automatic  swing-harness,  by  which  in 
an  instant  naked  horses  are  accoutered  and  hitched  to  the  engines,  and 
are  ready  to  start  for  the  fire  as  soon  as  the  alarm  has  sounded.  It  is 
difficult  to  fix  the  credit  for  the  original  invention,  which  seems  by  the 
testimony  almost  to  have  been  made  "variously  and  sundry-where." 
The  earliest  claim  seems  to  be  that  made  for  Dr.  B.  F.  Whitney,  of  Lou- 
donville,  O.,  where  such  a  harness  was  used  in  1843.  Among  the  har- 
nesses in  use  are  the  Sullivan,  formerly  made  by  the  Worswick  Mfg.  Co., 
and  Isaac  Kidd  ;  that  of  Charles  E.  Berry,  made  in  1880;  and  that 
invented  in  1885  by  the  universally  ingenious  Chief  of  the  Kansas  City 
Fire  Department,  George  C.  Hale. 

The  safety  of  the  fireman  when  surrounded  by  smoke  and  noisome 
vapors  has  been  provided  for  in  the  admirable  "  Respirator  "  invented  and 
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manufactured  by  the  Loeb  Respirator  Co.,  of  New  York  and  Berlin. 
This  is  a  small  apparatus  which  is  worn  on  the  person,  and  air  for 
breathing  is  passed  through  it,  being  thus  filtered  for  both  mechanical 
and  chemical  impurities.  The  most  surprising  tests  of  the  Loeb  Respi- 
rator have  been  successfully  made,  the  wearer  breathing  comfortably  in 
an  atmosphere  laden  with  smoke  of  burning  coal  tar,  resin,  sulphur  and 
cayenne  pepper.  By  the  addition  of  a  smoke  helmet  and  goggles,  the 
wearer  can  remain  in  the  presence  of  a  fire  that  would  suffocate  to 
death  the  unprotected  fireman. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


REPRESENTATIVE  FIREMEN,  PAST  AND  PRESENT. 

Brief  Sketches  of  Promixfxt  Firemen — Isaac  N.  Marks — Thomas 
O'Giwmr — Cai-t.  Wasuixctox  Irvixi;  Hodi.sox — Charles  T.  How- 
ard— Leonard  M.  Fixley — Rkxk  H.  Brixet — Alfred  Moultox — 
Frederick  Schneider — Frederick  Fischer — Jujix  Quixx — Hi'bert 
Wax — Jonx  C.  MoLellax — Frank  Parrera — Samuel  Vosrcrgh — Dr. 
Joseph  T.  DeGraxi ;e — Henry  L.  Fraxtz — Jacob  Schoex. 


COMPLETE  list  of  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  whose  service  in 
the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  lent  dignity  to  that  organiza- 
tion and  to  the  firemen's  calling  would  show  a  surprising  array 


of  names  of  men  who  in  other  departments  of  civic  activity  were  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  city's  interests,  commercial,  official  and  social. 
In  the  following  pages  it  is  possible  to  record  the  services  not  of  all,  but 
of  a  few  who  may  fairly  be  taken  as  types  of  the  grand  army  of  self- 
sacrificing  defenders  of  the  lives  and  homes  of  their  fellow-citizens. 

Isaac  N.  Marks, 
President  of  F.  C.  A.  1855  to  1891. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  guiding  spirit  of  the  Firemen's 
Charitable  Association  throughout  the  most  significant  crisis  of  its  history 
and  the  period  of  its  greatest  usefulness  was  its  President,  Isaac  N. 
Marks.  Retiring  as  he  did  from  activity  when  the  Association  retired 
from  control  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  happily  still  spared  to  pass 
among  his  fellow-citizens  the  quiet  clays  of  an  honored  old  age,  he  re- 
mains, so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  one  individual,  the  personal  exponent 
of  the  glories  and  services  of  the  organization  whose  affairs  he  guided  so 
long  and  so  well.  The  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  was  not,  it  is 
true,  a  close  corporation,  managed  by  an  oligarchy,  even  of  its  best  men 
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— it  was  most  truly  a  democracy,  governed  by  the  general  voice  of  its 
delegates  and,  through  them,  of  its  members.  And  it  had  the  virtue 
pertaining  to  the  best  sort  of  democracy,  in  that  it  was  a  reasoning  body, 
and  it  sought  and  in  the  main  followed  the  best  advice.  When,  therefore, 
a  large  share  of  its  direction  is  ascribed  to  one  personality,  it  follows  that 
from  that  person  was  wont  to  come  the  most  obviously  wise  counsel. 
Indeed,  had  the  advice  given  by  President  Marks  been  more  steadily 
followed  than  it  was,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  Association  would 
have  administered  the  Fire  Department  considerably  longer  than  it  did. 

Let  anyone  read  the  pages  of  this  volume,  mark  the  mistakes  of  the 
Association,  observe  the  sources  of  such  weaknesses  as  it  developed,  and 
he  will  almost  surely  find  in  the  printed  words  of  President  Marks  a  di- 
rect warning  against  those  particular  dangers,  and  a  far-seeing  prophecy 
that  in  those  and  in  those  alone  lay  the  chance  of  ultimate  discomfiture. 
Not  only  was  Mr.  Marks,  as  President  of  the  Association,  strongly  in- 
fluential in  its  general  councils,  but  as  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Com- 
missioners, he  practically  directed  also  the  technical  administration  of  the 
fire  contracts,  in  consultation  with  the  Chief  Engineer.  No  interest  of 
the  Association  but  gained  from  the  vigor  of  his  mind  and  his  intelligent 
direction — from  its  contact  with  the  public,  as  its  defender,  its  favorite,  or 
an  organization  contending  for  its  rights  ;  to  the  details  of  its  interior  ad- 
ministration as  a  fire  department  and  as  a  benevolent  association,  caring 
for  friends,  for  their  widows  and  orphans,  redeeming  thousands  from  pov- 
erty and  possible  pauperism,  and  equipping  the  city  with  some  of  its 
most  desirable  cemeteries  and  public  institutions.  Yet,  closely  as  he  was 
identified  with  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association,  Mr.  Marks  was  a 
man  of  such  note  in  the  commercial  and  political  life  of  the  city  that  his 
career  in  those  fields  alone  would  have  made  his  life  in  New  Orleans 
memorable. 

Isaac  N.  Marks  was  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  May  5,  181 7,  the 
oldest  of  a  family  of  eight  boys.  In  1836,  when  he  was  just  merging 
into  manhood,  he  came  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  stepped  soon  into  the 
responsibilities  of  an  active  business  life,  becoming  after  a  few  years  of 
clerkship  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  prominent  firm  of  E.  J. 
Hart  &  Co.  It  may  appropriately  be  said  here  that,  prospering  in  his 
private  business,  he  was  able  to  assume  the  long  line  of  public  service  to 
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which  he  devoted  himself,  without  an)'  compensation  whatever,  except  the 
satisfaction  that  conies  to  a  useful  man  who  is  honored  for  his  usefulness. 
Early  in  his  career  in  this  city  he  served  two  terms  as  Alderman  in  the 
Council  of  the  2nd  Municipality,  a  capacity  in  which  he  was  the  projec- 
tor of  many  reforms,  particularly  in  the  line  of  public  education.  To- 
gether with  Cuthbert  H.  Slocomb,  a  prominent  merchant  and  a  member 
of  American  H.  &  L.  Xo.  2,  he  organized  the  first  and  only  State  Fair 
Association,  and  after  the  war  became  its  president.  His  business  inter- 
ests and  opportunities  led  to  his  assuming  the  presidency  of  the  New 
Orleans,  Florida  &  Havana  Steamship  Co.  He  was  long  a  director  in  the 
Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Co.,  was  president  of  the  Mutual  Aid  &  Benevo- 
lent Life  Association,  and  when  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company  was 
organized  he  became  its  president.  He  was  president  of  the  New  Jerusa- 
lem Church  Society  while  he  worshipped  with  those  of  that  faith  ;  though 
for  many  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Episcopal  Church  in  this 
city. 

Mr.  Marks'  connection  with  the  Fire  Department  dates  from  April 
30,  1S43,  when  he  joined  Perseverance  No.  13,  as  an  active  member.  In 
a  short  time  he  became  president  of  the  company,  and  became  Exempt 
April  13,  1849,  ms  certificate  bearing  date  of  July  17  in  that  year.  His 
first  year's  presidency  of  the  F  iremen's  Charitable  Association  began  in  De- 
cember, 1850;  and  as  already  narrated  he  was  recalled  to  the  presidency  in 
1855,  not  again  to  lay  down  this  work — though  he  several  times  attempted 
to  do  so,  under  stress  of  physical  disability  for  its  exactions,  until  in  1891 
the  Association  was  relieved  of  the  Administration  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City. 

In  politics  Mr.  Marks  was  originally  an  Old  Line  Whig.  During 
the  leadership  of  that  party  by  Henry  Clay,  he  was  for  four  years  chair- 
man of  the  Central  State  Committee.  When  the  issues  were  defined 
that  resulted  in  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Marks  remained  loyal  to  the  South. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  that  passed  the  ordinance  of  Seces- 
sion, and  was  represented  in  the  Confederate  Army  by  two  sons,  one  of 
whom,  Henry  Clay  Marks,  was  killed  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  the  other,  the 
Rev.  Alexander  Marks,  became  an  Episcopal  clergyman  in  New  Or- 
leans. Of  late  the  growing  infirmities  of  age  have  led  Mr.  Marks  to 
relinquish  in  large  measure  the  activities  of  business  life,  although  he 
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still  retains  many  business  interests  and  attends  to  them.  In  his  semi- 
retiracy  he  has  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  looking  back  upon  a  life 
devoted  to  good  deeds,  to  humble  services  rendered  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  to  grand  accomplishments  in  the  stirring  field  of  public 
achievement.  Both  honor  and  affection  from  high  and  lowly  compose 
the  garland  that  crowns  the  head  of  this  devoted  and  successful  servant 
of  his  day  and  generation.  To  this  chaplet  of  honor  the  historian  of  the 
Firemen's  Charitable  Association  needs  must  add  his  portion,  offered 
with  deepest  sincerity. 

Thomas  O'Connor, 
Chief  Engineer  since  1 869. 

If  Isaac  N.  Marks  represents  to  the  generation  of  to-day  the  old 
Fire  Department  and  its  memories,  Chief  O'Connor  may  be  regarded  as 
the  connecting  link  between  the  past  and  the  present — fully  identified 
with  the  most  glorious  period  of  the  Volunteer  Fireman  and  at  the  same 
time  standing  as  the  representative  of  the  more  modern  type  of  fire- 
fighters. In  this  one  individualty  we  see  the  evolution  of  the  Volunteers 
into  the  Regular  Army  of  home  defenders  ;  in  this  Chief  Engineer  for 
more  than  a  quarter-century,  we  see  for  what  duties  and  responsibilities 
the  Volunteer  Fireman  was  fitted,  and  in  his  unquestioned  preeminence 
we  find  the  truest  criterion  for  judging  of  the  merits  of  the  school  in 
which  he  was  trained. 

In  a  volume  which  bears  Chief  O'Connor's  name  as  its  editor,  mod- 
eration of  statement  is  properly  enjoined  upon  one  who  writes  of  his 
career  and  services,  even  though  that  portion  be  contributed  by  the  hand 
of  another.  Yet  it  is  fairly  allowable  to  record  even  here  what  has  been 
said  of  him  by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  if  their  expressions  have  been  un- 
stinted they  may  be  quoted,  in  deference  to  the  judgment  of  those  who 
best  know  the  man. 

THOMAS  O'Connor  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  1839. 
His  father  was  Lawrence  O'Connor,  an  architect  and  builder  who  had 
practised  his  profession  in  his  native  Ireland,  in  Scotland  and  in  Enoland, 
before  coming  to  America  early  in  the  thirties,  settling  at  first  in  Phila- 
delphia. In  1837  he  removed  to  the  South,  first  to  Mobile  and  then  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  established  a  successful  business.    His  son, 
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Thomas,  was  early  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  pattern-make  r 
and  machinist,  and  subsequently  mastered  the  details  of  blacksmithing  in 
all  its  branches — a  training  that  was  most  useful  in  his  later  career  as  a 
Chief  Engineer,  with  its  exacting  requirements  of  a  familiarity  with  com- 
plicated mechanism.  Making  his  way  rapidly  into  responsible  positions 
he  became  the  superintendent  of  one  of  the  largest  foundries  in  the  city, 
and  in  1SS2  he  established  himself  at  No.  132  Julia  St.,  as  a  manufact- 
urer of  carriages  and  fire-apparatus,  in  a  business  which  three  years  later 
he  turned  over  to  his  boys,  and  which  is  still  in  successful  operation 
under  the  style  of  Thomas  O'Connor's  Sons. 

The  impulse  to  bear  a  part  in  the  exciting  work  of  the  firemen, 
common  to  high-spirited  and  generous  minded  youth  in  those  days,  was 
not  long  restrained  in  the  case  of  Thomas  O'Connor.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  joined  Hose  Company  No.  19,  an  organization  that  ran  inde- 
pendently of  the  regular  fire  department,  the  members  of  which  were  prin- 
cipally youngsters  of  about  his  own  age.  The  four  years  he  spent  in  the 
organization  was  a  useful  preparation  for  his  membership  in  a  full-grown 
fire  company,  which  dated  from  August,  1858,  when  he  joined  Columbia 
No.  5  as  an  active  member.  Notwithstanding  his  comparative  youth  at 
the  time,  he  soon  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  this  company,  and 
during  the  eleven  years  that  ensued  before  his  elevation  to  the  position 
of  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Department  he  was  called  to  nearly  every  office 
within  the  gift  of  his  company,  representing  it  in  the  Board  of  Delegates 
,as  well  as  directing  its  internal  affairs  and  its  public  service. 

His  first  election  as  Chief  Engineer  has  already  been  chronicled  in  its 
proper  place  in  the  foregoing  pages.  Chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
1868,  he  was  commissioned  by  the  Mayor  on  January  5,  1869,  and  since 
that  date  he  has  retained  the  position  through  successive  elections. 
There  were  of  course  other  candidates  for  the  position,  and  at  a  few  of 
the  annual  elections  the  choice  was  contested  ;  but  as  time  and  service 
strengthened  Chief  O'Connor's  hold  on  the  post  for  which  his  fitness  was 
daily  becoming  more  obvious,  the  hope  of  replacing  him  gradually  disap- 
peared from  the  minds  of  other  candidates,  and  thereafter  he  was  re- 
turned to  his  position  practically  unopposed.  In  this  way  he  was  elected 
Chief  Engineer  every  year  up  to  1871,  and  thereafter,  in  conformity  with 
the  amended  ordinances,  every  five  years,  being  thus  elected  seven  sepa- 
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rate  times,  and  serving  as  Chief  of  the  old  department  for  twenty-two 
consecutive  years.  He  was  so  clearly  the  man  for  the  position  that, 
when  in  1891  the  ordinance  was  found  establishing  the  present  Paid  De- 
partment, he  was  named  in  the  ordinance  as  Chief  Engineer. 

So  closely  identified  was  the  Chief  with  the  Department  he  com- 
manded, that  in  chronicling  the  history  of  the  Department  his  own 
record  has  already  been  practically  set  forth.  Of  the  signal  changes  in 
the  methods  in  fire-fighting,  the  introduction  of  steam  engines  antedated 
the  mature  activity  of  Chief  O'Connor;  but  the  introduction  of  chemical 
engines,  notwithstanding  the  friction  arising  from  the  dictatorial  inclina- 
tion of  the  insurance  men,  was  due  to  the  early  discernment  on  the  part 
of  the  Chief  of  their  great  utility.  Expert  in  mechanical  questions,  and 
carefully  informing  himself  of  the  progress  of  invention,  he  was  able  to 
keep  his  department,  in  spite  of  its  financial  limitations,  well  equipped 
with  the  latest  and  most  useful  devices.  His  strong  personality  and  his 
unremitting  efforts  resulted  in  a  very  considerable  improvement  in  the 
city's  supply  of  water  for  fire  purposes  ;  while  the  dangers  incident  to  the 
work  of  the  firemen  were  reduced  as  much  as  possible  by  Chief  O'Connor's 
incessant  warfare  on  closed  iron  shutters,  open  hatchways  and  unprotected 
electric  wires.  As  a  fireman  he  has  been  characterized  by  a  daring  free 
from  recklessness,  a  courage  that  enabled  him  to  lead  where  he  would 
have  his  men  follow,  and  a  quick  insight  into  the  conditions  of  a  fire, 
calculated  to  make  his  attack  upon  it  effective  from  the  start,  without 
loss  of  time  by  working  in  a  wrong  direction.  Calm  and  unexcitable, 
even  under  the  most  stirring  circumstances,  and  possessing  the  confi- 
dence of  his  men,  both  as  to  his  good  judgment  and  his  courage,  he  has 
uniformly  received  the  best  support  of  those  under  his  command.  Of 
his  personal  popularity  among  the  citizens  of  New  Orleans  it  is  surely 
not  necessary  to  say  a  word  here.  Known  to  all,  from  the  highest  in 
authority  to  the  gamins  of  the  street ;  known  everywhere,  from  the 
shores  of  the  Lake  to  the  remotest  cabin  in  Algiers  ;  the  welcome  he  re- 
ceives wherever  he  goes  leaves  little  room  to  doubt  that  in  the  home  of 
his  youth  and  the  scene  of  his  life  work,  Thomas  O'Connor  is  an  ex 
tremely  popular  man.  On  the  organization  and  growth  of  the  present 
department  under  his  direction  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  dwell  at  length 
here.    The  record  as  given  in  this  volume  speaks  for  itself.     Much  of 
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the  progress  has  certainly  been  dm;  to  his  careful  investigation  into 
modern  methods  and  appliances  and  his  introduction  of  them  as  rapidly 
as  the  facilities  at  his  command  permitted.  The  excellent  discipline 
instituted  and  maintained  by  him  has  been  the  theme  of  much  commen- 
datory comment  by  the  press  and  the  people.  A  useful  feature  of  his 
service  to  the  department,  begun  under  the  old  administration  and  con- 
tinued under  the  present,  has  been  the  tours  of  observation  made  by  him 
to  the  chief  cities  of  the  country,  which  have  kept  him  in  close  touch 
with  the  methods  and  measures  of  other  fire  departments.  On  these 
occasions  he  has  had  information  to  give,  as  well  as  to  acquire,  and  his 
accounts  of  the  unique  system  formerly  established  in  New  Orleans 
have  been  full  of  interest  to  his  brother  firemen  elsewhere.  fie  has  for 
many  years  been  an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Fire  Engineers,  in  whose  deliberations  he  has  been  a  constant 
participant  and  in  whose  organization  he  has  been  honored  with  the  pres- 
idency. His  return  from  the  annual  conventions  of  this  Association  has 
always  been  eagerly  looked  forward  to  by  his  associates  in  the  home  de- 
partment, and  both  his  formal  report  to  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  his 
comments  through  the  press  have  been  full  of  value  and  interest. 

His  first  extensive  tour  of  this  nature  was  made  in  the  winter  of 
1872,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  F.  C.  A. 
It  included  the  visitation,  for  professional  observation,  of  Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh,  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  Boston  and  Phil- 
adelphia. His  exhaustive  report  on  the  organization,  equipment,  water 
supply,  discipline,  and  other  features  of  the  fire  departments  of  these 
cities  conveyed  to  his  superiors  information  of  the  highest  value,  and  it 
was  printed  in  full  among  the  Annual  Reports  for  the  year. 

On  his  return  from  the  Convention  of  1S74,  in  November  of  that 
year,  a  public  reception  was  given  to  Chief  O'Connor,  at  which  addresses 
were  made  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  by  Judge  Robert  N.  Ogden,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Department  by  President  Marks.  Any  man  might  be 
proud  on  any  occasion  to  listen  to  the  flattering  words  in  which  these 
gentlemen  described  the  character  and  services  of  the  returned  Chief,  ex- 
pressive, as  Judge  Ogden  said,  "  of  the  love  and  esteem  in  which  a  grate- 
ful community  chooses  to  honor  one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens."  In  the 
course  of  his  response  to  this  oration  Chief  O'Connor  said  : 
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"  In  cities  of  the  West,  North  and  East,  I  found  alike  not  hospitality  merely, but  an  eager  emula- 
tion to  outdo  each  other  in  making  my  reception  and  entertainment  all  that  you  could  desire.  Every- 
where New  Orleans  firemen  are  know  n,  and  there  is  no  man  in  America  who  would  not  be  proud  to 
represent  them — to  stand  as  I  have  stood  in  a  parliament  of  Firemen  second  to  no  representative 
body  of  men  under  the  sun.  I  have  listened  to  eloquent  tributes  of  praise  to  firemen,  and  although  I 
was  proud  enough  before  of  my  position  as  your  Chief,  I  shall  be  more  proud  of  it  hereafter.  I  shall 
feel  my  station  as  a  horse  feels  his  oats,  and  like  the  horse,  I  shall  be  fitted  for  work  more  than  ever, 
and  grander  work  than  ever,  by  the  proud  scenes  through  which  I  have  passed,  and  the  high-toned 
greetings  I  everywhere  received  because  I  was  a  New  Orleans  Fireman.  In  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Chicago,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Cambridge,  and  other  cities,  I  have  found  splendid  Depart- 
ments, and  have  taken  notes  of  their  leading  merits,  for  I  do  not  intend  that  any  Fire  Department  in 
this  country  shall  surpass  our  own  either  as  to  efficiency  or  show.  " 

A  similar  tour  was  made  in  1875,  also  under  instructions  from  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  in  connection  with  the  Third  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  Fire  Chiefs  held  in  New  York  in  October  of  that  year.  From  this 
trip  Chief  O'Connor  brought  home  many  valuable  suggestions  as  to  im- 
provements adapted  to  the  situation  at  home,  discriminatingly  selected 
from  innumerable  devices,  his  report  on  the  subject  giving  evidence  of  the 
most  painstaking  industry.  The  improvements  he  suggested  are  all 
familiar  now,  for  gradually  they  were  all  adopted,  though  at  the  time  they 
were  novel.  During  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  the  Chief  made 
an  address,  explaining  to  the  members  in  full  detail  the  peculiar  system 
in  vogue  hereunder  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  The  address 
was  printed  in  full  both  in  the  Convention  Proceedings  and  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  the  F.  C.  A.  Chief  O'Connor's  report  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners concluded  as  follows: — 

"  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  without  grateful  emotions  that  I  turn  from  the  subject  matter  of  this  re- 
port to  the  interchange  of  congratulations  with  you  on  the  termination  of  my  duties  as  your  delegate 
to  the  National  Convention.  It  was  with  much  diffidence  I  entered  upon  the  difficult  and  responsible 
trust  reposed  in  me.  But  the  cordiality  with  which  I  was  greeted  by  all,  the  interest  manifested  by  our 
friends  from  other  cities  in  the  work  assigned  to  me,  and  the  consideration  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  convention  itself,  made  my  task  easy  and  agreeable.  I  return  to  you  your 
trust,  executed,  I  am  in  hopes,  to  your  satisfaction. 

"  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  dual  quality  of  our  institution  is  attracting  the  attention  of 
other  cities.  There  are  at  present  Fire  Departments  of  more  proficiency,  in  the  improved  facilities 
science  has  afforded,  than  ours,  but  none  presents  a  grander  union  of  elements  than  we  have  combined 
under  our  two  heads  of  charity  and  use.  There  is  no  doubt  the  great  cities  will  adopt  the  eleemosy- 
nary feature,  which  in  our  community  covers  with  its  multiplied  benefactions,  so  many  sufferers  from 
year  to  year.  Let  us  hope  so,  and  if  no  other  good  results  from  my  mission,  that  alone  will  be  ample 
recompense  to  us  for  all  that  we  have  expended  and  performed.  However  wanting  in  capacity.  I  have 
not  fallen  short  in  the  zeal  which  my  duties  required  ;  and  having  interchanged  with  our  sister  De- 
partments a  knowledge  of  the  superior  characteristics  belonging  to  us  respectively,  I  earnestly  hope 
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that,  on  our  side,  we  will  not  fail  to  profit  by  the  exchange.  So  far  as  that  shall  depend  upon  my- 
self, 1  await  your  commands,  confident  that  you  will  not  be  slow  to  initiate  all  proper  improvements 
and  reforms. 

"  Let  us,  gentlemen,  have  a  Fire  Department  unsurpassed  in  splendor  or  efficiency  by  any  in  the 
world.  With  a  people  like  ours  to  back  us,  what  excuse  shall  we  have  if  we  are  beaten  anywhere  ? 
It  wants  attention,  skill,  outlay  ;  and  all  these  will  be  secured  by  the  pride  we  feel  in  common  with 
all  our  citizens  in  the  work.  When  next  you  commission  your  Chief  to  attend  the  National  Congress, 
let  us  be  able  not  only  to  show  a  Department  unrivalled  by  the  other  cities,  but  one  that  may  even 
challenge  New  York  for  the  Champion's  laurel. 

"  In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  permit  me,  through  you,  to  tender  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  my  brother 
firemen  for  the  splendid  demonstration  with  which  I  was  greeted  home.  Let  them  be  assured  of  my 
appreciation  of  the  fact  that  while  the  testimonies  showered  upon  me.  of  consideration  abroad,  belong 
to  them,  this  was  wholly  mine,  and  is  deeply  felt  as  coming  from  them,  and  as  being  thus  personal  to 
myself.  While  words  are  vain  t<>  give  adequate  expression  to  what  1  feel,  I  may  hope  to  manifest  by 
multiplied  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  our  beloved  Department,  the  gratitude  that  inspires  me." 

Chief  O'Connor  wears  a  handsome  trold  baclcre  of  office.  It  consists 
of  a  shield  of  solid,  heavy  gold,  surmounted  by  a  skillfully  carved  eagle. 
In  the  center  of  the  shield  a  steam  fire  engine  is  engraved  in  a  medallion, 
framed  in  chased  scroll-work.  Above  this  in  blue  enamel  are  a  crossed 
hook  and  ladder,  and  fire-cap.  Below  these,  on  a  crescent  of  gold,  raised 
in  strong  relief,  the  inscription  "Chief  Engineer"  indicates  the  official 
position  of  the  wearer;  and  the  form  of  the  raised  panel,  followed  by  the 
word  "  Citv"  in  blue  enamel,  eives  the  local  significance  of  the  device — 
"  Crescent  City."  On  the  reverse  is  the  inscription,  "Presented  to 
Thomas  O'Connor,  Chief  Engineer,  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans, 
by  the  Metropolitan  Police,  as  a  testimonial  of  esteem  and  affection  for 
him  as  an  Officer  and  Gentleman,  July  30th,  1870."  A  guard  chain  of 
gold  about  seven  inches  in  length  connects  the  badge  with  a  pin,  in  the 
form  of  a  fire  trumpet.  The  history  of  this  badge  is  interesting.  When 
Chief  O'Connor  took  charge  of  the  fire  department  in  1869,  there  was  a 
Metropolitan  Police  Department,  organized  under  enactments  of  the 
Legislature.  At  that  time  great  enmity  existed  between  the  police  and 
the  firemen,  and  disturbances  at  fires  were  quite  frequent.  One  night  an 
alarm  was  sounded  from  the  Poydras  Market,  now  Box  123,  for  a  fire 
some  three  miles  distant.  This  was  done  through  ignorance  of  the  po- 
liceman on  the  beat,  who  had  not  received  proper  instructions.  On 
Chief  O'Connor's  arrival  at  the  point  from  which  the  alarm  was  sounded 
several  of  the  fire  companies  had  reached  the  spot  and  a  general  row 
was  about  to  ensue  on  account  of  the  firemen's  anger  at  what  they  sup- 
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posed  was  a  false  alarm  intentionally  sent  to  put  them  to  trouble.  It 
soon  became  evident  that  the  policemen  who  had  congregated  would  be 
worsted  by  the  firemen  if  the  Chief  did  not  interfere.  Sergeant  Lewis, 
who  afterwards  became  very  prominent  as  a  politician  and  has  since  held 
many  important  offices  under  the  city  government,  acting  in  concert  with 
the  Chief  succeeded  in  quelling  the  disturbance  and  the  engines  were 
sent  to  the  scene  of  the  fire.  This  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Chief 
impressed  the  firemen  with  his  intention  to  establish  harmony  and  good 
feeling  between  the  two  departments  to  such  an  extent  that  thereafter 
everything  worked  in  harmony.  In  the  year  1870,  when  Sergeant  Lewis 
was  promoted  by  the  Police  Board  to  the  position  of  Captain,  the  good 
feeling  established  on  that  occasion  still  continuing,  he  devised  the  means 
of  showing  his  appreciation  to  the  man  who  brought  the  two  departments 
together  in  some  substantial  way.  Hence  the  badge  was  gotten  up  and 
presented. 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  30th,  1870,  Chief  O'Connor  was  called 
upon  to  repair  to  the  headquarters  of  Superintendent  Badger,  of  the 
Police  Department.  Fearing  that  some  of  his  men  had  got  into  trouble, 
he  jumped  into  a  cab  that  was  in  waiting  and  proceeded  to  headquarters. 
Upon  his  arrival  he  inquired  from  the  porter  if  there  had  been  any  diffi- 
culty, and  by  him  was  ushered  into  the  Superintendent's  office,  where 
there  were  assembled  all  the  police  captains  and  members  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  Superintendent  Badger  welcomed  the 
Chief  and  proceeded  to  review  the  conduct  of  the  Fire  Department  to- 
wards that  of  the  police  and  his  personal  efforts  to  bring  about  a  friendly 
feeling  between  the  two  departments.  And  after  complimenting  the 
Chief  upon  the  success  he  had  achieved  in  this  direction,  he  presented  him 
with  this  badge  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Department.  Each  of  the  captains  and  Commissioners  complimented 
the  Chief  upon  the  good  work  he  had  performed,  and  the  health  of  the 
two  departments  was  drunk  in  bumpers  of  wine.  That  good  feeling 
has  from  that  time  on  continued  to  exist,  is  evidenced  by  the 
fire  department  and  police  department  working  in  unison  whenever 
emergencies  arise.  One  of  the  great  characteristics  of  Chief  O'Connor's 
career  as  a  fireman  was  to  inculcate  the  friendship  of  all  persons,  whether 
they  were  Republicans  or  Democrats,  while  in  the  discharge  of  duty  he 
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has  never  stopped  to  consider  any  man's  politics  or  religion  or  question 
whether  the  interest  at  stake  was  that  of  a  white  or  a  black  man,  but  en- 
deavored to  discharge  his  duty  without  regard  to  creed,  politics,  nationality, 
or  religion.     Hence  he  has  enjoyed  the  good  will  of  the  whole  community. 

Chief  O'Connor's  loyalty  to  the  Firemen's  Charitable;  Association 
was  unquestionable,  up  to  the  very  day  when  the  Association  relin- 
quished control  of  the  Fire  Department.  But,  like  many  unquestion- 
able things,  it  was  once  questioned  by  his  enemies  at  a  time  when  an  Asso- 
ciation (.-lection  was  pending,  and  the  report  was  spread  among  the  Com- 
panies that  O'Connor  was  favoring  the  replacement  of  the  Association 
by  a  paid  department.  To  silence  these  rumors  he  sent  out  the  follow- 
ing letter  : — 

New  Orleans,  Nov.  14th,  187 1. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Fire  Co.  Xo. — 

Gentlemen  : — Urged  by  a  consideration  that  requires  some  personal  explanation  in  regard  to 
my  connection  with  the  Fire  Department  of  New  Orleans,  and  acting  only  in  extenuation  of  my  per-" 
sonal  honor,  I  take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  your  notice  my  position  with  that  department,  of  which 
I  have  been  an  active  member  for  eighteen  years.  I  keenly  appreciate  how  difficult  an  undertaking 
I  assume  in  thus  combatting  with  those  who  have  heretofore  lacked  the  manliness  to  make  these 
accusations  against  me  in  such  a  manner  that  I  could  repel  them  with  the  contempt  and  conduct 
they  deserve.  In  every  organization,  whether  of  a  municipal  or  private  character,  there  are  always 
found  those  who,  either  in  the  advocacy  of  a  political  favorite  or  in  condemnation  of  an  opponent, 
are  ready  to  urge  claims  and  the  bitterest  conviction.  Successfully  I  have  defeated  calumniators 
for  three  years,  and  have  no  appeal  to  make,  none  other  than  my  conduct  as  an  official,  and  such 
merit  as  the  discharge  of  my  duties  has  entitled  me  to.  I  am  for  many  reasons  now  forced  to  con- 
tradict without  reserve,  and  with  every  emphasis,  the  slanderers'  charge  that  I  am  in  favor  of,  or 
ever  advocated  a  paid  Fire  Department.  This  statement  is  due  to  the  many  friends  whose  confi- 
dence I  have  always  enjoyed,  and  to  continue  in  such  enjoyment  is  my  highest  ambition.  None 
know  better  than  my  enemies  the  truth  of  this  statement;  none  know  better  than  they  the  fact  that 
I  have  struggled  for  the  intcgritv  and  maintenance  of  the  present  dear  and  cherished  Association. 
If  I  had  been  assailed  openly.  I  could  have  at  least  used  my  ability  to  defend  myself  ;  but  secret 
actions  of  hostility  can  only  call  forth  a  denial  until  my  detractors  are  willing  to  own  themselves. 
I  claim  nothing  that  my  personal  services  in  the  past  do  not  warrant.  I  ask  no  favors  that  are  not 
due  me.  And,  above  all,  1  ask  no  commendation,  beyond  the  united  approval  of  my  brother  firemen 
— that  is  worth  more  to  me  than  the  office  of  Chief  Engineer. 

Respectfully,  your  obt.  Servant, 

Thomas  <  >'(."<  inn>  >r. 

Chief  Engineer,  N.  O.  F.  D. 

More  than  once  has  Chief  O'Connor  been  sought  for  elective  official 
station,  as  a  compliment  both  to  the  man  and  to  the  political  availability 
of  a  candidate  so  popular  with  the  people.     He  did  accept  an  election  to 
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the  Legislature,  as  has  been  narrated,  at  a  time  when  there  was  special 
service  to  be  rendered  to  Fire  Department  interests  ;  but  his  customary 
attitude  has  been  that  expressed  in  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  a 
nominating  committee  : 

New  Orleans,  Oct.  20,  1876. 

Gen.  L.  Sewell,  President  of the  Committee  of  Forty,  etc.  : 
Dear  Sir  : — I  see  in  the  morning  reports  of  your  proceedings  yesterday  that  I  have  been  nomi- 
nated for  Administrator  of  Improvements  on  the  Independent  Ticket.  I  appreciate  the  compliment 
involved  in  this  distinction  of  myself,  the  more  so  as  it  was  neither  sought  nor  desired  by  me,  and  I 
wish  before  going  further,  to  express  my  acknowledgements  and  thanks.  I  am  not,  however,  able  to 
accept  the  honor  and  responsibility  you  have  kindly  endeavored  to  confer.  Apart  from  all  sense  of 
obligation  to  the  community  and  to  the  department  in  the  place  I  now  occupy,  I  feel  that  I  can  be 
of  greater  usefulness  where  I  am  than  in  any  political  position  within  the  people's  gift.  I  am  familiar 
with  my  duties  of  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Fire  Department;  have  become  attached  to  them  through 
long  service,  and  valued  associations,  and  am  not  desirous  of  abandoning  them  at  present  or  indeed 
under  any  circumstances  I  can  now  imagine.  I  beg,  therefore,  you  will  permit  me  to  decline  the 
honor  you  have  tendered  me,  and  to  subscribe  myself 

Very  Respectfully, 

Thos.  O'Connor. 

The  crowning  occasion  of  Chief  O'Connor's  long  life  of  devotion  to  the 
service  of  the  city  was  the  celebration  of  his  Silver  Anniversary  Jubilee, 
on  January  4,  1894,  when  he  completed  his  twenty-fifth  year  of  consecu- 
tive service  as  Chief  Engineer.     On  this  occasion,  as   on   that   of  the 

<_> 

presentation  of  the  badge,  the  Chief  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  what  was 
in  store  for  him,  and  was  merely  informed,  on  reaching  his  headquarters, 
that  Mayor  Fitzpatrick  wished  to  see  him  in  his  office  at  noon.  Arriving 
there  at  the  appointed  time,  he  was  surprised  to  find  himself  surrounded 
by  a  number  of  fire  Captains,  City  Councilmen  and  department  officials  ; 
and  the  Mayor,  stepping  forward  greeted  him  in  the  following  words  : — 

"  Chief  Engineer  O'Connor  :  It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  be  selected  as  the  medium 
through  which  is  expressed  the  great  love  and  esteem  in  which  you  are  held  by  your  many 
friends  and  co-workers  of  the  fire  department  of  this  city.  You  enjoy  the  proud  distinction  to-day  of 
occupying  the  honorable  position  of  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department  for  a  period  of  twenty-five 
years,  a  distinction  of  high  merit  and  of  which  you  should  feel  proud.  Continued  service  for  twenty- 
five  years  as  the  honored  chief  of  the  fire  brigade,  a  brigade  which  has  sacrificed  life  and  personal 
comfort,  without  hope  of  reward  or  gain  save  the  consciousness  of  doing  good  in  behalf  of  their  fellow- 
men,  means  a  great  deal  and  carries  with  it  rare  honors.  Your  continuous  re-election  to  the  difficult 
post  of  duty  was  the  sealing  of  their  confidence  in  your  great  executive  abilities,  the  expression  of  their 
entire  belief  in  your  competency,  a  competency  acquired  through  great  perils,  and  an  admiration  enter- 
tained for  your  noble  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  all  of  which  I  believe  to  be  indispensable  to  the 
position  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department. 
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"The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  your  connection  with  the  fire  department  as  its  chief  engineer 
is  taken  advantage  of  by  your  many  friends  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  you  their  good  feeling 
and  fellowship  .is  firemen  to  a  brother  fireman  as  well  as  to  pay  tribute  to  a  good  citizen  and  steadfast 
friend. 

••  In  this  connection  let  me  say  a  word  on  my  own  account.  Having  had  the  pleasure  of  serving 
under  you  as  an  active  fireman  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  your  continuous  service  as  chief 
was  founded  upon  merit  alone,  and  your  extraordinary  ability  to  command  and  control  in  the  face  of 
great  dangers  to  life  and  property.  You  have  made  of  the  department  a  life  study  and  its  success 
has  been  your  success. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  fire  department  permit  me  to  offer  you  this  small 
token  of  our  esteem.  It  is  a  gift  of  brave  men  whose  mission  is  to  save  life  and  property  at  the  risk 
of  their  own.  They  recognize  in  you  an  honored  chief  whose  friendship  they  value,  whose  virtues  they 
admire  and  whose  future  they  desire  me  to  say.  they  wish  one  of  prosperity  and  happiness." 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  the  Mayor  presented  the  Chief  with  a 
magnificent  silver  service  consisting  of  107  pieces  enclosed  in  a  leather 
box,  lined  with  red  satin,  the  gift  of  the  fire  department  employees.  The 
Chief  thanked  the  members  of  the  fire  department  for  their  offering,  con- 
cluding with  an  invitation  to  all  hands  to  join  him  at  his  residence  in  the 
evening,  where  a  reception  was  held,  attended  largely  by  prominent  citi- 
zens. To  the  handsome  service  presented  at  this  time  there  were  added 
many  tributes  from  citizens,  business  men  and  officials,  a  highly  valued 
item  among  which  was  a  gold-headed  cane  from  those  who  had  labored 
with  and  under  him  in  the  Fire  Department  during  the  quarter  century 
they  celebrated. 

Capt.  Washington  Irvin<;  Honest  in  must  be  chronicled  here  as  a 
devoted  friend  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  whose  cause  he  stead- 
ily championed  in  the  City  Council  as  Chairman  of  the  Fire  and  Light- 
ing Committee,  until  the  logic  of  events  pointed  to  a  Paid  Department 
as  an  inevitable  result  of  the  pressure  exerted  by  the  underwriters  and 
the  people  ;  and  then  he  devoted  himself  heartily  to  securing  the  best 
paid  department  possible.  Unremitting  in  his  services  to  the  old  Depart- 
ment he  took  it  upon  himself  to  see  that  the  city  dealt  liberally  with  the 
deserving  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  in  the  purchase  of  its  plant, 
giving  full  value  for  its  apparatus  and  paraphernalia. 

Capt.  Hodgson  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Nov.  27,  1S33.  His 
father  was  Capt.  Henry  Hodgson,  well  known  from  1 81 5  to  1834  as  the 
commander  of  some  of  the  largest  and  finest  ships  plying  between  New 
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Orleans  and  European  ports.  His  mother,  Jane  Josephine  Howard, 
born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  of  American  parents,  and  there  educated,  was  a 
popular  belle  in  Washington  and  Philadelphia  society,  noted  for  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments,  speaking  fluently  five  or  more  languages, 
and  numbered  among  her  intimate  friends  the  families  of  Washington 
Irving,  Henry  Clay,  Daniel  Webster,  and  others.  Among  Capt.  Hodg- 
son's maternal  ancestors  was  Robert  Elliot,  the  heroic  defender  of 
Gibraltar  for  seven  years  against  the  combined  forces  of  Europe,  a  ser- 
vice for  which  he  was  created  Lord  Elliot  of  Heathfield.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  troops 
at  the  battle  of  Bladensburg  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Captain  Hodgson  began  his  New  Orleans  career  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen as  a  clerk  with  the  hardware  firm  of  J.  Waterman  &  Co.,  and 
served  in  a  similar  capacity  with  various  firms,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  found  him  in  the  service  of  Col.  James  B.  Walton,  the 
well-known  auctioneer.  This  service,  interrupted  by  the  war,  was  re- 
sumed at  its  close,  continuing  until  1869,  when  he  became  a  partner 
with  Charles  O.  Nash,  in  the  auctioneering  and  real  estate  firm 
of  Nash  &  Hodgson.  In  1879  Mr.  Nash  retired,  and  in  1885  Harry  H. 
Hodgson  came  into  the  firm  which  then  took  and  still  retains  the  name  of 
W.  I.  Hodgson  &  Son,  having  offices  for  the  past  twenty  years  at  No.  13 
Carondelet  St.  Captain  Hodgson  was  elected  in  1888,  in  the  Y.  M.  D.  A. 
movement,  Councilman  from  the  Twelfth  ward,  and  served  with  honor 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  in  1892.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  Board  of  Auctioneers,  and  served  as  its  president  seven 
successive  years,  then  declining  re-election. 

The  military  service  of  Capt.  Hodgson  dates  from  1857,  when,  in- 
spired doubtless  by  the  example  of  his  ancestors,  he  joined  the  Washing- 
ton Artillery,  then  a  single  company,  and  passed  through  the  various 
official  grades  from  private  up.  He  entered  the  Confederate  service  in 
1862,  as  Captain  of  the  Fifth  Company  of  that  famous  corps,  and  re- 
signed in  order  to  accept  from  Governor  Henry  W.  Allen  the  appoint 
ment  as  Commander  of  the  State  Artillery,  doing  outpost  duty  with  the 
Confederate  troops  under  Confederate  authority.  He  rendered  conspic- 
uous services  throughout  the  entire  war,  remaining  in  service  until  the 
last  gun  was  fired,  and  receiving  his  parole  from  the  U.  S.  forces  on  the 
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surrender  of  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith's  army  in  the  T.  rans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, in  June,  1S65. 

The  name  of  Charles  T.  Howard  has  already  been  mentioned  in 
these  pages  as  that  of  one  of  the  best  friends  of  the  Volunteer  Depart- 
ment. It  will  be  remembered  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  as  that  of  a 
good  friend  to  so  many  deserving  charities,  individuals  and  enterprises 
that  a  list  of  them  would  fill  a  volume  ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  most  gener- 
ous of  men,  and  the  large  fortune  he  amassed  was  ever  at  the  disposal  of 
the  needw  Cut  off  by  a  sudden  and  accidental  death  in  the  prime  of 
life,  he  left  not  only  troops  of  friends,  but  many  dependents  to  mourn  his 
loss.  Mr.  I  Ioward  was  a  nativ  e  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  born  in  1832. 
He  attended  college  in  the  East,  but  came  to  the  South  in  early  man- 
hood, embarking  in  business  first  in  Mobile  and  then  removing-  to  New 
Orleans.  Hardly  had  he  begun  life  here  when  the  war  broke  out,  and, 
true  to  the  land  of  his  adoption  he  entered  the  military  service  of  the 
South,  holding  a  commission  in  the  Crescent  Regiment.  It  was  on  his  re- 
turn to  Xew  Orleans  after  the  war  that  he  associated  himself  with  others  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Louisiana  State  Lottery  Company,  which  from 
being  at  first  a  local  soon  became  a  national  enterprise.  He  engaged  in 
many  enterprises  of  an  industrial  nature,  and  the  considerable  fortune 
that  resulted  from  them  he  employed  in  doing  good,  and  one  of  the 
most  touching  incidents  at  his  funeral  was  the  genuine  mourning  of  those 
good  Sisters  whom  he  had  made  the  almoners  of  his  boundless  charities. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  all  that  interested  the  leading  spirits  of  the  city, 
and  was  as  public-spirited  in  civic  affairs  and  generous  socially  as  he  was 
benevolent  in  his  dealings  with  the  poor  and  needy.  Vast  public  im- 
provements were  furthered  by  him  and  in  some  instances  were  under- 
taken by  him  alone.  He  came  to  be  a  very  conspicuous  figure  in  New 
Orleans  life  in  almost  every  line  of  activity.  His  death  came  at  a  time 
when  his  identification  with  prominent  interests  was  fully  established, 
and  his  loss  was  severely  felt.  It  occurred  on  May  31,  1KK5,  as  the  result 
of  a  fall  from  his  horse  while  riding,  at  his  Northern  home  in  Inglesicle, 
near  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y.  His  funeral,  from  his  residence  on  St.  Charles 
St.,  was  attended  by  the  leading  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  by  delegations 
from  the  John  A.  Mower  Post,  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  Louisiana  Hose 
Company,  and   many  commercial   institutions,   and  no  less  than  four 
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orphan  asylums  sent  several  hundred  of  their  little  charges  to  lay  their 
humble  offering  on  the  bier  of  one  of  whom  one  of  the  Sisters  said, 
through  her  tears,  "he  was  good  to  the  orphans."  The  pall-bearers 
were  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Judge  G.  H.  Braughn,  L.  C.  Jurey,  Judge 
Walter  Rogers,  Albert  Baldwin,  J.  P.  Hornor,  E.  Belknap,  J.  O.  Nixon 
and  R.  H.  Benners.  Mr.  Howard  was  identified  with  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment by  a  long  membership  in  Louisiana  Hose  Company,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  the  engine  house  of  his  company  was  handsomely  draped  in 
his  memory. 

Leonard  M.  Finley,  who  died  June  7,  1894,  was  a  conspicuous  ex- 
ample of  the  high  quality  of  the  membership  of  the  old  Volunteer  Depart- 
ment ;  and  it  will  be  easily  understood  why  that  organization  kept  its 
hold  on  popular  affection  and  confidence  when  it  is  realized  that  its  ranks 
included  men  of  his  worth  and  citizens  of  his  eminence.  For  many  years 
a  member  of  Louisiana  Hose  Company,  he  honored  that  organization,  as 
step  by  step,  he  mounted  into  a  foremost  position  among  the  men  who 
contributed  to  the  commercial  importance  of  his  native  city.  Mr.  Finley 
was  born  in  New  Orleans  in  1846,  and  received  his  education  at  the  Pass 
Christian  Academy.  While  still  a  boy  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Sun 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  as  a  collector,  and  it  is  to  the  honor  of  his 
employers  and  himself  that  as  his  worth  was  recognized  he  advanced 
steadily  from  one  position  to  another  until,  in  1892,  he  became  the  presi- 
dent of  the  company.  His  industry  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that,  during 
his  earlier  years  with  the  company,  he  pursued  a  course  of  law  at  the 
University  of  Louisiana  and  took  his  degree — not  in  order  to  practice  law, 
but  to  fit  himself  more  effectually  for  a  useful  business  career.  Besides 
serving  the  city  as  a  fireman,  he  took  an  honorable  part  in  the  troubles  of 
1874,  serving  in  Capt.  Frank  McGloin's  company  on  the  Fourteenth  of 
September.  The  business  sagacity  and  commercial  wisdom  of  Mr.  Finley 
led  to  his  being  sought  for  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and 
we  find  him  recorded  as  a  director  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Canal  Bank 
and  Improvement  Association,  several  times  president  of  the  Board  of 
Underwriters,  president  of  the  River  and  Marine  Underwiters,  president 
of  the  fire  patrol,  administrator  of  the  Tulane  educational  fund,  and 
associate  manager  of  the  Palatine  Insurance  Company  of  England. 
Socially  he  was  popularand  active.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Carnival 
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organization  and  of  the  Pickwick  club,  and  president  of  the  old  Louisiana 
Club. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  venerable  figure  of  Rkxe  H.  Bkuxet  was 
regarded  with  a  special  interest  arising  from  the  fact  that  he  was  the  only 
surv  ivor  of  those  who  were  instrumental  in  organizing  the  first  volunteer 
companies  and  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  When,  on  July 
23,  1889,  he  died  in  his  80th  year,  the  last  of  that  noble  band  had  passed 
away.  With  the  exception  of  its  last  two  years  in  control  of  the  fire  ser- 
vice, he  had  witnessed  the  entire  public  career  of  the  organization  he  had 
shared  in  founding.  Mr.  Brunet  was  born  in  1810,  in  Baltimore,  and 
came  to  Xew  Orleans  in  his  early  childhood.  During  his  loner  life  here 
he  was  connected  with  several  large  business  houses,  and  held  positions 
in  the  United  States  Court  and  in  the  offices  of  the  City  Treasurer  and 
Administrator  of  Public  Accounts.  He  was  a  youth  of  19  when  in  1829 
he  helped  to  organize  Volunteer  Xo.  i.and  soon  after  Mississippi  No.  2, 
and  other  companies.  He  presided  at  the  memorable  meeting  of  firemen 
in  November,  1833,  called  to  protest  against  the  action  of  the  city  Coun- 
cil antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  the  engine  companies.  It  was  at  his 
suggestion  t lia.t  the  united  movement  thus  inaueurated  was  continued 
in  the  organization  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association.  He  was 
a  member  of  Columbia  No.  5's  delegation  to  the  Firemen's  Convention 
convened  to  consider  the  proposed  Association,  and  was  also  one  of  the 
committee  of  five  then  appointed  to  report  on  the  organization.  He 
then  became  the  first  vice-president  of  the  new  Association.  He  was 
represented  in  the  war  by  three  sons  who  entered  the  Confederate  Army. 
One  of  them,  William  Brunet,  was  killed  at  New  Hope  Church,  and  it 
was  from  a  portrait  of  this  son  that  the  sculptor,  Doyle,  carved  the  marble 
figure  that  stands  guard  at  the  tomb  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee  in 
Metairie  Cemetery. 

Alfred  Moultox,  who  died  in  this  city  on  May  5,  1895,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  Mississippi  Steam  Fire  Company,  No.  2,  and  not  only  was 
prominent  in  the  Department  but  in  the  larger  life  of  the  city.  He  was 
born  in  London,  England,  but  spent  more  than  fifty  years  of  his  long  life 
in  New  Orleans.  He  was  identified  with  the  shipping  interests  of  the  city 
and  for  the  past  thirty  years  was  agent  of  the  Cromwell  Line.     His  earlier 
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connection  was  with  the  ante-bellum  shipping  firm  of  John  A.  Woodruff 
&  Co.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Boston  Club,  perhaps 
the  oldest  survivor  of  them,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  vice-president 
of  the  club,  of  which  he  had  served  as  the  president. 

Frederick  Schneider  can  look  back  nearly  half  a  century,  now,  to 
the  day  when  he  began  to  play  an  active  part  in  the  fire  department.  Born 
in  Germany  in  1834,  and  coming  in  youth  to  this  country,  the  instinct  of 
a  fireman  was  born  in  him  early,  and  he  took  to  running  as  a  torch  boy 
with  the  hose  company  of  Volunteer  No.  1,  and  at  the  age  of  15  became 
a  member  of  the  company.  Energy  and  efficiency  quickly  offset  youth,  and 
the  hose  company  soon  had  this  venturesome  lad  for  its  foreman.  In  1851 
he  took  the  lead  in  organizing  Mechanics  Hose  Co.  No.  6,  and  he  re- 
mained with  that  company  as  an  officer  for  a  year  after  its  organization, 
before  returning-  to  Volunteer  No.  1.  He  returned  as  a  member  of  the 
Engine  Company  and  became  a  member  of  the  F.  C.  A.  Promotion  to 
1st  Assistant  soon  came  to  him,  and  subsequently  the  position  of  Fore- 
man. For  several  years  also  he  was  president.  When  steam  engines 
were  introduced  into  the  department,  he  was  active  in  converting  his 
company  into  a  steam  engine  organization.  In  1873  ne  was  elected  an 
Assistant  Engineer  of  the  Department,  and  filled  the  office  with  great 
ability.  His  efficiency  in  service  and  his  energy  and  integrity  in  business 
life  have  gained  for  him  both  admirers  and  friends,  and  these  he  has 
drawn  closer  to  him  by  the  personal  qualities  of  an  unassuming  gentleman. 

Perhaps  no  man  ever  more  completely  fulfilled  the  ideal  of  a  perfect 
fireman,  in  the  manifold  conditions  both  professional  and  social,  than 
William  Swan,  identified  forever  with  the  memories  of  the  Volunteer 
Department  as  Foreman  of  Hope  Hook  and  Ladder  Co.  No.  3.  Finely 
formed  in  his  physical  proportions,  straightforward  and  hearty  in  demeanor, 
he  showed  in  look  and  manner  the  qualities  for  which  he  is  remembered — 
bravery  and  daring  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  ;  fidelity  to  comrades 
as  well  as  to  duty,  and  a  big-hearted  friendliness  that  gave  him  a  most 
unbounded  popularity  in  the  department  and  among  the  citizens.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  Hope  No.  3,  and  was  elected  its  foreman  in  December, 
1865,  retaining  that  position  until  his  retirement  from  active  service  in  De- 
cember, 1874.  On  the  occasion  of  his  withdrawal  from  the  active  ranks, 
Chief  O'Connor  addressed  to  him  a  personal  letter  of  regret,  replete  with 
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expressions  of  friendly  regard,  at  the  same  time  presenting  him  with  a  hand- 
some gold  badge.  Reference  has  been  made  previously  to  the  Northern 
trip  made  in  1S70  by  Hope  H.  &  L.  No.  3  and  Mechanics  No.  6.  Swan 
was  the  inspiration  and  life  of  this  famous  expedition,  and  every  member  of 
the  department  was  proud  to  know  that  the  Northern  people  would  de- 
rive their  idea  of  what  New  Orleans  firemen  were  from  the  intrepid  and 
doughty  commander  of  Hope  No.  3.  His  popularity  in  the  department 
led  to  main"  presentations  to  him,  among  which  were  no  less  than  five 
gold  medals,  several  silver  fire  trumpets,  and  other  objects  of  value. 
He  kept  several  public  houses,  the  most  considerable  of  which  was  the 
American  House  at  the  foot  of  Esplanade  St.  During  the  war  he  enlisted, 
serving  at  Camp  Chalmette  and  in  the  Civic  Guard.  His  death,  univer- 
sally lamented,  occurred  on  Sept.  5,  1891. 

Frederick  Fischer  was  the  first  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Carrollton 
Fire  Department,  and  the  name  of  his  family  is  continued  in  the  present 
department  by  his  son,  Fire  Commissioner  C.  B.  Fischer.  Mr.  Fischer 
long  represented  extensive  business  interests  in  New  Orleans,  previous  to 
his  retirement  from  business  activity  in  1884.  He  was  born  in  Germany 
in  1818,  and  came  to  this  city  in  1839.  He  prospered  in  the  lumberbusi- 
ness,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  representatives,  and  in  1865  formed 
the  extensive  Fischer  Lumber  &  Manufacturing  Co.  He  was  formerly  a 
director  in  the  Germania  Bank  and  the  Teutonia  Insurance  Co. 

John  Ouinn,  who  has  served  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association 
for  nearly  fifty  years  and  is  still  in  its  service  as  brick-layer  and  stone 
cutter  in  its  cemeteries,  is  one  of  the  few  men  who  have  personal  knowl- 
edge and  memory  of  the  glories  of  the  record  set  forth  in  the  pages  of 
this  volume.  Born  in  Cincinnati,  Aug.  8,  181 8,  he  has  lived  in  this  city 
since  infancy.  Aug.  6,  1847,  he  joined  James  Gulick  Engine  Co.  No.  17, 
a  company  of  which  he  became  Chief  Director,  or  Foreman.  When  the 
company  was  disbanded  in  1855,  he  joined  Philadelphia  No.  14,  and  be- 
came an  exempt  member.  For  eight  years  he  was  sexton  of  the  Fire- 
men's and  Greenwood  Cemeteries,  in  which  he  still  labors  in  his  78th 
year  of  usefulness. 

Hubert  Wax  was  long  a  delegate  from  Eagle  No.  7  to  the  Fire- 
men's Charitable  Association,  and  as  an  ardent  supporter  and  co-laborer 
of  President   Marks  in  that  organization  his  memory  is  entitled  to  the 
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credit  that  belongs  to  those  who  hold  up  the  hands  of  the  leaders  of  men. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  fireman  and  was  for  several  years  Foreman  of 
Eagle  No.  7,  in  the  time  of  its  triumphs  at  many  fires  and  in  many  con- 
tested fields. 

John  C.  McLellan  was  for  some  years  Foreman  of  Columbia  No.  5, 
and  contributed  essentially  to  the  prosperity  of  that  organization  by  his 
strict  discipline  and  the  fearless  bravery  with  which  he  led  his  men  to  their 
duty  His  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association 
was  earnest  and  fruitful.  Born  in  Maine  in  1815,  he  came  to  New  Orleans 
in  1839,  and  for  many  years  conducted  a  carriage  factory  on  St.  Charles  St- 
He  built  several  hand-engines  and  hose-carriages  for  the  department. 
He  became  a  member  of  No.  5  in  April,  1849,  a"d  was  elected  Foreman 
the  same  year.  He  served  several  years  as  delegate  to  the  Association 
and  in  1856  was  elected  vice-president  of  it.  He  has  never  relaxed 
his  interest  in  the  calling  of  fireman,  and  up  to  the  retirement  of  the 
Volunteer  Department  in  1891,  was  active  and  enthusiastic. 

Frank  Parrera  commands  interest  not  only  by  reason  of  his  having 
become  connected  with  the  fire  department  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  but 
because  the  Dominick  Parrera  whose  tragic  death  in  1892  has  been  de- 
scribed, was  his  son.  He  was  born  in  Spain  in  1818,  and  still  lives  and 
labors  among  us  at  an  advanced  age.  Coming  to  this  country  in  1830, 
he  joined  in  1839  Red  Rover  No.  16;  and  at  the  disbandment  of  that 
company  in  1855  he  joined  Philadelphia  No.  14,  becoming  an  exempt  of 
that  company. 

Samuel  Vosburgh,  born  in  New  York  in  1818,  was  originally  a  mem- 
ber of  Washington,  No  4,  which  he  joined  in  1848,  or  not  far  from  fifty 
years  ago.  He  subsequently  became  a  member  of  Red  Rover,  No.  16, 
and  later  of  Philadelphia  No.  14.  He  is  still  living  and  is  working  at  a 
carpenter's  bench.  But  he  never  has  outgrown  his  love  for  the  life  of  a 
fireman  and  often  pays  a  visit  to  the  house  of  No.  14  and  entertains  the 
present  generation  with  stirring  tales  of  the  good  old  days. 

John  T.  DeGrange,  M.  D.,  the  Department  Physician,  had  served 
in  a  medical  capacity  with  the  Firemen's  Charitable  Association  before  his 
present  appointment,  made  in  1894.  He  was  born  in  this  city  Nov.  25, 
1864,  and  was  educated  here,  passing  through  the  public  schools  of  the 
city  and  being  one  of  the  pioneer  students  of  Louisiana  (now  Tulane) 
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University,  in  which  he  received  his  diploma,  in  Chemistry,  in  1883.  He 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University  in  1884.  He  became 
a  resident  student  in  Charity  Hospital  in  1SS6,  and  as  the  result  of  a  com- 
petitive examination  served  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  ambulance 
corps.  He  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1888.  He  is  now 
professionally  a  member  of  the  Orleans  Parish  Medical  Society,  and  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  visiting  Surgeon  of  Charity  Hospital,  and  is 
Surgeon  of  the  Battalion  of  Washington  Artillery. 

Henry  L.  Frantz  was  an  active  member  of  Louisiana  Steam  Engine 
Co.  No.  10  from  November,  1S75,  until  the  disbandment  of  the  Volunteer 
Department  in  1891.  In  the  Fourth  of  March  parade  of  1876  he  headed 
his  company  as  Grand  Marshal,  in  1877  was  chosen  its  president,  and 
from  1878  to  1891  he  served  as  treasurer  of  the  company.  He  was  also 
made  an  honorary  member  of  Eagle  No.  7.  In  1882-84  he  was  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  and  is  now  commissioner  of  the  Lower  City  Park 
Improvement  Association.  Mr.  Frantz  was  born  in  1847,  a  native  of 
Alsace-Lorraine.  Coming  to  New  Orleans  in  i860  he  learned  the  car- 
riage wood-worker's  trade,  embarking  later  in  that  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  1874  he  united  his  business  with  the  carriage  and  livery 
business  of  Jacob  Schoen,  forming  the  undertaking  firm  of  Frantz  & 
Schoen,  their  business  gradually  absorbing  that  of  several  other  con- 
cerns. Mr.  Frantz  is  president  of  the  Southern  Brewing  Co.  and  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Orleans  Mfg.  Co.,  extensive  manufacturers  of  undertakers'  sup- 
plies. He  is  an  officer  in  the  various  city  and  state  organizations  of  fun- 
eral directors.  The  firm  of  Frantz  &  Schoen  are  the  undertakers  of  the 
Firemen's  Charitable  and  Benevolent  Association  for  the  Second  and 
Third  Districts. 

Jacob  ScHokx,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Frantz  &  Schoen, 
became  a  member  of  Crescent  No.  24  in  June,  1863,  in  which  he  held  a 
number  of  offices,  and  on  several  occasions  was  Grand  Marshal  of  his 
company  in  the  Fourth  of  March  parades.  He  was  also  made  an  honor- 
ary member  of  Milneburg  No.  1.  He  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, June  8,  1 84 1 ,  came  to  New  Orleans  in  1859  and  engaged  in  the 
'longshoreman  business,  becoming  presently  partner  of  Philip  Levy,  who 
was  one  of  the  leading  stevedores  on  the  river  front.  Later  Mr.  Schoen 
went  into  the  livery  business  and  continued  in  it  until  in  1874  he  asso- 
ciated himself  with  Mr.  Frantz,  as  already  related. 
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ne  Hannen  Building,  at  the  corner  of  Clarondelet  and  Common 
one  of  the  most  notewothy  examples  of  modern  architecture 
cleans.  The  building  was  erected  by  The  Morris  Building  & 
rovement  Company,  and  nothing  was  omitted  that  was  required 
jty,  convenience  and  safety. 

uilding  covers  a  ground  space  measuring  85x120  feet,  and  is 
1  a  steel  skeleton  frame,  fire-proof  construction  being  used 
t.  It  rises  to  a  height  of  150  feet  and  contains  eleven  stories, 
the  stores  there  are  two  hundred  and  fifty  offices  in  the  build- 

2s  the  safety  afforded  by  the  construction,  the  building  is 
gainst  fire  also  by  fire  stand-pipes  running  from  the  first  story 
and  on  each  floor  three  hundred  feet  of  hose  are  connected  with 
s  bringing  for  fire  purposes  water  which  is  connected  not  only 
ty  pressure  but  also  with  the  power  in  the  house.  Fire  escapes 
rovided,  and  there  are  two  ways  by  which  these  maybe  reached 
r  wing  of  the  building,  which  in  this  respect  is  unique, 
is  handsome  building  there  are  three  entrances,  one  on  Claron- 
et,  one  on  Common  and  one  on  Varieties  Alley.  Within,  the 
:n  in  a  spacious  court,  68x22  feet  in  dimensions,  from  which 
re  abundant  light  and  ventilation. 

:cure  light  to  this  building  in  perpetuity  the  adjoining  pro- 
he  south  was  bought  and  a  four-story  annex  was  built  on  it ; 
e  tenants  are  forever  secure  from  the  risk  that  others  might 
lat  property  any  high  building  that  might  interfere  with  the 
that  direction. 

rchitecture  of  the  building  is  of  the  most  approved  character 
n  business  buildings,  and  the  effect  of  the  structure  is  ornate 
ing. 

;  designed  by  Thomas  Sully  &  Co.,  Limited,  who  have  put 
;  best  effects  and  the  most  complete  conveniences  afforded 
t  skill  of  the  present  day. 
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The  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company  com- 
menced business  in  the  United  States  in  the  year  1848,  being  a  pioneer, 
not  only  among  the  foreign  companies  to  enter  this  country,  but  in  the 
general  agency  business,  spreading  its  agencies  throughout  the  whole 
borders  of  the  United  States. 

The  policy  of  the  Company  has  been  progressive,  and  by  its 
liberality  and  demonstration  of  its  strength  and  promptitude  in  the 
settlement  of  losses,  has  won  a  position  which  has  enabled  it  to 
accumulate  assets  in  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  $8,488,- 
268.40,  the  income  in  the  year  of  1894  in  this  country  having  been 
$5,802,988.85. 

During  the  representation  of  the  Company  in  the  United  States 
it  has  borne  severe  tests,  principally  instanced  by  the  conflagrations 
at  Chicago  and  Boston.  The  losses  paid  at  Chicago  as  the  result 
of  the  conflagration  of  1871  amounted  to  $3,239,091,  and  at  Boston 
as  the  result  of  the  conflagration  of  1872,  $1,429,290.  All  of  these  claims 
were  settled  by  direct  remittances  from  the  Head  Office  so  that  none  of 
the  assets  in  this  country  were  disturbed,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  as- 
sets of  the  Company  increased  during  these  two  years,  although  there  was 
an  excess  of  expenditures  over  income  of  $2,710,650.  The  amount  paid 
in  satisfaction  of  fire  losses  in  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  forty- 
two  years  is  over  $63,000,000. 

This  large  sum  in  conjunction  with  the  growth  of  the  Company's 
business  evinces  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  promptness  with 
which  the  Company's  losses  are  adjusted  and  settled.  As  an  evidence 
of  the  estimation  in  which  the  Company  is  held  in  England  it  may  be 
noted  that  ,£100  of  stock  sells  for  about  ,£2,350. 

The  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Insurance  Company  opened 
a  department  in  New  Orleans  in  1852  and  has  not  only  accumulated  a 
large  business  in  this  city,  State,  and  section,  but  has  identified  itself  with 
the  public,  the  latest  evidence  of  which  is  the  erection  of  a  handsome  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Common  and  Carondelet  Streets,  a  picture  of  which 
is  given  in  this  volume. 
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great,  of  1 792   37 
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original  members   63 
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Fischer,  Frederick,  sketch   557 
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Franklin  X'o.  11,  history  of   132 

Frantz,  Henry  L.,  sketch   561 

Garfield,  James  A.,  obsequies  of   243 

Gamewell  fire  alarm,  introduced   160 
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Howard,  Chas.  T.,  sketch   551 
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Independent  No.  2   145 
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Louisiana  No.  10,  history  of   132 
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McDonald,  Charles  E.,  death  of   429 
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Pelican  H.  &  L.  No.  4  

Perseverance  No.  13,  history  of  

Philadelphia  No.  14,  history  of  

Phillips  No.  4  

Phcenix  No.  8,  history  of  

Pioneer  No.  1  

Protection  No.  19  

Protector  No.  1  

Protest  of  firemen  to  Mayor,  1855  


S36 

293 
231 

495 
136 


419 
42  5 
55* 
142 
140 
r33 
!34 
141 

'43 
136 
H3 
132 
14c 


Quinn,  John,  sketch   557 

Red  Rover,  No.  16   135 

Relief  Fund,  Yellow  fever  epidemic   242 

Rex,  correspondence  with  the  F.  C.  A   309 

Schneider,  Fred'k,  sketch   556 

Schoen,  Jacob,  sketch   561 

St.  Charles  Hotel  fire   430 

St.  James,  burning  of  steamboat   88 

Star  H.  &  L.  No.  1   145 
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Suction  engines,  first  made   517 

Swan,  William,  sketch   556 

Swing  harness,  invention  of   529 

Stockton  No.  1   142 

Surrender  of  Apparatus,  1855   in 

Test  of  Fire  Department  by  Common  Council,  311 

Vigilant  No.  3,  history  of  *   126 

Volunteer  firemen,  character  of   ^3 

Volunteer  No  r,  organized  1829   52 

"         "    "  history  of   1  ig 

Vosburg,  Samuel,  sketch  


War,  fire  department  during  the  

War,  neutrality  of  firemen  during  the. . 

Washington  No.  4  organized  

"  "    "  history  of  

Washington  No.  20  

Washington  H.  &  L.  No.  1  

Water  tower,  invention  of  

Wax,  Hubert,  sketch  

Whittaker,  R.  Lee,  medal  presented  to. 
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Yellow  fever  epidemic   236 

Youenes,  John   j  j  ~ 

Young  America  No.  3   144 

Young  America  steam  fire  engine   153 


The  Gutta  Perch  a  &  Rubber 


M  ANUF^XURING_  Q(X 


35  Warren  St.,  New  York,  1  70  Lake  St.,  Chicago, 

52  Pearl  St.,  Boston,  9  1  Front  St.,  Portland,  Ore., 

227  West  4th  St.,  Cincinnati. 


sdi.i-:   ma.\[;kacti;kehs  oi- 


MALTESE  CROSS 
and 

BAKER  FABRIC 


Fire  Hose. 


f±^.:^  in  IKq  Vorld 


Oyer  6,000,001)  feet  in  use  it  Fire  Departments  in  the  United  States. 


THE  COfl  EM  NATION 


Fire  Spray  Ball  Nozzle 


REVOLUTION  IN  FIRE  FIGHTING. 

A  Heat,  Flame  and  Smoke  AonShSIlator, 
Simple,  Effective  and  an  Absolute 
Ffire  Coeqmieror„ 


Firemen  using  tlie  

— H  Ball  Nozzle  H~ 

Can  enter  buildings  in  the  faca  of  fire  or  smoke.  When  the  spray  is  in  use  it  is  easily 
managed  by  one  hand  while  it  takes  two  or  more  men  to  control  the  straight  stream. 

CAN  BE  USED  ON  CHEMICAL  ENGINES  OR  EXTINGUISHERS  WITH 

THE  SAME  RESULT. 

It  consists  of  a  bell  shaped  nozzle  inside  of  which  plays  a  ball  when  operated  on 
by  water. 

The  Ball  Nozzle  permits  the  same  volume  of  water  to  flow  as  that  given  by  the  straight 
stream,  WITHOUT  INCREASING-  THE  PRESSURE  by  which  it  cannot  be  dislodged 
by  one  or  two  hundred  pounds. 

The  principle  used  is  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  natural  laws  of  expulsion  as  the 
ball  is  kept  in  position  by  application  of  a  strong  opposite  force  instead  of  being  expelled. 
ITS  OPERATION  MUST  BE  SEEN  TO  BE  BELIEVED. 

On  exhibition  at  the  splendidly  equipped  hall  of 


TKq  /Imeric&n  BaJI  Nozzle  Qo., 

837=847  Broadway,  New  York. 


HOLLOW  AY 

CHEMIC/I&  FIRE  ENGIDES, 

"COMBINATION" 

Chemical  Engine  and  Hose  Wagons. 


HAND  FIRE  EXTINGUISHERS 

HOOK  AND  LADDER  TRUCKS, 
HOSE  WAGONS,  HOSE  CARRIAGES. 

FIRE   DEPARTHENT  SUPPLIES. 

CHARLES  T.  HOLLOWAY, 

424,  426  &  428  E.  SARATOGA  STREET,  BALTIMORE,  MD. 


«L,E  \M>\  &  BAILEY  UA\!  I'  VCTl  KIVfi  COMPANY,  181  to  189  Mereev  Street,  New  York,  have  furnished  from  then- 
complete  establishment  fully  three-quarters  of  all  the  modern  Fire  Apparatus  with  which  the  100  and  more  fire  stations  in  New  York  City  are 
supplied,  and  a  like  proportion  in  other  cities.  They  have  the  only  establishment  in  the  country  capable  of  turning-  out  so  much  apparatus  in 
a  given  time.  Founded  in  1S40  by  Cowing  it  Co.,  and  incorporated  under  the  present  style  in  1882.  They  manufacture  for  export  and  extensive 
domestic  use,  all  forms  of  apparatus,  besides  numerous  exclusive  specialties  in  the  way  of  patent  controlling  nozzles,  hose  relief  valves.  Empire 
life  saving  net,  patent  rapid  raising  aerial  hook  and  ladder  truck  with  life-car  attachment,  firemen's  bells,  gongs,  lanterns,  hose  menders, 
torches,  buckets,  axes,  crow  bars,  swinging  harness,  rubber  clothing,  and  miscellaneous  standard  apparatus.  These  include  the  best  known 
and  most  widely  used  devices  known  to  the  fire  service  of  the  United  States  and  other  countries. 


"American" 
STE/IA  FIRE  ENGIDES 

Are  Unequalled  for  Reliability, 
Durability  and  Efficiency. 


Manufactured  by  the 

American  Fire  Engine  Company, 

Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  Cincinnati,  O. 


EUREKA  FIRE  HOSE  COMPANY 

Original  and  Oldest  Manufacturers  of 

Rubber=Lined  Cotton  Hose 

FOR  ALL  PURPOSES,  IN  THE  WORLD. 


M.  L.  REED,  President. 
B.  L.  STOWE,  Vice-President. 
GEORGE  A.  WIES,  Treasurer. 
ISAAC  B.  MARKEY,  Secretary 


13  BARCLAY  STREET, 
New  York. 


SOLE   MANUFACTURERS  OF 

The  Celebrated  Brands  Fire  Hose. 


THE  EUREKA  FIRE  HOSE  CO.  S&MS 

Canada,  during  the  past  year,  more  Fire  Hose  than  sold  by  all  others  com- 
bined, either  in  Rubber,  Leather,  or  Cotton. 


HAS  nORE  HOSE 
WITH  A  RECORD 


IN  ACTUAL  FIRE  SERVICE  at  the  present 
time  than  all  other  brands  of  hose  combined. 

FOR  DURABILITY  UN  EQUALED,  proven 
by  long  and  severe  service  everywhere. 


COTTON  HOSE        Also  LINEN  HOSE, 

of  all  grades.  both  plain  and  rubber-lined. 

O-A-IRIDIEILSr  HOSE  J±  SPECIALTT. 

ESTIMATES,  SAMPLES,  ETC.,  FOR 

EUREKA,  PARAGON,  and  RED  CROSS  HOSE 

FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 

Manufacturers  of 


Carbolized  Rubber  Fire  Hose 


NOTE  THIS!!! 


OFFICE   OF   THE   BOARD   OF    FIRE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Yonkers,   N.   Y. ,    Jan.    12th,  1895. 

THE  NEW  YORK  BELTING  &  PACKING  CO.,  LTD., 
New  York  City. 

Gentlemen : — 

This  is   to  certify  that  at  an  official    test  of 
rubber  fire  hose,  held  December  20th,  1894,  by  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners  of   the  city  of  Yonkers,   New  York,  at 
the  works  of   the  Otis  Brothers  Elevator  Company,  in 
the  said  city  of  Yonkers,   a  section  of  your  "TEST" 
brand  carbolized  rubber  fire  hose  2lA  inch  4  ply,   5  ply 
ends;   weighing  58  pounds  to  the  section  of  50  feet, 
stood  a  hydraulic  pressure  of  625  pounds  to  the  square 
inch  before  bursting,    this  being  125  pounds  higher 
than  any  other  hose  stood. 

As  a  result  of   the  competitive  test  above  referred 
to,   and  after  examining  the  merits  of  your  hose  for 
fire  service,   we  now  request   that  you  carry  out  the 
contract  made  with  your  company  this  date,   for  furnish- 
ing  the  fire  department  of   the  city  of  Yonkers  with 
the  "TEST"  brand  of   carbolized  rubber  fire  hose  as 
per  your  proposal   unanimously  accepted  by  our  Board 
last  evening. 

PRESIDENT. 

Chief  Yonkers  Fire  Dept.  Board  or  Fire  Commissioners. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT  HOSE. 


By  W.  B.  HARDY, 

OF  REVERE  RUBBER  CO.,  BOSTON. 

The  men  who  know  the  most  about  Fire  Hose  are  those  who  make  it  and 
those  who  use  it. 

As  makers,  we  always  intend  to  produce  goods  which  will  suit  the  users.  To 
do  it  wc  use  Fine  Para  Rubber  and  duck  made  from  Sea  Island  Cotton.  Every 
one  knows  what  cotton  is,  but  who  knows  the  mysteries  of  rubber  1  WJwi  we 
receive  it,  it  is  in  large  lumps  having  shape  and  odor  of  a  ham.  It  is  cut  into 
slices,  then  washed  and  crushed  between  rolls,  dried,  mixed  by  rollers  like  dough, 
spread  on  the  duck  and  squeezed  into  it — or  run  out  as  a  sheet  without  duck, 
any  thickness  and  36  inches  wide — then  made  into  hose  on  a  mandrel  and  baked 
like  bread. 

But,  simple  as  it  seems,  it  requires  experience  and first-class  machinery  to  do 
it  right.    Both  of  these  we  have. 

The  same  principles  of  manufacture  apply  equally  to  rubber  and  cotton  hose. 
The  strength  lies  in  the  cotton.  The  rubber  tube  in  each  keeps  the  water  from 
going  through  the  cotton  fabric. 

When  made  from  Sea  Island  Cotton,  this  fabric  is  fine  and  strong.  To 
get  equal  strength  from  Commercial  Cotton  requires  twice  the  bulk  of  Sea  Island. 
Fabrics  made  from  Commercial  Cotton  are  generally  used,  because  it  is  only  lately 
that  machinery  has  been  made  which  can  weave  Sea  Island  into  fabric  from 
which  hose  can  be  made  properly  and  at  a  proper  cost. 

The  seamless  tube  of  the  rubber  hose  is  familiar  to  all.  Its  smoothness  gives 
a  clear,  full  water-way,  which  is  very  durable.  Yet  in  cotton  hose  the  lining  with 
a  seam,  or  welt,  running  its  whole  length,  has  passed  unquestioned.  Why  is  it 
demanded  in  one  and  not  in  the  other  ? 

At  large  cost  we  have  demonstrated  that  cotton  hose  can  be  lined  with  linings 
which  are  seamless,  same  as  rubber  hose.  Others  have  tried  it  with  poor  rubber 
and  failed,  as  they  also  have  with  rubber  hose.  With  good  rubber  we  have 
made  seamless  linings  for  eighteen  months,  with  perfect  success. 

There  is  a  natural  limit  to  the  strength  and  life  of  hose.  Hose  manufact- 
urers know  that  this  is  400  lbs.  at  time  of  delivery,  and  that  it  should  show  no 
defects  in  manufacture  for  three  years  from  time  of  delivery.  If  buyer  and  maker 
alike  would  accept  this  standard^,  each  would  be  the  gainer.  Good  hose  is  made 
of fine  material  and  should  be  cared  for  accordingly. 


THE  GAMEWELL 

Fire  Alarm  Telegraph  Co., 

MANUFACTURERS  AND  CONTRACTORS 

Fire  Htarm  mi  Police  Si^mJ  Tele^r^p^. 

OVER  SIX  HUNDRED  PLANTS  IN  ACTUAL  OPERATION 

In  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.    Beware  of 
imitators  of  our  goods.    No  apparatus  made  by  others  can  be  relied 
upon  to  work  in  harmony  with  our  plants. 

JOSEPH  W.  STOVER,  President,  J.  N.  GAMEWELL,  Gen'l  Superintendent, 

C.  W.  CORNELL,  Secretary.  H.  F.  BENDER,  Treasurer. 


Executive  Offices,  i  1=2  Barclay  Street.  New  York. 

GENERAL  AGENTS: 

CHANDLER  &  ROLFE  CO.,         -  901-2  Ashland  Block,  Chicago,  111. 

NEW  ENGLAND  GAMEWELL  CO.,  Room  12,  Boylston  Bldg.,  Boston. 
UTICA  FIRE  ALARM  TELEGRAPH  CO.,  -         -  Utica,  N.  Y. 

J.  F.  MORRISON,        -  -         -        15  South  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

WEBB  CHANDLEE.        -         -  ...   Richmond,  Ind. 

C.  A.  RAY,         ...         -  246  Fifth  Street,  Louisville,  Ky. 

R.  A.  ROSE,  -         -  148  Crocker  Bldg.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

AHERN  &  SOPER,     -  -         -      Ottawa,  Canada. 

ONLY  AWARD  AT  THE  WORLD'S  FAIR. 


The  Loeb  Respirator 


PATENTED 


A  Foe  to  Smoke  and  Noxious  Vapors. 

Tlie  only  practical  Apparatus  that  effectively  protects  tlie  breathing  organs,  while  pene- 
trating Dense  Smoke  or  Noxious  Gases. 


Easily  adjusted  and  weighs  less  than  16  ozs.    In  practical  use  throughout  Europe. 


Successfully  Tested  in 
NEW  YORK  CITY,  MILWAUKEE. 


-SEND   FOR  PROSPECTUS 


52  Fehrbellinier  Street,  Berlin. 
90  Warren  Street,  - 


NEW  YORK. 


HOME 


INSURANCE  CO. 


OF  NEW  YORK, 

OFFICE,  No.  119  BROADWAY. 


Eighty=third  Semiannual  Statement,  January,  1895. 


SUMMARY  OP  ASSETS. 

Cash  in  Banks   $410,495.19 

Real  Estate    1,666,572.17 

United  States  S'ocks  (market  value)   1,453,875  00 

Bank,   Trust  Co.,   and  Railroad  Stocks  and 

Bonds  (market  valut  >)   3,618,607.50 

State  and(  ity  Bonds  (market  value)   813,914  94 

Bonds  and  Mortgages,  being  first  lien  on  Real 

Estate   519.S94.34 

Loans  on  Stocks,  payable  <>n  demand   125.100  00 

Premiums  uncollected  and  In  hands  of  Agents..  504  853.18 
Interest  due  and  accrued   46,524  22 


$9,159,836.54 


LIABILITIES. 

CASH  CAPITAL  $3,000,000.00 

Reserve  Premium  Fund   4,369,2S9  00 

Reserve  for  Unpaid  Losses  and  Claims   720,119.76 

Net  surplus   1,070,427.78 


9.159.S36.54 


DIRECTORS:  LEVI  P.  MORTON.  HENRY  A.  HURLBUT.  WILLI 4M  STURGIS,  JOIIN  R  FORD,  OLIVER  S. 
CARTER.  HENRY  M.  TABER,  DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  DAVID  H.  McALPIN,  ANDREW  C  ARMSTRONG.  CORNELIUS 
N.  BLISS,  EDMUND  F.  HOLBROOK.  JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  JOHN  H.  INM AN.  WALTER  H.  LEWIS,  FRANCTS  H. 
LEGGETT,  BENJAMIN  PERKINS  ELBRIDGE  G.  SNOW,  GEORGE  H.  HARTFORD,  HENRY  F  NOYES,  LUCTEN  C. 
WARNER,  WARNER  VAN  NORDEN,  ALFRED  F.  CROSS,  DUMONT  CLARKE.  JAMES  B.  VAN  WOERT. 


JOHN  H.  WASHBURN,  )  „.    p  . 
ELBRIDGE  Q.  SNOW,  [Vice-Presidents. 


DANIEL  A.  HEALD,  President. 


WILLIAM  L.  BTGELOW,  >  0 
HENRY  . I.  FERRIS,  >.  Assistant  Secretaries.  THOMAS  B.  GREENE,     j  Secretaries. 

AREUNAH  M.  BURTIS,  j  A8slstaM  secretaries. 


Fire  Protection... 


The  Miller. 

Fire  Extinguishers 

In  use  and  adopted  by  the  leading  linns  and  corpo- 
rations. Strongest  Endorsement  liHler»  liters 

Associations.  Many  points  in  its  favor  over  any 
other  Extinguisher  on  the  market  and  ttt'0  M'Vy  im- 
portant ones.  Will  not  lreeze  if  exposed.  No 
recliarsf i HIT  till  contents  discharged,  whether  standing 
one  J  ear  or  tliree.  All  of  this  practically  tested 
after  a  period  of  S  Years'  experience.  Xo  further  ex- 
perimenting, everything  perfect,  and  you  are  safe  when 
vou  purchase  the  Miller  Extinguishers  as  to  being 
the  best  and  sold  at  a  reasonable  price. 


Call  or  Address  . 


Miller  Chemical  Engine  Co., 

13  NORTH  STATE  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


HIGH  GRADE 

Fertilizers 

RAW  BONE 

ACIDS  CHEMICALS 

PURE  GROUND  BONE,  ACID  PHOSPHATE,  KAINIT,  ETC. 
BUYERS  OF  COTTON  SEED.     No.  14  UNION  STREET,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

WRITE  FOR  ALMANAC  AND  PRICE  LIST. 


BOSTON  BELTING  CO., 


Established 
1828- 


JAMES  BENNETT  FORSYTH,  Manufacturing  Agent  and  General  flanager. 

ORIGINAL    M  ANIIFACTURERS  OF 


Rubber 
and  Cotton 
Fire 

Hose 


Smooth 
Bore 
Suction 

Hose 


Boston:  256-58-60  Devonshire  St.    New  York:  100  Chambers  St.     Chicago:  roo  Madison  Street.     San  Francisco:  24  Tremont  St., 
Cincinnati:  161-5  W.  Pearl  St.    Milwaukee:  380  E.  Water  St.    Kansas  City:  410-12  W.  5th  St. 

Chicago  Belting  Co.,  Southern  Agents,  316-318  St.  Charles  St.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

HETESSER'S  PATENT  FURNACE. 

Patented.    September  25,  1884.    August  27,  1891.    October  4,  1892.     May  15,  1893.     Additional  Patents  Pending. 

For  Burning  Bagasse,  Cotton  Seed  Hulls,  Rice  Hulls,  Tan  Bark,  Shavings,  Saw-Dust,  Brewery  Waste, 
Packing  House  Waste,  Stable  Waste,  Refuse  Coal,  Lignite,  Wood,  Etc.,  Etc. 

While  the  fuel  and  air  delivery  to  the  combustion  chamber,  and  removal  of  ashes 
—if  desired— are  automatic,  this  furnace  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  the  so-called 
automatic  stokers  and  furnaces,  as  it  has  nothing  in  common  in  its  form  of  con- 
struction, with  any  of  them. 

The  principle  entering"into  the  design  consists  simply  in  using  the  advantages 
offered  by  nature's  laws.    Nothing  else  is  claimed  or  offered. 

With  the  required  proportions  and  modifications  this  Furnace  will  burn  equally 
well  all  kinds  and  grades  of  fuel,  including  the  cheapest  refuse  and  objectionable 
material,  often  expensive  to  otherwise  dispose  of, producing  complete  combus- 
tion, hence,  the  greatest  economy— smokeless  fires  and  clinkerless  ashes — and  is  at 
all  times  under  the  positive  control  of  employes  in  charge — for  operating  from  a 
mere  smoldering  fire  to  its  maximum  capacity — by  simply  regulating  the  auto- 
matic fuel  and  air  supplies. 

When  erected  for  bulky  fuels,  such  as  Bagasse,  Cotton  Seed  Hulls,  Rice  Hulls- 
Tan  Bark,  Shavings,  Saw  Dust,  Brewery.  Packing  House  and  Stable  Waste,  etc., 
a  lower  floor  level  than  occupied  by  the  boilers  it  heats  is  preferable.  When  in- 
tended for  Refuse  Coal,  Lignite, Wood  and  other  of  the  more  solid  fuel,  the  boiler 
floor  level  is  best,  but  either  arrangement,  modified,  may  be  used  for  all  fuels. 

This  Furnace  will  operate  equally  well  erected  Separately,  on  Side  of,  or  Be- 
tween the  Boilers,  and  with  all  shapes,  but  will  necessarily  produce  more  steam 
with  high  than  low  grade  boilers,  as  the  Furnace  can  only  convert  the  fuel  into 
heat,  while  the  boilers  must  convert  the  heat  and  water  int"  steam. 

The  capacity  of  the  Furnace  also,  necessarily  varies  with  its  size,  kind  of  fuel 
burnt,  and  boilers  employed.  With  high  grade  boilers,  1000  h.  p.  can  easily  be 
obtained  with  one— Furnace  between  boilers— occupying  a  floor  space  of  9  ft.  6  in. 
x  17  ft.  4. 

The  material  entering  into  the  construction,  is,  with  exception  of  the  common 
brick,  all  furnished,  and  is  the  best  of  its  kind  for  the  purpose,  producing  a  dura- 
ble structure,  and  for  a  Furnace  of  the  above  named  capacity,  1000  h.  p.,  will 
weigh  approximately  100,000  lbs. 

This  Furnace  when  operated  to  maximum  capacity  it  can 
be  erected  for,  will  by  saving  of  Fuel  Pay  for  Itself  in  one  year. 


Details  ttntf  1'ri 


Atl  firms; 


L.  METESSER,  NEW  ORLEANS. 


ersiiDy 

i  New  Orleainis.  i*-* 


W.M.  PRESTON  JOHNSTON,  LL.D.,  President. 

COLLEGE  OF  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES  and  COLLEGE  OF  TECHNOLOGY  Witn  |uU  EQUipment. 

.Wtl'  Bui/dings,  Laboratories  and  \\rork  Shops  on  Grounds,       ,  AudutonFark 
H.  Sophie  Newcoiuh  Memorial  College  Inr  young-  Women,  (in  Washington  Amwihc. 

Fall  Term  of  above  begius  October  1st.  Entrance  Examinations,  September  SHth  and  29th. 

Department  of  Meilicine  opens  October  18th.  Department  of  Law,  November  lfltli. 

For  Catalogues,  apply  to  WJT.  i  >.  ROGERS.  .NVci"<'/r<  r»,  Tulane  Hall. 


P0  X  GREENE 


Corner  CAMP  AND  COMMON  STREETS. 

Formerly  "  State  National  Bank  B'd'g."         Xtrw  Orlonns 


WHITNEY  NATIONAL  UK 


CAPITAL,  $400,000.00. 

SURPLUS,  $725,000.00. 

UNDIVIDED  PROFITS,  $47,125.68. 

Fiscal  Agent  of  the  Stale  of 

■3  L'SU'ISIARA.  K- 

JAMES  T.  HA  YDE.X.  President. 
PEARL  WIGHT,  lice,  President. 

JAMES  M.  PACAUD,  Jr.,  Cashier. 

Safe  Deposit  Vault  in  Basement, 
for  storage  of  Valuables. 

DIRECTORS. 

(ieo.  <{.  Whitney. 

Henry  Newman,  of  H.  ii  C.  Newman. 
I.  S.  West,  of  I.  S.  West  A;  Co. 

J.  B.  Si  nnott,  of  Smith  Bros,  k  Co.  lt'd. 
Pearl  Wight,  of  Woodw  ard,  Wight  &  Co.  lt'd. 
Isidore  Hernsheim,  of  Hernsheim  Bros.  A:  Co. 
It.  B.  Seudder,  of  .Ino.  Barkley  A.  Co. 
John  S.  Rainev,  Brest.  Nat'l  Acid  Co. 
James  T.  Hayden. 


State  national  banK. 


SEMI-ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 

New  Orleans,  Dec.  2Q,  1SQ4.. 

EESOTJECES. 

Loans,  discounts  and  overdrafts   $986, 7q8  13 

United  States  bonds   50,000  00 

State  and  city  bonds   218,805  00 

<  Hher  bonds   16,700  00 

Banking-nouses,  furniture  and  fixtures   129,229  87 

Other  real  estate   19,988  25 

Five  per  cent,  redemption  fund   2.250  oq 

New  York  sight  exchange. ...        ...    $140,678  07 

Foreign  exchange   21.330  42 

Due  from  banks  and  bankers   25.613  86 

Checks  for  clearing-house   110,680  77 

Coin  and  currency.   254,626  05 

  _55-.')29_i7 

Total    $i,v7'j,7oo  42 

LIABILITIES. 

Capital  stock   $300,000  00 

Surplus  fund   60,000  00 

Undivided  profits   16,005  21 

National  bank  notes  outstanding   4s. '.--'O  00 

Dividends  unpaid  (including  dividend  of  Three 

Dollars  peh  shake,  declared  Dec.  26,  1894. )...  10,296  63 
Individual  deposits  subject  to  check.  $1,323,617  33 
Due  banks  &  bankers,  subject  to  ch'k.     221,691  25 


Total 


$1,976,700  42 


Jno.  II.  O'Connor^  President.   L.  C.  h'ecver,  Vice  President. 
Chus.L.  C.  Dupuy,  Cashier.     C.  II.  Cuibertson,  Ass't  Cashier. 

State  of  Louisiana,  Parish  of  Orleans,  ss. 
I.  Chas.  L.  C.  Dupuy,  cashier  of  the  above-named  bank,  do 
solemnly  swear  that  the  above  statement  is  true  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  and  belief.  Ciias.  L.  C.  Dui-uv,  Cashier. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1894.  A.  G.  La  Pice,  Notary  Public. 


The  Louisiana  Rational  Back 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

CAPITAL,         -----  $500,000 
SURPLUS  AND  UNDIVIDED  PROFITS,     -  267,353.39 


R.  M.  WALMSLEY,  President.  A.  LURIA,  Vice  President. 

LEON  F.  JANIN,  Cashier. 

DIRECTORS : 

CHARLES  LANIER,  WM.  H.-  MATTHEWS, 

R.  M.  WALMSLEY,  JOHN  B.  LEVERT, 

A.  LURIA,  JOHN  J.  BARR, 

W.  T.  HARDIE. 

QUARTERLY  STATEMENT  OF  THE 

NEW  ORLEANS  CANAL  AND  BANKING  COMPANY, 

AT  NEW  ORLEANS,  in  the  State  of  Lousiana,  at  the  close  of  Business  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1894. 

EESOTTECES  : 

Real  Estate,  $  95,971.76 

City  and  other  bonds,                                 -  -  240,870.00 

Stocks,       -                     -  26,932.50 

Loans  and  discounts  maturing  after  90  days,  $1,364,354.96 

Loans  and  discounts  maturing  within  90  days,  354,412.98 

 1,718,767.94 

Suspended  paper,  valued,  8, 70S. 60 

Loans  on  demand,  1,146,999.71 
Sight  exchange,  -  668,118.77 

Coin,  currency  and  checks  for  clearing  house  exchanges  888,542.98 

 2,703,661.46 

Total,  -  S4794.912.26 

IjI  A  TtTT.TT  I  h!W  ; 

Capital  stock  paid  in,          -  -  $1,000,000.00 

Surplus.                       ...  .  400,000.00 

Undivided  Profits,              -  -  181,233.89 

Dividends  unpaid,         -  -  17,766.00 

Deposits  subject  to  check,  -  3,192,357.37 

Circulation,  .          3'555  °o 

Total.  -  -  $4,794,912,26 

I,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  above  statement  is  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  ami  belief 
STATE  OF  LOUISIANA.   Parish  of  Orleans,  City  of  New  Orleans.  EDWARD  TOBY,  Cashier. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  June.  1804.  A.  G.  LA  PICE,  Notary  Public. 

J.  C.  MORRIS,  President.  EDW.  TOBY,  Cashier.  EDGAR  NOTT  Assistant 

VIKJSCTOICS :        J.  H.  STATTFFER,  E.  J.  HART,  Tj  B  SCHMIDT 

W.  AGAN,  W.  C.  FLOWER,  J.  C.  MORRIS.  ' 


Nqw  Orleans  DaJionaJ  Iknk, 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Capital,  ....  $200,000.00 

Surplus,     ....  -  800,000.00 

Undivided  Profits,  net,  -  -  68,333.88 

$1,068,338.88 

SPECIAL  ACCOMMODATIONS  HAVE  BEEN  PROVIDED  FOR  LADY  CUSTOMERS. 

DOES  A  GENERAL  BANKING  BUSINESS.  ' 


A.  BALDWIN,  President.  SIGMUND  KATZ,  Vice  President. 

WM.  PALFREY,  Cashier..  D.  G.  BALDWIN,  Assistant  Cashier. 

LIST  OF  DIItECTOliS : 
A.  Baldwin,  Sigmund  Katz,  John  H.  Hanna,  R.  E.  Craig,  Sam'l  Delgado, 

A.  Baldwin,  Jr.  Chas.  H.  Heck,  Robert  Maxwell,  E.  G.  Schlieder, 

Frank  T.  Howard,  A.  B.  Wheeler. 


FRED.  PETERS,  President. 

FRANK  RODER,  Vice  President. 

A.  C.  WUERPEL,  Cashier. 


Melropolifan  B&nt, 

IDeutscbe  Banh, 

Cash  Capital  and  Surplus,  $370,000 

80  CAMP  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Checks  drawn  on  all  Principal  European  Cities. 

Correspondence  and  Accounts  solicited. 
3  per  cent.  Interest  per  Annum  allowed  on  time 
deposits  in  our  Savings  Department. 


STEPHEN  C'HALAKOX,  Pres.      A.  LABARTHE,  Cashier. 
STANLEY  O.  THOMAS,  Vice-l'res. 


THE 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Capital,  $500,000.       Surplus,  £150,000.  •* 

Does  a  General  Banking  Business,  Buys  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Exchange,  Sells  Drafts  on  all 
Points  in  Europe.    Makes  Cable  Transfers. 


Samuel  E.  Worms 
S.  V.  Fnrnaris 
.Tonus  II.  Levy 


DIBEOTOBS  : 

Car  l  Kohn 
Jules  A.  Blanc 
Ismie  Delgarto 
Luuis  Pflster 


Stephen  Chalaron 
S.  O.  Tliomas 
I.  E.  Glenny 


Not  in  the  Compact. 
THE 

Firemen's  Insurance  ComPany 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 
No.  49  CAMP  STREET  (New  No.  307). 

OTTO  THOMAN,  JOHN  FITZPATRICK,  J.  H.  FITZPATRICK,       HERMAN  MIESTER, 

President,  Vice  President.  Secretary.  Inspector. 

Branch  Office :    69  Elysian  Fields ;    Henry  W.  Wynne,  flanager. 


THOS.  O'CONNOR,  President.  HERMAN  MIESTER,  Vice  President. 

S.  D.  MARKS,  Secretary.  CHAS.  H.  CULBERTSON,  Treasurer. 

HENRY  P.  DART,  Attorney.  FRED.  ZENGEL,  Notary. 

ORGANIZED  JAN.  11,  1886. 

Firemen's  Building  Association, 

307  (Old  No.  49)  CAMP  STREET. 

AUTHORIZED  CAPITAL,       -       -  $5,000,000. 
Shares  $200— Payable  25  cents  per  week. 


BUY  YOUB  OWIEST  HOME. 

A  purely  local  Homestead  Association.        -         No  preferred  stock. 


THE  SUN 


OIF  USTZEW  ORLEAISTS. 


STATEMENT  JANUARY  I,  1894. 

ASSETS: 

Bonds  and  Stocks,  $592,398.60 

Loans  on  Collateral,  46,549-91 

Cash  in  Bank  and  in  Office,  170,909.86 

Gross  Premiums  in  course  of  Collection,        -  97>3°8.9i 

Real  Estate,       -                    -  54,000.00 

Loans  on  Mortgage,  8,800.00 

$969,967.28 

LIABILITIES: 

Unpaid  Losses,                            ...  $  54.598.85 

Unearned  Premiums,                                   -  208,626.70 

Dividends  Unpaid,                        -  16,975.00 

Capital  Stock,                -                                      -  500,000.00 

Unpaid  River  Re-Insurance,         -         -  3.750-00 

NET  SURPLUS,  186,016.73 

$969,967.28 


CHARLES  JANVIER,  President. 
R.  E.  CRAIG,  Vice  President.  Fergus  Q.  Lee,  Secretary. 

HEAD  ODTDTICE, 
50  and  52  Camp  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 


BREEDLOVE  SMITH, 

PRESIDENT. 


ALBERT  MACKIE, 

VICE  PRESIDENT. 


R.  L.  EMERY, 

SECRETARY. 


ORGANIZED  1889. 


Inter  =  §tate     pire  Association 


OF  NEW  ORLEANS.   834  GRAVIER  STREET. 


BO AM1>    OF    TRUSTEES : 


JNO.  I.  ADAMS, 
R.  L.  EMERY, 
ALBERT  MACKIE, 
J.  J.  MANSON, 


S.  HERNSHEIM, 
HENRY  HA  AG, 
JNO.  S.  TALMAGE, 
C.  C.  EMERY, 


ANDREW  JACKSON,       M.  T.  ELFERT, 


HENRY  WELLMANN, 
HENRY  G.  BUSH, 
J.  ZACH.  SPEARING, 
BREEDLOVE  SMITH, 
RICHARD  FURMAN, 


ISIDORE  HECKINGER, 

L,  H.  GARDNER, 

W.  W.  SUMNER, 

R.  M.  ONG, 

JAS.  G.  DUNCAN, 


FRANK  A.  DANIELS. 


Germ&DRi  Insurance  ComP^Dy> 

OWNERS  OF 

THE  SAFE  DEPOSIT  VAULT, 

For  the  SAFE  KEEPING  OF  MONEY,  JEWELRY  and  VALUABLES. 
311  Camp  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 


J.  HASSINGER, 

President. 


J.  E.  MERILH, 

Vice  President. 


OTTO  T.  MAIER, 

Secretary. 


CRESCENT   INSURANCE  CO., 

OF   NEW  ORLEANS. 


Solicits  Dwellings  and  other  Desirable  Fire  Risks  at 

Lowest  Current  Rates. 

LOSSES  PAID  SINCE  ORGANIZATION  OVER  $12,000,000. 
W.  R.  LYMAN,  Pres.  GEO.  W.  SENTELL,  Vice  Pres.  JOHN  E.  WHITING,  Secy. 


MERCHANTS'  INSURANCE  CO., 

GEORCE  LANAUX.            CHAS.  D.  DELERY, 

PRESIDENT.  SECRETARY. 

OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

104  CANAL  STREET. 

"WW     0"RT,T?  \"NTft 

C3MK«3 
SOLICITS 

INSURANCE  ASSOCIATION. 

FIRE,  RIYER  AND  MARINE  RISKS. 

Cash  Capital,          -  $300,000. 

Cash  Assets,  $363,700. 

PanI  Capdcvielle,  Pres.    Jules  Montreuil,  See. 

FIRE  MARINE  AND  RIVER. 

IJinjUTOltS: 
D.  A.  C'haffraix                   Jos.  A.  Shakespeare 
M  VV.  Smith                       W.  H.  Boflnger 
Paul  Capdevielle                  A.  Xiques 
ArLstiile  Hopkins                   Henry  C.  Boucher 
John  M.  Baldwin                   Jayine  Maffi 
J.  S.  Zacharie 

NO.  48  CAMP  STREET, 
TEnoP"°NE     NEW  ORLEANS. 

1   

LAFAYETTE  FIRE  INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

So.  2123  Magazine  St.,  Bet.  Jackson  and  Josephine  Sts.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA, 
INSURES  AGAINST  LOSS  OR  DAMAGE  BY  FIRE  AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

LOUIS  MATHIS,  President.  Dr.  J.  H.  MOLONEY,  Vice  President. 

FRANK  X.  YOST,  Secretary.  T.  J.  KOHL,  Inspector. 

Philip  PfefTer,  John  Weber,  John  R.  Jaeger,  Joseph  Tranchina,  Henry  P.  Dart, 

J.  F.  Kranz,  John  C.  Herberth  H.  P.  Walter,  J.  H.  Keller.  Henry  Bensel,  Jr. 

Louis  Mathis,  Frederick  Behrends,         Hcnery  Rice,  Frank  Varenholt,  H.  Donnenfelser, 

Manuel  Delcrno,         E.  H.  Burton,  Dr.  J.  H.  Maloncy,  A.  N.  Skardon,  Henry  Kopp. 

Herman  Wilke,         James  Wilson,  Dr.  S.  R.  Olliphant,  Christian  Miller. 


ESTABLISHED  186S. 

-a[*  PETER  F.  PESCUD, 

(SUCCESSOR  TO  JiABKETt  &  l'ESCVD,) 

INSURANCE, 

188  GRAVIER  STREET,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

REPRESENTING  THE  FOLLOWING  AflERICAN  AND  FOREIGN  COHPANIES  : 

ASSETS. 

AETNA  INSURANCE  CO.,  of  Hartford,          -        -         -  $10,847,816 

HOME  INSURANCE  CO.,  of  New  York,       ....  9,159.886 

HARTFORD  INSURANCE  CO.,  of  Hartford,    -         -         -  8,645,736 

LANCASHIRE  INSURANCE  CO.,  of  Manchester,  England,  in  I .  S.,  2,294,986 

WESTERN  ASSURANCE  CO.,  of  Toronto,  Canada,           -         -  1,642,001 

ORIENT  INSURANCE  CO.,  of  Hartford,          -         -         -  2,695,564 

GEORGIA  HOME  INSURANCE  CO.,  of  Columbus,          -         -  1,158,812 

EMPLOYERS'  LIARILITY,  (Accident)  of  London,  in  U.  S.,  1,124,130 

AMERICAN  SURETY  CO.,  of  New  York,  ....  4,024,196 
HARTFORD  STEAM  BOILER  INSPECTION  &  INSURANCE  CO., 

of  Hartford,                     -  1,955,254 

METROPOLITAN  PLATE  GLASS,  of  New  York,   -         -         -  427,527 

LOSSES  ADJUSTED  AND  PAID  IN  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Dwelling  House  Furniture,  Sugar  Houses,  Gin  Houses,  Saw  Mills,  Country- 
Stores  and  Stocks  of  Merchandise  insured  in  strong,  prompt  paying 
Companies  at  Current  Rates. 

Personal  Inspection  Made  and  Insurance  arranged  without  Extra 

Cost  to  Owners. 

THE   AMEEICAIT   SUEETY  COMPAUX 

makes  BONDS  of  all  kinds,  viz.:   Fidelity,  Judicial  and  Official,  including  contractor's,  execu- 
tor's, appeal  and  attachment  bonds.    All  except  FIDELITY  Bonds  are  made  promptly 
in  New  Orleans  by  resident  TRUSTEES.    Don't   ask  your  friends  to  become 
your  security,  but  apply  to  the  AMERICAN  SURETY  COMPANY  for  your  bonds. 


PETER  F.  PESCUD,  Agent. 


A.  A.  WOODS. 


WALTER  SC<  >TT. 

ESTABLISHED  1S68. 


L.  H.  POO  WINE. 


A.  A.  WOODS  &  CO. 


General  Insurance  Offices 


301  (Old  No.  37)  Carondelet  Street,  cor.  Gravier, 


OPPOSITE   COTTON  EXCHANGE, 


NEW  ORLEANS. 


DWELLING  AND  Sl*(iAR  IIOI  SE  RISKS  ESPECIALLY  SOLICITED. 


AD.  BOCQl'ET. 


ALLEN  MEHLE. 


ROCQUET  ,f  MEIILE, 

GENERAL  INSURANCE  AGENCY, 

New  No.  325  (Old  No.  76)  B&RONNE  ST. 

All  classes  of  risks  written  at  lowest  current  rates. 
Prompt  adjustments. 

Losses  paid  in  New  Oilcans. 


T  ELEPHONE  1436. 

JANVIER    &    MOSS.  Limited, 

 ZXS  Ull.  1  XI  E,  

53  BARONNE  ST.,      NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

RICE  &  McCONNICO, 

INSURANCE  AGENTS, 

No.  409  (Old  67)  Carondelet  St., 

T^EW    ORLEANS,         -  LA. 


Vm.M.  ^ileyfCo. 

FIRE  AND 
MARINE 

INSURANCE 

No.  39  CARONDELET  STREET. 

PHOENIX,  OF  HARTFORD. 

ROYAL  OF  LIVERPOOL. 

MARINE,  OF  LONDON. 


Desirable  Risks  of  Every  Class  Written  at 
Lowest  Current  Rates. 


WILLIAM  A.  BRAND.  EDWAKIJ  LIVINGSTON. 

BRAND  &  LIVINGSTON, 

Successors  to  W,  a.  ItliAND  and  IKAAfJSON  &  LIVINGSTON, 

GENERAL  IKSURANGE  AGENCY, 

No.  831  (Old  No.  195)  Gravier  St., 
Bet.  Caronde'et  and  Garonne  Sts.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

THE  MUTUAL 

h\k  In$ur^nce  Co. 

OF  NEW  YORK. 


Post  &  Bowles,  Managers, 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


H.  GARDES,  President. 


W.  W.  GIRAULT,  Cashier. 


No.  47  CAMP  ST.,      NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

DIBECTOBS  = 

W.  B.  THOMPSON,  of  W.  B.  Thompson  &  Co. 
JULIUS  KEIFFBR.  of  Keiffer  Bros. 

W3I.  H.  RENAUD,  Jno.  I.  Adams  &  Co. 
T.  DUMAS,  Furniture. 

E.  C.  FENNER,  Carriages  and  Harness. 
H.  GARDES.  W.  W.  GIRAULT. 

UNION  CASUALTY 

&  SURETY  COMPANY, 

OF  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 


EDWIN  SHELBY, 

Manager  Southern  Department,   NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Arkansas,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Louisiana, 
Indian  and  Oklahoma  Territories. 

ORGANIZED  IN  1845.  PURELY  MUTUAL. 

THE  HEW  YORK  LIFE  MCE  CO. 

OF  NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 

JOSEPH  DINKELSPIEL, 

GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  LOUISIANA. 
Office,  Morris  Building.      New  Orleans. 


CHAS.  STODDART  &  CO., 

Ship  Brokers  and  Commission  Apts, 

36  Carondelet  St.,      New  Orleans,  La. 

THE  STANDARD  MARINE  INS.  CO.,  Ltd. 

Liverpool  Agency,  STODDART  BROS. 

Cable  Address,  "Stoddarts,  New  Orleans." 

L.   MONRO  SE, 

FIRE  TORNADO,  MARINE, 

Life,  Accident  Insurance. 

30  Carondelet  St.,         NEW  ORLEANS. 

REPRESENTING 
COMMERCIAL  UNION  ASSURANCE  CO.,  Ltd. 
THE  GREENWICH  INSURANCE  CO.,  N.  Y. 

LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION. 

W.  C.  Lyman,        C.  B.  Stroudback.       Edw.  Newman. 

LYMAN,  STROUDBACK  &  NEWMAN, 


No.  821  (Old  No.  189)  Gravier  St. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
ALFRED  LeBLANC, 

AGENT  FOR 

HARRISON  LINE  OF  STEAMERS, 

 AND  

LONDON  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION, 

FIRE  AND  nARINE  INSURANCE. 

195  GRAVIER  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

!E>.   O.   BOX  112. 

M.  N.  WISDOM.  FRANK  L.  LEVY. 

EQUITABLE 

Life  Insurance  Society 

OF    THE   XT.  S. 


-wisdoim:  &  LEVY, 

General  Agents. 

No.  37  Carondelet  St.,      New  Orleans. 


F 


CHARLES  HEIDER, 


Improved  Patent  Swinging  Harness,  Fire- 
men's Hats,  Belts,  Spanners,  Rubber 
Boots  and  Coats, 

rxiponsis  -v  spi:ciAi/rv. 
No.  1119  Magazine  St.,       New  Orleans,  La. 


Q.  Lo  CRANDALL  CO., 
FIRE  and  LIFE  INSURANCE, 

New  No.  134  Carondelel  St.,    X(1v  Orleans. 

RESIDENT  AGENTS  FOR 

Milwaukee  Mechanics'  Ins  Co.,  of  Milwaukee.  Inc.  is.v.\ 

r,  Asset*,  $i.,.i.j*.i.:,i;i.u.i 

Prussian  Nat  al  Ins.  Co.,  of  Stettin,  < t  inany.  Inc.  is-i.-,. 

Home  Life  Ins.  Co.,  of  New  York,  Inc.  iuoV"'  'S  "  t0 

Assets.  «s  nsr..:«;-»  -.'i; 

All  Losses  pa i 1 1  promptly.  Total  Assets,  *r^Tf|(i>liI3o' 


CHAS.  E.  BLACK.  CHAS.  H.  BLACK. 

Gfi-LS.  E.  BLflGK&JSOX, 
GENERAL  INSURANCE  AGENCY, 

334  [Old  No.  o«]  ( AROXDELET  ST., 
BACK  OFFICE, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

GENERAL  MANAGER  FOR  LOUISIANA, 

MUTUAL  RESERVE  FUND  LIFE  ASSOCIATION 

OF   NEW  YORK, 
Room  9,  MASONIC  TEMPLE, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


JNO.  R.  FELL 


HAKRY  K.  J<  UIXHU.V. 


TELEPHOITE   -44 1. 

FELL  &  JOHNSON, 

FIRE  INSURANCE, 

46  CAMP  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

REPRESENTING 

Phrnix  I Hi» nr» ncc  Co.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 
Northern  Assurance  Co,,  of  London. 
Commercial  Union  Assurance  Co,,  of  London. 


JOS.  L.  SI'ORL,  %'t, 

mm  co.,  of 

EDW.  J.  SPORL,  Manager. 

Royal  Street  and  Lafayette  Avenue. 

M.   L.   COHN,  General  Agent, 

A  czo  I  ork  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Cotton  ExcliiiiiKv  Buililiu<{,      New  Orleans,  La. 


Manufacturers'  Agents  and 
Brokers. 


Life  Insurance  Investments  Negotiated. 

F'oheli'S  Loaned  on  or  Bought  for  fash. 
F.  F.  CLA  USSEN  <S-=  CO,,    st"t«  National  Bank 

Bulldins. 
COMMON-  STREET. 
SEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

J  AS.  PREVOST,  Representing 
The  CONTINENTAL  and  WESTCHES- 
TER FIRE  INS.  CO.'SofNew  York. 

135  CRAVIER  STREET,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

M.  L.  NAVRA, 
GENERAL  INSURANCE  AGENCY, 
1!»0  Gravier  Street,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

CHAS.  DITTMAXX,  Now  Orleans.  1.  O.  I"  UirioX,  New  York. 

GEO.  0.  GORDON  &  CO.,   13s  c«w«-  St.,  N  o.. 

AftKNTS  FOR 

Messrs.  ED.  JOHNSTON,  SON  oc  CO.,  London, 
nessrs.  ED.  JOHNSTON  &  CO.,    Rio  Janeiro  &  Santos. 


EMMANUEL  E.  PKEVOST,  &■«.&'«««-*.//<•«/, 
Compagnie  Qenerale  Transatlantique 
French  Line  flail  Steamers. 

45  Baronne  Street, 


New  Orleans,  La. 


SAM.  HENDERSON'S  SOS  &  CO. 


Fire,  Tornado  and  Accident  Insurance. 

196  GRAVIER  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


^IMPORTERS, 
WH9LESALE  DRUGGISTS 

MANUFACTURING 


E.J.HART§C- 


A  HO 

PC//?£  DAC/GS 

OLD  NUMBERS 

\     NEW  ,...»  v  


NEW  DRUG  STORES 

FURNISHED  COMPLETE 
I 

J  REPARATIONS 

URUGGists  sOndRIEO 
etc  etc. 
.77-79  TCHOUPITOULASSt 

535-539.....".  »   '.>.  • 


No.  300  Gsv.mp  Street, 


(OLD  NO.  46.) 


New  Orfe&njs,  La. 


W.  H.  BYRNES,  President.  JOHN  T.  GIBBONS,  Vice  President. 

J.  J.  FITZPATRICK,  Secretary.  JAMES  WALSH,  Inspector. 

FINLAY,  DICKS  &  CO., 
WHOLESALE  DRUGGISTS  AND  IMPORTERS, 

DEALERS  IN 

Drugs,  Chemicals,  Surgical  Instruments  and  Appliances, 
Druggists'  Sundries,  Patent  Medicines,  etc. 

Proprietors   of  DICK'S   MUL-EN-OL  AND  CHILIFUGE,  MARSDEN'S 
PECTORAL  BALM,  and  FINLAY'S  PREPARATIONS. 

CORNER  MAGAZINE  mid  ORAVIER  STREETS,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


TKq  Illinois  QwftnA  K&ilrmd. 

i^^jfcjj^^     The  popular  Through  Line 
jSp   ■  ■■  S^b^" >  between  New  Orleans  and 

^^ijpt^'  the  North  and  Northwest. 

Shortest  and  Quickest  Route  from 

New  Orleans  to  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Memphis,  Kansas  City,  etc. 

PULLMAN  PALACE  SLEEPING  CARS  THROUGH  WITHOUT  CHANGE. 
THE    NEW   ORLEANS   AND  CHICAGO  LIMITED  IS  A  SOLID  VESTIBULED 
TRAIN,  GAS  LIGHTED,  WITH  ALL  MODERN  IMPROVEMENTS. 

NO  EXTRA  CHARGE  FOR  FAST  TIME  OR  IMPROVED  SERVICE. 


J.  T.  HARAHAN.  2nd  Vice  President.  T.  J.  HUDSON,  Traffic  Manager, 

M.  C.  MARKHAM,  Asst.  Traffic  Manager.        A.  H.  HANSON,  G.  P.  A. 
F.  B.  BOWES,  A.  G.  P  A.  WM.  MURRAY,  G.  S.  P.  A. 

JOS.  LENES,  WALTER  V.  CROUCH,  CHRIS.  V.  HAILE, 

President.  Secretary.  Superintendent. 


PROGRESS,  ECONOMY,  WEALTH. 

'ew  ©pleani)  if  ifc 
©appollton  l^ailpoad  @o. 

OFFICES:  COR.  DUBLIN  AND  JEANNETTE  STS. 

NEAR  CARROLLTON  AVE.,  SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 
ISTEIW    ORLEANS,  3L-A_. 


A  Straight  Line 


M.  MACHECA,  Pres-t.         J.  TORRE,  Vice  Prest 
JOHN  MACHECA,  Manager. 


The  Queen  &  Crescent  Route  is  the 
direct  Line  to  Meridian,  Tuscaloosa,  Bir- 
mingham, Atlanta,  Chattanooga,  Harriman, 
Knoxville,  Lexington,  Cincinnati  and  the 
North,  West  and  East. 

Superb  Vestibuled  Trains  to  the  above 
points.  Complete  through  Sleeping  Car 
service.  Most  picturesque  scenery  in  the 
South. 

Be  sure  your  tickets  read,  via  the 

Queen  &  Crescent  Route, 
R.  H.  Garrett,  A.  Q.  P.  A. 

210  St.  Charles  St.,       New  Orleans,  La. 


NEW  ORLEANS, 

BELIZE, 

ROYAL  MAIL 

AND 

CENTRAL  AMERICAN 
STEAMSHIP  COMPANY, 

LIMITED. 

nsririrw  oeleajnts,  x.^. 

Cable  Address,  "  Macheca  "  A.  B.  C.  Code. 


Qrhlf  Ports  Line. 


Regular  Steamers  from  New  Orleans  to 

Liverpool,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bordeaux,  Dunkirk, 
Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Hamburg,  Barcelona, 
Malaga  and  Genoa. 

Through  bills  of  ladings  to  all  points  in  the 

Mediterranean  and  Adriatic,  Norway,  Sweden, 
Denmark  and  Russia. 

£££"CIAI>  fACiUTl££  f*0&  v^P^hirNC  6oob£  CJ^WX 
BOSS,  HOWIE   &c  MEEEOW, 

MANAGERS. 

840  GRAVIER  STREET,  NEW  ORLEANS.  STRAND,  GALVESTON. 

BANK  BUILDING,  PENSACOLA.  42  ST.  MICHAEL  STREET,  MOBILE. 


A.  W.  CRAM  DELL.  W.  H.  BOFINGER. 

President.  Vice  Pres.  and  Treas. 

J.  J.  FOWLER,  Secretary  and  Gen' I  Manager. 


THE  GREAT  SOUTHERN 

TelepKone  M  Tele^r&pK  £o. 

1ST  E  ^KT    ORLEANS,    Xj  -A.  . 


R.  E.  CRAIG,  President. 

A.  BALDWIN',  Vice-President. 

L.  H.  GARDNER,  Superintendent. 

R.  L  MACMURDO,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


NEW  ORLEANS 

WATER  WORKS  CO., 

49  and  51  Baronne  Street,      New  Orleans,  La. 


West  India  &  Pacific  Steamship  Co.,  Ltd. 
Royal  Mail  Passenger  Steamers. 

This  Company  owns  Fifteen  of  the  most  modern  type  of 
Steamers  up  to  8,000  tons  burthen. 

Electric  Lights  and  all  modern  conveniences. 

Sailings  every  week  to  Liverpool,  England,  direct. 

Saloons  amidships.    First-class  Saloon  accommodation  only. 

Arrangements  can  be  made  for  tours  through  England,  France, 
Switzerland,  Italy  or  any  part  of  the  Comment  of  Europe  in 
connection  with  Messrs.  Thos.  Cook  &  Sons.  Returning 
either  direct  to  New  Orleans  or  by  way  of  the  West  Indies, 
Spanish  Main  or  Mexico. 

FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS,  APPLY  TO 

M.  J.  SANDERS,  Agent, 
Cotton  Exchange  Building,  New  Orleans. 


Ship  Brokers  and  Steamship  Agents, 

NEW  ORLEANS  AND  GALVESTON. 


Regular  Lines  of  First=class  Steamers  from  New  Orleans 
and  Galveston  to  Liverpool,  Havre  and  Bremen  Direct. 


Address  189  GRAY1ER  STREET,  NEW  0RLEANS,  LA. 

AND  AT  LONDON,  LIVERPOOL,  MANCHESTER,  HAMBURG,  ETC. 


L.  GRUNEWALD,  Sr. 

PROPRIETOR. 


Hotel  Grunewald. 

250  ROOMS. 

MODERN. 
STRICTLY  FIRST  CLASS. 

$l.O0  UPWARDS. 

SINGLE  or  EN-SUITE, 
BATHS  ATTACHED. 

LIGHTED  BY 

GAS  and  ELECTRICITY. 
STEAM  HEATED. 

BARONNE,  NEAR  CANAL  ST., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Hotel  Denechaud 

Carondelet  &  Perdido  Sts. 
New  Orleans,  La. 


American  and  European  Plans. 


REMODELED  WITH  ALL  THE 
LATEST  IMPROVEMENTS. 


E.  F.  DENECHAUD  &  SON, 


Proprietors. 


OTEL  ^CHMITT, 


( Formerly  St.  James  Hotel.) 

European  r'j^vrs . 

RESTAURANT  and  BAR 

ON  GROUND  FLOOR. 

ACCOMMODATIONS  FIRST  CLASS. 

CENTRALLY  LOCATED  FOR  COMMERCIAL  TRAVELERS. 
ELECTRIC  BELLS  THROUGHOUT. 
TELEPHONE  206.  ELEVATOR  IN  HOTEL. 

JOHN  SCHniTT,  Proprietor. 

38,  40,  42  and  44  Magazine  Street,         NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


SIMON  GUMBEL.  ISIDORE  HECHINGER. 

W-JI,  H.  LENGSFIELD.  HORACE  GUMBEL. 

S.  GUMBEL  &  CO., 

Cotton  and 
Sugar  Factors 

AND 

Commission 

rierchants. 

192  GRAVIER  STREET, 

Mm  QRLrEARS,  M. 

Liberal  advances  made  on  Consignments, 

W*.  C.  FLOWER.  B.  M.  KING.  O.  L.  PUTNAM. 

FLOWER, 

KING  &  ^ 
PUTNAM, 

Cotton  and 
Commission 
Merchants, 

216  GRAVIER  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


MILLIKEN  &  FARWELL, 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

135  GRAVIER  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

RICHARD  MILLIKEN. 
CHARLES  A.  FARWELL. 


ZJEHMA1?  BROS.,  LJEUMAX,  DUItli  &  CO. 

Neiv  York.  Montr/ornery,  Ala. 

LEHMAN,  STERN  h  CO., 

LIMITED, 

(ollon  Factors 

AND 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

COR.  GRAVIER  &  BARONNE  STS., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


31.  UILLfti.  A.  I.  LKVEJilVH.  A.  G1LLIS, 

(rlLLIS,  LEV  ERICH  &  CO., 

.»imv»Mr»  to  >H  It  VI'  *  OILLIS, 

Cotton  Factors  and 

Commission  Merchants. 

No.  ll>7  Gravier  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

UEHRMAXX  &  LOELIGEB, 

COTTON  BROKERS, 
199  Gravier  Street,      New  Orleans. 

ZMI_  LZET^y  <fc  SONS, 
COTTON  FACTORS 

 AND  

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

194  and  196  Gravier  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

fJWIl,  BELL  %  CO., 


Cotton  Buyers 


No.  37  Perdido  St.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 


303  BarQnne  Street,     New  Orleans. 


L.  CHRIST, 

COTTON  BROKER, 

62  BARONNE  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

HENRY  ABRAHAM.  J.  H.  ABRAHAM. 

H.  ABRAHAM  &  SON, 

COTTON  FACTORS  AND 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS. 
<  or.  Gravier  and  Baronne  Sts., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


IF*.   O.  Box 
841. 


E.  Allgeyer  &  Co., 

COTTON  BUYERS. 

2  1  2  Gravier  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

JULIUS  WEIS  &  CO., 

COTTON  FACTORS 

 AND  

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

830  COMMON  and  811  GRAVIER  STS, 
NEW  ORLEANS. 


W.  B.  THOMPSON. 


PERCY  L.  MoCAY. 


W.  B.  THOMPSON  &  CO., 

Cotton  Factors  and 

Commission  Merchants, 

No.  34  Perdido  St.,         New  Orleans. 


CLASON  &  CO. 

Cotton  Buyers, 

194  Coeqiqoij  Street,     I^ew  Orleans. 

JOHN  MARTIN,  Paris,  Texas. 
FRANK  FITZHUGH,  New  Orleans. 

Member  New  York  Cotton  Exchange. 

TT.  B.  WISE.  Liverpool. 

Member  Liverpool  Cotton  Association. 

MARTIN,  WISE  &  FITZHUGH, 

Paris,  Tax.,  New  Orleans,  Liverpool,  Havre. 

Cotton  Exchange  Bldg.,   New  Orleans. 

WERNICKE  &  CO. 

GOT  TON  FACTORS, 

36  Carondelet  St.,        New  Orleans. 

RTJEGG  &  CO, 
COTTON  FACTORS. 

7 8 1  Gravier  Street,    NEW  OR L EA IV S. 

Address  for  Telegrams,  Ruegg,  New  Orleans. 

C.  HANSON  &  CO., 

COTTON  BI^OKlE^S, 
6  Varieties  Place,       New  Orleans. 


F.  MIMBE^MMMM, 
Cotton  Factor, 

54  UNION  ST.,     NEW  ORLEANS. 

J.  D.  PEET.  C.  P.  ELLIS. 

J.  D.  PEET  &  CO. 

COTTON  BROKERS 

COTTON  EXCHANGE  BUILDING, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

AUG.  STICK EN  &  CO.. 

COTTON  guVERS, 
40  Unian  Street,         New  Qrleans. 

H.  DeL.  VINCENT.  FRANK  B.  HAYNE. 

VINCENT  &  HAYNE, 
***  COTTON,  ^* 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

VICKSBURG,  MISS. 

DOBBINS  &  CO. 
Cotton  Buyers, 

914  Gravier  Street,      New  Qrleans. 


H.  BEER. 


B.  BEER, 


E.  II.  BRRIIIT, 


H.  &  B.  BEER, 

Cotton  ilerchants, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

MEMBERS  NEW  ORLEANS  COTTON  EXCHANGE. 
NEW  YORK 
LIVERPOOL 

PFERDMENGES^REYER& CO, 
COTTON  BUYERS. 

MAIN  HOUSE,  LIVERPOOL. 
NEW  ORLEANS  BRANCH : 

301)  BARON NE  STREET. 
Also  Branch  in  SAVANNAH,  GA. 


hugh  f.  Mcelroy. 


CHAS.  W.  BALDEY. 


IficLliolj  &  Go., 

COTTON  BROKERS, 

SU  COMMON  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA 


STEWART  BROS.  &  CO., 
COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 


-AND- 


COTTON  FACTORS. 

No.  836  Union  Street,      New  Orleans. 


COTTON  FACTORS 


AND 


General  Commission  Merchants, 


No.  38  PERDIDO  STREET, 

NEW   ORLEANS,  LA. 


TOWNSEND,  COWIE  &  CO., 
Cotton  factors, 

190  COMMON  STREET. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

STEINHARDT  ^  CO., 

EXPORTERS  OF 

COTTON  SEED  PRODUCTS 

AND  GRAIN. 

I^ew  Orleans,  La.     I^an^burg,  Ger. 


NEW  YORK 


NEW  ORLEANS. 


SAVANNAH. 


3^S.  LE^  rQcIiE^I]  5  CO., 

Cotton  Brokers, 

187  GRAYIER  ST.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 


A.  NORDEN  &  CO., 
Cotton  jfactors, 

220  Baronne  St.,       New  Orleans,  La. 

ROBERT  WOOLFENDEN  &  CO., 

COTTON  FACTORS, 

814  GRAYIER  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


EMMETT  &  PUECH, 
Cotton  Brokers, 

199  Gravier  Street,   New  Qrleans,  La. 

L.  G.  GIBERT.  U.  W.  CLAY. 

L.  G.  GIBERT  &  CO., 
BROKERS 

Stocks,  Bonds,  Grain,  Provisions  and 

G0TT0R  FUTURE  E0NTRAGTS. 

>o.  4  Yarieties  Place,     New  Orleans. 

FELIX  COUTURIE, 
Cotton  Exporter, 

559  Gravier  Street,     I^ew  Orleans. 


W.  H.  ZIEGLER  &  CO., 

PU°N,TE°DXC2^TON  BLDGS.,       COttOlt  $11^0, 

212  Gravier  Street,      New  Orleans,  La. 

H.  DESSOMMES, 

COTTON  BUYER, 

45  UNION  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

FERDINAND  GUMBEL&  CO. 

COTTON  FACTORS 

 AND  

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

.     No.  36  PERDIDO  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


43  ST.  TH0MAS  STREET, 

Bet.  Erato  and  Thalia, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA 


SOGKOJ0RTH,  TURNER  X  £0., 

COTTON  BUYERS, 

16  Union  Street,    New  Orleans,  La. 

JOSEPH    WEILL  &  BROS, 

COMMISSION  MEIt  V HANTS, 
P.  0.  Box  216,      New  No.  210  Decatur  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

TIRNEY,  HUME  &  CO., 

Cotton  Buyers  and  Brokers, 
43  UNION  ST.,     NEW  ORLEANS. 

SAM.  HYMAN.      JONAS  HILLER.       HARRIS  HYMAN. 

HYMAN,  HILLER  &  CO., 
COTTON  FACTORS 

 AND  

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

47  Union  Street,     New  Orleans. 


W.  F.  PTNCKARD.  c.  J.  MEYER. 

PINCKARD  &  MEYER, 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

49  UNION  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


CRESCENT  CITY 

inch]  MILL  CO, 

Nos.  li  la  19  Toulouse  St. 

/>< V:<. •ecu  Decatur  and  Cliartrcs  Streets, 
NEW  (  Ik  LEAN'S,  LA. 

Isaac  Levy's 

l?ice  Mill, 

436  to  Us  JULIA  STKEET, 

(Old  Nos.  io3  to  i io.  i 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

BLOOM  cVr  SUX, 

Sugar,  Molasses,  Rice  and  Coffee, 
5 5 MAGAZINE  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

J  AS.  A.  via  y A  ID, 

Purchasing  Commission  Merchant, 
KDtAK,  molasses  and  rick, 

37  North  Peters  Street,         P.  O.  Box  1769. 

DASPIT  &  LEVERT, 

GENERAL 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

39  DECATUR  STREET, 

Look  Box  329.  NEW  ORLEANS, 

Liberal  advances  made  011  Consignments  of  Sugar, 
Molasses,   Kice,  Etc. 

•£      NATIONAL  # 

Rice  Milling  Company 

10  and  12  Elysian  Fields  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


SECKIUCH  &  EJSEMAN, 


HANDLED  FROM  PLANTATIONS  DIRECT. 

230  io  2.5s  Decatur  Street, 

410  Io  41s  Bienville  Street, 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Orleans  Rice  fylill, 

JOHN  FOERSTEH,  Proprietor. 

Nos.  156  to  162  Magazine  Street, 

Corner  Notre  Dame  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

P.  O.  Box  324.  Telephone  94-1. 

WILMOT  D.  PORCH EK,  Pres.       HENRY  C.  W  EST,  Sec  y. 
S.  B.  DANIEL,  Vice  Pres.,  Treas.  and  Manager. 

CONSOLIDATED  RICE  CO., 

31  North  Peters  St.,       NEW  ORLEANS. 

A.  SOCOLi,  SOCOLA  KICE  MILL, 

FOOT  OF  TOULOUSE  ST. 

Office,  138  DECATUR  ST., 
Telephone  590.  NEW  ORLEANS. 

UEO.  E.  SEARS.      Established  1HH3.     GEO.  E.  SEARS,  Jr. 

GEO.  E.  SEARS  &  SON, 

GRAIN  AND  RICE 

A  SPECIALTY  IN  ALL  BRANCHES. 
71  and  <<>  Poydras  St.,      New  Orleans. 

Liberal  aih'tim\'s  ///*?■/<.'  on  Shipments, 

c  *on$tj*itments  solicited. 


ERNST  &  COMPANY, 
IRicc  fllMllei-s, 

Cor.  Julia  and  Magazine  Streets, 

NEW  ORLEANS.  LA. 


Our  COLD  STORAGE  Facilities  for  Butter,  Cheese  anil  otner  Perishables  are  Unsurpassed. 
C.  PI.  LAWRENCE  CO., 

General  Commission  Merghants. 


68  to  72  (New  520  to  526)  Tchoupitoulas  St., 


New  Orleans,  La. 


feuc^  E.  Moore  sad  Co.,  commission 

820  GRAVIER  ST.,      NEW  ORLEANS.  MERCHA1 


NTS. 


S.  A.  TRUFANT  COMMISSION  CO., 

GRAIN,  FLOUR, 
COTTON   SEED  MEAL. 
Board  of  Trade-Room  3.  New  No.  321  Magazine  St. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

CABLE  ADDRESS  "  TRUFANT"       USE  ROBINSON'S  CIPHER, 
TELEPHONE  681  and  785. 


GEO.  MASPERO. 


J.  F.  WIGGINTON. 


MASPERO  &  WIGGINTON, 

LOUISIANA  MOLASSES -Exclusively, 

We  only  sell  to  the  Wholesale  Trade  and  in  not 
less  than  Five  Barrel  Lots. 

223  (Old  No.  41)  Decatur  St.,     New  Orleans. 

LEVERT,  BURGUIERES  &  CO., 

Successors  to  J.  B.  LEVERT, 


30  PERDIDO  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Tfie  NEW  0RkEMS  and 

Central  American  Sradii]g  Co. 


NEW  ORLEANS, 
LA. 


& 


BLUEFIELDS, 

NICARAGUA. 


JULIUS  FRIEDLANDER,  Manager. 


JOHN  WILSON. 


LUIGI  DELL'ORTO. 


JOHN  WILSON  &  CO., 

Bruit  Con]n]issioi]  IQercbarjts. 

AGENTS  FOR 

Nicaragua  Fruit  Co.  Line  to  Blueflelds. 

Columbia  Fruit  Co.  Line  to  Bocas  Del  Toro. 


15  DECATUR  ST. 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


AMERICAN  TRADING 

SOCIETY,  LIMITED, 

NEW  ORLEANS  AGENCY. 

Gazeteer,  New  York. 


CABLEADDR  ESSES: 


Gazeteer,  New  Orleans. 


E.  M.  S.  LANGHOFF. 


A.  C.  LANGHOFF. 


LANGHOFF  BROS., 

LOUISIANA  MOLASSES  &  SYRUPS, 

SUGAR  AND  RICE. 
210  to  218  Fulton  and  211  to  217  S.  Front  Sts. 

P.  0.  Box  269  NEW  ORLEANS.  Telephoiie,14flS 
W.  H.  MATTHEWS. 


GEO.  B.  MATTHEWS. 


WM.  H.  MATTHEWS  &  BRO, 

FLOUR,  RICE,  GRAIN  nil  FEED. 

No.  71  P0YDRAS  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


LEEDS       COo9  Limited, 
Comer  off  Howard  Av.  and  Comstainice  St. 


MASfFACTUREBS  OF 


STEAM  ENGINES,  BOILERS, 

SUGAR  MILLS,  SUGAR  KETTLES, 

Vacuum  pans,  Clarifiers,  Fitters,  Draining  machines,  Saw 
Mills,  Gin  gearing,  Furnace  mouths,  Grate  Bars 

COTTON  PRESSES,  &c. 


CHAS.  M.  WHITNEY,  Pres.  NEWELL  TILTON,  Manager.  Wfl.  J.  CUri/HNOS,  Sec.  and  Treas. 

VKilDQy  Iron  Vork$  ComP^E7 

Incorporated  May  19,  1883. 

Office:  181  Tchoupitoulas,  bet.  Julia  and  St.  Joseph  Sts. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

Diffusion  Apparatus,  Double  and  Triple  Effects,  Filter 
Presses,  Vacuum  Pans  and  Pumps,  Sugar  Mills, 
Engines,  Boilers,  Etc. 

Workmanship,  Material  and  Date  of  Delivery  Guaranteed. 

ZW  PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 
SPECIAL  FACILITIES  FOR  STEAMBOAT  AND  PLANTATION  MACHINERY  REPAIRS. 


THE  H.  HOLLER  MFG.  CO.,  l™„ 

DEALERS  IN 

STOVES   &  RANGES. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF^^__ 

PLAIN  AND  STAMPED  TINWARE. 

Agents  for  The  Alaska  Refrigerator. 

Reliable  Vapor  Stoves. 
Buck's  Brilliant  Stoves. 

HOUSE  FURNISHING  GOODS  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Sample  Rooms,  Nos.  55  and  57  CAMP  STREET. 

Factory,  Nos.  119  and  121  MAGAZINE  STREET. 


A^J^chvin^ &  Co . , 

COR.  CAMP  &  COMMON  STREETS. 
NEW  ORLEANS 

ARE  HEADQUARTERS  FOR 

&  Stoves,  Hardware, 
£J>3  Crockery, 

Glassware, 

House  Furnishing 
§3  Goods,  etc.,  etc. 


WAREHOUSE,  530  Natciies  Street. 


526  Poydras  Street,  near  Camp. 


Headquarters  in  Scuth  and  Southwest  for 

Building  and  Lining  Papers, 

Every  Variety 

CORRUGATED  IRON  ROOFING 
Painted  and  Galvanized. 
2  and  3  PLY  BUTT  HEAD  READY  ROOFING. 
GALVANIZED  SEAMLESS  MOUSE  GUTTER 
AND  CONDUCTORS,  ROOFING  FELT,  HAIR 
FELT,    ASBESTOS    SHEATHING,  ROOFING 
PITCH,  ASPHALT,  COAL  TAR,  Etc.,  Etc. 


F.  Jahncke, 


Established  1870. 


P&vin$  Contractor 

F0R  SCHILLINGER 
PATENT 
PAVEMENT. 

CEMENT  FLOORS  FOR  STORES, 
WAREHOUSES  and  SUGAR  HOUSES, 
GARDENS  and  SIDEWALKS  OF 
BRICK,  STONE  and  CEMENT. 

STREET  PAVING, 

BELGIUM  BLOCK 

and  VITRIFIED  BRICKS. 

•204  to  210  HOWARD  AVKM  E, 

Telephone  455.  NEW   ORLEANS,  LA. 

JII  WORK  or.lltAXTI.r.D. 

R.  J.  Downey, 

Slate  Roofer, 

IMPORTER  AND  DEALER  IN 

ALL  KINDS  OF  ROOFING  SLATE. 
Johnson's 

Central  Bangor  Slate 
a  Specialty. 

~£7=Contracts  taken  in  all  Southern  States. 

Send  for  prices  and  estimates. 

Office  509  St.  Charles  St.,  New  Orleans. 

P.  O.  Box  618. 


yilM  Brazil}, 

SLATER, 


IMPORTER  OF 


BANGOR  and  VERMONT 


ROOFING  SLATES, 


AND. 


English  Ridge  Tiles. 
Office  and  Yard,   41  Dauphiue  Street, 
NGW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

L  D.  Fielder, 

74  BARON NE  STREET. 
NEW  ORLEANS. 

ROOFING  and  PAVING 

CONTRACTOR 


PALISADE  CHEMICAL  WORKS, 

NEW  YORK, 

Anhydrous  Aqua  Ammonia. 


Maeioe  <&  Co09 

Plumbers', 

Steam  &  Gas  Fitters' 
Supplies. 

Foreign  and  Domestic 
Gas  and  Electric  Fixtures,  etc. 

163  to  171  BARON NE  ST. 

NEW   ORLEANS,   T>  A. 

Telephone,  196. 

/.  H.  Stauffer.        B.  F,  Eshleman,         Walter  R.  Stauffer. 

MID,  MM  k  Co. 

Successors  to  STAUFFEK,  MACREADT  it  00. 
Importers  and  Dealers  in. 

H^RDWRE, 

Cutlery,  Guns,  Pistols,  Iron,  Nails, 

Tin  and  Leaded-Plates,  Metals 
Oils,  Paints  and  Cordage. 
AGRICULTURAL  IMPLEMENTS. 

NO.  103  CHAMBERS  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 
ti  to  23  DORSIER  ST.      52  and  54  CUSTOMHOUSE  ST. 
511  and  513,  Old  No.  71  CANAL  STREET. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


IV.  It'.  SUMNER,  JOS.  A.  ZIMMERMANN, 

President  and  Manager.  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 


The  Sumnor  Building  Supply  Co.,  L't'i, 

DEALERS  IN 

Mantles,  Grates,  Tiles,  Terra  Cotta, 

CHIMNEY  TOPS,  FIVE  LINING, 

ART,  BEVELED,  PLATE  and  WINDOW  GLASS, 

and  General  Building  Specialties. 

Agents  for  Lowe  Bros.  High  Grade  House  Paints. 
Agents  for  Richardson  &  Boynton  Co.  Furnaces — Hot  Air, 
Hot  Water,  Steam. 


BARONNE  AND  UNION  STREETS, 

New  Orleans,  La. 

TEIEPHOira!  521 


ESTABLISHED  INCORPORATED 
1848.  7894. 


Riee,  Born  &  Co., 

CUTLERY,  STOVES,  ETC., 

WTOLESALEj^ 

SALESROOMS, 
77,  79  and  81  CAMP  STREET. 

WAREHOUSES, 

Erato  St.,  Tchoupitoulas  to  S.  Peters  Sts. 
NEW  YORK  OFFICE,  97  Chambers  St., 

New  Orleans,  La. 


O.  Walther, 


^  SCVVJiSSOH 


TO 


H.  WELLMANN, 


OFFICE- 
CORNER  BARONNE  AND  ST.  JOSEPH  STS., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

TELEPHONE  205. 

C.  W.  POHLMANN, 

CONTRACTOR  Al  BUILDER, 

New  No.  719  Baronne  Sti-eet, 

Between  Julia  and  Girod  Sts., 

Mew  Qrleans. 


Box  4o,  Mechanics,  Dealers 
and  Lumbermen's  Exchange 


ORDERS  PROMPTLY  ATTENDED  TO. 


ESTIMATES  CHEERFULLY  FURNISHED. 


C.  K.  LINCOLN, 
STEVEDORE, 

Office,  Sixth  St.  and  Levee, 

Telephone  960. 

Residence,  67  Ninth  St., 

Telephone  160. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

LOUIS  A.  GANTER  &  CO., 
ARCHITECTS  and  BUILDERS, 

Room  305,  Mechanics'  and  Traders'  Ins.  Co.  Bldg. 
Cor.  Common  and  Carondelet  Sts. ,       New  Orleans,  La. 


J.  HANNAH  &  CO., 

807  Gsmmsn  St.,     new  Orleans,  La. 

Estimates  Furnished,  on  all 

kinds  of  Building  Material. 

C.  S.  BURT,  President.  S.  S.  LEES,  Vice  President. 

A.  R.  BURT,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

O-  S.  BUET  CO, 


AND  MACHINERY  DEALERS. 

Best  Bagasse  Burner  in  the  world. 

The  Hollow  Blast  Grate. 

22  UNION  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS. 


GEO.  Ho  QRANOJEAN, 

CIVIL  ENGINEER  &  D.  S,  DEPUTY  SURVEYOR" 

Room  12,  Masonic  Temple,  New  Orleans. 

S.  G.  DEL'ISLE  &  CO., 

Architects  and  Civil  Engineers, 
Mechanics'  and  Traders'  Bldg. 

Elevator  Entrance,  175  Common  St. 


New  Orleans. 


CHAS.  J.  REYNES, 
ARCHITECT, 


Room  311, 
807  Common  Street, 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


B.  J.  SCHNEIDER 
-a  BUILDER  Br 

Hew  Ik  1950  Jackson  Avenue, 

NEW  BRLEflRS,  LA. 

Drawer  an,  Mechanics, 

Dealers  and  Lumbermen's  Exchange. 

W.  A.  BIRD,  ARCHITECT^ 

Office  SOS,  M.  <(■  T.  Ins.  Co.  BUhj, 
173  Common  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 


JOHN  H.  MURPHY, 

WORKS,    MAG-AZIIVE    &    GIROD  STREETS, 

MACHINE  SHOP  AND  BRASS  FOUNDRY. 

Coppersmiths  and  Sheet  Iron  Workers  fully  equipped  for  Engine  and  Steam  Pump  repairs,  Print- 
ing Press  repairs,  Gear  Cutting,  etc.    Carries  on  hand  a  Large  Stock  of  Wrought  Iron 
Pipe  and  Fittings,  Mill  and  Engineers'  Supplies,  Packing,  Hose,  Belting,  etc.    Brass  Work  of 
all  kinds— Lubricators,  Sight  Feed  Oilers.    Brass  Castings  to  order.    Hose  Couplings 
and  Suction  Baskets  and  Special  Work  for  the  Fire  Department. 


J.  J.  PAQUETTE, 

Patentee  and  Manufacturer  of 

PORTABLE  sr  NE05 

Underground  Air  Gas  Making  Apparatus, 

Manufactory  and  Office,  1(!6  Camp  St., 
Telephone  76.         NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

L.  EICHHORN, 

Ornamental  Cornices,  Sheet  Metal  Works, 
Skylights,  Gutters,  Pipes,  Tin  Roofing,  etc. 

Residence  and  Works,  New  No.  i7i8Tulane  Av. 

THE  J.  E.  COMELL  IRON  WORKS, 

Formerly  MIHS  IRON  WORKS, 

MACHINISTS,  ENGINEERS, 

BRASS  &  IRON  FOUNDERS 

New  Nos.  1207-1213  S.  Peters  St., 

Telephone  1100.  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Orders  for  Repairs  promptly  attended  to. 


FIERCY  J.  STAKELUM, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 

STEAM  BOILERS, 

Copper,  Brass  and  Sheet  Iron  Work, 
of  every  description. 

Main  Office  &  Works,  Calliope  &  S.  Peters  Sts. 

Branch  Shop,  414-41S  St.  Joseph  St.,       New  Orleans. 

Southern  Lone  Star  Broom  &  Brush  Factorv 

B.  LESHEP,  Prop., 
188  Tchoupitoulas  Street,   New  Orleans. 

C.B.Emmerich,     Ceo  H.  Dunbar,     W.  Conseil, 

PRESIDENT.        VICE-PRESIDENT.  SECRETARY. 

American  CM  I SMF1  WORKS,  Ltd, 

TIN"  C-A-USTS 
OIL  TANKS  &  SHEET  HETAL  GOODS, 

27,  29  and  31  Elysian  Fields  St., 
Telephone  1023.         NEW  ORLEANS. 


JOHN  H.  MURPHY, 

COPPER,  BRASS  AM)  IRON  WORKS, 

Manafactarer  ef  SUGAR  MMMRERY  QF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

Nos.  123  to  131  MAGAZINE  STREET,  CORNER  GIROD, 
P.  O.  Box  1743.  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


ESTIMATES  FURNISHED  ON  APPLICATION. 


W.  W.  SUMNER,  President  and  Manager 

JOS.  A.  ZIMMERMANN,  Secy  and  Treasurer. 

THE 

SUMNER  BUILDING  SUPPLY  CO., 

LI3HTKD, 

Successors  to 

The  Buhler  Building  Supply  Co.,  Ltd. 


DEALERS  IN 


CHDIXEY  TOTS,  FLUE  LININGS 

Art,  Beveled,  Plate  sal  Window  Glass. 

Baronne  and  Union  Streets, 

TellliOIie     NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


JOHN  GROTE,  Agent, 

TENNESSEE  COAL  and  IKON  CO., 

28  CARONDELET  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

w.  iu:k\ai{i  >. 

402  CONTI  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS. 


W.  G.COYLE&'CO. 
COAL, 

Office,  New  No.  323  Carondelet  Street, 
YARD,  RACE  AND  LEVEE  STS., 

rreleg^e     N£W  ORLEANS. 


Teutonic  In^ur^ncQ  ComP^nJ^ 

217  C^IVC^  STEEET, 

CAPITAL,  $250,000.  ASSETS,  $495,000. 

ANNUAL  RECEIPTS  FROM  PREMIUMS,  $495,000. 

FIRE,  RIVER  AND  MARINE  RISKS. 

ALBERT  P.  NOLL,  Pres.       H.  R.  GOGREVE,  Vice  Pres.       GEO.  MEYER,  Sec'y. 

DIRECTORS: 

F.  JAHNCKE, 
JULIUS  KEIFFER, 
J.  H.  KELLER, 
C.  H.  MILLER, 
J.  E.  RENGSTORFF, 
W.  B.  SCHNEIDER, 
C.  H.  SCHENC.:, 
A.  P.  NOLL. 


H.  BUDDIG, 
J.  B.  CAMORS, 
M.  FRANK, 
H.  F.  KLUMPP, 
NICK.  MILLER, 
LOUIS  RUCH, 
H.  SCHULZE, 
H.  WELLMAN, 


R.  FROTSCHER, 
C.  B.  FISHER, 
S.  HYMAN, 
ISAAC  LEVY, 
FRANK  RODER, 
JOSEPH  BUHLER, 
J.  G.  SPER, 
H.  R.  GOGREVE, 


CHARLES  A,  ORLEANS 


DESIGNER  AND  CONTRACTOR  OF 


'CEMETERY  VAULTS  AND  MAUSOLEUM  A  SPECIALTY. 
36  Carondelet  Street,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


THE  CONTRACTOR  OF  THE  FIREMEN'S  MONUMENT. 


Via.  H.  P.  Boyer, 

Successor  to  J'lEItRE  liOYER, 

UNDERTAKER, 

1  14  Rampart  Street, 

Bet.  St.  Louis  aiid  Toulouse  Sts. 


Funeral  Requisites  Furnished  at  the  Shortest 
Notice  on  Most  Reasonable  Terms. 


Orders  received  through  Telephone  No.  623 
promptly  executed. 


A.  LABAT. 


Telephone 


JOS.  RAY. 


LABAT  &  RAY, 

UNDERTAKER 

No.  310  Rampart  St.,  Bet.  Barracks  and 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Carriages  to  Hire  always  ready  for  Balls,  Parties,  Etc. 


Successor  to 

P.  DUFORT, 


GUILLAUME  MOTHE, 
95  (TNewLN°„US8f7.f '    UNDER  TAKER, 

CARRIAGES  TO  HIRE  AT  ALL  HOURS.      Telephone.  710. 

MBS.  A.  LEITZ, 

Hearses  and  Carriages  for  Hire  at  all  Hours. 

Funerals  attended  to  in  person  by  a  Prac- 
tical and  Skillful  Undertaker. 

Orders  by  Telephone  No.  135  will  receive  prompt  attention. 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

825  (New  No.  2409)  Tchoupitoulas  St., 

Bet.  First  and  Second,        NEW  ORLEANS,  LA; 


OFFICE  TELEPHONE  82. 


YARD  TELEPHONE  33 


R.  J.  WHANN, ) 
R.  W.  TYLER,  I 


,  New  Orleans. 


C.  JUTTE  &  CO., 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  CO. 


L.  S.  WIDNEY,  Manager. 


WMM  X  JUTTE, 
COAL  MERCHANTS, 


PITTSBURGH  COAL 


WHOLESALE    AND  RETAIL. 


149  CARONDELET  ST., 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


DAVID  ZABLE, 

67  CARONDELET  ST. 

409  new  no. 


CITY  DEPARTMENT; 


CITY  YARDS: 
Foot  of  Robin  SI  n  et, 

"    "  llcsirc 
Cor.  Magazine  A  Valence  s 


WOOD,  SCH/4EID£U  &  CO., 


Coal  Merchants. 


Steamships,  Steamboats,  Plantations,  Rice  Mills, 
Cotton  Presses,  Foundries,  Dealers  and 
Families  Supplied. 

43  CARONDELET  ST.        COAL  YARD,  FOOT  RACE  ST.,  ON  LEVEE 
ZLSnEJ-W  OIRLZE^lSrS,  Ij_A._ 

TELEPHONE  576. 


FEED,  WOOD,  COAL  and  COKE 


WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 


OTTO    T T I O  \ I A  X , 


 DEALEK  IX  


1925  to  1929  CAMP  STREET. 


Opposite  Magazine  Market. 


ANTHRACITE  COAL,  ALL  SIZES. 


TELEPHONE  181. 


JOHN  CATRANO, 

Cement  Work,  ScMlltapr  Patent  Pavement 

516  (OLD  NO.  10)  TOULOUSE  ST., 
Bet.  Chartres  and  Decatur,    New  Orleans,  La. 

Cement  Floors  for  Stores  and  Warehouses. 

BRICK  AND  FLAG  WORK. 

Orders  promptly  attended  to  and  Satisfaction  Gnarayitccd. 

JULIUS  MEYER, 
PAPER  WAREHOUSE, 

WHOLESALE  DEALER  IN 

STATIONERY,  BLANK  BOOKS, 
TWINE,  ETC. 

New  No.  313  Magazine  St.,         New  Orleans. 


J.  WATTS  KEARNY- 


WARREN  KEARNY- 


J.  WATTS  KEARNY  &  SON, 

73  and  75  GRAVIEK  STREET, 
Telephone  905.  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Lime  Tar  Lubricating  Oils 

Brick  Pitch  Burning  Oils 

Cement  Rosin  Axle  Grease 

Plaster  Oakum  Sulphur 

PAINTS,  PAINT  OILS,  &c. 

CRESCENT  PAPER  BOX  FACTORY, 

KINGrEL  &  LEVY,  Proprietors. 

FOLDING  BOXES 

AND  CARTOONS  OF  ALL 

DESCRIPTIONS  TO  ORDER. 

543  Magazine  Street,       New  Orleans. 

hugh  j.  Mcdonald, 

MARBLE  WORKS. 

Washington  and  S.  Franklin  Sis., 

NEW  ORLEANS. 
Tomb  Bailding  a  Specialty. 


HEATH,  SCHWARTZ  &  CO., 

WALL  PAPER, 

MATTING,  SHADES,  ETC. 

HOUSEHOLD  DECORATIONS. 
116  CAMP  STREET, 
Telephone  139.    NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

A.    HILL  ANNAN, 

Formerly  with  J.  Davidson  Hill  &  Co. 

Welsh  and  American  Slates,  Slats, 

Office  and  Yard,  no  Carondelet  St., 
Depot,  184  Carondelet  St.,      NEW  ORLEANS. 

ALBERT  WEIBLEN, 

Designer  and  Contractor  of 

Monumental,  Statuary 

and  Building  Works, 

Cemetery  Vaults  and  Mausoleum  a 
specialty. 

824  BAKONNE  AND  824  JULIA  STREETS. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

TOZMI-  STEEN, 
-^SLATERH- 

AND  DEALER  IN 

BANGOR  AND  SEA  GREEN  SLATE, 

Yard,  New  .No.  1631  Gasquet  St. 

K&ESSMiiS:    NEW  ORLEANS. 


Orders  for  Slating  and  Repairing  Executed  with  Dispatch. 


ONO=IiILLER.  CO, 


LIMITED. 


'1  imiiuiuiiuu! 

NAVAL  STORES,  OILS, 
96  Magazine  St.,       NEW  ORLEANS. 


tJOHN  P.  SCHEO, 


Horse  Shoer 


358  SO.  PETERS  ST., 

Between  Thalia  and  Hunter. 
NEW  ORLEANS. 


Horse  Shoeing  Done  with  Neatness  and  Dis- 
patch, also  Cotton  Hooks  made  a 
Specialty. 


WILLIAM  ROQUES, 

PRACTICAL  HORSE  SHOER, 

103  ELYSIAN  FIELDS  STREET, 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

All  Lame,  Interfering  and  Hoof-Bound  Morses, 
and  Quarter  1  rack.,  are  permanently  cured  on  a  new 
and  improved  principle.  Horse  Shoeing  being  a  most 
important  operation,  it  is  necessary  that  all  horse 
shoers  should  thoroughly  understand  the  structure  and 
diseases  of  the  foot.  The  improper  mode  of  shoeing 
is  often  the  cause  of  lameness  in  horses  and  frequently 
generates  many  diseases  in  the  foot,  all  of  which  is 
actually  attributed  to  the  ignorance  and  want  of  capac- 
ity and  skill  on  the  part  of  the  shoer.  I  would  respect- 
fully call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  this  fact.  All 
causes  of  lameness  in  the  feet,  such  as  Corns,  Ouarter 
Corns,  Center  Cracks,  Nails  in  the  Foot,  Crease  in  the 
Heels,  Cjuittors,  etc.,  treated  carefully  and  properly. 

TROTTERS  AND  PACERS  A  SPECIALTY. 

Horses  and  Mules  sent  for  to  all  parts 
of  the  City. 


Joseph  Scfylitartz, 

Manufacturer  of 

Barouches,  Buggies, 
and  Spring  Wagons. 

Dealer  in 

Carriage,  Wagon  and 
Cane  Cart  Materials. 

Agent  for 

Blue  Milburn,   Tennessee  and 
Studebaker  Farm  Wagons, 

ALSO,   A   GENERAL  ASSORTMENT 
OF  ROAD  CARTS. 

41  to  47  PERDIDO  STREET,     NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Peter  Kerber9 

Blacksmith 

amid 

Wheelwright, 

HORSESHOEING  DONE  IN  THE  MOST 
APPROVED  MANNER. 

1384  Tcr  (ToapiiLOaf  as  St. 
New  No.  4112.      Near  Milan  St. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


BOBET  BROTHERS, 

DEALERS  IN 

OAK  STAVES 

FOR  FOREIGN  EXPORT. 
Ger.  ST.  JAMES  MS  S0UTH  PETERS  STS. 

OPPOSITE  POST  34,  FIRST  DISTRICT, 

USTE^W  OELEA1TS. 


F.  FISCHER,  President.  C.  B.  FISHER,  Vice  President  and  Manager. 

T.  J.  FISCHER,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Capital  $250,000.  Established  1865. 


FISHER  KIABER  f  K?d.  QO 


LIMITED. 


CYPRESS  LUMBER 

.A.  .  SPECIALTY. 


Band  Sawed,  Rough  or  Dressed.  Shipments  by  Rail,  Sea  or  River. 


Picayune  Saw  and  Planing  Mills. 


OFFICE,  MILLS  AND  YARDS: 

CAROLLTON  AV.  and  LEVEE. 
7th  DISTRICT.  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Lhote  &  Company, 

MAXVFACTUREItS  OF 

LOUISIANA  CYPRESS  DOORS 

an3  Harflwooi  Finish. 

SASH,  BLINDS,  MOULDINGS  and  SIDING. 
Lumber  of  all  Kinds. 

01(1  Basin,  Cor.  Franklin  and  Toulouse  Sts. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

D.  H.  McEwen,  President. 


ROBER  T  ROBER  TS.  II  ILLA  RD  ROBER  TS. 

Established  1  S50. 

LOUISIANA 

Steam  Sash,  Billed 
and  Door  Factory . 

Roberts  8  (?o. 

pbopri  i:rous. 

M  299, 301, 303, 305  anfl  307  GraTier  St 

BRANCH  OFFICE,  52  Carondelel  St. 
NEW  ORLEANS. 

C.  N.  Burton,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


LXIIVLTTIEID, 
Carrollton  Avenue  and  New  Basin. 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 

LOUISIANA  RED  CYPRESS,  PINE  and  POPLAR. 

BEVEL  SIDING,  CORNICE  BOARDS,  CASINGS, 

FRAMING  LUMBER,  LATH,  SHINGLES, 

FLOORING,  CEILING  and  MOULDINGS. 

SAW  DUST,  SHAVINGS  and  MILL  WOOD. 

TELEPHONE,  No.  13  16. 


MANUFACTURER 

Sugar  and  Rice 
Barrels, 
Steel  Bound  Oak 
Molasses  Barrels. 


Barrel  Material  in  Shoots  for  Plantation  Use. 


Telephone  983.  P.  0.  BOX  374. 

Office  and  Factory :  GOR.  GIROD  AND  FRONT  STS. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

FRED.  JURGENS 

MAM  K  l ITU! Kit  AND  DEALER  IN 

BAND -MADE  COOPEBAGE, 

Sugar,  Rice  and 
Molasses  Barrels, 
Hogsheads,  Halves, 
and  Kegs. 


Office  :  114  LOUISA  STREET, 

SHOP  AND  WAREHOUSE: 

Cor.  PORT  and  DEC*ATUR  STS., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


The  B^OOK&JN 
COOPE^GE 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 


SUGAR,  RICE 

AND 

IRON  HOOP 

01  or  Cypress  Molasses  Barrels. 

DEALERS  IN  SECOND  HAND 

Hogsheads  and  Sugar  Barrels. 

OFFICE  AND  FACTORY  : 

Gor.  Erato  and  South  Peters  Sts.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

A.  B.  COOPER  Sup't. 
JOHN  McNAMARA, 


COO  PER  A  GE, 
105  Tchoupitoulas  St.,        New  Orleans,  La, 

PHKLIP  HIRSCH, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 


COR.  ST.  LOUIS  AND  MIRO  STS. 
Office,  No.  35  N.  FRONT  STREET, 
Near  Sugar  Exchange, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Teleplione  His. 


P.  PERCY  VIOSCA, 

MANUFACTURER  AN'    DEALER  IN  ALL  KINDS  OF 

COOPERAGE, 

Office:  No.  42  DECATUR  STREET. 
Factories  and  Warehouses:  Nos.  4  N.  FRONT  STREET, 

14  CONTI  ST.,    73  and  75  N.  BASIN  ST., 
Telephone  No.       .  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


C.  Ft   BROWNELL,  Pnes.  C.  W.  MOORE,  Sec.  and  Tbeas. 

HORACE  BROWNELL  ,  Manager. 

Berwick  Lumber  Co.,  Lim. 

PLANING  MILL, 
SASH,  DOOR  AND  BLIND  FACTORY, 

Cor.  Clio  and  Freret  Sts.     New  Orleans,  La. 

CYPRESS  LUMBER  and  SHINGLE  MILLS  at  BERWICK  CITY,  La. 

I  A.  &  ¥.  |  LOUQUl 

CYPRESS  CROSS=TIES 
AND  TIMBER. 

Bffice,  S35  PHAL  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

CHAS.  M.  GREENE,  Pres.  R.  W.  ROGERS,  Vice  Pres. 

JOHN  BROGAN,  Gen.  Man.  W.  M.  RHODUS,  Sec.  4  Treas. 

ST.  JAMES  TIMBER  COMPANY, 

nmvriTiEiD, 
CEOSS-TIES, 

RAILROAD  BRIDGE  TIMBER, 

RED  CYPRESS  A  SPECIALTY. 
159  COMMON  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


I  I.  BUDDIG, 

LUMBER  COMMISSION  MERCHANT, 

1619  JULIA  STREET, 
NEW  BASIN.      NEW  ORLEANS. 

E.  F.  BRAKENRIDGE,  Pres.  V.  A.  LONGAKER,  Secv. 

THE  BRAKENRIDGE  LUMBER  CO.,  Lim., 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

PINE  &  CYPRESS  LUMBER, 

Office,  30.3  Jiaronne  Street. 

PLANING  MILL  AND  YARD, 

ON  NEW  BASIN.  NEW  ORLEANS. 


H.  H.  A.  THOMAS,  Springfield,  La. 

H.  H.  THOMAS,  New  Orleans. 

AMBROSE  L.  MOORE,  Manager. 

CITY  LUMBER  COMPANY, 

Yard  and  Planing  Mill,  Poydras  and  Broad  Sts. 
Branch  Office,  12  Commercial  Place, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

Saw  Mill  at  Springfield,  La. 

Bill  Lumber  sawed  to  order.    Dry  Flooring,  Ceiling,  Mould- 
ing, etc.,  in  stock. 

The  H.  WESTON  LUMBER  C0., 

LUMBER  AND  SHINGLE  MILLS, 

Office,  No.  356  HOWARD  AV., 

Yards,  Carrollton  Av.  and  New  Basin. 
Box  86,  M.,  D  and  L.  Exchange. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

Cargoes  for  Foreign  Markets  a  Specialty. 
HORACE  U.  BEACH,  General  Agent. 

LOUIS  J.  MESTIER.  PETER  JUDLIN. 

Lo  J.  MESTIER  <&  CO., 

ASH,  OAK  AND  PINE  WOOD, 

Pittsburg  and  Anthracite  Coal,  Coke, 
Sand,  Shells,  Shingles,  Etc. 

63  Carondelet  Walk,  bet.  Marais  &  Villere  Sts., 
 OLD  BASIN.  

Telephone  No.  643.      NEW  ORLEANS. 

Telephone  No.  12.  P.  0.  Box  854. 

Hi.  IROO^ 

Lumber  Dealer, 

Cor.  Robertson  «fc  Carondelet  Walk, 
Old  Basin,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Keeps  always  on  hand  a  large  assortment  of  Cypress,  Rough 
and  Dressed  Lumber  of  all  descriptions. 


HENRY  THOELE,  Pres.  VICTOR  LAMBOU,  V.  Pres.  &.  Man. 

AUG.  M.  BENEDIC,  Sec.  and  Theas. 

Lambou  &  Noel  Lumber  I  MnTg  Co.,  Lim. 

SAW  4  PLANING  MILL, 

Sash,  Blinds,  Doors,  Office  and   Bar  Fixtures 

of  all  Kinds. 
N.  Peters  and  Alexander  Sis.,       New  Orleans. 

Telephone,  1005.  Box.  100. 


JOHN  scilOTT,  COOPERAGE, 
New  and  Second  Hand  Hogsheads  and  Barrels. 

Nos.  16  &  18  Marigny  St.  Telephone  im»!. 


Manufactory:  Cor.  Desire  and  St.  Claude  Sts. 


v .  1).  ltii^i^iaL, 

Tchoupitoulas,  St.  Joseph  &  Commerce  Sts., 

Office,  Commerce  St.  Entrance,   Mew  Orleans. 


Located  on  high  ground  and  having  Sanitary 
Floors  throughout. 

XOTE.—  Tke  Crescent  War,  houses  afford  special  facilities 
/or  gcttiuj:  Gods  in  and  out,  in  rainy  weather,  having  t~yo 
driveways  through  then.  Teams  can  toad  and  unload  inside 
the  Warehouses. 


^~P.  LUSCY,™^' 

COOPEEAGE, 
No.  13  CONTI  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Residence,  No.  520  Burgundy  Street. 

J.  PERALDO, 
OISTEEN  MAKER, 

No.  207  CLAIBORNE  STREET, 
Corner  St.  Philip,  New  Orleans,  La. 

IP.  MILHAS, 

WINE,  WHISKEY,  OIL,  MOLASSES  BARRELS, 

Lartl    Tierces,    .V  <•. 
Shop,  228  South  Rampart  St.,      New  Orleans. 

IP.  _A_.  LeBLAKC, 
COOPERAGE, 
Nos.  9  and  11  Conti  St.,      New  Orleans,  La. 

Orders  promptly  attended  to. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Trimming. 

THOMAS  SEIBERT, 

#  COOPERAGE, 

327  Carondelel  Walk.  New  Orleans,  La. 

B.  MASSMANN.  JNO.  B.  SCHROEDER. 

JOHN  D.  SCHROEDER'S  SONS, 
THIRD  DISTRICT 

SASH,  DOOR  anfl  BLIND  FACTORY, 

Nos.  47  and  49  Independence  St., 
Bet.  Royal  and  Dauphins,     NEW  ORLEANS. 


J.  E.  BILLIXGTON&SON, 

CIPEESS  LUMBER  I  SHINGLES, 

LTJM3B3B3R   Hit aJOIITG. 
Office  and  Yards,  Cor.  Calliope  and  Freret  Sts.. 
rvicw  OHLKAiNS. 

BOX  68,  MECHANICS,  DEALERS  &  LUMBERMEN'S  EXCHANGE. 

AiTTHonsnr  hetd3 

COOP  Eli  AGE, 

Office  and  Warehouse,  New  Nos.  214  and  216  COMMON. 

"       "     202  to  208  S.  FRONT. 

Beer  barrels  made  and  repaired.     NEW  ORLEANS. 
M.  McENANY, 

ALL  KINDS  OF  COOPERAGE. 

ss  to  92  S.  Peters  SI..        New  Orleans. 

a  albert,    Tight  Barrel  Cooperage. 

OIL  BARRELS  A  SPECIALTY. 
3S  and  40  Montegut  St.,         New  Orleans,  La. 

HENRY  BURKART,  COOPERAGE 

Empty  Flour  Barrels,  Slack  Half  Barrels, 
Quarter  Kegs,  Etc. 

31  SEVENTH  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

 v  

A.  GHARBONNET,  COOPERAGE 

Cotton  Seed  Oil,  Wine  and  Whiskey 
Barrels. 

182  South  Peters  St.,  New  Orleans.  La. 

JOHN  SCHLINDWEIN, 

WOOD  AND  ElAIBEIt, 
Office  and  Yard,  cor.  Berlin  &  Water  Sts., 
Sixth  District,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

firs.  Frank  P.  Walsh, 

Successor  to  FIIAXK  1'.  It'.ILSJT, 

-4  COOPERAGE 

No.  5  [New  113]  N.  Front  St., 
Near  Canal,  NEW  ORLEANS. 


LEON  GODCHAUX, 

Cor.  Canal  and  Chartres  Sts. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

MILITARY,  BAND,  SOCIETY  AND  GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES'  UNIFORMS. 

We  make  a  specialty  of  this  branch,  and  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  on  applica- 
tion, illustrated  cuts,  samples  of  materials  and  bids. 


Leon  Godcheitix. 


DWYER  BROS., 

Jos.  Bowling  Co., 

• 

Wholesale 

LIMITED. 

WHOLESALE 

Notions, 

Dry  Goods  «&  Notions, 

EXCLUSIVELY  FOB  CASH. 

Nos.  17, 19  &  21  Magazine  St., 

10—12  Magazine  Street, 

and  88  Common  St., 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA 

CROCKERY, 

FRENCH  CHINA,  BISQUE 
STATUARY,    DINNER  SETS, 
CHAMBER  SETS,  ETC. 


THE  BEST  GOODS 
FOR  THE 
LEAST  HONEY. 


GLASSWARE, 

FRUIT  BOWLS,  DECANTERS, 
TUMBLERS,  CELERIES, 
TABLE  WARE,  ETC. 


MORESQUE  BUILDING, 

JOHN  GAUCHE'S  SONS, 


CAMP  ST.  AND  LAFAYETTE  SQUARE. 


SPECIALTIES, 

COOKING  UTENSILS,  WOODEN 
WARE,  BRUSHES, 
HOUSE  FURNISHING  GOODS. 


THE  LARGEST 
CROCKERY  STORE 
IN  THE  SOUTH. 


LAMPS,  CLOCKS, 
BRONZES, 
FIRE  SETS,  SILVER  WARE. 

Wedding  Presents. 


A.  B.  GRISWOLD  &  CO., 

ZEsTja~bl±s±xecT-  1817 
DEALERS  IX  

Gold  and  Silver  Watches,  Jewelry,  Diamonds, 
Silver  and  Silver  Plated  Ware,  Clocks,  Canes, 
Umbrellas  and   Novelties  in  Gold  and  Silver. 

GOODS  SOLD  ON  EASY  TERMS.  CALL  AND  ENQUIRE  BEFORE  PURCHASING. 


CANAL  AM)  ROYAL  STREETS, 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


E.  &  L.  CLAUDEL  &  CO., 

OPTICIANS, 

No.  142  (New  No.  S10)  Canal  St.,   New  Orleans. 

SPECTACLES,  EYE  GLASSES,  ARTIFICIAL  EYES. 

DRAWING    MATERIAL    FOR    ARCHITECTS,  SUR- 
VEYORS AND  ENGINEERS. 

Thermometers,  Barometors,  Opera,  Marine  and  Spy-Glasses. 


H.  LOUBAT,  Agent, 

Importer  and  Dealer  in 

BOTTLES,  LABELS  AND  CORKS, 

512  to  516  BIENVILLE  ST., 
Near  Decatur,      NEW  ORLEANS. 


Tin:  PHOTO  (  OJIPAXY, 

S^eLearnsd,n  PHOTOGRAPHIC  MATERIALS 

101  Canal  Street,  SEW  OULBAXS. 

IE>.    O.   DEA-WEE  -ill. 


A.  LAFLEUR,  Agent, 

UECETVEfl  ASH  SHIPPER  OF 

Battles,  Flasks,  Demijohns,  Jugs,  Bor.es, 

STRAW  CAPS,  ETC. 
Washing,  Packing  and  Shipping  promptly  attended  to. 

rSTo.  (JO  COXTI  STREET, 

Telephone  100.  NEW  ORLEANS 


M.  SCOOLER.  I.  L<>K\VESii.\RDT  L.  SCOOLER 

>t.  SCOOLER. 

DIAMONDS,  GOLD  AND  SILVER  JEWELRY 

~W"ec3-CLl33-g-  and  Holiaay  Presents. 
103  and  105  CANAL  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS. 


A.  PEISER. 


J.  C.  WALSH. 


E.  OFFNER, 

CHINA,  GLASS,  CERAMICS, 

and  General  House  Furnishing. 

No.  908  (anal  Street,      NEW  ORLEANS.  LA. 


ri  Mercier's  Sons, 

J^JILJveJIej^j^ 

SOAP  WORKS. 

The  Renowned 

ESTABLISHED  1849. 

Clothiers  and  Hatters 

  ' 

OFFICE  AND  DEPOT, 

No.  no  GRAVIER  STREET. 

|]      For  Cheapness 

and 

FACTORY, 

!(      Fair  Dealing. 

f*nr    ^f-   AnHrpw  anH  T-TnwarH  Str^Pt^ 

DxATJPHINE  STREET, 

TELEPHONE  880.              P.  0.  BOX  1818. 

Two  Blocks  from  Canal  Street. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

J-TTZLSTGI-    cSc    Xj       ILST  ID  Jfi  1iT 

STEAM  &  GRATE  COAL.  FURNACE  &  FOUNDRY  COKE. 

New  Orleans,  La. 


222  and  224  CAROKTDELET  ST.    (Old  KTos.  32 
Yard  on  Levee,  Foot  Louisa  Street. 


and  34.)  Telephone 
239. 


ESTABLISHED  FORTY-ONE  YEARS. 

PHILIP  WERLEIN, 
135  CANAL  ST.,        NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

OLDEST  AND  BEST 

PIANO  HOUSE. 

MUSIC  AND  MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

Prices  to  compete  with  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

FRED.  B.  NUNN, 

COAL — COKE. 

726  (New  No.)  POYDRAS  ST. 

TEIBPHOBTE  842. 


£•  J.  M1CM1L0FFSKY, 

T#dess?e1m  coal  and  coke. 

PROMPT  DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 
Office,  218  Carondelet  St.  (Old  No.  30.) 
Yard  115  Julia  Street,  Cor.  Delta. 

Telephone  1267.        New  Orleans,  La. 

BRANCH  OFFICE  OF 

JOSEPH  WALTON  &  CO. 

[INCORPORATED] 

COAL  and  TOWING. 

Godcliaux  Building,  p.  0.  box  869. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

J.  B.  DONNALLY,  Local  Hanager. 


IMPORTERS,  JOBBERS  AND  RETAIL  lilts 

F/11]GY  JIQD  STAPLE  DI(Y  GOODS 

iV\illir\^ry  ar\o.  £jV>£5, 

Dryades,  Euterpe  and  Polymnia  Streets, 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Keiiter  Brothers, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

AND  WHOLESALE  DEALERS  IN 

Boots  &»  Shoes, 

Jobbing  House,  <>1<;  and  012  (anal  St. 

Factory,  023  Common  Street. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

"}(REEGER^ 

MILLINERY  &  KID  GLOVES, 

149  CANAL  STREET, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

LEOPOLD  LEVY, 

CARPETS,  MATTINGS, 

Oil  Cloths,  Window  Shades  and 
Fine  Wall  Papers. 
133  Canal  Street,        New  Orleans,  La. 
New  York  Office,  353  Broadway. 


M.  LEHMAN, 

DRY  GOODS,  WINDOW  SHADES, 

Mattings,  Millinery  Goods,  Gents' 
Furnishings,  etc. 

455  and  457  Dryades  St.,     New  Orleans. 

flarx  Brothers, 
GLOTHIEBSBFnBHISHERS.HATTEBS. 


95-97-99  Canal  and  5  Chartres  Sts., 
NEW   ORLEANS,  LA. 

Boys'  and  Children's  Clothing  a  specialty. 


309  CARONDELET  ST., 


NEW  ORLEANS. 


Jflhller  &  Hoehn, 

Successors  to  ./.  C.  Sim.LEIt, 

Millinery  &  Fancy  Ms,  Hats,  Flowers, 

Feathers,  Ribbons,  Laces,  Trimmings, 
Silks,  Rufflings,  Veilings,  Ornaments, 
<>1.  03  &  05  Customhouse  St.,      New  Orleans. 


CHAS   SIMON.  JOSEPH  KOHN.  HERMAN  WEIL. 

SIMON    &  KOHN, 

MANUFACTURERS  AN1>  JOBBERS 

HATS,  (  APS  AM)  T1UWKS, 

UMBRELLAS  AND  ARTIFICIAL  FLOWERS, 

S.  W.  Cor.  (  ANAL  ami  MAGAZINE  STREETS, 
NKW    Olil.i:  AI\X. 

JOS.COHN,SONS&CO. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

MEN'S  YOUTHS'  AND  BOYS' 

CLOTHING. 


24  and  2Q  Magazine  St.,    New  Orleans. 


EDW.   L.  ZANSLER, 

TINWARE, 

514  CAMP  STREET,   NEW  ORLEANS. 

Residence;— Cor.  Milan  and  Liberty  Streets,  Sixth  District. 

B.  J.   WOLF  &  SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

JEANS  CLOTHING, 

5 1 8  to  536  Bienville  St. ,      NEW  ORLEANS. 

C.  C.  HARTWELL, 
G-^-S  FIXTURES, 

No.  48  Baronne  Street,    New  Orleans. 

TELEPHOITE  -4-4. 

J-  EOTH, 

CLOTHING  MANUFACTUREB 

No.  520  Customhouse  St.,  New  Orleans. 


LEOPOLD  WEISS, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 

SHIRTS  and  DRAWERS, 

48  CHARTRES  ST.,   NEW  ORLEANS,  La. 

B.  FRELICH.  A.  H.  BADT.  M.  SACHS. 

IS.  FRELICH  «fc  CO., 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

JEAN  AND  STAPLE  CLOTHING, 

44-40  Decatur  and  17-19  Clinton  Sts.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

_A__  KORT, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 

STAPLE  PANTS, 
34  Decaturand  7  Clinton  Sts.,  New  Orleans,  La. 

KHAUSZ  BKOTIIERS, 

IMPORTERS 

Kid  G-Iotbs,  Jewelry,  European  Fancy  Goods,  etc. 

163  CANAL  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
MAX  FRAENKEL, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 

JTE-A-TSTS  PANTS. 

44  and  4(i  DECATUR  STltKET,  MOW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

IE-.   O.   BOX  2389. 


HATTERS  and  FURNISHERS, 

151  Canal  St.,  (New  No.  815)  New  Orleans. 


SPEARING  &  CO., 

(Established  1817.) 

Sail  Makers, 
Af  NINGS,  FLAGS,  TARPAULINS  and  TENTS, 

Cor.  Canal  and  Tchoupitoulas  Sts. 
USTo-w-  Orleans,     -  La. 

Sam-l  L.  Avery,  Phest.  and  Trea3.      Geo.  C.  Avery,  Vice  Phest.  and  Secy. 
W.  H.  COEN,  Genl.  Manager. 

B.  F.  AVERY  &  SONS, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 


PLOW. 


-AM) 


Cultivating  Implements  of  all  kinds. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
B.  F.  AVERY  &  SONS,        New  Orleans,  La. 


M.  SCHWARTZ. 


M.  G.  WEIL. 


I.  SCHWARTZ  &  CO., 
CORRUGATED  IRON  ROOFING. 

Mill,  Plantation  and  Engineer  Supplies, 

ENGINES,  BOILERS,  BAR  AND  SHEET  IRON. 

39  and  41  Magazine  Street,        New  Orleans. 

Warehouse,  202  to  300  Magazine  Street. 


ADOLPH  G.  RICKS. 


GEO.  3IUTH. 


ADOLPH  Q.  RICKS  &  CO., 

IMPORTERS  OF 

LEATHER  AND  SHOE  FINDINGS. 

No.  142  Poydras  St.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 


The  Largest  Manufactory  of  BOOT.  SHOE  and  GAITER 
in  the  United  Stairs. 


JAMES  C4.  CLARK. 


CHARLES  W.  HOLLAND. 


JAMES  G.  CLARK  &  CO., 

Oils,  Sugar  House  Supplies,  H  Stores, 

BUILDING  MATERIALS,  PAINTERS'  SUPPLIES, 

Office  and  Store:    408-410  Magazine  Street, 
(Old  No.  02.)  NEW  ORLEANS, 


L.  Graham  &  Son, 

LLMITEl). 

General  Printers 

and  Book  Binders. 

44  =  46  Baronne  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

JOHN  HEPTING, 

GENERAL  DEALER  IN 

Moss  of  Every  Grade, 

I'ropi'ietor  of 

The  01d  Reliable  ttoss  Factory, 

Cor.  Conernicus  Ave.  and  Third  St  red, 

OR  ETNA.  LOl  ISIANA. 

Geo.  D.  Luce, 

— MAXUFACTIKER  OF— 

3IACHINE  CLEANED 

 l£OSS  — 

AND  VEGETABLE  HAIR, 

Office  at  Factory;  Cor.  Toulouse  &  Galvez  Sts., 
NEW  ORLEANS. 


FKOPHHiTOK. 


MOSS  *** 

IDel-ba,  is/Loss  Factory-, 
P.  0.  BOX.  946.       -        NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

J.  C.  riorris  Co.,  Lt'd. 

Wooden-Ware,  Baskets,  Brooms,  Brushes,  Rope, 
Tinware,  Cutlery,  Lamp  Goods,  Stationery,  etc,, 

Nos.  40,  42  and  44  Tchoupitoulas  Street. 
New  Nos.,  324,  326,  328,  330. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


DEALER  IN 


SACKS  and  TWINE. 

140  Magazine  Street, 

Between  Girod  and  Notre  Dame. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

A.  03.  Hyatt  Stationery  Mfg.  Go.,  Lt  d. 

PBINTBBS,'  LITHOGBAFHBBS 

BLANK  BOOK  MANTFACTl  RERS. 

lltiilroml  Worlc  of  nit  Kinds, 

lUnili  I'rhiliiuj  trial  1. 11 HyirrM*  Jtrtef.i. 
TrU-iilumis  iisl  4o»  Camp  St..  JKW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

(VJ.r  ~lj-ir- 


LIMITED. 

82,  84  and  SO  South  Peters  Street. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 

P.  O.  BOX  270.         TELEPHONE  595. 

E.  IV .  MEN  TE.  E.  \\  HEX/A  MIX. 

Mcntc  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Mente  &  Company, 

IMPORTERS  AND  MANUFACTURERS 

Dundee,  Burlap  q  Gmmy  Bags, 

Second-hand  I'ugs  a  Specialty. 

Decatur  &  Lafayette  Aves.     New  Orleans,  La. 

A,  II'.  .1/, /.el/a  11.      Allien  A/eLeiian,      E,  P.  Sheridan, 

Prt-siil.'iit.      Sec^y  and  Treat.  Superintendent 

AIM  KNITTINCI  MILLS, 

Seamless  Hosiery, 

138  and  140  Julia  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


mi  Mill  Hi,  II1A1 ABERT 

REPRESENTING 

London  &  Lancashire,  Norwich  Union,  Union 
Assurance  Society,  Hamburg-Bremen,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware,  Farragut,  Springfield,  Atlanta 
Home,  Mechanics  &  Traders,  Germania  of  N.  O. 

191  Gravier  St.,      New  Orleans. 

IniuHENOR'SlNiEPTI^ 

Heals  wounds  and  burns, 
Relieves  pains  and  aches, 
Cures  Colic  and  Cramps. 

FOR  SALE  BY  ALL  DRUGGISTS. 

BILLLNGTON'S  LINIMENT  COMPANY, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 
Billington's  Lightning  Liniment,  Lightning  Plaster, 
Lightning  Cough  Killer,  Lightning  Salve,  Lightning 
Liver  Pills,  Barrow's  Myrtline. 

J.  W.  Billington,  manager,  1717  Dryades  St. 
A.  PATORNO,  Importer  of 

WINES  and  LIQUORS, 

31  and  33  Dumaine  St.,   New  Orleans,  La. 

ED.  A.  PALEREY  &  SONS, 
Ihisurance  Boents. 

^ermeii  Building,   I^ew  Orleans,  La. 

Eugene  Lai mont, 

CUT  RATE  DRUG  STORE, 

Established  in  the  year  1869. 

South  Claiborne,     N.  E.  Cor.  Gasquet, 
NGW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Isidore  JNeWmein  Br. 

Banker  &  Broker, 

212  (tararidetet  Street,    Mew  Qrlearis. 


SOUTHERN  CORK  WORKS, 

ESTABLISHED  1877. 

New  Nos.  413  and  415  Tchoupitoulas  St. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
A.  O.  LEAUMONT,  Prop., 

We   carry   the   Largest  and  Best  Assortment  of  Corks 
in  the  Whole  South. 

J.  F.  BELOU,   

DRUGGIST  fllJD  TIPOTipGTO 

215  CANAL  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

E,  F.  PLUM  Eli, 

FUNERAL  DIRECTOR, 

402  N.  Rampart  Street,   New  Orleans.  La. 

Fine  Carriages  to  Hire  at  all  Hours  at  Reasonable  Rates. 

P.  A.  CAPDAU, 

Cor.  Rampart  and  Elysian  Fields  Streets, 

DRUGS  and  CHEMICALS. 

J.  ir.TERGXOLE,  65  DECATUR  STREET. 

Importer,  Commission  Merchant, 

WINES  AND  LIQUORS. 

Manufacturer  of  CORDIALS  AND  SYRUPS. 

SAMUEL  T.  GATELY, 
Marble:  Works, 

Opposite  Greenwood  Cemetery. 

3TJ0MBS,  HEABSTOES, 

And  all  kinds  of  Marble  Works,  etc., 
Done  at  the  very  Lowest  Rates. 


E.  A.  MATTES,  AliEXT  R»R 

THE  OLD  BANGOR  SLATE  CO., 

Also  Importer  of  Mate*.  Slabs.  I ; i ■  1  i ■  Tiles, 

114.!,  114.1,  1147  and  11411  MAGAZINE  ST. 


ZLVL.  BEIEDY, 

PLUMBER.  STEAM  &  GAS  FITTER. 

122  CAMP  STREET,      NEW  ORLEANS. 

TELEPHONE  1084. 

J.  GARLICK, 

Bill  Poster.  Distributor  &  Sign  Painter, 

Lloeasod. 

623  Commercial  Plack,      NEW  ORLEANS. 

P.  THORMAEHLEN, 
LEATHER  AND  FINDINGS, 

TANNERS'  and  CURRIERS'  TOOLS, 

65  CHARTRES  ST.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

MV'ID  BErMaRD^TaTaTsT^ 
Oils,  Varnish,  Glass,  Brushes,  Artists'  Materials 

424  and  420  Camp  St.,   Xeiv  Orleans. 

TELEPHONE  1086. 

B.  J>.  SILLIVAX. 

Commercial  Stationer, 

Printing,  Lithographing,  Book  Binding 
and  Rubber  Stamps.       233  Baronne  Street. 

J.  F.  MULLER  &  BROS., 

FURXIPURE  MANUFA  CTURERS, 
27  to  33  N.  Derbigny  and  nm  _  „. 

345  Customhouse  Streets,   NEW  ORLEANS, 

IE?,.     .A..     T3  IR  _A_  ~5T  a 

BROKER  

No.  25  Bourbon  Street,        New  Orleans,  La. 

ll'atc/tti  and  J.'.orlty  of  alt  Descriptions  For  Sat.\ 

F^fTiVkY  £T*£:RrV  h\  CO., 
^«rM.ta  B00TS  and  SH0ES, 

72  CANAL  STREET,    NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


3X.  WALDI  [ORJV,  Prop., 
New  No.  343  Royal  St.,       New  Orleans,  La. 


JOHN  DIEBOLD'S 

MATTRESS  FA(  TORY, 

30  Frenchmen  Street,     New  Orleans. 


LOUS  KUIIIi,  BIRDS  AND  ANIMALS, 

Gold  Fish,  Sea  Shells,  Bird  Seed,  etc. 
Manufacturer  of  Mocking  Bird  Food. 

234  CHARTRES  ST.,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

JNO.  WENDLING  &  BRO„ 

Manufacturers    BR0@MS  ^  BRUSHES, 

No.  <>:i  Decatur  Street.    New  Orleans,  La. 

CHARLES  BURKENSTOCK, 
SADDLERY,  HARNESS,  COLLARS, 

378  ROYAL  STREET,     NEW  ORLEANS. 

KERN  BROTHERS, 
""■""""^  LEATHER  and  FINDINGS. 

No.  U<>  Royal  Street,      New  Orleans,  La. 


L"      J      Y  I  RP  I  X      S"cces'""'  '"  ll-  M.llTBE, 

SEEDS^IAN  .V  FLORIST, 
Nursery,  enr.  Clinton  anil  Pearl  Sts., 

City  Salesroom,  New  No.  s:;s  Canal  St. 

MEAT,  FRUIT,  and  VEGETABLE  BOXES, 

CRATES  AND  PACKING  CASES, 
Factory,  .117  to  :W7  Julia  St.,       New  Orleans. 

fTiV6£XF\Aki>T  *  L.A.iy^LTkT", 
TENT  AND  AWNING  MAKERS, 

628  CAMP  ST.,        NEW  ORLEANS. 


71.  P.  BOIffiTIBEOrjS, 
CROCKERY,  GLASSWARE  &  FANCY  GOODS. 

1021  and  1<>2:$  Orleans  St.,   New  Orleans. 


Dealer  in  JflXSb  <Sai^C11  ©CCOS, 
15  and  17  Dumaine  St.,   New  Orleans,  La. 


Kansas  City  Sale  Stables. 

Sp&rks  Bro5.  f  Flood 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  DEALERS  IN 

Missouri  Mules  &  Horses 

OF  ALL  GRADES. 
New  Nos.  327  to  351  DRYADES  ST., 

CORNER  UNION, 

Old  NOS.  94  to  102,    NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
FAST  ROAD  AND  FAMILY  HORSES  A  SPECIALTY. 

Your  patronage  is  solicited    and  satisfaction 
guaranteed. 


TELEPHONE 


££*0.  £.  fRif:t)RiCF^  h  CO., 

u  i:a  I.  ESTATE, 
Auctioneers,  Appraisers  and  Rental  Agents, 
177  COMMON  ST.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

JO.  DONALDSON, 

LIVE  STOCK  -%%r 

COMMISSION  MERCHANT, 
P.  0.  Drawer  222.  Stock  Landing',  New  Orleans. 

JOHN"  ZEE.  FALLOW, 

Bnildiiig,  Monumental,  Marble  &  Granite  Works 

St.  Patrick's  Cemeteries,  Canal  Street, 

Box  135,  Mechanics'  and  Lumbermen's  Exchange. 


E.  C.  FENNER, 

CARRIAGES  and  HARNESS, 
"OLD  HICKORY"  WAGONS, 

105  to  109  GRAVIER  ST., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


J.  T.  AYI'OCK.  C.  H.  RICE.  W.  FRANK,  Jr. 

AYCOCK,  RICE  &  CO., 

COMMISSION  MERCHANTS 

FOR  THE  SALE  OF 

Cattl^,  £l\^P  ai\&  rfags, 

P.  0.  Box  1010.  STOCK  LANDING. 

NEW   ORLEANS,  LA. 

INT.  MAESTEI, 

Western  Horses,  Mules  and  Texas  Ponies. 

135  North  Rampart  St.,    New  Orleans,  La. 

H.  HUGE  &  SON, 

Manufacturers  of 

Light  Carriages  and  Spring  Wagons, 

429  and  431  N.  Rampart  and  100  N.  Basin  Sts. 

WM.  NEWMAN, 

PRACTICAL  HORSE  SHOER, 

1034  to  1038  S.  RAMPART  ST., 

Opp.  I.  C.  R.  R.  Passenger  Depot, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

CHARLES  BENSON,  Manufacturer  of 
CARRIAGES,  LIGHT  WAGQOS,  Sc. 

705  to  709  Baronne  and  218  and  220  Qirod  Sts. 
HENRY MICIIELL  d-  BRO., 

CO>I>IIJ-itSIO>-  MERCHANTS, 
CATTLE,  HOGS,  SHEEP, 
P.  0.  Box  624.    Stock  Landing,   New  Orleans. 

CHRISTIAN  SCHUBERT, 

niuip  Wheelwright  and  Hcrse  Shoer, 

20  MORGAN  STREET, 
Near  Canal  St.  Ferry,  ALGIERS,  LA. 


Etaker-SIoo  f  (o. 


t  Li  m  i  ted > 

MANITAI'TUKKKS  i  )V 


Saddles,  Harness 
and  Collars. 

JOBBERS  OF 

Leather,  Hames,  Chains, 
and  Saddlery  Hardware. 


AOKXTS  FOR 


"  TEST "  BRAND  RUBBER  FIRE  HOSE. 

Xos.  8,  10,  12  N.  Peters  Street, 

Opp.  Customhouse,  River  Side, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


C.  W.  DOYLE.    C.  S.  QUA1D.    T.  S.  QUA  ID. 

"WALKER'S 

Acknowledged  to  be  the  Finest  and  Largest 
in  the  World. 

CANAL  AND  ST.  CHARLES  STS. 


BILLIARD  TABLES  and  MATERIALS,  New 
and  Second  Hand,  Constantly  on  Hand. 


Indorsed  by  the  Best  Musicians  and  Fully  Warranted. 


Pkno$. 


Knabe,  Chickering,  Sohmer,  Mehlin,  Behr, 
Fischer,  Shoninger,  Doll,  Smith  & 
Barnes,  and  Kroeger. 

GRUNEWALD'S 

SOLE  AGENTS, 

127  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans,  La. 

C.  B.  Jefferson,  Klaw  &  Erlanger's 

Tkkdemy  of  Ku$k  M  $L  Carles  TRe&Ire 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
PLAYING  PRINCIPAL  ATTRACTIONS  OF  AMERICA. 

W.  ZE3Z.  EOWLES,  Manager. 


ttsr  ASK  YOUR  DEALER  FOR  -Ml 
THE  GENUINE 


JACKSON  SQUARE  CIGARS. 


Strictly  America's 
Cuban  Hand  Hade.  Standard  5c.  Brand. 

Manufactured  by 

S.  HERNSHEIM  BROS.  &  CO. 

New  Orleans,  La. 


SMOKE 

"KING  BEE" 

TOBACCO. 

"Irby's  Best" 

CIGARETTES. 

"Irby's  Bouquet" 

and 

"Cotton  Exchange" 

CIGARS. 


GEO.  SWARBRICK, 

DEALER  IN 

FAHCY  AND  STAPLE  GROCERIES, 

WINES  AND  LIQUORS. 

No.  59  Camp  St.,        New  Orleans,  T  *. 

F.  ESTEVA, 
CI&ABS  and  COKKIS, 

Tobacco,  Cigarettes,  Pipes,  Etc. 

5  Canal  Street,  cor.  Wells.    New  Orleans,  La. 


PHIL.  D.  MAYER  &  SON, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

HIGH  GRADE  CIGARS. 

Office  and  Factory,  GR&VIER  &  TCHOUPITOULAS  STS. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


EMDERSON 


gJ(EFIjXERY, 


JULIA,  SO.  PETERS,  NOTRE  DAME  and  COMMON  STREETS. 

STANDARD  OIL  COMPANY, 

UsTCOEPOEATED. 

Fire  Proof  Oil, 

Best  Family  Lamp  Oil, 

Illuminating  Oils  and  Gasolines, 
Yacht  Naphtha, 

Marine  Oils,  Greases, 
Lubricating  Oils, 

Linseed  Oil  and  Turpentine, 
derner  MAGMHE  and  GRMTER  STREETS,     DE05  QRlrEMS,  I#. 


Security  Brewing  (^omp^ny, 


GENERAL  OFFICES  AND  CITY  DEPOT: 

341  to  345  North  Diamond  Street,  opposite  St.  Mary's  Market. 

NEW    OELEANS,  Xj_A_- 
TELEPHONE,  1281. 

IHPERIAL  LAGER  BEER 

is  a  favorite  beverage,  and  can  be  found  in  every 
neighborhood  in  this  city. 

IMPERIAL  EXPORT  BEER 

is  adapted  especially  for  table  and  family  use.  Give  it 
one  trial,  and  you  will  not  be  without  it.  Put  up  in 
pint  and  quart  bottles.  If  your  dealer  does  not  keep 
it,  ring  up  telephone  1281,  and  get  a  sample  case. 


Finlay  &  Brunswig, 

IMPORTERS, 

EXPORTERS, 

AND 

WHOLESALE 

DRUGGISTS, 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


PURE  ICE  and 
DISTILLED  WATER 

Should  be  in  use  by  all  who  value  good  health 
for  themselves  and  family,  and  especially  for  the 
children.  Ask  your  Physician  or  Druggist  as  to 
the  merits  of  Distilled  Water,  as  a  beverage  and 
as  fee.  We  do  not  offer  you  a  medicinal  water,  as 
a  cure-all,  but  we  assert  that  by  drinking  Distilled 
Water  you  are  much  less  liable  to  require  medicine. 
We  refer  to  Prof.  A.  L.  Metz,  chemist  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  and  also  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  ;  and  Dr.  Jos.  Albrecht,  for  many  years  as- 
sayer  of  the  U.  S.  Mint. 

We  charge  only  85  cents  per  week  for  seven 
bottles  containing  two  gallons  each  ;  no  charge 
for  bottles,  unless  not  returned  in  good  order. 

GITY  DELIVERY  GO.,  UR. 

New  No.  207  Camp  Street. 

TELEPHONE  1418. 


Q.  Wo  Old ntair's  Sonus 


is,  La. 

prcecivau  ;mt>  gJadsera  of 

FRESH  SHRIHP, 

For  Salads  and  Mayonnaise. 

GREEN  TURTLE, 

For  Soup. 

FRESH  OKRA, 

For  Soup. 

OKRA  GUMBO, 

Beady  for  I  lie  Table. 

ARTICHOKES, 

Km-  Knhves. 

PRESERVED  FIGS, 

For  the  Tea  TalMe 

ORANGE  PRESERVE, 

For  Dessert 

CREOLE  PEPPER  SAUCE. 

LOUISIANA  GUMBO  FILE. 
SUGAR  CANE  SYRUP 

For  Table  Use. 
SOLD  ItV  .ILL  I<\LXCV  GROCEIIS. 


SmilK  B105.  f  Qo., 

LIMITED. 

Wholesale  Grocers 

and  Coffee  Importers. 


102,  104,  106  Poydras, 

103,  105,  107  Lafayette  Streets, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


DIRECTORS  : 

j  B.  SINN'OTT,  Pres't  and  (,'ener'l  ilqr., 
GEO.  C.  BOHNE,  Vice  Pres't., 

W.  H.  CANTZON,  See',,  and  Treas. 
W.  L.  SAXON. 


li>  l  AHI,ISI  )  K  I  )  1  S5(>. 

GEO.  LIEDELICH, 

Grocer  and  Importer  of 

Table  Delicacies, 

SHIP  AND  BOAT  STORES, 

2323,  2:{25,  232s,  Tclioiipitonlus  Slm-1, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

TELEPHONE,  123S. 


DEALER    I M 


Domestic  and  Imported  Wines  and 
Liquors  of  All  Descriptions. 

All  Orders  Promptly  Delivered  Free  of  Drayage. 


SHELDON  W.  CLARK. 


HERMAN  MEADER. 


FANCV  G^O(GRS. 


IMPORTERS  AND  DEALERS  IN 

FANCY  AND  STAPLE  

GROCERIES, 

WINES  &  LIQUORS, 

Finest  FRENCH,  ENGLISH  and  AMERICAN  CONFECTIONS. 

Main  House,  16  and  18  Carondelet  St. 

Branch  House,  St.  Charles  and  Napoleon  Ave,, 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Schmidt  &  Ziegler, 

Wholesale  Grocers, 


IMI'i  IRTIillS 


WINEr,  LIQUORS, 

RIO,  JAVA,  MOCHA  AND  CORDOVA  COFFEES, 


AND  RECEIVERS  OF 


HENRY  LOCHTE. 


WM.  G.  MURTAGH. 


SUGAR,  MOLASSES  and  RICE. 


49,  5 1,  53  and  55  SOUTH  PETERS  ST., 
and  39,41,  43  and  45  FULTON  ST. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


PRESTON  &  STAUFFER 

IHPORTERS 

 AND  

VKoIes&Ie  Grocery 

Hl'ri 'KWS' ins  To 

FLASH,  PRESTON  &  CO. 

AND 

CAMERON  &  CASTLES. 
60,62,  64,  66  Tchoupitoulas  St., 
NEW  ORLEANS. 


HENRY  LOCHTE  \  CO., 

Wholesale 

Grocers, 

AND  IMPORTERS  OF 

WINES  AND  LIQUORS 

Nos.  400  to  410  Tcltoupifodlas  St., 

(Old  Nos.  46,  48  and  50.) 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 


Established  IS64. 


Incorporated  1893. 


A.  M.  &  J.  SOLARI, 

if  hi  ifffi, 

IMPORTERS  AND  DEALERS  IN 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC 

FANCY  GROCERIES, 

27,  29,  31  Royal  St.  97tol05  Customhouse  St. 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
Branch  Store,  cor.  Louisiana  &  St.  Charles  Avs. 


H.  R.o  Qogreve, 

VKoIes&Ie  Grocer, 

AYines,  Liquors  ami  Cigars, 
Nos.  76  and  78  Tchoupitoulas  St.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

WOGAN  BROS., 

Molasses  and  Syrups 

Xos.  26  mid  3N  OONTI  STREET, 

P.  O.  Drawer  202,  NEW  ORLEANS. 

W.  F.  MILLER, 

Successor  to  MILL1C11,  111  TV  £  <  (>. 

COMMISSION  MERCHANT, 

Eggs  and  Poultry,  Fruit  and  Produce. 

34  POYDRAS  AND  55  FULTON  STREETS, 
NEW   OliLKANS,  LA. 

P.  O.  Box  539.  Telephone  Call  416. 

J.  T.  GIBBONS, 

DEALER  IX 

Hay,  Drain,  Com  Meal,  Ferlfes,  sic. 

Cor.  Poydras  and  Peters  Sts., 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

TTaTspoBT 
COMMISSION  ^MERCHANT, 

WHOLESALE  GROCER, 

TCHOUPITOULAS  STREET, 

BET.  POYDRAS  &  LAFAYETTE  STS., 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


J.  CUSIMANO, 

FOREIGN  and  DOMESTIC  FRUITS. 

VEGETABLES  and  PRODUCE. 

OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM  : 

215  &  217  Decatur  St.,     New  Orleans. 

P.  O.  Box  I  295.  Telephone  1409. 

JOHN  [.  A  HAMS.  W.  II.  KKSAUI>. 

.1.  li.  OXIi.  F.  A.  BOSlTo. 

JOHN  I.  ADAMS  &  CO., 

Wholesale  GROCERS  Mi  IMPORTERS. 

Coffee,   Sugar,   Molasses  and 
Rice  Specialties. 

Nos.  43,  45  and  47  Peters  St.,      New  Orleans. 

JOS.  VACCARa 

M1H>  I.  KS.l  f.IJ 

FRUIT  AM)  PRODUCE, 

PACKER  OF  EARLY  VEGETABLES. 

5  N.  Peters  St.,    Near  French  Market, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

TELEPHONE  129. 

JAC.  TRAUTMAN.      ESTABLISHED  1878.      JOS.  TRAUTMAN. 

JAC.  TRAUTMAN  &  CO. 

FLOUR,  GRAIN,  HAY, 

55-57  Magazine  Street,  NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

P.  O.  Box  54-7.  Telephone  5  16. 

CONSIGNMENTS  SOLICITED. 

LOUIS  WEINIlElidKU.  HENRY  J.  LAVX. 

WEINBERGER  &  CO. 


BROKERS  IN 


jNo.  I*<)  V  1>1S  A}«s  ST., 


^  ire30""      NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

V.  S.  IVlesrmplik  Cypher*  California  Cypher  Code. 


R.  B.  ScUDDER,  Pres.  S.  F.  HEASLIP,  Vice  Pres. 

J.  W.  Martin,  sec.  and  treas. 

LOUISIANA  EioL  CO.,  Ltfl. 

DISTILLERS  AND  nANUFACTURERS  OF 

HIGH  GRADE 

Cologne  Spirits 
and  Alcohol, 

PR0M  LEHTIS'im  M0MSSES. 
FINEST  EQUIPPED  DISTILLERY  IN  THE  U.  S. 

"  ANTI-TRUST."    ORDERS  SOLICITED. 
OFFICE  AND  SALESROOM: 

219  N.  Peters  St.,     NEW  ORLEANS. 


Sellzer  f  Mineral 

SUCCESSORS  TO 

THE  CHICAGO  WINE  CO., 


Sole  Proprietors  of  the  Celebrated 

SASSAFRAS  &  PHOSPHATES 

Also  Sole  Agents  for  the 

OSHEfiTlfEY'S  H@P  BITTER  ALE. 

132  and  134  North  Rampart  St., 

NEW  ORLEANS. 


LOUIS  ROEDERER  CHAMPAGNE 

Tlie  ZE3I±glxes1:  Grzcade  Wine  Im.3po3r"becL. 
FOR  SALE  IN  EVERY  HOTEL,  RESTAURANT,  SALOON,  LIQUOR  STORE,  ETC. 

JUL.  C.  KOENIG.      E1IILE  VERGNES.  G.  F.  GUET.  JEAN  SENAC. 

VERGNES,  GUET  &  SENAC, 


GEORGE  JUKGENS. 


FINE 


GEO.  JURGENS  &  CO., 

Importers  and  Wholesale  Dealers  in 

WHISKIES,  WINES 

AND  LIQUORS. 
323  and  325  Tchoupitoulas  St.,      NEW  ORLEANS. 

J.    B.  JUNQUA, 


AND  PRESERVES. 

Specialties:  California  Wines,  Brandies  and  Whiskies. 
Manufacturer  of  Choice  Fruit  Syrups. 


No.  19  St.  Louis  St., 


New  Orleans,  La. 


Successors  to  JOSEPH  COJiXIlilS, 

Importers  ani  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealers, 

WINES,  BRANDIES,  GINS,  RUMS,  CORDIALS. 

37  Decatur  Street,        New  Orleans,  La. 


Lo  R  DeBAUTTE  &  Go, 

Wholesale  Dealers  in  Imported  and  Domestic 

WINES  AND  LIQUORS, 

Receivers  of  Sugar,  Molasses,  Cotton 
and  Rice. 

34  Tchoupitoulas  St.,       New  Orleans. 


13.    C.  DANOVE, 

Manufacturer  of  the  Only  Genuine 

Extract  of  PEPPER,  called  MAUNSEL  WHITE, 

Cor.  LOUISA  and  NORTH  PETERS  STS. 

GEO.  L^ZLSTlDIRrX-, 

HAY  AND  GRAIN, 

No.  41 1  CLAIBORNE  ST.,       NEW  ORLEANS,  li. 

WESTFELDT  BROS., 

„,  GOEEEES  JHJD  TE^S, 

618  GRAVIER  ST.,    NEW  ORLEANS. 

Telepliraie  351. 

XI- W  OIILKAXS'COFFEK  CO.,  LTD. 

IMPORTERS,  ROASTERS,  GRINDERS, 
204  to  20S  FCLTOX  and 

203  to  200  S.  FMONT  STREETS. 

O.  II.  3IILLER, 

STEAM  CANDY  MANUFACTURER 
AND  WHOLESALE  CONFECTIONER 
Nos.  50  to  54  SOUTH  PETERS  ST. 

i\.  i..  £o&£ix£k  fit  CO., 
GROCERS  and  COMMISSION  MERCHANTS, 

59  Magazine  Street,       New  Orleans.  La. 

COOPER  &  HARDIN, 

PRODUCE  DELIVERY  AGENTS, 

AT  RAILROADS  and  STEAMBOATS, 
OFFICE,  531  MAGAZINE  STREET, 

AUG-.  BOEMA1T, 

Hay,  Grain,  Flour,  Cornmeal, 
Cottonseed  Meal,  Etc. 

285  S.  RAMPART  ST.,         NEW  ORLEANS. 

THE  COMMUNY  SELTZER  WATER  MAN'F'Y, 

GUSTAVE  PITOT,  Manager, 
209  North  Rampart  SI.,        New  Orleans,  La. 

TBLEHHOITB    XI SS- 

I'M.  tr.  J)  T  ELM  ANN  A  CO., 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

Fine  Chocolates,  Pure  Stick  and  Fancy  Candies, 

307  to  311  Tchoupitoulus  St.,  New  Orleans. 


JOS.  MANGUNO, 

Frail  &  Produce  Gornrriissioii  fOerdfiant 

226  Poydras  Street.       P.  0.  Box  99. 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

S.  MESSINA, 

OYSTERS  and  VEGETABLES, 

7  Gallatin  Street.     New  Orleans,  La. 

DAVID  LEVY, 
COMMISSION  MERCHANT, 
No.  233  North  Peters  St.,     New  Orleans,  La. 

WILLIAM  SCHINDLER, 

Hay,  Corn,  Bats,  Bran,  Etc., 

184  &  186  Tchoupitoulas  Street, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

JOHN  McCLOSKEY™ 

SELTZER  WATER  MANUFACTURER, 

76  St.  Charles  St.,         Branch,  147  Canal  St., 

NEW    OULF.VNS,  IjA, 

VACCARO  BROTHERS, 

Wholesale  FRUIT  AI1D  PRODUCE, 

129  Decatur  Street,   New  Orleans,  La. 

BANANAS  A  SPECIALTY. 

PRODUCE  COMMISSION  MERCHANT, 

403  POYDRAS  ST.,      NEW  ORLEANS.  LA. 

IT.  W.  BENEDICT  &  CO., 
Commission  HDcicbants, 

111  Poydras  Street,       New  Orleans,  La. 

THEOo  Ho  MARSH  <&  CO., 

Produce  Commission  Merchants 

401  Poydras  and  417  to  421  Tchoupitoulas, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

STEPHEN  jy  A  MI  CO, 

GENERAL  COMMISSION, 

Foretell,  California  and  Florida  Fruits, 
Cor.  Poydras  and  Fulton  Sts.,     New  Orleans. 


COR.  CUSTOMHOUSE  AND  ROYAL  STREETS, 

ZLSTZEC^W"  ORLEANS,  Xj-A__ 
0.  H.  Schoenhausen,  Prop.,        Billy  Klingler,  flanager. 

OPEN    ALL  THE   YEAR  ROUND. 

The  Only  First-Class  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  in  the  City. 


A  GREAT  RESORT  FOR  VISITING  STRANGERS. 
ADMISSION  FREE. 

CRESCENT  HALL  CAFE, 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 

THE  ALGIERS  HOTEL, 

18  Morgan  St.,  (late  Villere,) 

NEAR  CANAL  STREET  FERRY. 
EUGENE  PELLAND1NI,  Proprietor. 

THE  SMILE  SALOON, 

6  and  8  BARON NE  ST., 
T.  Q.  BRASCO,  Proprietor. 

OLID  "27" 
31  Carondelef  St.,             New  Orleans,  La. 
ARMAND  PREAU,  Proprietor. 

Tho  Jirstt  Win t*s  and  L /#/.»# «/m  always  <m  Jtaittl. 

J.  E.  SALLES.                               H.  H.  HUTTEN. 

VICTORIA  HOUSE  &  RESTAURANT, 

New  Nos.  133-428  St.  Charles  St., 

Bet.  Academy  of  Music  and  St.  Charles  Theatre. 

NEW  ORLEANS. 
SALLES  &  HUTTEN,  Props. 

WEST  END  HOTEL  and  BAR, 

WEST  END,  NEW  ORLEANS. 
Terry  Wanchina  &  J.  V.  Alivieri,  Proprietors. 

George  Sieger, 

Saloon,  4lr 

Cor.  St.  Charles  &  Peroido  Sts., 

opposite 

Academy  of  Music  and  Masonic  Temple. 

